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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



State op Missouri, \ 
Office of State Mike Inspector, j 

To the Hon. W. 0. Hall, Oommissioner of Labor, Jefferson City, Mo. : 

Sir — In accordance with section 7072, Revised Statutes of 1889, 
I have the honor to submit herewith the Sixth Annual Report of this 
Department for the year ending June 30, 1892. 

It affords me much pleasure to be able to state that we have had 
another year of comparative peace between mine operators and miners, 
only a few strikes having occurred at mines, and those adjusted with- 
out violence. In fact, there seems to be less dissatisfaction between 
miners and mine operators than there has been for several years. 

The coal industry was never in a more healthy condition than it 
has been during the past year, the output exceeding that of the pre- 
ceding year nearly 14 per cent. 

The lead and zinc industries are alse showing a remarkable increase 
with each succeeding year, while the iron product still continues to 
decrease. 

This report, like others from this Department, contains statistical 
tables showing the production of coal, zinc, lead and iron of each 
county, together with the number of men employed in each industry, 
also the method of working and the general condition of each mine at 
date of inspection, and such other information as will, I trust, be of 
value to those interested in mining. 

Much of whatever success has been accomplished in compiling 
statistical matter contained in this report is due to Mr. J. W. Marstel- 
ler, who has faithfully and diligently performed his duty. I also desire 
to thank you and your clerks for the numerous valuable services ren- 
dered me in my official w'ork. 

Very respectfully, 

0. 0. Woodson, 

State Mine Inspector. 
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R.EPORT. 



This is the Sxth Annual Report of its kind compiled for the State, 
and the results, as will be seen by reference to the accompanying tables, 
will, we believe, prove far more gratifying to those interested in the 
welfare of the State and its rapid devejLopement in the mining indus- 
tries than either of the preceding ones. The year that has just closed 
has been one of exceptional activity, and the increased prosperity in 
all of the mining industries, except that of the iron, has been most 
marked. The indications for the coming year bear every evidence that 
a similar era of prosperity is assured us. 

The harmonious relations existing during the past year, with so 
little friction between the operators and employes, and with no acts of 
violence or lawlessness to report, afford us much pleasure. 

With this report statistical tables covering numerous details asso- 
ciated with mining operations, under the sveral heads of coal mines, 
lead and ziuc mines, and iron mines, will we trust be found not only 
complete, but entertaining as well. The data from which these tables 
have been constructed represent 1144 mines. Every effort has been 
employed which we could command to secure the exact facts, and 
so record them. The labor required in securing this information, 
verifying the same when received by comparisons and calculations, then 
collating the samo in the shape it is found in accompanying tables, 
together with the other duties required of the Inspector of Mines, 
occupied his time most fully every day, and night in many instances. 
Each one of the large number of operators was either called upon in 
person for the data furnished, or blank schedules upon which to make 
his report were mailed him. Quite a number required a third request 
before complying. But the great majority of operators aided. us greatly 
by the very prompt and intelligent manner in which their reports were 
made and sent in. Many of their answers to our questions have been 
made in such manner as characterized a disposition on their part to 
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not only asfiist ns, bat to enconrage us in oar work. To all of these 
we acknowledge our obligations and return sincere thanks. 

The table following this is a summing-up of general results from 
all the mining industries of the State. By reference to the same, it 
will be seen that for the year ending June 30, 1892, the total receipts 
from the mineral product amounted to $9,116,940, as against receipts 
of $8,896,995 for the preceding year. The difference between these 
two amounts does not reveal the true gain for the year just closed, 
for the following reasons : Heretofore, pig-lead, which brings a price 
nearly double that of lead ore, has been reported to us by several large 
companies and operators as the product of their respective mines, 
without reference to lead ore ; hence the pig-lead has been included in 
our estimates at its larger price over that of ore. The sum of $8,896,- 
995 (last year's total) embraces the value of pig-lead. This year, only 
lead ore at its actual valuation at the mines is estimated. 

One reason for the change is, that formerly it was misleading. 

Another is that we feared it would be regarded as unfair to credit 
the product of one or two counties with the increased benefits derived 
from the sale of pig-lead, while many other counties received credit from 
the sale of the lead ore only. To make the comparison for the purpose of 
showing the actual gain of this year over last year, we must add to the 
$9,116,940 the sum of $358,416, which represents the difference be- 
tween the pig-lead valuation, as turned in by several operators, and 
their valuation of the IcJad ore produced by them, and which ore only 
we have included in our tables. With this explanation we give as the 
true net gain of this year the sum of $578,361. The gain for this year 
in the coal and lead and zinc industries amounts to $655,420 — the de- 
cline in the iron product reducing the net gain to the former figures. 

Turning to other features connected with the mining operations for 
the year, we find some unpleasant facts to be recorded. The building- 
up of this large sum derived from the mineral product has cost injuries 
to 52 men, the lives of 38 others, causing 21 wives to become widows, 
67 children to be made fatherless, and one life lost to every 404 men 
employed. 

Another very important feature connected with the mines of the 
State is the very large number of people supported by them. There 
are 14,340 men on an average employed at the mines. At the modest 
ratio of four to one, this gives a population of 57,360 directly dependent 
or a livelihood from this source. 
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TABLE l—Summary of General ReeulU from Coal, Lead, Zinc and Iron Mines in Mia* 
aourifor the year ending June 30, 1892, compared with the year ending June SO, 1891, 





1891. 


1892. 


Increase 
over 1891. 


Numberof mines of all kinds 


1,012 


1,144 


132 


Total amount received for minerals at mines*. 


$8,896,995 


$9,116,949 


*$219,945 


Total average number of all employes at mines 


12,392 


14,340 


1,948 


Total averacre number of miners 


8,141 


9,858 


1,717 


Total average number of other employes 


4,251 


4,482 


231 


Total number of men killed 


30 


38 


8 


Total number of wives made widows 


18 


21 


3 


Total number of children made fatherless 


63 


67 


14 


"TAtftl nnmlipr c\f nnn-fAtnl appidpnt.s 


55 
413 


52 

404 




Average number of employes for each life lost 







•Last year pig-lead was embodied in the figures of this table at nearly double the price per 
ton of lead ore. This year only the lead ore is accounted for; the amount which should be added to 
make fair comparison and offset the pig-lead estimated last year, equals $358,416, which, added to 
this year's total receipts from minerals, gives a grand total of $9,475,866, or an increase in fact over 
last year of $578, 861 . 

From the following table a comparison may be noticed, showing 
the tonnage of lead, zinc, coal and iron for each of the past four years. 
The increase of lead, zinc and coal has been great, while that of iron 
has declined. For the first three years, as per table, coal has averaged 
a gain of 213,000 tons per annum, while the increase for the year just 
closed shows a gain of 367,267 tons, or an increase of gain over the 
gain of previous years of 72%. We are unable to make comparison of 
increase in the lead product, owing to the fact, that pig-lead and lead 
ore cannot satisfactorily be separated in the three former years. 

Zinc ore has made a wonderful jump since the report of 1889. The 
diflPerencein the number of tons produced in 1889 and that of 1892 
amounts to an increase of 49,287 tons, or a gain for 1892 over 1889 of 
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TABLE II— Comparison of the Tonnage of Lead^ Zinc^ Coal and Iron Mines of Missouri 

for past four years. 
Pig Lead for 1892 is dropped out and Only Lead ore acconnted for. 





Pig Lead. 


Lead. 


Zinc. 


Coal. 


Iron. 


1889 


25,440 
20,451 
19,969 


9,469 
12,909 
16,926 
49,626 


82,357 
100,248 
123,752 
131,488 


2,223,477 
2,437,399 
2,650,018 
3,017,285 


251,.006 
232,835 
138,35$ 
126,521 


1890 

1891 


1892 



The coal industry has steadily increased year after year. No period 
in the history of the State has shown the progress that this year 
develops. 

The increase shown by this report over the preceding year amounts 
to 367,267 tons, or very nearly 14% of the entire tonnage of the year 
before. This is indicative of increased population, as well as demand 
from other sources. As the output is governed by the demand, yet^ 
if the necessity should arise for double the amount of coal produced 
last year, we feel confident that in a short time our mines would meet 
such increase without embarrassment. There has been a good demand 
in almost all the mining sections of the State for miners, and we are 
constantly in receipt of circulars from operators advertising for men. 

The following table will show that there are now 454 mines in ope- 
ration, an increase of 68. It also shows increases as follows: Ten 
steam-powers. 27 horse-powers, 17 shafts, 9 slopes, 28 drifts and 24 
strip-pits. The table shows a decrease of 1906 kegs of powder >a» 
compared with last year, which is a gratifying showing when it is remem- 
bered that much more coal has been mined during the year. It will be 
found that there was an average of 9699 men employed in winter, and 
an average of 6419 in summer. There were 20 fatal and 41 non-fatal 
accidents. The total number of tons mined amounts to 3,017,285. The 
total amount received for same at the mines amounts to $3,825,828.57.. 
The average price received per ton at mines was $1,268, or a decrease 
from the price received last year of 4} cents. 
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TABLE ni-^ReeapUuVation of General Remits of Coal Mines in Missouri for Tear Ending 
June BO, 1892, Compared wUh the Tear Binding June SO^ 1891, 





1891. 


1892. 


Inc. or dec. com- 
pared with 1891. 




Inc. 


Dec. 


No. of counties reporting on coal produced. . . 


37 


33 




4 


No. of mines, including strio-Dlts i 


385 


454 


69 




No. of mines employing 10 or more men 


141 


165 


24 




No. of fans in use 


42 
2,650,018 


49 
3,017,285 


7 
367,267 




No. of tons of coal produced 




Amount received for total output ot coal 


$3,480,867 


$3,825,828 


$344,961 




Amount received per ton for coal at mines — 


$1 .31i 


$1 26.8 




.04.55 


Total No. of men emnloved in winter 


8,104 


9,699 


1,595 




Total No. of men employed in summer 


5,654 


6,419 


765 




Total No. of miners employed in winter 


6,541 


8,563 


1,122 




Total No. of miners employed in summer 


4,433 


4,934 


50? 




Total No. other employes employed in winter. 


1,563 


2,036 


473 




Total No. other employes employed in summer 


1.221 


1,495 


274 




No. of kegs of powder used 


55,356 


53,450 




1906 


Total cost of powder 


$119,504 


$116,146 




$3357 


No. of men killed in coal mines 


18 
11 
41 
32 
147,223 


20 
13 
46 
41 
150,864 


2 
2 
5 
9 
3,641 




No. of wives made widows 




No. of children made fatherless 




No. of non-fatal accidents 




No. of tons coal mined for each life lost 




No. tons coal mined for each non-fatal accident 


82,813 


73,592 




9221 


No. new mines opened (small mines not incl.). 


17 


23 


6 




No. of mines worked out or abandoned 


5 


10 


5 
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NEW COAL MINES OPENED 

AND OLD ONES WORKED OUT OB ABANDONED. 

During the past year there have been 23 new coal mines opened 
in the State, some of which are very important, while only ten have 
been worked out or abandoned, thus showing an increase of 13. 

This, however, does not represent all the new mines, but only the 
more important ones. Indeed, there are so many places throughout 
the State where coal is mined in a small way at intervals, that it is a 
matter of impossibility for one Inspector to keep track of them all. For 
instance, a farmer may open a small mine upon his farm, and operate it 
for six or eight months, then abandon it without the inspector's know- 
ledge. But such small local banks are not included in the following 
table, nor are mines included that are temporarily idle. 

It will be observed by a glance at the table that some of the min- 
ing companies have only worked out one mine to open another. This 
fact, together with the number of new mines opened, is evidence that 
the coaJ industry of the State is in a healthy condition. The report 
also compares favorably, in this respect, with the one for the preced- 
ing year ; that report showed seventeen new mines to have been opened 
and five worked out or abandoned, while this one shows ten to have 
been abandoned. Yet it also reveals the fact that an increase of six ' 
mines has been added. 

Lafayette county comes to the front with five new openings, this 
being the greatest number of new mines opened in any one county, 
while she reports only one mine as being abandoned. Henry county 
comes next with four new mines and two abandoned ones. Then comes 
Macon county reporting three abandoned and three new ones opened. 
Eates, Ray and Yernon each have two new openings, while Bates 
reports four as being worked out. Audrain, Callaway, Jackson, Linn 
and Saline each report one new mine as being opened, but none aban- 
doned. 
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TABLE IV^Showing mines opened^ also those worked oxU or abandoned^ during the year 

' ending June SO, 189^, 



County. 



New mines opened. 



Worked out or abandoned . 



Audrain... 
Barton. .. 

Bates 

Bates 

Bates 

Bates 

Callaway. . 

Henry 

Henry 

Henry 

Henry 

' JacksQD.. . 
Lafayette. 
Lafayette . 
Lafayette . 
liafayette . 
Lafayette . 

Linn 

Macon 

Macon . . . . 



Ray 

Ray 

Saline.., 
Vernon. . 
Vernon.. 



Martinsburg Coal Co. 



Blue Lick Coal Mine Co. 
Mascot Coal Mine Co. . . . 



Fulton Fire-clay Mine Co 

Blair Diamond Mine 

Dunlap Coal Co , 

Baldwin & Fonda Coal Co. : 

B L. Owen... 

Kansas City Clay and Coal Co.. 

Corder Coal and Coke Co 

Farmer Coal Co 

S. Riley 

Francisco Coal Co 

Waverly Coal Co 

R. F. Landrith «fc Son 

Kansas & Texas Coal Co., M. 46 

Kansas & Texas Coal Co. have 
also opened one or two small 
minesat Ardmore 

Murray & James 

Bissell Coal Co 

R.M. Cordell 

Keith <fe Perry Coal Co 

Frank Williams & Co 



Western Coal and Mining Co. 
Western Coal and M. Co. No. 2. 



F.M. Martin 

Keith «fc Perry C. Co., M. No. 5. 



Blair Diamond Mine. 



Baldwin d; Fonda Coal Co. 



Farmer Coal Co. 



Kansas & Texas C. Co., M. 26. 
Kansas & Texas C. Co., M. 42. 
Oakdale Coal Co 



IMPROVEMENTS MADE IN COAL MINES. 

In a table below is given a summary of the principal improvements 
made in and about the coal mines of the State during the past year. 
It must be understood, however, that these improvements are not a 
part of the new plants erected, but represent only those made at mines 
which were in operation heretofore. 

Many of the large companies sink escape-shafts, build railroad 
switches and erect a fan at the same time they are sinking hoisting- 
shaft. In such instances no mention is made in the report of these im- 
provements, but it is simply given as a new plant. 

For instance, the table shows eight mines to have been equipped 
with machinery ; now should we include the nine new steam plants 
which have been put in operation during the past year, the figures 
would be a little misleading. 

The good work of giving more attention to ventilation is growing 
each year in the State, as a glance at the following table will show. 
The erection of four new fans to take the place of furnaces, besides the 
three fans which were replaced at mines by larger ones, speaks well for 
the ventilating appliances added during the year, to say nothing about 
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the four fans erected at new mines. Another important feature of the 
table is the number of over-casts made in order to split the air-current. 
But very few over-casts were used in the mines of our State a few years 
ago, and even now we have mine bosses who contend that they can 
get the best results by carrying the air around the entire workings in 
one continuous current. Fortunately there are but few of this class of 
foremen in the State, and the time is not far off when they will dis- 
appear altogether and give room for the more intelligent who study 
these questions. * 

It is also interesting to note that eight second openings and three 
air-shafts have been made during the year, and that two more are under 
way of construction. 

TABLE y — Showing summary of Tmprovementa made in and about Coal Mines during the 

year ending June SO, 1892. 



Railroad switches put in 3 

Hoisting engines erected 8 

Wire ropes put on cages 5 

Second openings made 8 

Ventilating shafts sunk 3 

Second openings being made 2 

Ladders or stairways built 3 



Cages rebuilt 4 

Over-casts made 5 

Fans erected to take places of furn aces 4 

Small fans removed and large ones 

erected 8 

Boilers erected 3 

Sbaking screens put in 2 
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Detailed Statement^ by Couniiea^ of the Principal Improvements Made in and About Coal 
Mines During the Year Ending June SOy 1892, 



CoTinty. 


Kame of Company. 


Improvement made. 


Audrain 


Yandalia Coal Co 


Sinking escapement shaft. 

Railroad switch put in. 

New cages put in at No. 15; air and escapement- 
shaft sunk and an overcast put in; hoisting shaft 
retlmbered at No. 2. 

Hoisting engine erected. 

Wire ropes put on cages. 

A 10-foot fan erected; new wire rope put on cages; 
sinking escapement shaft. 

Engine house and tipple erected. 

New boiler- house erected and an overcast made in 


Bates 


HinesBros 


Bates 

Bates 

Boone . 


Bich HUl Coal M. Co 

J. M. Wise 

Columbia Coal Co 


Caldwell 


Caldwell Coal Co 


Caldwell 


CowglU M. Co....> 


Caldwell 


Hamilton Coal Co 

Kingston Coal Co 

Grundy County Coal Co. . . 
Baldwin & Fonda Coal Co. 

Co-operative Coal Co 

Black Diamond mine 

Lafayette Coal Co 

J. C. McGrew 


Caldwell 

Grundy 

Henry 


mine. 
Hoisting engine erected. 
Hoisting engine erected. 
Eight-foot fan erected; escapement shaft under 

way of construction. 
Escapement shaft sunk . 
Escapement shaft sunk. 
Air-shaft sunk and furnace erected 


Henry 


Henry 


Lafayette 


Lafayette 


Ten -foot fan erected . 


Lafayette 


Henry Macey 


Air-shaft sunk and furnace erected. 


Lafayette 


May view Coal Co 

Missouri River CM. Co.. 
Rocky Brancli Coal Co.... 

Stealy & Fowler Coal Co. . 

Wellington Coal Co 

Bevier Black D. Coal Co. . 
Kansas & Texas Coal Co. . 

Little Pittsburg Coal Co.. 
Watson Coal Co 


Hoisting engine erected. 
Hoisting engine erected. 
An extra switch, connecting mines with Missouri 

Pacific railroad, put in. 
Steam boiler at No. 1 


Lafayette 

Lafayette 


Lafayette 


Lafayette 


Escapement shaft made. 

Twelve-foot fan put in. 

Shaking-screen put in at No 88; new hoisting engine 
erected and slope widened to 12 feet and much 
improved; a new shaking-screen at No. 48; a 
number of new dwelling-houses erected at the 
different mines 

New ladder erected In escapement shaft and a 12- 
foot fan put in; also overcast made and wire 
ropes put on cages. 

New cages built and wire ropes put on cages. 

Safety catches repaired at No. 1. 


Macon 


Macon 


Macon. ■ 


Macon 


Macon 


Loomis Coal Co 


Pntnam; 


Blackbird Coal Co 


Hoisting engine put in; escapement shaft sunk; 9 
dwelling houses and a store erected. 

An air-shaft sunk at No. 1. 

Escapement shaft at No l>ji; 12-foot fan at ^K. 

Fan remodeled; cages rebuilt; a new boiler erected 
and an over-cast made in mine. 

Stairway erected in escapement shaft; air split into 
four currents; an overcast put in and 4 railroad 
shutes erected. 

Hoisting engine erected. 

Ladders renewed in escapement shaft; cages re- 
paired and new wire ropes put on cages. 

Cylinder boiler put in. 

Railroad switch put in. 

Escapement shaft sunk; 14-foot fan put in. 


Pntnftlf* ..... r ,.., . 


MendotaCoal Co 

John Breckenridge 

Higbee Coal & M. Co 

Interstate M Co 


Randolph 


Bandolph 


Bandolph 


Bay 


Cravin Coal Co 

Kansas & Texas Coal Co. . 

Richmond Coal Co 


Bf^: :::::::::::::: 


Bay 


Salliyan 


MilanLand&C. M. Co. .. 
Keith & Perry Coal Co.... 


Vernon 
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VENTILATION OF MINES. 

I do not propose to discuss the subject of ventilation, but to call 
attention to a few important points, as the subject is probably of as 
much importance to the workmen and operator as. any other relating 
to the operation of mines. In a well- ventilated mine men can do more 
work, consequently the output is greater; therefore, not only is the 
miner benefited, but the operator as well. This is not the only way 
operators are benefited by good ventilation ; it is true, that the foul air 
does not affect his health as it does the miner, but it causes the tim- 
bers along the airways to decay much sooner than they would had 
the mine been well ventilated, which adds continual expense, cleaning 
up and retimbering air-courses. Most practical miners know that 
timbers decay in a return air-course much sooner than they do on the 
inlet ; this is caused by large quantities of carbonic acid gas, contained 
in the return air. I am glad to be able to state, however, that in the 
past few years, mine operators and managers are, as a rule, paying 
more attention to the subject of ventilation than they have ever done 
before. During the past year a number of them have erected new fans 
at their mines to take the place of furnaces, and a few small fans have 
been replaced with large ones. But the mere fact that a mine is 
equipped with a good fan or furnace does not insure good ventilation. 
A great deal depends upon the efficiency of the mining boss in this 
respect. It is his duty to see that the air- current is properly forced 
and circulated to all workmen throughout the mine, and in order to do 
this, he must keep a constant watch over the air-courses, brattices, 
stoppings, doors, etc., and use proper judgment in its distribution. 

I have often taken measurements of the air near the downcast or 
inlet, and another near the working face, and found that more than 
one-half of the air that entered the mine was lost before reaching the 
workmen, by leaking through stoppings, doors and brattices. Results 
of this character are more likely to occur in mines where large quanti- 
ties of powder is used than in mines worked by pick, as the concussion 
from shots shakes down and disturbs the stopping to a great extent. I 
well remember the first stopping I ever built in close proximity to 
heavy blasting. It was made of shale and fine dirt, and I thought 
strong enough to stand for all time to come, but in a few days, to my 
astonishment, the shots had completely shaken it down. I there learned 
my first lesson of the effect heavy blasting had upon stoppings. 

As already stated, mining bosses should see that the air is forced 
and circulated to each workman. This is an easy matter in long- wall 
work, but in pillar and-rooms, it is quite different. In the former the 
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whole volume of air passes along the face, but in the latter the work- 
men are always ahead of the ventilating current-^it not being practi- 
•cable to force the ak around the face of coal under this method of 
working. But in many instances which have come under roy.notice, 
the mining boss, by a little work and a few yards of brattice-cloth, could 
send a fair current of air through rooms which had been driven in a 
long way from the entry, by placing a canvas door across the entry at 
the mouth of room, much to the relief of the miners. 

POORLY CONSTRUCTED FANS. ^ 

I desire to call attention to a few mistakes made by mine officials 
in the construction of ventilating fans, which have come under my 
notice during the past year or two. Some mine officials locate their 
ventilating fan at the top of hoisting-shaft, a part of which is bratticed 
off and used as a ventilating chamber, and it often ^occurs that the 
wooden brattice work of which it is constructed shrinks, leaving crack|9 
through which the air passes and returns to the surface, without even 
reaching the bottom. Upon calling the attention of mining foremen to 
this fact, they have frequently asserted that they did not know that the 
deficiency existed, notwithstanding it is a part of their duty to see that 
the ventilating current is forced and circulated to all parts of the mine 
in sufficient quantities to remove all noxious gases, and to see tliat the 
mine is in a healthy condition. It seems to me that some mining bosses 
do not fully realize the responsibility which rests upon them ; if they 
did, suych gross neglect as the above would not have to be recorded. 

Air chambers constructed in connection with hoisting-shafts are 
often too small to insure good results, and it sometimes occurs that a 
10 or 12-foot fan will be located over an air chamber not more than 24 
to 30 inches wide, and, of course, the width of the shaft, which is gene- 
rally about seven feet — thus giving an area of from 14 to 17| feet, and 
any one who has ever given this subject any thought knows that a fen 
•cannot give proper results under these circumstances. 

Poor carpenters and worse lumber are often responsible for im- 
perfectly constructed fans. By a close examination of some of them, 
it will be seen that the spiral casings are leaking, and that not enough 
space has been left to either receive the air or to discharge it, and it 
sometimes occurs that the fan is erected in such a manner as to receive 
air only at one side. Such mistakes as these should be avoided by 
all means, as a fan working under such condition is exerting useless 
power, using extra steam and wearing out machinery without giving the 
results required or expected of it. 

2 — M /-^ T 
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Kot long since I was making an inspection of a certain mine, at 
which a 10-foot fan built by Crawford & McCrimmin had recently been 
erected. After passing throngh most of the workings, I complained 
tp the mining superintendent that the air was inadequate, which led to 
an examination of the air-courses. While they were not as large aa 
they should have been, yet the obstructions did not seem sufficient ta 
cause any serious trouble in the ventilation, so I came to the conclusion 
that the trouble was in the construction of the fan, and therefore made 
an examination of it, and found that in place of leaving an opening on 
either side of the fan-casing for the passage of air, a small hole was^ 
left in the spiral casing at the bottom, through which the air-current 
was expected to be drawn. The carpenter did not stop at this blunder^ 
but put the vanes on with the curve turned forward in place of back- 
ward, as they should have been. 

The superintendent and manager seemed surprised when I called 
their attention to these facts, and the mine superintendent asserted 
that he had seen a great many fans, both in this country and in Europe, 
but confessed that he had never paid any attention to their construc- 
tion, nor had he ever given the subject any thought. 

A manager of a mine should know all about the conetruction of a 
fan as well as the principle of ventilation, as. the health and safety of a 
great many men may be depending upon his ability. If he does not 
thoroughly understand these matters, he should give them his earnest 
attention until he is efficient in all their details. The time is not far in 
advance when it will become necessary for a mining manager, and also 
the boss, ta4horoughly understand not only the principle and theory of 
ventilation and construction of fans, but every other detail connected 
with the operations of mines. The manager or boss who do not know 
these things will be compelled to step down and give room for those 
who have kept pace with the times. There is a law in some of the 
states now, which requires mines superintendents and foremen to pasa 
a rigid examination and secure a certificate of competency before they 
are permitted to hold a position over men at collieries. In my opinion 
these laws will soon be extended to other states, and I would advise 
our mine managers to give the subject careful consideration; certainly 
no good result can be expected either for the company or miners at a 
miine where an incompetent manager is employed. 

HOISTINa AND SIGNALS. 

It is a recognized fact that cages, even with the most skillful engi- 
neers and best appliances, are a dangerous apparatus, and while all 
shafts are equipped with some kind of a code of signaling between the 
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bottom and top, some of these are very imperfect. While I do not 
believe a complicated code of signals would be a benefit at any mine, 
yet I think that they should be sufficient to be understood, and to this 
end I would suggest the following : 

''One bell" from bottom to engineer, to hoist coal or empty cage, 
also to stop cage when in motion. 

" Two bells" to lower cage. 

"Three bells" to signify that men are coming up (no one should 
be allowed on cage until signal is returned from engineer, which should 
also be three bells ) ; after signal is received from engineer, men can 
get on cage and ring one bell to hoist. 

" Four bells" should signify to hoist slowly, implying danger. 

If from any cause the engineer could not hoist the cage immedi- 
etely after receiving signal from the bottom, he should, before hoisting, 
signal to the cage as a warning to stand clear of the cage. 

If a code of signals had been in use in the mines ofthe State, they 
might have been the means of preventing several serious accidents 
which have occurred during the past three or four years. These acci- 
dents usually happens by the engineer being away from his engine 
when the bell is rung for him to hoist ; the eager, or some bystander 
who may be 6n the bottom at the time, becomes impatient at the delay 
and attempts to cross the cage just as the engine is started, and is 
caught between curbing and cage, and is crushed. 

In all deep shafts, where voices cannot be distinctly understood 
between the top and bottom of shaft, a speaking tube should be t5on- 
structed for the purpose of conversing between the two points. While 
there are a number of these tubes in use in deep shafts in the State, 
yet there are a few companies that have not adopted them. 

SAFETY APPLIANCES AT MINES. 

We have often'heard it said by experienced men that safety catches 
on cages do but little if any good, and in some states the inspectors 
have such little faith in them as a safeguard that they do not require 
operators to put them on the cages, claiming that the officials will con- 
tinue to use an old rope after it is in bad condition, depending upon 
the safety catches in case the rope should break. While there may be 
a great deal of truth in this statement, our experience has taught us 
that safety catches are a valuable appliance, when kept in good con- 
dition, and have been the means of saving several lives at mines in 
our State during the past five years. For illustration : last January 11, 
what might have been a very serious- accident occurred at mine Ko. 1, 
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owned by Loomis Coal Co., located at Bevier, if it had not been for 
safety catches. 

It seems that August Hildebrant, Jas. E. Jones and John S. Orif- 
fith got in the cage at the top landing in tip-house, and were lowered 
down to the first landing, when Wm. D. Lewis got in. The signal was 
then given to the engineer to let the cage down; but instead of letting 
it down, he hoisted it up until the cage struck the sheave- wheels, where 
the rope broke, letting the cage drop, but fortunately the cage did not 
fall many feet, for the safety catches caught the guides and stopped it. 
While this showed great carelessness on the part of the engineer, and 
for which he was promptly discharged, it proves that the safety catches 
are a safeguard that should not be dispensed with, although they should 
not be relied upon entirely: that is to say, a company should not con- 
tinue to use a defective rope because their cages are equipped with 
good safety appliances, as it is a matter of fact that in many instances 
safety catches, from some cause, have failed to operate when ropes 
have been broken. 

The mining boss should examine not only the safety catches, but 
the cages, ropes, sheave- wheels, and in fact every part of the hoisting 
appliances, every morning, to see that everythiug is in good working 
order, and if some deficiency is observed, he should see that it is reme- 
died at once. The miner's occupation is hazardous at best, and every 
precaution possible should be used to protect him while going to and 
from his work. 

DOORS IN MINES. 

During the past year a number of doors for controlling the air-cur- 
rent in mines have come under my notice that were not only poorly 
constructed but were not properly hung, some of them being built of 
inch pine lumber, and hung in such a manner that the air-current would 
partly hold them open. Now, all doors, more especially those on main 
roadways, should be made double and hung so as to open against the 
air-current. In this way the pressure of air upon the door will help 
to force it closed. They should be made to fit the frame as well as 
possible, but as it is a very hard matter to make and keep a door in a 
mine tight, a piece of brattice-cloth can be nailed at the top and bot- 
tom to prevent leakage. It is an absolute necessity to keep a trapper 
boy at all main doors through which any great quantity of coal is 
hauled, to open them for the trip to pass and to see that they are 
promptly closed again. Otherwise a block of coal may fall off a car 
and hold a door partly open for several minutes, which means that a 
group of miners in some part of the mine are not receiving their pro- 
portion of the air-current. Canvas doors should not be used where 
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the air-current is strong, as the pressure of the wind will hold it up 
and permit a large per cent of the air to escape. In such cases a 
strong wooden door should be put up, although the canvas doors do 
very well to force a moderate current of air around the heads of room 
workings or cross entries where the distance is not too great. Ttey 
are also very effective near the working face in mines where a great 
deal of powder is being used, as the concussion from the shots does not 
disturb them, while a wooden door in the vicinity would be shattered 
to pieces very soon by the heavy blasting. 

BOYS IN MINES. 

Section 7066, Eevised Statutes of 1889, contains thefollowing : " ISTo 
male person under the age of 12 years, or female of any age, shall be 
permitted to enter any mine to work therein ; por shall any bpy under 
the age of 14 years, unless he can read or write, be allowed to work in 
any mine. Any party or person neglecting or refusing to perform the 
duties required to be performed by the provisions of this article shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and punished by a fine in the dis- 
cretion of the court trying the same, subject, however, to the limita- 
tions as provided by section 7070 of this article." This section imposes 
a fine of from $100 to $300. 

The question now arises, how is a mine inspector, under the above 
law, to ascertain a boy's age ? fle can question the boy and his parents, 
but if they see fit, they can make false statements ih regard to the boy's 
age, and thus evade the law. An exemplification of this was brought 
to my notice not long ago while on a tour of inspection in Lafayette 
county. While going through a certain mine I found a very small boy 
working, and asked him his age — which is my custom when finding a 
small boy in a mine — and he informed me that he was only 11 years old ; 
whereupon I notified him to go home and tell his parents to send him 
to school. On returning to the surface I met his father, who acknow- 
ledged that the boy was only 11. But later in the day that gentleman 
looked me up and affirmed that he had consulted his wife in regard to 
the matter, and that the boy was over 14. 

In cases of this kind, what is to be done ? We may be confident 
in our own mind that the former statement was true and the latter false, 
but not having evidence to that effect, we can do nothig. • It is a com- 
mon occurrence to hear miners complain that small boys are employed 
in the mines, but upon investigation it is generally found that the boys 
are of lawful age, or the investigation results as the one referred to 
above. If a boy who is under 14 knows tliat the Mine Inspector is in 
the mine, it is an easy matter for him to hide until the Inspector has 
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passed. They are as a general rule an intelligent class, and up to all 
such tricks. I have mentioned these facts to give some idea of the 
difficulties under which the Mine Inspector labors, and in conclusion 
I would suggest that the above section be so amended as to give the 
Inspector the power to take evidence to ascertain a boy's age found 
working in a mine, or the parents be compelled to make an affidavit of 
the boy's age before he should be permitted to enter a mine for the 
purpose of working therein, and a copy of such affidavit be kept on 
file in the office of the company. If this was done, it would doubtless 
be of great benefit to many boys growing up who are kept from school 
to help their fathers in the mines. 

ANONYMOUS LBTTBES. 

During the past year a great many anonymous letters have been 
received at this office from different places throughout the State, signed 
" mining committee " or " miner." Such letters soon find their way to 
the waste-basket, as we do not give them any attention. 

If a mine inspector should give his attention to such complaints, 
it would not be long until the office would be flooded with letters of 
like character, many probably coming from some parties desiring to 
cause unnecessary trouble, on account of having a grievance 'with the 
superintendent or manager. If a miner desires to make complaints 
against a company, he should not be ashamed or afraid to sign his 
name to the letter, and if he is working in a poorly ventilated mine, or 
sees the law being violated, whereby the health and lives of the workmen 
are endangered, it becomes his duty as a good citizen to notify the Mine 
Inspector of the fact, for by so doing he- would confer a favor upon 
this Department, as well as his co-workmen, as it would be the means 
of leading to an investigation, and probably an adjustment of the 
trouble, thus preventing accidents such as are recorded every few 
months in some part of the country. 

Some miners are of the opinion that as soon as a complaint is made 
to the Mine Inspector, he immediately notifies the company who the 
parties are complaining, and that the superintendent will either dis- 
charge or treat them with contempt in the future, 

I desire to state to all such miners that those ideas are erroneious, 
as far as the present Inspector is concerned, as not a single name of a 
party complaining to this office, over his signature, was ever revealed 
to the officials of a company, although I have been compelled to prose- 
cute mine operators, time and again, for violating the law, and that at 
mines from which complaints had been made. Upon the receipt of a 
complaint of a workman or commttee of miners, I immediately write 
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the superintendent or manager ( provided, however, I can not visit the 
mine at once ), stating the nature of the charge made agaiQSt his com- 
pany, and ask an explanation, and at the same , time inform him that if 
the law is being violated, prosecution will follow. We also notify the 
<5omplaining parties what has been done, and ask them to inform us . 
what effort the company is making to adjust the trouble complained of; 
«nd in this manner we have been able to settle a great many difficulties 
4ind obtained many valuable improvements at mines, such as the erection 
of fans, increasing size of furnaces, making second openings etc., without 
having to resort to the courts, 

MAPS OF MINES. 

Section 7061, Eevised Statutes of 1889, requiring mine operators 
to make and file a map or plan of their mine in January of each year, 
with the clerk of the county court in the county in which the mine may 
be located, and also file a copy with the State Mine Inspector,does not 
fieem to be fully understood by a few mine operators. 

During the past year I have received a few "imaginary" maps of 
mines from operators, drawn on a piece of common wrapping paper, 
with a lead pencil, with nothing upon them to indicate where the mines 
«re located, and drawn to no scale. Such maps are of no use to this 
or any other department, and are either returned to the operator or 
oast into the waste-basket. There are a few mine managers, however, 
who are very prompt in filing maps, but neglect to have engineer show 
the boundary line of the property on them with reference to the under- 
ground workings. 

It was evidently the intention of the Legislature to have a com- 
plete record* of all mines in the State in which more than ten men are 
employed kept on file for public inspection in this office, and also with 
the clerk of the county court in the county in which the mine may be 
located, and I think the law should be faithfully complied with, as these 
maps will be valuable to parties in years to come, in locating the old 
workings of abandoned mines. For illustration, a certain company 
desires to open a new mine near an old abandoned shaft which had 
been worked out several years before. The first thing the manager 
would do would be to apply at the county clerk's or mine inspector's 
office to see the map of the abandoned mine ; but if there was no map 
on file, or one such as I have described above, he would not only be at 
a loss to know what plan to adopt, but the operation of it would abso- 
lutely be dangerous to the workmen, for should they break a hole 
through into the old workings, they might be overcome by gases or 
the mine flooded with water. 
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We have often been applied to for information as to how a map of 
a mine shoald be made, and in order to give sach parties information^ 
would offer the following as a suggestion. To make a complete map^ 
the engineer should first make a survey around the tract to be worked,, 
locating all the principal buildings, railroad tracks and ravines, and 
make a topographical map of the tract ; streams of water should be 
regarded as of primary importance, and should be located with exact- 
ness. After the surface survey has been made and placed, a survey 
should be carried into the workings, and the same care taken as on the- 
surface to locate every pump, fault and pool of water. Take advan- 
tage of the second opening to carry the survey to the surface by a^ 
route different from that by which the mine waa entered, and connect 
with the outside line. The map should be a ventilating chart and made 
on a scale of not more than 200 feet to the inch ; mark the up-cast and 
down-cast plainly, and show the air-currents by arrows. 

Mines can be worked more economically if maps are made upon 
this principle, for if a change is to be made in the air-current it can be 
planned on the map, and if it is desired to drive one entry through to 
connect with another, a calculation of the cost can easily be made by 
referring ^to the map; while streams of w^ter or ponds are readily 
located and kept from finding their way into the mine. 
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STRIKES. 



Th(B coal industry of the State has been blessed with another year 
of comparative peace between mine operators and miners. While 
eleven strikes have occurred, none of them were of long duration^ 
The Farmer Coal and Mining Company and Excelsior Coal and Coke 
Company's trouble were the longest reported, the miners at each mine 
being out 24 days, while the others were out from two to 20 days.. 
However, the reported trouble at Corder Coal and Coke Company's 
mine is not included, and only one-half of a month's lost time is con* 
sidered in the strike at Winsor Coal Company's mine, as most of the 
employes obtained work elsewhere before that time. 

In these eleven strikes there were 677 men thrown out of employ- 
ment, with an estimated average loss in wages to each of $14.88, or a 
total loss of $10,073.76. 

During the same period last year ten strikes occurred, throwing^ 
603 men out of employment, with an average loss to each of $39.35, 
aggregating a total loss of $23,730, or a little more than twice the amount 
in wages were lost in the year ending June 30, 1891, than there have 
been during" the^ past year. 

In these eleven strikes five were successful, three unsuccessful, 
and one, the Kansas & Texas Coal Company, we may consider compro- 
mised ; and Winsor Coal Company we can also consider unsuccessful, 
as the property was sold after the strike under a deed of trust to other 
parties, who are now operating it. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



26 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



STEIKES BY COUNTIES. 

AUDRAIN COUNTY. 

Vandalia Coal company — Miners strack November 16th for an in- 
<5rease from 86 to 92 cents per ton for mining. After being out two 
days, thecompany yielded to their demands, after which they returned 
to work. 

BATES COUNTY. 

Western Coal and Mining company — April 15, last, trouble arose 
between employes and employer over a check weighman, which re- 
sulted in a strike, after which the company declared the mine closed 
down. Ten days later, however, they again resumed operations, employ- 
ing such of the old hands as they deemed proper. 

J. M. Wise Coal company — March 23, a meeting was called by the 
miners on account of some dissatisfaction in regard to the method 
of weighing their coal, and, as they claimed, continual loss of boxes 
for which the weighman could give no account. At the meeting 
s, committee was appointed to test the scales, on the following day. 
It seems that there was no work on the following day nor for several 
days thereafter; but when the miners were notified that work would be 
resumed, they met at the mine and were informed that the committee 
<)Ould not make an investigation of the scales, but that they could em- 
ploy a check weighman if they so desired. A vote was taken among 
ihe miners, and it was decided to employ the check weighman in ques- 
tion, but the mine was again thrown idle in order for him to secure an 
aflSdavit before entering upon his duty. The following morning, how- 
ever; the miners returned to work, and were instructed by the company, 
to clean up their coal in their working places ; and we are informed 
that the company refused to receive a number of boxes on account of 
impurities contained in the coal — dumping them over the slate dump ; 
this caused another meeting, resulting in the miners demanding that 
the coal be weighed by the company whether it be dumped in the rail- 
way car or over the slate dump. The trouble was finally settled after 
a two weeks' strike but the company either discharged or refused to re- 
employ several of the men. 

GRUNDY COUNTY. 

Orundy County Coal coiwpany— December 25, changed method of 
paying employes for mining at the new shaft, from day work to so much 
per bushel, whereupon the miners refused to accept the price offered, 

Digitized by VJ\^\^V IC 



STATE MINE INSPECTOR, 27 

and a strike followed ; but after being out two weeks, accepted the 
price proposed by the conipany and returned to work, 

LA.FAYETTE COUNTY. 

Corder Coal and Coke company — While I was inspecting mines in 
the vicinity of liexington and other parts of the county, I met miners and 
other parties, who informed me trouble had arisen between the employes 
and company, resulting in a strike and closing down of the mine, thus 
throwing about 100 men out of employment. Upon coming to the 
subject of strikes in writing my report, I wrote the company the fol- 
lowing letter : 

City op Jbffhrson, Aug. 11 , 1892. 
OoBDEB Coal & Coke Co , Corder, Mo.: 

Gentlemen — Will you please famish answers to the following questions relative 
to the strike at your mines : 
Fir«<— Date of strike. 
iSccotwi— Cause of strike. 
7%irrf— Duration of strike. 
Four^A— How settled 

Fijth — An approximate estimate of loss to miners by reason of the strike, 
'together with such other information as you may see fit to give us. 

Yours truly, 

C. C. Woodson, 

Htate Mine Inspector. 

To this letter Mr. Smith, superintendent, replied as follows : 

Corder, Mo., Aug. 12, 1892. 
CO. Woodson, State Mine Inspector, Jefferson City, Mo. : 

Dear Sir— In reply to yours of the 11th inst., I beg to say that we have no strike 
at our mine, and consequently can make no pertinent reply to inquiries. About 
May 10, this last spring, we shut down, and will not open up till September 1 next, 
at which time we expect to resume work as usual. There is no controversy between 
us and the miners, and of course nothing to settle. 

Very respectfully, 

H. G. Smith. 

I* was naturally somewhat surprised upon the receipt of this letter 
as I had been informed by so many parties about the trouble, and 
especially by one gentleman whom I know to be not only friendly to the 
company but also to its officials. So I again wrote Mr. Smith about 
the matter. The letter is as follows : 

Jefferson City, Aug. 13, 1892. 
H. G. Smith, esq.. Manager Corder Coal Co.: 

Dear Sir— Yours of yesterday to hand. The questions asked you in our pre- 
vious letter were suggested by information furnished me while in Lexington, and 
also at HigginsviUe, some weeks since. What I learned was in substance that the 
miners demanded increased pay for day men or pushers, and that you, rather than 
accede to their demands, closed down, etc. As we will have to mention it in our 
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report, it waB our desire to state the case fairly, and secare ft*pm you your side of 

the question. The opportunity to make a statement will be open a few days, as I 

am now at work on my report. 

Tours truly, 

C. C. Woodson, 

State Mine Inspector. 
To which he replied as follows : 

CoRDER, Mo., Aug. 14, 1892. 
C. C. Woodson, esq., State Mine Inspector, Jefferson City, Mo.: 

Dear Sir— Yours of 13th inst. is to hand, and in reply thereto, I beg to thank 
you for your kindness in keeping open for a few days an opportunity forme to state 
my ''side of the question." But as there is no controversy between the miners and 
myself, I have no side to state. I could, and perhaps will, when opportunity pre- 
sents, state to you the leading causes that induced the temporary closing of the 
shaft. To attempt to give you these reasons in chirographic characters this hot 
weather is too much of a task. Moreover, I have quite a curiosity to see how you 
will treat the subject in your forthcoming report, on the basis of information 
received in Lexington and Higginsville. You remember the old adage: Go away 

from home if you wish to get the news. 

Very respectfully, 

H. G. SMrrH. 
This left us exactly where we were before ; so I concluded to get a 
statement from the miners in regard to the matter, and therefore wrote 
them, and received the following letter, which explains itself. Whether 
there has been any trouble at this mine or not is a matter I l^ave to the 
public to decide : 

CoRDER, Mo. Aug. 16, 1892. 
G. 0. Woodson, State Mine Inspector, Jefferson City, Mo. : 

Dear Sir— Yours to hand 16th inst. I will give you a true statement of the 
cause of the strike at the Corder mines. The cause is not of the digging the coal,, 
it is the wheeling of it. It has been a standing rule here that if a miner came out 
of his room to wheel coal, he got $2.00 per day. On the 10th day of May they 
were short of wheelers— and as a general thing they are— so the pit-boss told the 
men that Smith would not pay any more than $1.75 per day. Well, none of the 
men would come out of their rooms to wheel for that ; they told the pit-boss to 
get wheelers for them and it would be all right. But they did not get wheelers; 
and they did not try ; soithe men came out that day to wait until they got wheel- 
ers. But the men concluded to go to work next day: they saw it was only a 
scheme of Smith to close down,; for I knew it. lam check weighman, and the 
weigh-boss said Smith wanted to shut down. So the men went to work next day, 
but there was not enough wheelers ; so they concluded to go home again. They 
said it was no use to sit down and look at one another. So as soon as the first cage 
full of men came up, the welgh-boss put up a notice saying, this shaft will be closed 
down for an indefinite period of time. Smith gave this notice to the weigh-boss- 
the night before, saying, ^' As soon as the first cage full of men comes up, you put 
that up." 

When the men saw that notice they did not know what to think about it. So- 
I got the men together, and we had a meeting before dinner. The men thought it 
was an imposition put on them, because they had wheeled for the company when 
they had no day hands, and helped them out, and then for them to turn around 
and want to force it upon them, they thought it unjust. It was carried at the 
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meeting to send a committee to 8mith and tell bim it was no fault of the men ; 
that the men were ready for work any timo^he put wheelers on. So the committee 
went and had an Interview with Smith ; I was at the bead of the committee; so I 
told him Just bow the thing stood, and he said, ^^I don't care now ;" he said if the 
men had accepted the $1.75 now, I would not start anyhow, as there is no money in 
running in tbe summer. So be said to tell the men if thev wanted their tools out, 
to get them out that afternoon, as he was going to draw the mules out. So the 
-committee told the men, as many of them as they could see. He would not give 
the men a chance to square their rooms up ; they had to leave all their coal in 
there, and not one-third of the men got their tools out. This is a true statement. 
A day or two after the meeting, Smith Faid it was the Knigbts of Labor that had 
<loneit. So tbe men said to him, how could it be ? for all tbe men in tbe shaft 
was there at that meeting. Well, he said there is never steady work wbere this 
organized labor is. Now yoa can see who is on the right or the wrong side. 

Yours truly, 

Frank Hunter. 

Excelsibr Coal and Coke company — Company chaoged method of 
paying from every two weeks to semi-monthly, which resulted in strike 
May 1. Miners were out until the 24th, at which time they returned to 
work, succeeding in their demands. 

Farmer Coal and Mining company — Miners struck May 1 against a 
proposed change in the method of paying from every two weeks to 
5th and 20th of each month, succeeded in their demand and returned 
to work on the 24th. 

Francisco Coal company — Miners struck about January 15th against 
a reduction from 3 to 2^ cents per bushel for mining. After being out 
eight days, the matter was compromised by the company paying 3^ 
cents per bushel for clean coal. Before strike coal was sent to the 
surface and paid for without being cleaned. 

Winsor Coal company — Miners struck March 2 for non-payment 
of wages, and the mine was closed down May 5 ; property was sold 
under a deed of trust. At the time the strike occurred, about 50 men 
were employed. We are informed that some of the miners accepted 
•60 cents on the dollar for what was due them. 

MACON COUNTY. 

Kansas & Texas Coal company — Company changed method of paying 
employes from every two weeks to once a month, which resulted in a 
strike June 14, but on the 20th the miners returned to work. In the 
meantime they had notified the Labor Commissioner of the trouble and 
requested his assistance, and through the efforts of Governor Francis 
and Commissioner Hall the trouble was adjusted, and the company 
returned to their old method of paying once every two weeks, as re- 
quired by law. 
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MONTaOMBRY COUNTY. 

Vandalia Coal company^M.ineTS struck March 15 against a reduc- 
tion in wages from 92 to 86 cents per ton for mining. After being out 
17 days succeeded in retaining their old price. 

SUH;.1VAN COUNTY. 

Milan Land i& Coal Mining company — In Decembei?' miners struck ta 
have one of their number restored to work who had been discharged 
for sending out unmerchantable coal. The discharged man was restored 
to work, and the mines resumed operation after being idle one week. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE MINING LAW SUGGESTED. 

I desire to call attention to a few needed amendments in the mining 
law, chief among which is the necessity for an additional Inspector^ 
This matter has been suggested in other reports from this Department, 
and as the bill introduced at the last General Assembly, allowing an 
assistant, was defeated, and as the mineral industry of the State is 
increasing each year in magnitude with such rapidity that it is a matter 
of physical impossibility for one Inspector to do the work required of 
him, I deem it my duty to call attention to the matter again. By a 
glance at the comparative statistical table of coal, lead, zinc and iron 
mines, it will be seen that the number of mines herein reported shows a^ 
large increase over the report of 1890. From the present outlook, the 
number of mines will in a few years be double what they are now* 
Many miners do not seem to understand why it is that the Inspector 
does not visit the mines more frequently, and it is hard to explain to 
some of them that it is a matter of impossibility to do so, owing to the 
great number of mines in the State and the other duties pertaining to 
the office. I feel confident, however, that those who take the time to 
read these pages will be satisfied that the Inspector is giving his whole 
time to his official work. 

In my judgment, the mining law governing the operation of lead 
and zinc mines should be carefully amended in such a manner as to be 
practicable. If the mining law as it now stands on the statute books, 
was strictly enforced it would retard the lead and zinc industry in South- 
west Missouri. The operation of these mines is necessarily so dif- 
ferent from coal mining that there ought to be some distinction in the 
law governing each. And there should also be a provision in the 
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statutes requiring mine operators to make a roadway around the shaft 
bottom, so employes can p^^ss from one side of the shaft to the other 
without having to cross the cages. Nearly all^the more important mine 
operators have constructed such roadways, and others have done so at 
our request, yet there are a few who do not seem to see the necessity 
of it. Any one who is familiar with mines knows that it is very dan- 
gerous for persons to be obliged to cross over or under cages in going 
from one side of the shaft to the other. A piece of coal or debris may 
fall from the surface, or a cage may be hoisted at the instant the at- 
tempt^is made to cross, and result in a serious accident. 

. And 1 would farther suggest that the mining law be so amended 
as to prohibit any miner from taking more powder into a mine than was 
absolutely necessary for one day's work, and that in a close vessel. 

If such a law was enacted, it might be the means of preventing 
serious accidents at some of the mines in the State, which is likely to 
occur under the present method of permitting twenty-five to forty kegs 
of powder to be taken in at one time in one car, which is the practice 
at some of our mines. Powder magazines have been foilnd located in 
mines, which is also a very dangerous thing and cannot be too severely 
condemned. 

ADAIB OOTJNTY. 
Production, 14,820 tons. 
Allen Ford — Mine located near Stahl ; operated in fall and winter 
to supply local trade ; coal is brought to surface through a drift, and is 
about Bi to 3 feet 10 inches thick. 

James Harriott (& Bro — Mine located in the vicinity of Stahl, and 
is operated in fall and winter to supply local demand; coal worked 
pillar-and-room plan, and is about 3 feet 8 inches thick. 

J. B. Nomnger — Mine not in operation at date of our visit, March 
5, therefore no inspection was. made, but it has been in operation most 
of the past year ; coal is consumed in the neighborhood and Kirksville ; 
coal about 3 to Z^ feet thick. 

Jacob Ledford — Opened a mine last summer, and has been doing 
a fair local business ; mine located near Stahl ; employs 3 to 10. 

D. B, Pickens — Mine located near Stahl ; is idle and has been dur- 
ing the past year. 

Pennsylvania Coal company. — H. C. McCahan, general manager, 
and John Dawson, mine superintendent. 

This company is operating two mines in the county, one at Dan- 
forth and the other at Stahl, both of which are connected with the Q. 
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O. & K. C. E. R., by switches. Coal varies from 36 to 42 inches m 
thickness; pay for mining 3} cents per bnshel in summer and 4 cents 
in winter. 

These mines were inspected March 4. The one at Stahl was wet 
and muddy along its roadways, but in better condition than formerly, 
«ome of the roadways having been corduroyed and much improved 
since last inspection. Ventilation was being produced by a small fur- 
nace which was not giving good results, owing to small air-courses 
through which it had to pass. On complaining to the mine superin- 
tendent of these deficiencies, he informed me that they would soon 
abandon the old opening and reopen a new one, which they have since 
done, according to a letter received from Mr. Dawson ; about 20 men 
were employed. 

The Danforth mine is a shaft 50 feet deep. It was inspected March 
4, and found to be poorly ventilated. After making a thorough examina- 
tion of the inside workings, I came to the conclusion that the deficiency 
in the air-current was caused by the imperfection of the fan, which had 
recently been erected. On examining it we found that two errors had 
been made in its construction : first, by placing the vanes, with the curve 
forward; and second, by leaving an opening under the fan-house to 
receive the air at the tips of the vanes in place of leaving openings at 
the sides of fan as should have been done. Upon calling the superin- 
tendent's attention to these errors, he assured me that the matter 
would receive prompt attention, which it did, according to a letter 
received from him a short time after, in which he states: 

I changed the fan the week after you was here, and it made a great improve- 
ment ; there is more than twice as much air passing through the mine as there was 
when you was here. * * * I have got the air-courses in very good condition 
now, and hope to keep them that way. 

A system of pipes has been laid along main entry for the purpose 
of draining the workings and roads. By this method the roadways 
are kept in much better condition than they were when the water was 
hauled to the bottom in boxes. Goal is about 3i feet thick, separated 
by a thin stratum of fire-clay about three inches in thickness. About 
34 men and boyu were employed. Since last inspection a new cylinder 
boiler has been put in and a 10-foot fan erected. The principal part of 
the coal is consumed by the railroad company. 

AUDRAIN COUNTY. 

Production, 29,792 tons. 

Audrain county has shown a large increase over the preceding 

year in the production of coal. The report for 1891 shows the output 

to have been 19,569 tons, while in this report it is jgiven at 29,792 tons, 
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iT-alued at $1.68 per ton, or $50,164.85., an iacrease over the preceding 
year of 10,22 i tons. In producing this amount of coal an average of 
nearly 100 men were employed. 

Audrain Manufacturing Goal and Mining company — Mine located 
*^t Vandalia, connected with the O. & A. R. R. by a switch. 

The mine and fire-clay works were leased to 0. Dixon last March, 
since which time they have been operated by him. 

Shaft is about 65 feet deep ; ventilated by a furnace. At date of 
inspection ( May 17 ) mine was idle, caused by the receiit heavy rains 
obstructing the work in the fire-clay works, where a large per cent of 
the coal output is consumed. 

The fire-clay underlies the coal, and is from 8 to 12 feet thick ; the 
coal is left over the fire-clay working rooms and forms a splendid roof. 

The coal is about 28 to 30 inches thick, overlaid with a good roof, 
^and is worked on the long- wall plan. 

,Mine well drained ; roads in good condition. 

Omer Detienne — Mine located in the vicinity of Mt. Oarmel ; shaft 
45 feet deep; horse power; coal about 30 inches thick, and worked on 
the long- wall plan — the output being consumed in the neighborhood. 

Jas. B. Montague — Mine located near Laddonia ; shaft 20 feet deep ; 
horse power ; coal 2 J feet thick : worked on the long- wall plan ; mine is 
idle at this date (June) and has been since March 1. 

Owen Lynch — Mine located in the neighborhood of Laddonia ; shaft 
^6 feet deep ; operated in fall and winter for local consumption. 

Sherman & Bethel — Mine located at Farber ; shaft 104 feet deep ; 
borse power ; coal 28 inches thick, and worked on the long-wall plan. 
This mine was formerly operated by the Vandalia Coal Company, but 
was purchased by the above-named parties last January. The mine 
^ves employment to about six or seven men. 

Vandalia Ooal company — Wm. Beavers, president, and D. L. Stacy, 
mine boss. The company is also operating a mine at Wellsville, Mont- 
gomery county. Mine located just west of city limits of Vandalia; 
fiteam plant ; cages, safety gates and hoisting machinery in fair con- 
dition. Ventilation is produced by an 8-foot fan, which was giving 
fair results on date of inspection (May 17, '92). 

The coal seam is about 28 inches thick, overlaid with a good slate 
roof, and a soft fire-clay mining underlying it, rendering the seam 
peculiarly well adapted to the long-wall plan, which is being used ; 
mine is well drained and in good condition, most of the coal being con- 
sumed by the railroad company. 
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I was informed by the mine saperintendent that an escapement 
shaft would be sank in a short time in compliance with the mining law. 

Last November the miners struck for an advance of 6 cents per 
ton for mining. After being out two days, the matter was adjusted by 
the company giving the advance. 

A company composed of 12 miners was organized last spring 
under the name of the Martinsburg Coal Co., with Henry Whitehead^ 
foreman, and G. H. Bruce, secretary, and have sunk a shaft at Martins- 
burg, in the southeastern pwrt of the county, striking a 30-inch seam 
of coal, the latter part of June, t892, at a depth of 102 feet. As the 
Wabash railway passes near the mine, the shipping facilities are good.. 



BARTON COUNTY. 
Production, 108,784 tons. 

Barton county is one of the large coal producing counties of the 
State. Her principal mines are located at Minden and Liberal, although 
coal is being mined in the vicinity of Lamar, Milford, Irwin, Beloit, Yer- 
della, Esron and various other places throughout the county, but only to 
supply local demand. The Missouri Pacific and Kansas Oity, Ft. Scot 
and Memphis railways passing through the coal fields of the county^ 
furnish good shipping facilities for the product. 

The out put during the past year has been 108,784 tons, which wa& 
sold at an average of $1.18 per ton; while the preceding report gives 
the out put at 63,626 tons and the average selling price at $1.45 per 
ton, thus showing an increase in the production during the past year 
over the year 1891 of 45,168 tons. 

Following is a partial description of the more important mines of 
the county, together with a statement as to the condition in which they 
were found on dates of inspection : 

W. 8. Bacon — Mine located in the vicinity of Boston postoffice, 
and is operated for local consumption; coal only about 12 inches 
thick. 

John Betz — Mine located near Liberal ; slope ; coal about 30 inches 
thick, and worked on the pillar-and-room plan. 

WiUon Clark — Mine located near Lamar ; drift ; coal about 16 
inches thick, and worked on the pillar-and- room plan. 

Basil B. Hays — Mine located near Lamar ; drift ; operated in fall 
and winter to supply local trade. 
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8. H. Lanyon — Mine located about one mile southwest of Minden, 
mine postoflBce, and connected with the K, C, Ft. Scott & M. R. R. by a 
switch. 

The mine was formerly owned and operated by C. H. Morgan, but 
was sold to Mr. Lanyon last spring. 

Mine was idle at date of inspection (February 17, 1892), and had 
been for several days, therefore I only made a partial inspection of it. 
The road- ways were wet and muddy ; machinery, cages, etc., in fair 
condition. A 10-foot fan has been erected since previous inspection, 
to take the place of the furnace, but the casing around the fan had not 
been made tight, hence a large per cent of air passed through these 
openings, therefore the fan was not giving the results it would have 
given had it been properly constructed. 

Mr. Lanyon writes me that after taking charge of the mine he 
decided to stop the shot-flrers, as the limited demand for the product 
would not justify him in keeping them. When the miners were informed 
of this, they notified Mr. Lanyon that they would not work unless he 
continued the shot-firing method, whereupon the mine was closed down, 
and has been idle ever since. At the time of our inspection, 30 or 40 
men were employed. 

J. H. Laws — Mine located near Boston postoffice; shaft 16 feet 
deep ; coal about 12 inches thick, and used for local consumption. 

Liberal Goal company — John G. Todd, manager ; mines located near 
Liberal — one connected with the Mo. P. R. R. and the other with K. C, 
Ft. S. & M. R. by switches ; the |mine connected with Mo. P. R. R. is 
very wet and muddy, but the other one is comparatively dry, and neither 
mine was being properly ventilated. This was caused by a poor sys- 
tem of conducting the air through the working places. Notice was 
given the manager to have the necessary doors erected, in order to 
properly direct the air-currents, but as yet no information has been 
received at this office in regard to it. Doubtless the matter was attended 
to, otherwise I would have heard from some of the miners. The coal 
is about 30 inches thick, and worked on the pillar- an d-room plan; the 
product is consumed in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. Pay for 
mining, 60 cents per ton in summer and 75 cents in winter. 

M. JT. Lucas — Mine located near Pedro ; drift ; coal about 28 inches 
thick, and worked in fall and winter for home consumption. 

The Wear Coal company — W. E. Wear, president ; Archie B. Kirk- 
wood, superintendent, and John Kirkwood, mine boss. Mine located 
about I mile southwest of Minden and connected with the Kansas City, 
Ft. Scott & Memphis railroad by a switch. Shaft was sunk in 1890, 
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striking coal at a depth of 43 feet. Mine was inspected February 17, 
and found to be in good condition. Ventilation is produced hy a 
10 foot fan, which was removing 12,040 cubic feet per minute, as shown 
by the measurements, which were taken near the foot of the downcast 
shaft. The system of conducting the air-current through the mine is 
by splitting it into four separate and distinct currents, each split venti- 
lating separate groups of men. The only complaint I made in regard 
to the system was that in some instances rooms had been driven in a 
long distance from the entry, without any method of forcing the air 
current through them. On calling the mining boss' attention to the 
matter, he assured me that he would have canvas doors placed on en- 
tries in order to force the air around the faces of such rooms. This 
mine is noted for its dryness. Fot one bit of water is found in the 
whole workings, while the Lanyon mine, which is located only about i 
mile southwest of it, and is nearly as deep, is noted for the great 
amount. of water it makes. Water used for sprinkling roadways has 
to be piped from the surface. 

The coal is about 34 inches thick, and worked on the pillar-and- 
room plan. 

A great deal of powder is used by the miners, but only 5| pounds 
is allowed each miner in the mines at any one time, and this in a closed 
can. This method should be extended to other mines throughout the 
State, as I consider the careless method of handling powder which is 
practiced at some of our mines very dangerous. 

Machinery, cages, safety catches, gates, etc., in good condition; 
mine furnish es^em ploy m en t to about 113 men and boys ; coal consumed 
in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. 

Western Coal and Mining company — Mine located near Minden; 
connected with the Mo. Pac. R. R. by a switch. The plant has been 
idle during the past two years, until last fall it was started up and 
worked until March, drawing pillars, etc., at which time it was worked 
out and abandoned. Map showing the underground workings of the 
mine was filed with this office immediately after the mine was aban- 
doned, as required by law. 



BATES COUNTY. 

Production, 659,924 tons. 

Bates county has heretofore been the leading coal-producing county 

of the State, but in this report she is forced to take second place on 

the list, having been exceeded by Macon county. If it had equaled its 

former production, it would still be in the lead. The direct result of 
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this decrease is due to the Keith & Perry Coal Company exhausting 
its mines, and removing its plant to the adjoining county. When it is 
remembered that the immense business heretofore done by this com- 
pany in Bates county added so largely to its former production, we are 
pleased to note that the county shows so well in its output as compared 
with former years. 

The entire county is underlaid with the coal measure formation, 
and coal is being worked on a large scale at Worland, Amoret, Hume 
and Eich Hill. At the latter place the coal is from 3i to 6 feet in thick- 
ness, and is found from the surface to a depth of 260 feet. This is due 
to the undulating character of the prairie surface and the dip of the 
coal. Where it is found near the surface, it is obtained by stripping, 
but where stripping is not practicable, slopes or shafts are sunk to the 
seam. 

At Foster, Worland and Amoret a 3 foot seam of coal is worked 
quite extensively, both by underground mining and stripping. A bed 
of coal about 30 inches thick occurs in the vicinity of Hume, which is 
being operated by a number of different parties. 

Coal is also being mined at Spruce, and about 6 miles northwest 
of Rockville, to supply local demand. At the former place it is reported 
as being 12 inches thick, and at the latter from 4 to 6 feet. 

The shipping facilities of the county are comparatively good, hav- 
ing three railroads in its limits — the Mo. Pac. R'y running through the 
county from north to south, the K. C, Ft. S. & M. R'y passing through 
from northwest to southeast, and the K.O., N. &Ft. S. railroad extend- 
ing from Kansas City through the western part of the county as far 
south as Hume. 

There are reports from 62 mines, large and small, represented in 
the statistical table on this county. These 52 mines produced 669,924 
tons of coal during the past year, valued at $1.06 per ton, or a total 
valuation of $699,927.35. In producing this amount of coal, there was 
an average of 1256 men and boys employed in and about the mines. 

Following is a general description of each mine, etc. : 

AMOEET POSTOFFIOE. 

Blue Lick Coal Mining company—Geo* W. Bozzell, manager. This 
property is located on Eussell Brayton's land, some three miles south- 
west of Amoret, and about one mile southwest of railroad switch at 
the M. C. & C. Co. shaft. This company leased the mine and com- 
menced operations about the first of February last, and at date of 
inspection (June 8) a large ditch was being dug to drain the mine, no 
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men being employed at the coal face. A strip-pit is also being operated 
in connection with the mine. Coal about 3 feet in thickness and worked 
on the long- wall plan. 

Mascott Coal Mining company — Geo. W. Bozzell, superintendent. 
At the time of our visit to this property it was just being put in ope- 
ration. A shaft, was being sunk and a slope opened. The mine is 
located about one mile from railroad switch ; hence the* output is hauled 
to same in wagons. 

Missouri Coal and Construction Company — Mine located about 2 
miles south of Amoret and connected with the Kansas' Gity, Nevada 
and Ft. Smith railway by a switch. 

The shaft is about 40 feet deep, and equipped with good machin- 
ery for hoisting the coal. In September, 1891, the company closed the 
mine, and it remained idle until May 4, 1892, at which time it was leased 
to a party of coal miners who commenced operations under the name 
of Bates Gounty Go-operative Goal & M. Go., with N. Wallace Supt, 
and Wm. Grischell mining boss. We made an inspection of the prop- 
erty June 8, 1892, and found the mine in a reasonably good condition, 
considering the short time the new company had been in charge — they 
not having sufficient time to get the old air-courses, etc., properly 
cleaned out. 

The coal seam is about 32 inches in thickness, but runs very irregu- 
lar — often being interrupted by faults, and clay-seams. 

We are advised that the mine was again closed on August 1, since 
which time it has been idle. 

Russell (6 McBride — Have recently informed us that they are now 
opening up a slope, and report the coal as being over 3 feet in thickness. 

Thompson Coal and Feed company — F. H. Thompson, manager, and 
Ghristian Lotz, mining boss. 

Mine located about 3 miles south of Amoret; slope; at date of 
inspection they were employed laying track and putting the mine in 
proper condition for more extensive operation, although but little work 
has been done thus far except the driving of entries, etc. 

The coal is about 3 feet in thickness, and worked on thepillar-and- 
room plan. 

J. A. Yance and J. McNaley write us that they have recently 
opened a slope near Amoret. They also report the coal as being 3} 
feet in thickness. 
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BIOH HILL POSTOPFIOB. 

Wallace Bruce — This mine is located a short distance south of 
the Keith & Perry Coal company's mine No. 5. It was opened for the 
purpose of taking out some coal near the crop left by that company. 
At date of inspection, they had just commenced to drive in from the 
etrip.pit. The coal is about 4 to 4} feet in thickness and worked on 
the pillar-and-room plan — the output being hauled on a tram road to a 
switch having connections with the E. 0., Ft. S. & M. E. R. 

Sines Bros—Mme located on P. Spencer's land. The coal in 
brought to the surface through a slope. A new slope has recently been 
made on the west side of the property, arid a tram road built connect- 
ing the mine with a switch on the Missouri Pacific railway. This slope, 
we were informed, would soon be connected with the workings in the 
old slope, after which all the coal would be brought through the new 
4slope. The coal is from 4 to 5 feet in thickness and worked on the 
pillar-and-room plan. ' 

What came near costing two of the miners their lives occurred on 
the 14th day of July. Chas. Miller and Cal. Bowser were working in 
the mine on the night-shift, and while they were at work a heavy rain 
«torm came up and partly filled the slope with water but fortunately 
for them the coal rose from the foot of the slope to the working face, 
and a drainage had been made from the bottom of slope out through 
the old strip-works to the surface, through which a large portion of the 
water was drained, although the water completely shut off communi- 
-cation from the outside world. As soon as it was discovered that they 
were in the mine, a rescuing party was at once organized and set to 
work pumping and bailing the water out, and it was about 37 hours 
from the time they entered the mine until they were rescued. The 
feelings of these two men during their imprisonment can better be 
imagined than explained. 

8. W. Ropkins—'DTift and strip-pit; located at Eich Hill; coal 
from 5 to 6 feet in thickness. The product is hauled to railroad switch 
in wagons, and shipped to market over the Mo. Pac. E'y. 

Peter Pearson — Strip-pit is located about one and one-half miles 
•east of Rich Hill ; coal from 4 to 6 feet in thickness. The mine is 
operated to supply local demand. 

Rich Hill Coal Mining company — Major R. M. McDowell, general 
manager, and J. T. Reavley, superintendent. Mines are located in the 
dcinity of Rich Hill, but general office of the company is in St. Louis. 
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This is one of the largest coal companies in the State ; indeed, the^ 
output during the past year exceeds that of any company in the State ^ 
being nearly one-half million tons. The coal varies from 3| to 6 feet 
in thickness, and is worked on the pillar-and-room plan. Pay for min- 
ing, 61^ cents per ton for run of mine or unscreened coal, and. about 
69 cents per ton for clean coal. The Harrison mining machines have 
been introduced into mine Ko. 14, and as we understand, are giving 
general satisfaction. 

The coal is consumed in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. 
Following is a partial description of each mine, together with s^ 
statement as to the general condition of each at dates of inspection : 

Mine No. 2 — Mine located one mile north of Rich Hill. This mine 
has been in operation about 5 years, and the workings have extended 
into old No. 4, on the west 

Ventilation is produced by a 10-foot fan, which w^-s removing 
14,000 cubic feet of air per minute on first inspection (Nov. 28), meas- 
ured near the head of main entry, about 3,000 feet from bottom of 
shaft, and nearly 12,000 cubic feet per minute on second inspection — 
thus showing that the brattTcing, stoppings and air-courses are care- 
fully looked after by the mining boss, George Maylin. 

A No. 6 Knowles pump has been put in recently ; It is located 
about 2,200 feet from the hoisting shaft, and the steam from the boilera 
to run the pump is conveyed through pipes all of this distance, but 
does its work effectively. Track has been laid into the old workings 
of No. 4, and they are now drawing the pillars. Both air-shaft and 
hoisting shaft have recently been re-timbered and are in good condi- 
tion. 

Eoof good and roadways in fair condition. 

Mine No. S — This is a slope located about 3 miles northwest of 
Rich Hill. We made an inspection of the mine December 26, and found 
it fairly well ventilated and in reasonably good condition. A room had 
just been broken through into the old works of the Keith & Perry Coal 
company's mine No. 5, through which large volumes of black-damp were 
coming, but preparations were being made to send a sufficient current 
of air through it to carry the foul air away. All the work in the east 
slope was confined to drawing pillars. 

We are advised that the mine will probably be worked out and 
abandoned during the winter. J. B. Watson is mining boss. 

Mine No. 4 — Contract mine operated by Thos. Graham. This mine 
is located about 2J miles north of Rich Hill. It is ventilated by a^ 
7-foot fan which was giving fair results on date of inspection (Nov. 27.) 
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The working rooms have been driven into old No. 4 on the south, and 
are approaching No. 2 workings, which are also on the south. 

Roof good, but some of the roadways were wet and muddy, drain- 
age being inadequate. 

Mine No, 13 — This plant is located about 4} miles northwest of 
Rich Hill ; shaft 60 feet deep and equippied with good machinery for 
hoisting the coal, and ventilating the mine. A part of the ventilating 
shaft is bratticed off and used for an escapement shaft, being equipped 
with a good stair- way. 

This is one of the company's large producers, its output for the 
past year being over 100,000 tone. 

We made an inspection of the mine November 27, and found it 
fairly well ventilated, except a few rooms in an entry southwest of 
hoisting shaft worked by Mooney, Johnson and others. This deficiency 
was caused by a poorly constructed canvas brattice, which was leak- 
ing. Mr. W. H. Green, mining boss, was instructed to have the brattice 
cloth removed and a good substantial dirt and shale stopping erected- 
to take its place. 

The coal is from 3i to 5 feet in thickness, and in places even 6^ 
feet is found. As a general thing the overlying roof is good, although 
in places a light gray shale, usually caljed by the miners "soap-stone,'^ 
occurs which is not good, therefore requires a great deal of timbering 
to keep it secure. 

Roadways in good condition and mine fairly well drained. 

Mine Ko, H — Mine located about 5 miles northwest of Rich Hill,, 
and is one of the best equipped plants in the State. We made three 
inspections of the mine during the past year, November 25, FebJruary 
12 and June 13. The mine is ventilated by a 15 foot fan, and the air- 
current split into three different parts, each division ventilating separate 
groups of workmen, viz. : first split, first and second, third and fourth 
east entries on south side, also main south entry; second split, first 
east entry on east side of hoisting shaft ; third split, main north entry.. 

We found on last inspection that they were having a great deal of 
trouble, caused by spontaneous combustion in the old gobs, several 
rooms being sealed up at that time, in order to extinguish the fire. An- 
other annoyance in this mine is the poor roof which overlies the coal,, 
but since the introduction of mining machines, the latter trouble has 
been partially overcome, as but little powder is now used to bring down 
the coal, whereas under the old method of blasting the coal off, the 
solid props were often knocked out and the roof affected in such a 
manner as to cause large falls at the working face, thus increasing the 
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<50st of operation. We are informed that in rooms in which bad top 
occurs, now being worked, it would have been impracticable to have 
worked under the old system. 

The mine throws off considerable fire-damp, but is carefully watched 
by the officials, a special man being employed to make an inspection 
of the entire workings every morning before anyone is permitted to 
enter the mine. 

Coal is from 3^ to 5 feet in thickness, and worked on the pillar- 
4ind-room plan. The mine is a very dry one, road-ways even dusty if 
not kept sprinkled. Alex. McKlnnon is mining boss. 

Mine No. 15 — This mine is located about 2 miles south of Rich 
Hill. It is equipped with good machinery for hoisting the coal and 
ventilating the mine. The 10-foot ventilating fan has been removed 
from the top of hoisting-shaft and located at the air-shaft which has 
been sunk during the past year, and at the time of inspection an over- 
cast was being put in on the west entry for the purpose of splitting 
the air current into two parts on this side of the shaft. The air on the 
oast side was being carried around the mine in one continuous current. 
The coal is from 3} to 4 J feet in thickness, overlaid with a good shale 
roof. 

The mine was opened durinj^ the winter of 1890, hence has been in 
operation about eighteen months, and has a capacity of 40 cars of 
lump coal per day. Notwithstanding the short time that has elapsed 
«ince its opening, it has produced more than 87,000 tons of coal during 
the past year. 

Inspection was made November 23, and mine found to be in good 
oondition. Edward Allison is mining boss. 

Contract Mine — Operated by F. M. Martin. Located about 250 
jards north of No. 2 mine. We made an inspection of the inside work- 
ings December 28, and found that a great deal of the work was con- 
fined to drawing pillars. The mine has since been worked out and 
abandoned. 

Contract Mine — Operated by Simeon Jay. Mine located about 3} 
miles northwest of Eich Hill. Drift ; coal about 4 feet in thickness 
and worked on the pillar-and-room plan. Ventilation is produced by 
a* small furnace. 

Contract Mine — Operated by Wise Bros. This mine adjoins No. 
2 on the west, and is ventilated by the fan at No. 2 mine. 

We made an inspection of the inside workings December 28, and 
found it in fair condition, except the drainage, which was not good, a 
large pool of water being observed upon the road through which the 
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-workmen and mules had to pass. There is nothing of greater benefit 
to operators than good roads in mines ; mules can do more with less 
exertion, say nothing of the comfort they afford the workingmen who 
have to pass over them in going to and from their work. 

J. M. Wise — Mine located about 2} miles northwest of Eich Hill. 
We made an inspection of the mine November 25, and found the 
furnace to be removing about 13,000 cubic feet of air per minute. Meas- 
urement was taken near the up-cast shaft, but when we took a meas- 
urement in the last cross cut near the head of entry, oiily 3800 cubic 
feet was found to be passing per minute, thus showing that nearly three- 
fourths of all the air that entered the mine was lost before reaching 
the head of the main entry. On calling mining boss Sidney Haynes 
and Mr. Wise's attention to the matter, they said that the stoppings, 
•doors, etc., would be put in proper condition at once so as to force the 
air around the workings as required by law. A new air-shaft has been 
sunk during the past year and a furnace erected. A steam hoisting 
engine has also been put in to take the place of the horse power. The 
•coal is from 4 to 5 feet in thickness and worked on the pillar-and-room 
plan ; roof good and roadways in fair condition. 

Wm. Sullivan — Strip-pit; located about 1 mile south of Eich Hill. 
We understand Mr. Sullivan will soon commence operating ihe mine 
formerly operated by Woodson & Woodson, which adjoins his strip- 
work. The coal is of a soft nature, therefore is better adapted as a 
«team coal. It is about 4 feet in thickness. 

Keith & Terry Coal company — Mine No. 6, located about 4^ miles 
northwest of Eich HUl, was worked out and abandoned about the 1st 
of November, 1891. But they have opened a new mine south of Eich 
Hill, in Vernon county, known as No. 8. 

BOOKVILLB POSTOFFOB. 

John A. Ford — Strip-pit; located about 6 miles northwest of Eock- 
Tille, and about 8 miles northeast of Papinville. Here the coal is found 
near the surface, hence worked by an open cut by stripping the over- 
lying clay and shale off and quarrying out the coal. The coal is from 
£ to 6 feet in thickness, and has the same general appearance as the 
43eam worked so extensively in the vicinity of Eich Hill. 

D. B. Peeler — Has a lease on a portion of the property owned by 
Kansas & Missouri Land and Goal Go, on which this mine is located. 
The coal here, like the Ford mine, is obtained by stripping, and is of 
the same general character. 
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These mines were formerly known as the Nichols banks; coal from 
6 to 6 feet in thickness. As they have no shipping facilities, the out- 
put is necessarily confined to local demand ; other coal beds are known 
to exist in this vicinity, some of which have been worked in past years^ 
but as the limited demand would not justify a continuance, they were 
abandoned. 

It seems to us that^is is a good coal field for large coal operators 
or capitalists to investigate. 

WOBLAND POSTOFFICE. 

Kincaid <fe Co. — This company does a large coal business in the 
vicinity of Worland. 

The coal is about 3 feet in thickness, and is obtained by stripping 
off the overlyins: clay and shale, after which it is quarried out and 
hauled to railroad and shipped to market. A great number of other 
strip- pits are in operation in this vicinity, all operating the same seam 
of coal. 

Chas, Russell — Slope; located near Ward's switch, on Kincaid's^ 
land. The mine was formerly operated by F. A. Eamey ; coal 3 feet 
thick, and worked on the pillar and-room plan. 

N. B. Vaughn — Slope; located on Kincaid's land. The coal is. 
about 3 feet in thickness, and worked on the long- wall plan. This 
mine is generally idle during the summer months, the price of coal ia 
market not justifying operation. 

Western Goal and Mining company — Major. E. M. McDowell, gen- 
eral manager, and W. R. Williams, superintendent. 

Min€>s located near Worland and Foster, but general office of com- 
pany in St. Louis. 

Mine No. 1 — Located at Ward's switch ; was closed down about 
the Ist of September, 1891, and has not been in operation since; and 
mine No. 2 has been idle the whole of the past year. 

Mine No. S — Located about f of a mile west of Worland, and is con- 
nected with the St. L. Emp. Div. of Mo. P. railway by a switch. " 

The plant is located in a ravine, and the coal brought to the sur- 
face through two slopes — one entering the hill to the west of engine- 
house and the other to the east ; ventilation produced by two small 
furnaces — one located in each mine. While they seemed large enough 
to do the work required of them, yet in some parts of the mine a defi- 
ciency of air was found, caused by poorly constructed stoppings and 
canvas doors. The attention of the mining boss, John Joplin, was 
called to the matter, and he was instructed to replace the canvas doors 
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leith wooden ones, and make such other improvements as were neces- 
sary to better ventilation. 

The coal is about 3 feet thick, and overlaid with a gray shale, which 
is not good, hence requires a great deal of timbering to keep it secure. 
The coal is interrupted by faults, and rolls in the roof, which is also a 
^reat source of annoyance to both operator and miner. 

Pay for mining 81i cents per ton. 

We are informed by the company that the abov^ mine was aban- 
<loned about August 1, 1892. 



BOONE COUNTY. / 

Production, 21,058 tons. 

Mining is being prosecuted in. the vicinity of Brown's Station, 
Oentralia, Columbia, Harrisburg, Perche and other places throughout 
the county, but only in a limited way to supply local trade — the Colum- 
bia Coal Mining Company being the only mine having railroad facilities. 

Following is a partial description of each mine. 

OENTEALIA POSTOFFICE. 

Centralia Coal company ^W. H. Carpenter manager. Mine located 
about 1 J miles east of Centralia. Shaft 30 feet deep ; horse power ; 
coal about 24 inches thick and worked on the long-wall plan, the roof 
overlying it being well adapted for the same. 

Mining is done in the fire-clay which underlies the coal. The mine 
was inspected May 14 and found to be in fair condition. However, 
it makes considerable water but is reasonably well drained. 

The product is used to supply local trade. 

O, M. Wiley — Mine located about 3 miles north of Centralia. 
Horsepower; shaft about 30 feet deep. Coal 26 inches thick and 
worked on the long-wall plan. The mine is operated to supply local 
trade. 

. COLUMBIA POSTOFFICE. 

B. 8. Benefiel — Mine located 3^ miles northeast of Columbia. 
Slope ; coal about 3 feet thick, and worked pillar-and-room plan. 
The mine is operated in fall and winter to supply local trade. 

Columbia Coal Mining company — A.. Bees, superintendent. The 
plant is located at Switzler postoffice, about 5 miles north of Columbia, 
and connected with the Columbia branch of the Wabash railway by a 
switch. 
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This is the most productive mine in the county, and is the only one 
having railroad connection. The shaft is 112 feet deep : horse-power ; 
ventilation produced by an iron basket, used as a furnace in the air- 
shaft. Owing to a fall of slate in the air-course, the ventilating appa- 
ratus was not giving good results at date of inspection (May 13). 
However, a force of men was employed cleaning up the fall. 

The coal is about 36 to 38 inches thick, overlaid with a soft shale 
roof, which requires very careful timbering. The method of mining 
has been changed from the pillar-and-room to the long- wall plan, which 
is giving better satisfaction. 

Pay for mining, 80 cents per ton. Most of the output is consumed 
by the railroad company. 

W. A. Ooodding — Mine located 4 miles north of Columbia. Horse 
power; shaft 50 feet deep. The coal is 3 to 3} feet in thickness and 
overlaid with a good shale roof. Pillar-and-room plan is followed* 
The product is consumed in Columbia and vicinity. 

STURGEON POSTOFFIOB. 

Wald, Andrews <fe company — Mine located about 2J miles south of 
Sturgeon. 

This mine was operated last year by D. A. Mayer & Bro., the pres- 
ent operators taking charge about the first of May, and are now sink- 
ing a new shaft on the same tract of land. The coal is about 30 to 36 
inches thick, overlaid with a very soft shale roof. 

The output is used to supply local market. 



CALDWELL COUNTY. 
Production, 38,333 tons. 

Caldwell county is the tenth county in production of coal, and 
is now noted as having the deepest shaft in the State. It is located 
at Hamilton and is 500 feet in depth. 

During the past year 38,333 tons of coal were produced and sold 
for $56,214.96, or an average of $1.58 per ton, and for the same period 
in 1890 and 1891, 22,661 tons were produced, which was sold for $40,874, 
or an average of $1.80 per ton, thus showing an increase of 16,671 in 
tons, but a decrease of 22 cents per ton in the amount received for 
the output. 
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' COWaiLL POSTOFFICE. 

Cowgill Mining company — James Blair, superintendent ; mine located 
about II mile west of Oowgill ; connected with 0., M. & St. P. R. R. by 
a switch ; shaft 340 feet deep ; equipped with steam plant. The shaft 
was sunk about three years ago, but the tip-house was burned down 
shortly after the mine was put into operation, and was not rebuilt until 
August, 1891, since which time it has been in operation, furnishing 
employment to 8 or 10 men. The coal varies in thickness from 6 to 18^ 
inches, and has the general appearance of that worked at Kingston and 
Hamilton. 

HAMILTON POSTOFFICE. 

Caldwell Coal company — Mine located about 1} mile east of Hamil- 
ton, and connected with the Hannibal & St. Joseph R. R. Mine was 
inspected on the 17th day of December, also March 11. \ On first inspec- 
tion, they were opening up the lower seam of coal, which is about 147 
feet below the seam formerly worked, and about 607 feet below the 
surface. The coal is 18 to 20 inches thick, overlaid with a hard shale 
roof, and underlying the seam is a fireclay, which renders it suitable to 
the long-wall plan, which is adopted, 

Mr. Wm. Hall, the superintendent, had just erected a 10-foot ven- 
tilating fan to take the place of the steam jet, which was in use a few 
weeks before our visit. This had made a great improvement in the air 
current. After making this inspection, I notified the officials of the 
company that it was necessary that an escapement shaft be sunk as 
required by law, and in due time they informed me that they had com- 
menced work on the shaft in question. The second inspection wa» 
made to ascertain how the work was progressing, and we found the 
shaft down about 65 feet, and being pushed to completion ; since this 
visit, I have been notified that the shaft is down to a depth of 150 feet. 

The mine furnished employment to about 80 men and boys ; coal 
consumed in Missouri and J^ebraska. 

Hamilton Coal company — Joseph McOourt, mine superintendent^ 
and Ralph Booth, secretary. Mine located about 1^ mile southeast of 
Hamilton; connected with the Hannibal & St. Joseph R. R. by a 
switch. 

Ventilation is produced by a lOfoot fan, which was on date of in- 
spection (December 18) giving fair results. 

Machinery, safety- catches, cages, gates and bonnets in good con- 
dition. 
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The coal varies from 1 to 2 feet in thickness and is overlaid with 
a splendid roof. Considerable water was lying along the west coal 
face which had to be pumped out, while the roadways along the entries 
were dry and in good condition. An overcast had been put across the 
main west entry, through which the air-current is now being conducted, 
which has made an improvement in the ventilation. From 30 to 60 
men are employed ; coal consumed in Kansas and Nebraska. 

KINGSTON POSTOFFICB. 

Kingston Coal Company — E. H. Johnson president, and T. W. 
Hines sup't. Mine located about one mile north of Kingston, con- 
nected wiih Hamilton and Kingston R. R. by a switch. Shaft is 240 
feet deep; equipped with a pair of engines 10x12 inches in cylinder ; 
engine shaft geared to a 5foot dram 3 to 1 ; steam is generated by a 
two-flue boiler. The tip-house and other equipments are fairly well 
arranged for a plant of this character. 

Ventilation is produced by a steam jet, located in the ventilating 
chamber, which is separated from the main hoisting shaft by wooden 
brattice- work. On date of inspection (December 18), n?ine was found 
in good condition and the mining law being observed, with the single 
exception of gates around shaft-top; after calling the superintendent's 
attention to the matter he assured me that it would receive his prompt 
attention, which it did, according to a letter received from him a few 
days later. 

The coal varies in thickness from 10 to 24 inches and has the 
appearance of being the same seam worked by the Hamilton Coal Com- 
pany at Hamilton, and Cowgill Mining Company at Cowgill ; pay for 
mining $1.25 per ton. 

Coal is consumed in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. About 30 
to 35 men are employed. 



CA.LLA.WAY COUNTY. 
Production, 16,551 tons. 

The principal mines in Callaway county are located in the vicinity 
of Fulton, and are operated to supply local demand. The Fulton Fire- 
Brick and Mining Company has recently sunk a shaft near Fulton, and 
equipped it with good machinery, and are doing a fair business. A. 
Harris & Bro.'s mine is also connected with the railroad, and has a 
limited amount of commercial trade. A description of the mines is as 
follows : 
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PULTON POSTpPFICE. 

Wm. Castle — Located near Fulton ; drift; coal about 26 inches thick 
' and is worked on the pillar-and-room plan. An air-shaft has been sunk 
during the past year ; from three to four men are employed. 

Fulton Fire-Brick and Mining company — S. Threlkeld president and 
David Jones mine-boss. Mine located about 1\ miles west of Fulton ; 
connected with South branch of 0. & A. R. E. by a switch. The shaft 
-- was sunk several years ago by other parties and operated for a short 
time, after which it was abandoned. Last fall the above named com- 
pany re-opened the mine and are now operating it. They have erected 
a good substantial tip-house and put in a hoisting engine ; also stink 
an escapement shaft. The coal is about 30 to 34 inches thick ; worked 
on the long- wall plan. It is overlaid with a fair shale roof. A seam of 
fire-clay is also being worked by the company, which underlies the 
coal seam, and is being hoisted out through the same shaft ; it is about 8 
feet in thickness, and worked on the pillar-androom plan. 

^ince the plant was put in operation, about 10,000 tons of fire-clay 
and 3600 tons of coal have been mined, all of which have been used in 
the manufacturing of fire-brick at the company's works in Fulton. 
About 45 to 50 hands are employed in and about the fire-clay and coal 
mine. The inside workings of the mine were dry and in good condition 
on date of inspection ( May 18, 1892 ). 

John Harris — Mine located near Fulton; horse-power; shaft 40 
feet deep ; coal about 30 inches thick, and underlaid with several feet 
of fire- clay, which is now being worked and shipped to Chicago. 

The coal is used to supply home market. 

A. Harris cfe Bro. — Mine located about one mile west of Fulton ; 
connected with South branch of 0. & A. railroad by a switch. 

Inspection was made May 18, and mine found in reasonably good 
condition, considering the bad roof which they have to contend with. 
I did not see any good roof in the mine ; even entries and air-courses 
have to be cross-timbered to secure the roof; if this is not done, it 
will fall until it arches itself. 

On the night before this inspection was made, a fall of rpof 
occurred in the air-course — cutting off ventilation from a portion of 
the mine — which had to be removed before the miners could proceed 
to their work. 

Most of the output is used by the railroad company. 

4 — M 
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Jno. Marsenkoff—Mine^ located near Fulton ; shaft 50 feet deep ; 
horse-power ; coal about 3 feet thick ; worked on the pillar-and-room 
plan. The product is used to supply home market. 

James Smith — Mine located near Pulton ; drift ; coal is about 32 
inches thick, and worked on the long-wall plan. Goal consumed in 
Pulton. 

Tharp cfe James — Mine located about two miles northwest of 
Pulton ; slope ; coal about 28 inches thick, and worked on the long- wall 
plan. 

aUTHBIE POSTOFFIOE. 

A. W. Oriswell — Mine located near Guthrie ; drift ; coal is about 
28 inches thick and worked on the pillar-androom plan. The mine is 
operated by R. M. Henderson ; coal is mined to supply home con- 
sumption. 

M'OBEEDIE POSTOFFIOE. 

J. 8. Henderson^Mixxe operated in fall and winter to supply home 
trade. The coal is about 34 inches thick and worked on the piliar-and- 
room plan. 

STEPHENS' STOBE POSTOFFIOE. 

W. M. Guy — Mine near Stephens' Store ; shaft 60 feet deep ; coal 
about 3 feet thick; worked on the long- wall plan. The product is 
used to «upply home market. 



CARROLL COUNT r. 
Production, 1380 tons. 

Very little mining has thus far been carried on in Carroll county, 
notwithstanding the entire county is underlaid by the coal measure 
formation. The principal mines reporting as operated during the past 
year are located in the vicinity of CarroUton and Norborne. The coal 
varies from 15 to 22 inches in thickness, and is used to supply local 
demand. 



CHARITON COUNTY. 

Froduction 2312 tons. 

While the whole of Chariton county is underlaid by the coal meas- 
ure formation, yet very little mining is being carried on. The mines 
that have been operated during the past year are only worked upon a 
very small scale to supply the local demand. The mine producing the 
most coal is located near Salisburry and operated by A. G. S^etman. 
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The coal is reported to be about 22 inches thick. Other small mines 
are also operated in fell and winter in this vicinity. N'ear Indian Grove 
strip-pits are being worked by Joseph Fuller and J. W. Isle — the coal 
being 18 inches thick. 

T. 0. Subletts is operating a strip-pit near Mendon to supply local 
trade, where the coal is reported as being 23 inches thick. A strip-pit 
is also b^ing worked for home consumption near Newcomer, by G. W. 
Muckey, who reports the coal as being 18 to 20 inches in thickness. 
Several other small mines are operated in fell and winter in different 
parts of the county. 

We visited a mine which had just been sunk by 0. M. Williams, 
located about IJ mile south of Marceline, on the 3d of March. This 
«haft is 65 feet deep, and coal about 18 inches thick — probably the same 
•seam as that worked by the Kansas & Texas Goal Go. at Marceline. 



CLAY COUNTY. * 

Bandolph Goal and Oas company — The mine is located at Eandolph, 
and is a well-equipped plant, but has not been in operation during the 
past year. Suit was filed against the of&cials of the company a little 
over one year ago to compel them to make a second opening, to be 
used as an escapement shaft, as required by section 7063, R. S. of 1889, 
whereupon the company closed the mine down, and it has been idle 
since. 

It does seem to us that there is too much capital invested in this 
plant to allow it to lie idle. The hoisting apparatus, boilers, etc., are 
first-class. 

W^e understand that they are keeping the mine drained and in good 
-condition, contemplating starting up again in the near future. 



COLE COUNTY. 

Production, 1548 tons. 

BLSTON POSTOFFICE. 

Elston Coal Mining company — David Edwards, manager. Mine 
located near Elston ; shaft 40 feet deep ; horse power. The coal is 
found deposited in a small basin, and is said to be several feet in thick- 
ness. The mine has just been put in operation; therefore the output 
was small for the past year. 
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Oeo, S. Leadh <fe cowipany— Mine located about 2| miles west of 
Elston and about i of a mile south of Missouri Pacific railroad track^ 
on J. A. Elston's land. Shaft 135 feet deep ; horse power. The shaft 
was sunk in the center of the coal deposit, which is said to be 20 or 30 
feet thick in places, and extends over a small area, but the extent of 
the area is unknown to us. 

There was no protection around the shaft-top nor safety catches 
on cage at the time of our inspection. Mr. Wm. T. Tendel, who was 
in charge, was duly notified to have gates put around shaft-top and 
safety catches put on cage as required by law. With these exceptions 
I found the mine in fair condition. Goal used to supply local trade ; 
some, however, is shipped to points along the Missouri Pacific railroad. 



COOPER COUNTY. 

Production, 3666 tons. 

BOONVILLB POSTOFFIOB. 

Ghas, W. Hazell — Strip mine ; is located about 1} mile south of 
Boonville ; coal about 18 inches thick ; mine operated to supply local 
trade. 

JSr. W. Jenkins — The property upon which this mine is located ad- 
joins the city ( Boonville ) limits on the south. The coal is about 16 to 
18 inches thick : worked on the long- wall plan, and is brought to the 
surface through a drift. Mine idle date of inspection, but has been 
leased to Kasper Kochner, who will operate it during the coming year.. 

Missouri Valley Coal and Mining company — A. P. Mills, manager^ 
and J. M. Rich, mine boss; mine located on the side of the hill, just 
south of the Missouri river, and about 4 miles west of Boonville. The 
shaft now being operated is about 80 feet deep, equipped with fair 
machinery, which was in good condition on date of inspection (April 
21, 1892). The coal is found in a trough, or basin, and has been worked 
for a number of years. The deposit is about 100 feet wide, but its 
length east and west is not known ; however, it has been followed for 
about 600 feet. It is of the cannel variety, and is principally used in 
the manufacturing of gas. From 6 to 8 men are employed. 

A. Palmberg — Is operating a mine near Bunceton to supply local 
trade. 

The shaft is 100 feet deep ; horse power. The coal deposit is said 
to be about 16 feet thick. 
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IDADE COUNTY. 
Production, 6881 tons. 
SYLVANIA POSTOFPIOE. 

Robert Mc Cluey — Mines located near Sylvania. The coal is about 
28 inches iu thickness, underlaid with fire-clay, which affords splendid 
mining. The output is used to supply home market; from 12 to 15 
men are employed in fall and winter. 

8. McQarvey — Mine located near Sylvania; slope; coal about 28 
to 30 inches thick, and worked on the pillar-and-room plan. 

Ramsey cfe Evans — Are now operating the mine on J. R. Beaton's 
land, which was formerly operated by John Eiley. The coal is brought 
to the surface through a slope ; it is about 30 to 32 inches in thickness. 

R. M. Sharp — Is also operating a mine in a small way in the 
vicinity of Sylvania. From 2 to 8 men are employed. 

There are other mines being operated in the vicinity of Sylvania 
and Oedarville, but only in a small manner, to supply local trade. 



GRUNDY COUNTY. ^ 
Production, 28,670 tons. 
Grundy county is the twelfth coal-producing county of the State ; 
during the past year she has produced' 28,670 tons, against 28,983 tons 
for the preceding year. 

TRENTON POSTOFFICB. 

Qrundy County Coal company — N. Shanklin, superintendent. This 
company owns and is operating two mines located at Trenton, both of 
which are connected with the 0. & R. I. R. R. by switches. The above 
named company is operating the only mines in the county. The coal 
is 18 inches thick and worked on the long-wall plan. It contains but 
little sulphur, and is said to be superior to the Iowa coals for locomo- 
tive use. 

The roof is very good, requiring but little or no timbers, either at 
the working face or along the roadways. From 6 to 15 inches of the 
overlying shale is taken down with the coal and used in building pack- 
walls along the working face, thus saving props. 

The price paid for mining varies in summer and winter from $1.25 
to $1.37 J per ton at the new mine, and $1.06i to $1.12^ at the old mine. 
These two mines together furnish employment to nearly 150 men and 
boys. Coal is used by the railroad company and to supply local trade. 
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Mine No. 1 — Is a shaft 210 feet deep ; steam plant ; ventilated by 
a 10-foot £ftn, which was giving fair results on date of inspection (March 
10), although not as much air was passing around the working face a& 
required by law. On making an investigation it was found that some 
old timbers had fallen down the in-take air-shaft, partially closing it, 
causing the deficiency. However, the air courses were in much better 
condition than on previous inspection. 

With this exception we found the underground workings in good 
order. 

The hoisting shaft and cages were in poor condition and needed 
to be repaired. The superintendent's attention was called to these 
matters, and he was instructed to have the deficiencies attended to- 
immediately, and we have since been notified that more than a month 
was spent in making the necessary repairs. 

Shaft No. 2 — Is 168 feet deep. It was sunk last supimer (1891) and 
has been equipped with good hoisting appliances. 

The engines were built by .the Ottumwa Iron works and are 14X28^ 
inches in cylinder, connected direct to a 7-foot drum. The engine- 
house boiler-room and tip-house are fairly well arranged for conveni- 
ence and economy of working. A 10-foot ventilating fan is used to 
ventilate the mine. It 'sets in the upcast air-way at th| shaft landing^ 
the ventilating chamber being bratticed off from the main shaft by 
wooden brattice-work. Considerable water was encountered while 
sinking the shaft. It occurred at a depth of about 65 feet, while pass- 
ing through a body of sand and gravel.* In order to prevent the 
water from running down the shaft, a large sump or basin vas shot out 
in the side of the shaft, in which the water is collected and pumped to- 
the surface. 

Entries had only been driven in a short distance from the bottom 
at the time of our inspection (March 10), and but little attention had 
been given to the matter of ventilation ; but we were informed that the 
air-current would be split into four parts as soon as practicable! 



HENRY COUNTY. 
Production, 137,258 tons. 

The coal measure formation extends over nearly the whole of 
Henry county, and the county ranks as one of Missouri's large pro- 
ducers. The principal mining is being done near Deepwater, Brown- 
ington, North, Clinton, Lewis Station and Calhoun. However, mining 

*Seyeral large pieces of well-preserved wood were found in sinking this shaft, at a depth of 65 
feet, while passing through a hed of sand and gravel . 
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is being carried on in a limited manner, to supply local trade at several 
other places throughout the county. 

The Missouri, Kansas & Texas railway, passing direct through the 
county from northeast to southwest, K. 0., Ft. Scott & M. and Kansas 
City & Southern railways from north to south, furnish good shipping 
facilities for the product. 

N During the past year there have been 137,258 tons of coal produced, 
which was sold for $199,735, or an average of $1.46 per ton. In pro- 
ducing this amount of coal, an average of 490 men and boys were 
emplo^^ed in and about the mines during the year. 

Following is a partial description of the principal mines in the 
county, together with a statement ai^ to their condition at dates of 
inspection : 

BROWNINGTON POSTOFFICB. 

Blair Diamond Mine — Operated by John Thompson & Co., mine 
located near Brownington ; connected with the Kansas City Southern 
railway by switch. 

In September, 1891, the company sunk a new shaft, locTbted about 
600 feet east of the old one, after which they abandoned the old shaft. 
The new mine is 50 feet deep, equipped with a small hoisting engine. 
We visited and made inspections of the property January 30, February 
9 and March 15. On first inspection, we found that the ventilating fan 
was doing but little good, owing to a poor system of conducting the 
air-current through the mine. The attention of Thos. Coe, mining boss, 
was called to the fact, and he was instructed to make the changes neces- 
sary to properly ventilate all parts of the mine in which men were 
working, as required by law. The second inspection was made to 
ascertain if any changes were being made to improve the air, but to 
our astonishment nothing was being done to better its condition. We 
made an attempt to take a measurement of the air on the north side of 
shaft, but the air-current was not sufficient to move the air-meter, and 
only about 1100 cubic feet was passing along the main air-course on the 
south side, which was supposed to ventilate the entire mine, in which 50 
men were employed. After making this inspection, we notified the pro- 
secuting attorney to bring suit against the company immediately. After 
the superintendent was notified that suit had been filed, he put men to 
work at once sinking an air-shaft, and at the same time wrote us a let- 
ter, of which the following is a copy: 

Brownington, Mo., Feb. 13, 1892. 
C. C. Woodson, esq., Jefferson City Mo.: 

Dkar Sir— We have stopped north side of mine No. 1 until air-shaft is down 
and fan put up. 

Trust this will be satisfactory to you, and if you will withdraw the suit, we 
will pay what cost there is attached now. John Thompson & Co^ 



N Thompson <fc Co^T^ 
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On receipt of the above communication we again visited the mine, 
and found the air-shaft in question had been sunk, near the hoisting 
shaft, in a very convenient place, and the ventilating fan removed and 
placed over it, Which had the effect of greatly improving ventilation. 
After making this inspection we called at the Prosecuting Attorney's 
ofQce, and had a conference with that gentleman, whereupon, it was 
agreed that, inasmuch as the above named company had made the nec- 
essary improvements, so as to comply with the law, prosecution would 
be withheld. The coal is about 3 feet thick, overlaid with a shale roof, 
which is very poor in places, requiring a great deal of extra timbering. 
Pillar-and-room,plan is followed; entries and some of the rooms are 
wet. From 36 to 70 men and boys are employed, the number of men 
being governed by the demand. 

Pay for mining 85 cents per ton in summer and 95 cents in winter. 

Dunlap Coal company — Lee Dunlap, superintendent; mines located 
about one mile northwest of Brownington. The company does a great 
deal of strip-work in addition to the underground mining. 

At date of inspection ( Feb. 9 ) about 30 men were employed in 
the shaft, which is about 25 feet deep. It is equipped with a horse hoister* 
The coal is about 3 feet in thickness, overlaid with a fair shale roof. It 
is worked on the pillar-and-room plan. 

Yentilition produced by a small furnace, which was giving poor 
results at date of our inspection, on account of the fire in furnace 
having been neglected by the mining boss. Instructions were given to 
the superintendent and mine-boss to have the furnace going at all times 
when the miners were at work. 

CALHOUN POSTOFFICE. 

Baldwin & Fonda — Joseph Lennartz supt. Mine located about 
two miles west of Calhoun, and known as the "Gidney shaft." It is 
connected with the M. K. & T. E. E. by a switch. August 12, 1891, 
the tip-house, coal-chutes and engine-house took fire and burned 
down. It is supposed the fire caught from the ventilating furnace, 
which was located near the shaft-bottom. But in September the com- 
pany sunk another shaft, about 600 feet east of the old one, which is 
7x14 feet in the clear, divided by partitions into cage- ways — the Up- 
cast or ventilating chamber being bratticed off from the main hoisting 
shaft by wooden brattice- work. 

Th6 plant is fairly well arranged for convenience of working, etc. 
Five railroad chutes, for coaling engines, of 125 bushels capacity each, 
have been erected. 
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We visited and made a careful inspection of t^ie mine on January 
28, and found it in good condition. 

May 17, the company notified us that they had just erected an 
, 8-foot fan, which was working to perfection. 

' Coal about 30 inches thick; worked on the long wall plan. Pay 
for mining, 85 cents per ton. We are informed that an air and escape- 
ment shaft are now being sunk. 

CLINTON POSTOFFICE. 

Wm. England— Mine located about 3| miles southeast of Clinton ; 
<5oal 3 feet thick; worked on pillar-and-room plan. Coal consumed in 
the neighborhood. . 

J. B. Kinney-^Mine located about 2 miles southeast of Clinton ; 
elope ; coal about 2 feet thick ; worked pillar and-room plan. 

jB. 0. McBeth — This mining property is located about 3 miles south 
of Clinton. 

The mine is now being operated by L. Shorter. It was operated 
last year by Mr. Bodi, and formerly known as the Pitcher mine. The 
shaft now being operated is about 33 feet deep ; but the coal crops 
out along the branch below the shaft, where it is obtained by stripping. 

The coal is worked on the pillar-and-room plan, and is from 24 to 
28 inches in thickness. The product is used in Clinton and vicinity. 

B. L. Owen — Mine located about 2 miles southeast of Clinton; 
shaft was sunk last fall, striking the coal at a depth of 25 feet. The 
vein is about 2 feet in thickness, and of good, quality. Coal consumed 
in the vicinity of Clinton ; nine men employed at date of inspection 
January 30, 1892. • 

DBEPWATEB POSTOFFICE 

Denham Goal company — E. G. Denham manager. Shaft 47 feet 
deep; horse-power; mine located near Eaton's switch,' and about S^ 
miles southeast of Deep water. It was not in operation at date of our 
visit, hence no inspection was made of the inside workings. 

Ragman & Eaton — The mine is located about 3 miles southeast of 
Deep water and near Eaton's switch. Shaft 45 feet deep ; horse-power. 
The mine was being operated by John Hurst at date of our inspection 
<Feb. 8). At that date the ventilation was not good, but an air-course 
was being driven to a shaft which had just been sunk, which doubtless 
improved ventilation when it was completed. No complaints have 
been received* from the employes of the mine, hence we presume that 
the requirements of law in regard to ventilation have been complied 
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with. Goal aboat 3 feet thick, overlaid with a'soft shale roof, which 
required a great deal of timbering to keep it secure. 
From 10 to 15 men are employed. 

JT. B. Hobbs — Mine located about 3 miles southeast of Deep water ; 
drift ; coal 3 feet thick ; worked on the pillar-and-room plan. 

J. W. Hurst — Is operating a mine on Hagman & Eaton land ;. 
located about 3 miles southeast of Beepwater. 

The mine was partially filled with water at date of inspection 
(February 8), therefore we could not make an examination of the inside 
workings. However, the water was being removed from the mine, and 
we were informed that operations would be resumed in a few days. 

The product is consumed at points along the K. 0., Ft. S. & M. E. 
B. The coal is of the same general character as that worked by H. B. 
Hobbs, Denham Goal Go., Hagman & Eaton, and others. 

Kay Coal comjpany— Strip mines ; located near Deepwater; coal 
about 3 feet thick. The product is consumed in Missouri and Kansas.. 
From 8 to 16 men are employed. J. B. Kay is superintendent. 

Keith & Perry Coal company — John Perryjgeneral manager, John 
Faterson sup't, and Eobert Barr mine-boss. The plant is located 
about one mile northeast of Deepwater^ and connected with the K. C 
Ft. S. & M. E. E. by a switch. The shaft is 60 feet deep, equipped 
with good machinery for hoisting the coal and draining the mine. 

A good substantial tip-house has been rebuilt since the fire in 
May 1891, which completely destroyed that part of the plant. The 14- 
foot fan which was erected after the fire was giving fair results, at date 
of inspection (Feb. 1, 1892), but the ventilation could be much im- 
proved, by splitting the air into two or more parts, instead of sending^ 
the whole volume around the face in one continuous current. We 
mention this, not but what the ventilation was reasonably good at the 
time of our visit, but that the officials might take the matter under 
advisement. As the mine is worked on the long- wall plan and the air 
confined to the working face, the current in narrow places along the 
same is necessarily very strong, rendering it very uncomfortable for the 
miner. We have frequently heard them complain of the difficulty in 
keeping their lights burning at the face ; besides, when a fall occurs 
along the face nearly the whole of the mine is more or less affected by 
the checking of the air, whereas, if the current was split in several 
parts, only those working on the split where the fall occurs would be 
subjected to any inconvenience. 

The coal is about 2^ feet thick and overlaid with a good slate root 
However, a fault or two had occurred in the roof on the first and 
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second- west entries which had the effect of causing several Mis. From 
90 to 110 men and boys are employed. The output is consumed in 
Missouri and Kansas. 

MoFadden & company — H. B. McPadden superintendent ; slope ;, 
located about 3 miles southeast of Deepwater. Mine waa opened last 
December, but has not been in operation the entire time. Ooal about 3 
feet thick, worked on the pillar-and-roon plan. From 6 to 12 men are 
employed. 

Wm. Biislc — Is operating a mine located about 5 or 6 miles south- 
west of Deepwater, to supply local demand. Shaft is 70 feet deep ;. 
horse-power ; coal is said to be about 33 inches in thickness. . 

HARTWBLL POSTOFFICB. 

J, V. Swearinger—^lB operating what is known as mine No. 2.~ The 
plant is located about three-fourths of a mile south of Hartwell, and 
connected with the K. C, Ft. S. & M. E. E. by a switch. Shaft 36 feet 
deep ; horse-power ; coal about 30 to 34 inches in thickness, overlaid 
with a fair slate roof, -which renders it peculiarly well adapted to the 
long- wall plan, which is used. 

A part of the hoisting-shaft is bratticed off and used as an upcast 
or ventilating chamber, a small furnace being used as a motive power- 
The mine was well drained and in fair condition on date of inspection 
(February 19, 1892). 

LEWIS STATION POSTOFFICB. 

Co-operative Coal company — L. W. Good, president. Mine located 
at Lewis Station, and connected with the M., K. & T.E. R. by a switch. 
.We visited and made a careful examination of the mine January 28,. 
and found the underground workings in good condition, but they had 
neglected to put bonnets or protection over the cages, and attach a 
brake on drums as required by law. The officials of the company were 
instructed to have these matters attended to at once. A good escape- 
mentshaft had been sunk and equipped with ladders, thus furnishing 
easy ingress and egress for the employes. 

Coal is about 28 inches thick, and worked on the long- wall plan., 
Pay for mining, 85 cents per ton. 

D, B, Pigg & Co — Wm. J. Gill mine-boss. The mine is located 
about IJmile northeast of Lewis Station. Ooal is about 30 inches 
thice; worked on the long-wall plan. Ventilation produced by a small 
furnace, which was giving fair results at date of inspection. In January 
last the heavy rains caused an overflow in Tebo creek, which runs by 
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the moath of the drift, and deluged the workings with mad and water, 
caasing a delay of several weeks in its operation. 

Pay for toining, 85 cents per ton. The product is consumed along 
the M. K. & T. E. E. 

Tebo Coal company ^B,. Bo wen superintendent, Henry Pecken- 
paugh mine-boss. ' 

Steam plant, located about 1^ mile east of Lewis Station, and con- 
nected with the M. K. & T. E. E. by a switch. 

Mine ventilated by a small furnace which seems to be suflBcient for 
the work required of it. There was no work at date of inspection 
< Jan. 29, 1892 ), hence no fire in furnace, therefore no measurement of 
the air-current was taken. 

The coal is about 30 in<>hes thick, overlaid by a good roof which 
renders it suitable for the long-wall plan, which is being used. 

The mine was found in fair condition at the time of our visit, but 
the cages were old and needed to be replaced with new ones, which 
has since been done, according to a letter received from the company. 

Pay for mining, 85 cents per ton. 

NORTH POSTOFFIOE. 

Woods & North Coal company — Mine located at North and con- 
nected with the K. 0., Ft. S. & M. E. E. by a switch. 

We visited the property January 30 and February 8. On first in* 
spection the mine was idle, having closed down on the 1st of January. 
The second inspection was made on being informed that the mine had 
resumed operations, but we found only 8 men employed loading a few 
cars of sample coal to be shipped to some parties who were contem- 
plating leasing the property. 

We have since been informed that the property has been sold to 
individual stockholders of the company, and that these parties have 
leased the mine to the Hurst Goal Co., who will operate it in future. 

JT. jP. Noble — Mine has not been in operation during the past year. 

8. B. Price — Has opened a mine near Lucas, and reports the coal 
as being 16 to 18 inches thick, and worked on the long- wall plan. Goal 
is brought to the surface through a slope; the product is used to sup- 
ply home consumption. 



JACKSON COUNTY. 
Kansas C^ty C^ay and Coal company — Wm. Vineyard president, 
and J. A. Galaher manager. The mine is located about 1| mile east 
of the city limits of Kansas Gity, in section 23, township 49, and range 
33 west. 
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The shaft was sunk daring the past year to a depth of 490 feet, 
passing through several seams of coal which vary from an inch or two 
to 20 inches in thickness. The one having the greatest thickness and 
now being opened was penetrated at a depth of 400 feet. It seems to 
have a uniform thickness of 18 to 20 inches, and is overlaid with a 
good shale roof. But little sulphur was observed in the coal, except 
a small band which occurs near the roof. The fire-clay which lies 
immediately under the coal [has the appearance of affording a good 
mining ; it is rather hard^ now tp mine, but when the work is fully 
opened up, the weight will doubtless help the mining. ♦ 

The shaft is 7x16 feet in the clear, divided into cage- ways by parti- 
titions — ^the up-cast or ventilating shaft being bratticed off from the 
main shaft by wooden brattice-work — and is about 3 J. by 7 feet in the 
clear. 

Ventilation is produced by an 8 foot fan which sets in the up-cast 
air- way at the shaft landing. The hoisting machinery was being put in 
place and the tip-house erected on our last inspection ( Sept. 7, 1892 )^ 
The engines are on first motion, and are 20X32 inch cylinders; con- 
nected to a 7J-foot drum. A batterry of three boilers aggregating- 
about 225 horse-power generates the steam. 

Mine has good railroad facilities for shipping the product. 



JOHNSON COUNyy. 
Production, 10,485 tons. 
Mining is being prosecuted in various parts of the cotinty to sup- 
ply local trade. However, some shipping by rail is done from Mont- 
serrat, and most of the product from thp Boyd mine near Knob Noster 
finds a market at the towns along the Mo. P. E. E. During the past 
year there have been 10,485 tons of coal produced, against 10,530 tons 
for the preceding year. Following is a partial description of the prin- 
cipal mines in the county. 

Tho8. S. Boyd <fc Sons — Mine located about 1 mile southwest of 
Knob Nost^r. The shaft is 69 feet deep, equipped with steam-power ; 
mine is connected with the Mo. P. E. E. by switch and tram-road. In- 
spections were made April 23 and May 6. On first inspection it was 
found that no safety-catches were on the cages nor gates around shaft- 
top, as required by law. Mr. Boyd's attention was called to this fact, 
and he was instructed to have the safety-catches and gates in question 
put on immediately. Second inspection was made to ascertain if our 
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request and the law was being observed, and found the gates and safety- 
catches in place, but the company had neglected to put cover (bonnet) 
on cages, which the law also requires. Mr. Boyd promised to attend to 
this matter at once. 

The coal is about 3| feet thick, worked on the pillar-and-room 
plan. Boadways were wet and muddy. 

We have been notified since our last visit to the mine that it has 
been closed down. 

2>. A. Bullock — Mine located about five miles south of Motitserrat; 
<soal about 28 inches thick and worked on the pillarand-room plan. 
Most of the product is consumed in Warrensburg. 

P. D. Fitch — Mine located 4^ or 5 miles south of Montserrat? 
^rift; coal about 28 inches thick and worked on the pillar-and-room 
plan. 

M. £, Meily — Has opened two drift mines on Oolbern's land about 
1 mile west of Warrensburg. The coal is about 18 inches thick and 
worked on the pillar-and-room plan. From 10 to 18 men are employed ; 
-coal consumed in Warrensburg and vicinity- The mines operated by 
Mr. Meily last year have been abandoned. 

Joseph Murley — Mine was idle at date of inspection, and had been 
for several weeks. It is located south of Montserrat about 5 miles. 

John Park — Operated a small mine in the vicinity of Dunksburg 
duriug a part of the past year, for local cijnsumption. Coal about 2^ ' 
feet in thickness ; worked on the pillar-and-room plan. 

JB. R. Queener — Mine located about 1 mile, northeast of Warrens- 
burg, on John Henry's land. The coal is about 18 inches thick, and 
worked on the pillar-and-room plan. Mine worked to supply local 
trade. * 

M. B. Staley — Mine located about 2 miles northeast of Warrens- 
burg. Coal is worked through a drift, and is about 16 inches thick; 
worked on the pillar-and-room plan. From 2 to 10 men employed, 
owing to the demand for the coal. 

David 8chaffer & Bro. — A.re opening a mine about 4 miles west of 
Warrensburg. 

Mr. Schaffer writes us that three seams of coal were encountered 
in sinking the shaft. The third seam, and the one they propose ope- 
rating, is 18 to 20 inches thick, and of good quality, according to the 
report of Mr. Schaffer. The thickness of the other two seams is not 
given. 
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B. T. Wood — Mine located IJ miles east of Warrensburg, and 
«Dath of Mo. Pac. railroad track. The coal is about 24 inches thick, 
«nd worked on the pillar-and-room plan. The product is consumed in 
Warrensburg and vicinity. From 3 to 10 men are employed. 

Mining is also being carried on by a number of local operators at 
different places throughout the county to supply local demand, but 
time would not permit us making a personal inspection of each mine. 

Having obtained the names of such operators, request was made 
for a report of their operations, which has been complied with in most 
<^ses. These reports may be found in the statistical table under tlie 
head of Johnson county. 



LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 
Product 347,600 tons. 

Lafayette is one of the large coal-producing counties of the State ; 
only two, Bates and Macon counties, exceed her in production. The 
Missouri Pacific and Chicago & Alton railways, passing through her 
<5oal fields, furnish good shipping facilities for the product. Although 
the principal coal mined within her borders is small as compared with 
«ome of the coal seams in other parts of the State, yet the nature of 
the coal, roof and mining are such that it can be economically mined, 
and its close proximity to Kansas City gives the mine operator the ad- 
vantage over the operators in some of the other counties in the short 
haul, and thus enables her coal companies to compete with others in 
the market. Eighteen inches is about the general average thickness 
of the coal seams, except the vein opened at Waverly about one year 
ago. It is from 36 to 44 inches in thickness, but the coal is probably 
not so good as the thinner seams of the county. The principal mines 
are located in the vicinity of Higginsville, Corder, May view, Lexington, 
Napoleon, Wilmington, Dover and Waverly ; coal is also mined at other 
places throughout the county, but only to supply local demand. 

During the past year there were 51 mines in operation, which pro- 
duced 347,600 tons of coal, valued at $1.53 per ton or a total valuation 
of $536,092.95. In producing this amount of coal, 1585 men and boys 
were employed in and about the mines in winter, and 862 in summer. 

Following is a partial description of each mine, together with their 
location and the condition in which they were found at dates of inspec- 
tion. 
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AULLVILLE POSTOFFICB. 

U. P. Crumpley — Is operating a mine on the Graham estate, located 
near AuUville. The mine was formerly Operated by the Aullville Coal 
Company. 

The coal is abont 18 inches thick and worked on the long- wall plan,, 
the product being used to supply local trade. 

CONCORDIA POSTOFFICB. 

Mining is being carried on in a small way in the vicinity of Con- 
cordia. Here the coal is from 18 to 22 inches in thickness and over- 
laid with a good roof, which renders it suitable for the long- wall plan 
of working, which is followed. H. Stimmon, Bows Bank and A. F.. 
Kresse are the principal producers. All the output is used to supply 
local trade. 

OOBDEB POSTOPFIOE. 

Corder Coal & Coke company — Capt. H. G. Smith, superintendent^ 
and Chas. Benton, mining boss. The mine adjoins Corder on the west 
and is connected with the C. & A. E. E. by a switch. 

This mine is one of the large coal-producers of the county ; the 
shaft is 100 feet deep and equipped with fair machinery for hoisting the 
product and ventilating the mine. 

We made an inspection of the property April 18, and found the 
mining law being observed and complied with as far as practicable. 

Water collects along the west face of coal and road-way leading 
to the same, which has to be removed, but take the mine as a whole^ 
and we consider it reasonably dry, some of the road-ways being even 
dusty. 

The coal is about 18 inches thick, and overlaid with a good lime- 
stone roof. However, several inches of black shale lie immediately 
above the coal, which is taken down by the miner to give height, and 
utilized in the building of walls to support the roof along the working 
face and road- ways. 

Pay for mining, 87} cents in summer, and $1 per ton in winter. v 

The mine was closed down about the 1st of May, and has been 
idle ever since. 

Mr. Smith informs us that the company has recently sunk a new 
shaft at Corder, striking the coal at a depth of 70 feet. He also states 
that it is their intention to make the new plant first-class in every 
respect. 
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J. H. DeBolt, Wm. H. Bell and Fred. Leflfman are also operating 
mines in the vicinity of Corder, but only to supply local trade. The 
•coal is reported to be about 18 to 20 inches in thickness. 

DOVBB POSTOFFICE. 

Dover Coal company— T. Davis of Lexington superintendent, and 
Oeorge Pierce, mining boss. 

This mine is located on the river bluff, and probably 76 feet above 
the Mo. P. E. E. track. The coal is let down the hill on an incline, the 
loaded car bringing the empty up. Great trouble and expense has 
been incurred during the past winter, caused by the hill sliding, but it 
is thought that the trouble from this cause will not occur again, as 
piling has been driven along the foot of the hill which will probably 
prevent further slipping. 

The coal is from 16 to 24 inches in thickness and worked on the 
long- wall plan. We made an inspection of the mine April 7, and found 
the roadways leading to the working face wet and muddy in many 
places, but little water was observed along the coal face. Eoof fair in 
most places, except in a few rooms on the extreme eastern face here 
it was not good, due probably to being so near the out-crop. The ven- 
tilating furnace was giving good results. 

Tho8. Spruill — Mine located about 2 miles east of Dover Station. 

The mine is operated by Oasner & Dayle. Drift ; located in the 
bill, probably 100 feet above the river. Most of the output is con- 
sumed by steamboats. 

JT. F. Fox — Is also operating a mine in the vicinity of Dover to 
43upply local trade. 

HIGGINSVILLB POSTOFFICE. 

Bonanza Coal company — S. W. Brandaw, manager. Mine located 
:about li mile east of Higginsville, and connected with the C. & A. E^y 
by a switch. 

The shaft is 75 feet deep ; horse-power ; coal 18 to 20 inches thick, 
^nd worked on the long- wall plan. 

Bruce & Knoble — Mine located about 11 mile southwest of Hig- 
ginsville, and connected with the C. & A. E. E. by a switch. J. D. Bruce, 
manager and Frank George, mining boss. We made an examination 
of the mine April 15, and found it in good condition. 

From 30 to 40 men and boys are employed. 

Fxcelsior Coal <fe Colce company — J. H. Campbell, manager, and 
Oeorge Floyd, mining boss. This plant adjoins Higginsville on the 
5— M ^ X 
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west, and is connected with the C. & A. railroad by a switch. The 
shaft is 70 feet deep and operated by steam power. Ventilation is pro- 
duced by a 10-foot fan, which was giving good results on date of inspec- 
tion, but we were informed by some of the miners that occasionally the 
fan was not started in morning in time to remove the font air out of 
all parts of the mine before they w^nt to work. 'We notified the oflBl- 
cials of the complaint, and they stated that the trouble had doubtless 
occurred by a trapdoor being left open, thereby allowing the air te 
return to the fan without passing around the working face, and the.7 
further informed jxq that the matter complained of would receive 
prompt attention. 

Ooal from 16 to 18 inches thick and worked on the long- wall plan^ 
Pay for mining, from 87| cents in summer to $1.12^ per ton m 
winter. 

Farmer Ooal and Mining company — J. H. Campbell, manager, and 
Thos. Thomas, mining boss. This property was purchased by Messrs* 
Campbell, Beatty and others in August, 1891. It is located about 1 
mile southwest of Higginsville, and connected with both the Mo. P* 
and C* & A. railways — connection having been recently made with the 
Mo. P. E. R. Hence, the shipping facilities are good. 

There are three shafts located upon this property, but only one wa& 
in operation date of inspection ( April 14 ). It furnishes employment to- 
from 26 to 40 men and boys. 

The coal is about 18 inches in thickness, and worked on the long- 
wall plan. 

Mr. Campbell has recently informed us that they have sunk a new 
shaft near the coal face. This was done in order to dispense with the 
long under-ground push from the coal face to the bottom of shaft. 

Ounn Coal company — Mine located a short distance down the switch 
below the Farmer Coal Company's mine, and adjoins the HagoodCoal 
Company. In fact, at date of inspection, the coal was being brought 
to the surface through the Hagood mine, on account of water being 
on the roadway. 

This is the same seam of coal as that worked in other mines in this- 
vicinity. 

We are now informed that the mine is being operated by the Ha- 
good Coal Company. 

Hagood Ooal company — J. B. Gunn, manager. Mine located about 
1| mile southwest of Higginsville, and is connected with a branch 
road leading to the C. & A. and Mo. P. railways. 
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Mine was very wet and muddy at date of inspection, caused by ' 
recent heavy rains. We were told that in dry weather there is but 
little water found in the mine. 

The workings had recently been conne'cted with the Gunn mine. 

Coal about 17 inches thick and worked on the long-wall plan. 

Fredrick Meinerkagan — Mine located about 2 miles southwest of 
Higginsville. This property was formerly known as the Jackson & 
Taggart mine, but was purchased by M^. Meinerhagon in January, 1892. 
The mine has only been in operation a short time during the past year. 

Rocky Branch Coal company — M. L. Belt, manager. The mines are 
located about If mile southwest of Higginsville, and have switch con- 
nections with both the C. & A. and Mo. P. railways — switch connecting 
the mines with Mo. P. road having recently been put in. 

At date of inspection, only a few men were employed at Ko. 1, 
opening a drift to be used as an air-course. These mines are usually 
idle during the summer, but in operation during fall and winter. The 
coal is about 18 inches thich, and worked on the long- wall plan. Pro- 
duct consumed in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. 

SteaJey & Fowler Coal company — G. W. Stealey, manager. The 
company is operating two mines, both of which have railroad connec- 
tions. They are located about li and If mile respectively southwest 
of Higginsville. 

JTo. 1 — Is the most productive mine. It was inspected April 14th, 
and at that date considerable water was lying along some of the roads, 
principally caused by the spring rains. A steam boiler had recently 
been erected with which to furnish steam for pumping. 

The ventilating furnace was not large enough to do the work 
required of it, and we so informed the mining boss, Charles Wright, 
who stated that they were going to increase its size. 

jVo. 2 — Is a shaft about 20 feet deep ; horse-power. This mine is 
also ventilated by a small furnace. The coal is about 18 inches in 
thickness and worked on the long-wall plan in both mines. 

Pay for mining, from 87^ cents in summer to $l.f2| per ton in 
winter. 

Wm. Oraigg — Is also operating a small mine on the property, in 
which 6 to 8 men were employed. 

Geo, W, Tate — Mine located at Higginsville. Shaft 45 feet deep ; 
horse-power ; operated in fall and winter to supply local demand. 

J, E. Wilks — Is now operating the Hawkins & Smith mine. 
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The plant is located about three-fourths of a mile west of Higgins- 
ville. Shaft 80 feet deep ; horse-power. Coal about 18 inches thick, 
and worked on the long-wall plan. A switch was being graded at time 
of inspection connecting the mine with the 0. & A. R. R., but we are 
advised that no connection has been made. 

Winsor Coal company — Mine located about 2 miles west of Hig- 
ginsville, and connected with the C. & A. R. R. by a switch. 

March 2, the miners struck for non-payment of wages, and the 
mine was closed down, remaining idle until May 5, at which time it was 
sold under a deed of trust, and bought in by some Higginsville parties, 
who have commenced operations under the name of Y, S. A. Coal Co., 
W. J. Ballew as manager. 

The shaft is about 45 feet deep, and equipped with fair machinery 
for hoisting, etc. 

Coal 17 to 18 inches thick and worked on the long-wall plan. 

LEXINGTON POSTOFFICB. 

Bell cfc Oreer — Are operating two mines located a short distance 
southwest of city limits. The two mines together employ 16 to 18 men 
during fall and winter, but only 6 or 6 in summer. Coal 18 to 22 inches 
in thickness and worked on the long-wall plan. The product used to 
supply local demand. 

Tho8. Clarh — Mine was leased to Thos. Kelley last April, and we 
are informed that he is now blasting down the roof, preparatory to 
putting in mules. The mine is operated to supply local trade. 

Kelley Coal company — ^T. G. Kelley, manager. Mines located at 
Lexington. The company has recently leased the Clark mine and are 
now operating it. Their slope which was being worked last year was 
ababdoned last June, on account of not being able to keep the mine 
properly drained. 

Joseph Keist — Drift; located at Lexington; coal about 20 inches 
in thickness, and worked on the long- wall plan. 

Lafayette Coal company — W. F. Kerdolff, manager; mine located 
about 4| miles east of Lexington, and connected with the Boonville 
branch of the Mo. P. railway by a switch. 

Ventilation was being greatly neglected by the company at date of 
inspection ( April 7 ). At that date, the only method of ventilating the 
mine was by a small air-shaft in which a small fire was located, called 
a "furnace" by the mining boss, John Doran. This so-called furnace 
was located about 38 yards from the main entry. An air-course, which 
in places was not more than 2^ feet wide and 3 feet high, leading to the 
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same, afforded the only means of conveying coal to the furnace.' The 
fire was doubtless many times neglected, as a result of the inoonveiiience 
of getting coal to it. 

After making this inspection, we notified the superintendent of the 
condition of ventilation, whereupon he informed ns that he was con- " 
templating sinking a new air-shaft, which we are glad to state has been 
done ; and we are informed by the miners that the air is now good. 

Roadways wet and muddy, but no water was observed along the 
working face; mine worked on the long- wall plan. 

Lexington Coal Mining comi^any— Major R. M. McDowell, general 
manager, and M. W. Serat, superintendent. Mines located in the 
vicinity of Lexington, with general office in St. Louis. All the mines 
are connected with the Missouri Pacific railroad by switches.* 

The coal is from 18 to 24 inches in thickness, reaching probably 
the greatest thickness in the McDowell shaft, where it is sometimes 
found 26 inches thick. 

All the mines are worked on the long- wall plan, the overlying roof 
being well adapted for the same. Pay for mining $ I per ton in summer 
and $1.12} in winter, in mines where the miners push the coal to the 
weigh office or bottom of the fchaft, but where the company employs 
mules to haul the coal from the miners, 87} cents is paid per ton in 
summer and $1 in winter. 

The product is consumed in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. 

We give below a brief description of each mine, together with a 
statement of the condition of each at date of inspection: 

Oraddy Mine — Located about 2} miles west of Lexington; drift 
opening. At date of inspection, April 1, only a few men were in the 
mine. The plant usually furnishes employment to about 45 to 55 men 
and boys. Ventilation is produced by a furnace. Roof and roadways 
are in good condition. 

We are informed by the superintendent that an electric plant is 
now being erected, for the purpose of mining coal by machinery, elec- 
.tricity being used as the motive power. 

Haekett Mna— This plant is located about 1} mile west of Lex- 
ington, and probably 1 mile east of Graddy mine. It is also a drift ; 
ventilated by a 10-foot fan, which was giving good results at date of 
inspection, April 4. 

Roadway is in good condition, except near the mouth of drift, 
where some water and mud were observed, caused by the recent wet 
weather. The mine was idle July, August and half of September, but 
has been in operation the balance of the year, furnishing employment 
to from 50 to 66 men. James Rosswell is mining bossoigitized by vji^i^^le 
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McDowell Shaft — The mine is located just east of city limits of 
Lexington, and is a steam plant, equipped with fair machinery. A 
10-foot fan produces ventilation, and was on date of inspection giving 
good results. 

Boof and roadways are in good condition, and mine well drained, 
with the exception of a shott distance, near the bottom of shaft, where 
some mud and water were found standing on the road, due, probably, 
to the recent heavy rains. 

Eiverton Mines Nos. 1 and 2 — Peter Nord, mining boss; mines 
located probably IJ mile east of Lexington, and are also connected 
with the Mo. P. railway by switches. Both mines are being ventilated 
by a furnace located near the mouth of No. 1. The mines were idle at 
date of inspection ( April 2 ), hence no accurate measurement of the air 
could be taken, as there was no fire in furnace. We are of the opinion, 
however, that the ventilation is not good at all times, owing to the loca- 
tion and construction of the furnace, and the long distance the air has 
to travel. We have had no complaints, however, from any of the 
employes of these mines. 

The roof on roadways was being blown down preparatory to 
employment of mules to bring the coal from the miners, working face. 
Heretofore the miners have been required to deliver their coal to the 
weigh office, for which they were paid extra per ton for mining. 

Eoadways in fair condition ; ♦mine well drained, except near the 
mouth of No. 1, where some mud and water were encountered. These 
two mines together, furnish employment to 140 to 150 men and boys. 

Henry Maeey — Mine located about 2^ miles west of Lexington, and 
connected with the Mo. P. railway by a switch. We made an inspec- 
tion of the mine April 1, and found the ventilating furnace not produc- 
ing the amount of air required by law. This fact was reported to both 
Joseph Perry, mining boss, and Mr. Macey, and they were notified to 
make necessary improvements in order to improve ventilation. Mr. 
Macy soon after notified us that a new air-shaft would be sunk in a 
more convenient location and a new furnace erected as soon as prac- 
ticable ; and we have since been informed that the shaft in question 
has been completed and the ventilation much improved. 

Mine was fairly well drained at date of inspection, except along 
the face of coal between the first and second east entries, where a 
small pool of water collected, which had to be bailed out. 

This mine furnishes employment to about 55 men and boys. 

J. 0. McOrew — Mines Nos. 1 and 2 are located about 3^ miles 
west of Lexington, and connected with the Mo. P. R. R. by a switch. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



STATE MINE INSPEOTOE. 71 

We visited and made inspections of these mines April 4 and Jane 
17. The mines were idle on date of first inspection, but we made a 
•carefal inspection of the inside workings and ventilating fnrnace, and 
were of the opinion that the furnace, owing to its location, could not 
furnish at all times the amount of air required by law, and we so in- 
formed Mr. McGrew. On May 30 we received a letter from one of the 
miners, stating that the ventilation was bad and had been for some time, 
and urged that something be done to compel the mine owner to com- 
ply with the law. On receipt of this letter we immediately wrote Mr. 
McOrew, notifying him of the complaint that was made, and urged 
him to make such improvement as was necessary in order to increase 
the air-current, and at the same time we notified the miner what we 
liad done, and ast;ed him to give Mr. McGrew a few days to make such 
improvements before answering our letter; and in a short time there- 
after we received another letter signed by two of tl^e miners, which is 
as follows : . 

Lbxington, Mo., Jane 11, 1892. 
Mr. C. C. Woodson, Mine Inspector, Jefierson Oity, Mo. : 

Sir— As 1 wrote you some time ago in regard to J. C. McGrews's coal mine, 
the air is so bad a man can not get to the face some days, and that is about three 
or four days out of a week, so the men have talked the matter over and want you 
to come and do something for their good. There has not been anything done since 
you was up here early last spring. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) 



As no communication had been received from Mr. McGrew, in 
answer to our letter, we immediately visited the mines on receipt of 
the above and made a careful examination of them, and found be- 
tween 66 and 62 men and boys employed, and only about 2900 cubic 
feet of air passing ; measurement was taken within 30 feet of furnace, 
and only 1120 cubic feet per minute passing along the face near the 
head of main road. In passing around the face, we were informed 
by several of the .miners that they had to go out several times on 
account of bad air, and often went home, they stated, with headache 
caused by impure air. 

After making this inspection, we called at Mr. McGrew'b office 
and laid the whole matter before him, but he gave us no satisfactory 
answer. On the following day we called to see him again, in company 
with the prosecuting attorney, whereupon the gentlemen agreed to 
erect a fan at our suggestion, to take the place of the inadequate fur- 
nace, which he has since done, putting in a 10-foot fan, which we are 
informed by the miners is furnishing an abundance of air. 
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The mine was found in good condition on each inspection, witb 
the exception of the inadequate ventilation complained of, and we are 
glad to state, this must be in good condition now. 

The coal is about 18 inches thick, and worked on the long-wair 
plan. The product is consumed in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. 

Morris Bros. — Drift; located between the Sea well and Hackett 
mines. Coal is about 18 inches thick and worked on the long-wall 
plan. The output is consumed in the vicinity of Lexington. 

Andrew O'Maley — Shaft 26 feet deep; horse-power; mine located 
about f of a mile southwest of Lexington. This is the same seam of 
coal operated so extensively in this vicinity. It is about 20 inches 
thick and worked on the long-wall plan. 

Thos, Walton — Mine located at Lexington ; coalr about 18 inches^ 
thick, and is worked on the long wall plan. The output is used io 
supply local demand. From 8 to 10 men are employed. 

8, Biely—KshS recently sunk a shaft about 1 J mile south of Lexing- 
ton, striking the coal at a depth of 60 feet; coal reported to be 20^ 
inches thick ; mine is being operated to supply local trade. 

MAYVIBW POSTOFFIOB. 

Mayview Coal company — P. C. Wilson, superintendent, and E. J.. 
Adams, mining boss. 

This plant is located about i of a mile east of Mayview, and con- 
nected with the C. & A. railway by a switch. 

The mine is the property of Mr. Strasburg, but wa^s leased to the 
above-named company last November, since which time a hoisting 
engine has been put in to take the place of the horse-power. Cages 
have been overhauled, and safety catches, bonnets and gates read- 
justed; all of which were in fair condition at date of inspection (April 
18 ), and the general condition of the plant much improved. 

Ventilation produced by a small furnace, located near the hoisting^ 
shaft a part of which is bratticed off and used as a ventilating chamber.. 

The coal is about 16 to 18 inches thick and worked on the long- 
wall plan. 

Mine operated last year by L. A. Gasaway. 

NAPOLEON POSTOFFICE. 

Missouri River Coal Mining company — J. B. Silver, president and 
manager. The mine is located near the Napoleon station, and is con- 
nected with the Mo. P. railway by a switch. 

Since our last inspection, one year ago, a hoisting engine has been 
erected to take the place of the horse-power which was then being^ 
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used. We also observed that the water which was leaking through the 
roof at a few places along the face, on previous inspection, had disap- 
peared, doubtless due to the fact that the working face has been driven 
back under the bluff, where the overlying stratum is more compact^ 
affording less chance for the water to pass through. The roof on road- 
ways leading from the bottom of shaft to coal face has been blown 
down, and the roadways much improved. 

Ventilation is being produced by a small furnace, which was giving 
fair results at date of inspection (April 5). 

The mine furnishes employment to from 15 to 50 men and boys — 
the number employed being regulated according to the demand for the 
product. 

This is the same seam of coal as that operated so extensively at 
Lexington and Higginsville. It is about 18 to 20 inches thick, and 
worked on the long-wall plan. 

Napoleon Coal and Mining company — J. H. Duffendack, superin^ 
tendent, W. W. Witty, mining boss. This mine is located about 1 mile 
east of Kapoleon Station, and connected with the Mo. Pac. railway by 
a switch. 

We made an inspection of the property April 6, and found that the^ 
company had neglected to put gates around the top of shaft as required 
by law, but a piece of timber was placed around the top of the shaft, 
intended as a precaution ; but as a car may be pushed under this timber 
and into the shaft while men are ascending or descending in the cages, 
it affords no protection against an accident that may occur in this man- 
ner ; and as the company had paid no attention to our repeated requests 
that gates be placed around the shaft, we therefore notified the prose- 
cuting attorney to bring suit against them for violating the mining laws. 
(The case has not yet come to trial.) 

The roof along main roadway had been blasted down in order to 
give ^eater height, and the general condition of the inside workings 
was much improved. 

Mine makes considerable water, but is fairly well drained ; coal 
about 18 inches thick and worked on the long-wall plan. 

WATERLOO POSTOFFICE. 

Chas. H. Hartman — S. W. Paddock, mining boss.. Mine located 
about i of a mile east of Waterloo, and connected with the Mo. P. E. E^ 
by a switch. 

The mine was formerly known as the Hartman & Gilbert Coal 
Mining Company, but in August, 1891, Mr. Hartman bought Mr. Gil- 
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bert's interest, so the mine is now operated under the name of the 
former party. 

Ventilation produced by a small farnace which was .giving fair 
results at date of inspection (April 3). 

Mine fairly well drained and in reasonably good condition. 

Goal about 18 inches thick and worked on the long-wall plan. 

WELLINGTON POSTOFFICE. 

Andrew Carter — A small drift mine, located near Wellington ; coal 
is about 18 inches thick and worked on the long-wall plan. 
The output is used to supply local demand. 

J, M. Seawell cfc Co. — Mine located about IJ mile west of Well- 
ington and connected with the Mo. P. E. E. by a switch. 

We made an inspection of the mine April 6, and found the venti- 
lating furnace giving fair results, and the general condition of the 
inside workings good. 

This shaft-top, like the Napoleon Coal and Mining Company's mine, 
did not have gates around it, and as we had time and again notified the 
superintendent to have the matter attended to, we notified the prose- 
<5uting attorney to bring suit against the company for violating the law, 
but the case has not yet been tried. 

The coal is the same seam as that worked at Kapoleon and Lex- 
ington, and is about 18 inches thick, overlaid with a good roof, which 
requires but little timbering, either at the face or along the roadways. 

Wellin0on Goal company — M. V. L. McClelland, manager, and Scott 
•Griflan, mining boss. Mine located at Wellington, and connected with 
the Mo. P. railway by a switch. 

We made an inspection of the mine April 6, and found that the 
escapement shaft had been made in compliance with our request and 
the law. 

The shaft is about 35 feet deep to the coal, and the seam dipped to 
the working face; hence, water collects at face, and has to be pumped 
out. The mine is ventilated by a small furnace, which was giving good 
results on date of inspection. Coal 18 inches thick, and worked on the 
long- wall plan. 

WAVERLY POSTOFFIOE. 

Francisco Coal company — A. C. Francisco, proprietor. Mine loca- 
ted about one mile west of Waverly station. The shaft was^ sunk last 
fall, striking the coal at a depth of 110 feet. Mine is connected with 
Mo. P. by a switch. This is a steam plant, fairly well constructed. A 
part of the hoisting shaft was bratticed off and is used for a ventilating 
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^chamber, a furnace being used as the motive power at this date ( April 
6). We also observed that the mine was throwing off considerable 
:fire-damp, and so informed Mr. Francisco, and instructed him to get a 
safety lamp at once and have the inside workings carefully examined 
-every morning before the miners be permitted to enter the mine. May 
20 we again visited the mine and found that they had neglected to get 
the safety lamp in question, but we were informed that it had been 
ordered. We were called to the mine July 12, 1892, on account of an 
accident in which Andrew Francisco lost his life by an explosion of 
fire-damp. From the evidence it seems that on the second of July the 
mine was partly flooded with water, and on the 12th inst. Mr. Fran- 
<3isco and Henry I. Ohrisman went down the shaft with open lights to 
take a measurement of a steam-pipe, preparatory to putting in a pump, 
and their open lights ignited the Are damp, causing a dreadful explo- 
sion, killing Mr. Francisco and injuring Mr. Chrisman. There being 
about 2} or 3 feet of water in the shaft at the time is probably what 
fiaved Mr. Ghrisman's life, as he stated under oath that the concussion 
from the explosion knocked him down and he staid under the water 
a few seconds, permitting the fire to pass over him, and was therefore 
only slightly injured when hoisted out a few minutes later. But Mr. 
Francisco's body was not recovered until 8 o'clock the following day. 
It was found about 12 or 15 feet from the shaft bottom. 

Owing to the mine being partially filled with water no inspection 
oould be made of the underground workings at that time, so we again 
visited the shaft on the 30th inst., and made a careful examination of 
the inside workings, and found thai the explosion had traveled over all 
the main south and east entry, doing considerable damage by blowing 
out timbers, stoppings etc. August 28, the company had just completed 
the erection of a 10-foot fan, when the tip-house, together with the fan, 
was burned down ( it is though that some one set fire to the plant ). 
The fire also burned the curbing out of the shaft for 20 feet below the 
surface, and on the 3d day of September, while the men were retimber- 
ing the shaft, Mr. H. 0. Anderson, who was acting mining boss, while 
Joseph Whiteman ( mine-boss ) was absent, struck a match to light his 
pipe and threw the burning piece of match down the shaft, which 
ignited the fire-damp, causing an explosion which blew the scaffold out 
from under them. Mr. Anderson and H. Asher fell to the bottom of 
shaft, a distance of about 90 feet, receiving injuries from which they 
died on the following night. J. F. Delaney, who was helping them in 
the shaft, caught to the bunions and was hoisted out, and while he was 
badly burned, will doubtless recover. 
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After investigating this accident we gave instructions to the 
superintendent to permit no one around the shaft except those emplyed 
in the reconstruction of the plant, and to see that none of the employes- 
go about the shaft with an open light, or matches upon their person,, 
until such time as the shaft is thoroughly ventilated. 

As these accidents occurred since the 30 th of June, at which time 
our fiscal year ends, they are not included in this report, but we have 
merely mentioned them to inform the public how they occurred, and 
what precautions have been used to guard against such accidents^ 
These accidents will be discussed more thoroughly in the report of 
1893. 

The coal is about 3^ feet thick, overlaid with a fair shale roof. The 
pillar-and-room method of mining is followed. 

Waverly Goal & Mining company — F. E. Downs, manager. Mine 
located about SOO yards east of Waverly Station, and connected witk 
the Mo. Pac. E'y by a switch. 

This shaft was sunk last fall, striking the coal at a depth of lOO 
feet. When the mine was first put in operation, a horse hoister was 
used, but it has been removed and a small hoisting engine erected. 
The coal is about 3} feet in thickness, separated by a band of shale 2^ 
inches thick. Overlying the coal is a shale roof several feet in thick- 
ness. 

The mine is operated on the pillar-and-room plan — powder being- 
used in getting the coal. Pay for mining, 8U cents per ton for clean 
coal, and 68f cents per ton for run of mine or unscreened coal. 

The opening of this and the Francisco Coal Co.'s mine has devel- 
oped a new coal field heretofore unknown in this county. While the 
coal may not be as well liked for domestic purposes as the Lexington 
and Higginsville seam, yet it is claimed to be a good steam coal, and a& 
it can be produced at a small cost, will doubtless be largely used for 
that purpose. 



LINN COUNTY. 
Production, 35,588 tons. 
The coal production of Linn county has shown a fair increase dur- 
ing the past year as compared with the preceding year. The report 
for that year showed the output to have been 28,036 tons, while the 
report for this year gives the product at 35,588 tons, an increase of 
7552 tons. 
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BROOKPIELD POSTOFFIOE. 

Oeorge CZarfc— Mine is located about IJ mile east of Brookfield. 
Shaft 140 feet deep ; equipped with a horse-hoister. The coal is about 
24 inches thick, overlaid with a soft shale roof, which requires careful 
timberii^g to keep it secure. . Owing to the great amount of rain which 
fell last fall and winter, leaving^^the country roads in such bad condition, 
the output has fallen far short of what was expected, not only at this 
mine, but at other local 'mines in the county. 

«/. W. Morris — Mine located about 1^ mile east of Brookfield, and 
near the. track of the H. & St. Joe railroad. The mine was operated 
last year by H. W. House. Shaft 140 feet deep ; horse-power. The 
<5oal is used to supply local trade. \ 

Bernard Schaefer — Mine located about 2i miles southeast of Brook- 
field ; horse-power ; shaft 150 feet deep. The same seam of coal as that 
in the Clark and Morris mines is being worked. It is about 24 inches 
thick here, and worked on the long- wall plan. The mine is only operated 
during the fall and winter to supply local trade. 

MABCELINE POSTOFFIOE. 

Kansas & Texas Coal company — Joseph Hemmings, mine superin- 
tendent, and Peter McCall, mining boss. Mine located about } mile 
southeast of Marceline depot. This company owns and is operating a 
number of other mines in this and other western States, with general 
office in St. Louis. 

This shaft is known as I^o. 32, and is connected with the Santa Fe 
railway by a switch. Machinery for hoisting in good condition. 

We made a careful examination of the mine March 2, and found 
the law being observed in every respect. 

The air is split into four different currents, each part ventilating 
separate groups of workmen, and a good stairway in the escapement 
shaft. The mine throws off a small per cent of fire-damp, but it is 
<5arefully looked after by the officials — a special man being employed to 
make an inspection of each working place every morning before any 
of the miners are permitted to go to work. 

Coal is about 26 inches thick, and worked on the long- wall plan, 
Ihe roof being well adapted for the same. 

The output is consumed in Missouri, Iowa, Kansas and ]!^ebraska. 

R, F. Landrith & Son — Mine located about t of a mile northeast 
of Marceline; horse-power; the shaft is 126 feet deep, and was sunk 
last summer. We made an inspection of the mine on the 10th day of 
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March, at that time 8 men being employed. The coal is from 26 to 30 
inches thick, but contains considerable sulphur. Mine is operated to 
supply local trade. 



LIVINGSTON COUNTY, 
Production, 1000 tons. 

Very little mining has been done in this county during the past 
year, although coal is reported as having been worked in past years at 
several diiferent places, but o^ly to supply local trade. The W. A. Cox 
mine is the only one visited by me. It is located about 6 or 6 miles- 
north of Ohillicothe. Shaft 60 feet deep ; horse power ; coal is from 
18 to 20 inches thick and worked on the pillar-and-room plan. The 
coal is overlaid with several feet of shale, which forms a good roof. 

Several other mines in this vicinity have been worked in past 
years that are now abandoned. 



MACON COUNTY. 
Production, 685,335 tons. 

Macon county has produced more coal during the past year than 
any other county in the State. Her output has increased very rapidly 
during the past few years, unitl now she stands at the head of the list. 
Our report for the year ending June 30, 1889, shows the output to- 
have been 225,679 tons, while this report for the past year gives the 
output at 685,335 tons, showing an increase in the production during^ 
this time of 459,656 tons, or a gain of 203 per cent. In producing thia 
685,335 tons of coal, an average of 1599 men and boys were employed 
in and about the mines. 

The principal mines are located in the vicinity of Bevier and Lingo 
on the Hannibal & St. Joe railway, and at Ardmore on the Wabaslt 
railroad. However, a number of small mines are located in the vicinity 
of Macon City and other places throughout the county, which are ope- 
rated in fall and winter to supply local demand. 

Following is a partial description of each mine, together with ar 
statement as to the condition they were found in on dates of inspec- 
tion : 

ABDMORE POSTOFFICB. 

Kansas & Texas Goal company — B. F. Hobart, president, E. J. 
Orandall, general manager, and W. E. Merlin, mine superintendent at 
this point. 
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This company owns and is operating a number of mines in this and 
other states, with general office at St. Louis. 

Ardmore is a small mining village, located about 4 miles west . of 
Excello, consisting of about 200 dwelling-houses, one-half of which, we 
are told, are owned by the employes. Two churches, one school-house 
and a public hall have been erected. The company owns a large supply 
store, where all merchandise generally used by miners is kept./ 

These mines are connected with the Wabash railway by a switch^ 
extending from the main line at Excello. 

A large tract of coal land is owned by this company in this county^ 
upon which six large mines are located, besides a number of small ones, 
operated by contractors. Two of the mines are located near Bevier,. 
and will, therefore, be reported under that postoffice. 

A great many very valuable improvements have been made at the 

, mines during the past year, chief among which are the erection of a^ 

number of new dwelling-houses at some of the mines, erection of a new 

hoisting engine at No. 33, Ardmore, and the building of side-tracks, etc.,^ 

at other mines. 

The seam varies from 3| to 5 feet in thickness and is overlaid with 
a shale roof (although in some places the sand rock is found imme- 
diately above the coal.' What the miners call a "belP' rock often 
occurs in the roof, which is very dangerous and requires to be care- 
fully timbered. Eocks of this character have been the cause of several 
serious and some fatal accidents during the past year. 

All the company's mines in this county are worked on the double- 
entry pillar-and-room plan. Pay for mining unscreened (run of mine) 
coal, 50 cents per ton in summer and 60 cents in winter. 

The coal is consumed in Missouri, Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska. 

Following is a description of each plant, together with a statement 
as to the condition in which they were found at dates of inspection : 

Mine No.^ 26 — Was idle at date of our inspection, having closed 
down about the first of December, hence no inspection was made of 
the inside workings. The mine is still idle. Little 26 was also idle at 
dates of inspection. 

Mine No. 27 — Ben Thomas, mining boss. No. 27 comprises four 
different openings ; old 27, proper, was worked out and abandoned 
more than a year ago. These other openings were made in hills ad- 
joining the old mine, and coal brought to the same tipple on tram- ways, 
hence the number is not changed. But the openings are locally known 
by some name, which we will here use in order to distinguish one from 
the other. 
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Second addition is a driffe driven into a small ridge, at back of 
4iddition proper. It is ventilated by a small furnace which was giving 
fair results at date of inspection, removing about 4600 cubic feet of air 
per minute. , 

Ko. 27 addition comprises two drifts — one entering the hill to 
the right and the other to the left. There were no men working in 
the latter opening except a few drawing pillars, and nearly all the men 
at work in the former opening were also employed drawing pillars and 
finishing rooms. 

About 600 feet to the right of the tip-house, two drifts enter the 
hill, which are known as twin openings, or 27 first addition. They are 
ventilated by a furnace, which was giving fair results at dates of 
inspection. 

Most of the work in this mine is confined to drawing pillars ; for 
this reason we do not deem it necessary to give further details as to its 
operation. 

Mine 33 — Slope; steam-power. This mine was inspected Decem- 
ber 7 and July 13. On first inspection we found that the ventilating 
fan was removing about 11,000 cubic feet of air per minute, which was 
l)eing conducted around the mine reasonably well. However, we found 
break-throughs partly filled with waste dirt before others were made — 
which greatly blocked the current — and in other places we recom- 
mended that canvas doors be put up on roadways to force the air to 
the faces of rooms that had been driven in long distances ahead of 
the air-current. 

We also notified Mr. Jones, who was then mining superintendent, 
to make a safe roadway for the miners to pass to and from their work, 
as we did not think the one then in use safe, as the employes had to 
pass up and down the slope on the track, there being no place of refuge 
«,long the same. 

On our second visit, we found the slope timbers had been removed 
and the slope widened to 12 feet and retimbered, thus affording a good 
traveling road along one side of the track. A new hoisting engine had 
also been put in, and the revolving screens which were in use last year 
had been taken out and a long shaking screen erected. Some improve- 
ment had been made in the method of conducting the air-current 
through the mine ; but there was room for still further improvement, 
especially in keeping open the break-throughs between entries already 
referred to. Air measurement was 13,860 cubic feet pet minute. 

Rjadways were wet and muddy in places, while other traveling 
roads which had been in bad condition have been corduroyed and made 
comparatively dry. J. P. Sneed is mining boss. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



STATE MINE INSPECTOR. 81 

Contract Mine Ifo. 27^ — Operated by Jatnes Duncan. Drift, 
located about 400 or 600 yards east of No. 27 tip-house. 

The mine was inspected July 14, and found to be very wet and 
muddy, especially along its roadways. Most of this was caused by the 
recent heasry rains, the water from which passed through the shallow 
roof into the mine ; we also found the mine improperly ventilated. The 
first east was the only entry which was being even fairly well ventilated, 
this result being due to the fact that an air-shaft had just been sunk 
near the head of same. 

I notified Mr. Duncan of the dificiency in air, and also called the 
mine superintendent's attention to it, at the same time giving instruc- 
tion that the ventilation current be increased to meet the requirement 
of law. Fifteen men are employed. 

Contract ikftwe— Operated by D. E. Davis. Is located a few hun- 
dred yards farther east from Duncan's mine. Here the coal is also 
brought to the surface through a drift. The coal having been exhausted 
in the ridg^ near the tipple, the works have been extended to the 
adjacent ridge, at which point operations are. now confined. 

Mine ventilated by a small furnace, which was giving fair results 
at date of insjiection. E. Oorbin is mining boss. 

Contract Mine — Operated by S. A. Moss. Located one-half mile 
northwest of No. 26. Drift ; openied in 1890, but has been idle most of 
the time since it was opened. 

Mine fairly well ventilated, and in good condition at date of inspec- 
tion (July 14 ). 

Contract Mine — Operated by George Ferries. Located about i of 
a mile northwest of the 61d one which he worked out and abandoned 
one year ago. 

The mine has only been in operation a part of the year, on account 
of not sufficient market for output; and at date of inspection (July 
14), only about 14 or 16 men were employed. 

Furnace is used in producing ventilation ; mine well drained and 
in good condition. James Miller is mining boss. 

Contract Mine — Operated by J. G. Brock. Mine located on the 
branch road about half way between Excello and Ardmore. 

It is also a drift, ventilated by a small furnace, which seems to be 
large enough to furnish sufficient air for the number of men employed. 
No measurement of the air was taken, however, on account of but 
little fire being in furnace and the mine not being in operation at date 
of inspection. 

6— M 
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Eoadways good, mine well drained and in fair condition. D. W. 
King is the mining boss. 

The company is sinking a shaft two or three hundred yards north- 
west of ISTo. 33 which promises t6 be one of thiB large producers when 
put in operation. Judging from the plan upon which the plant is to be 
constucted, it will be a well equipped mine. 

BRVIER POSTOFFIOB. 

Kansas & Texas Coal company — This company is operating the 
following named mines, located at Bevier, with Wm. Egly mining super- 
intendent. 

Mine No. 48 — Is located about 1 and 1| miles southwest of Bevier. 
The mine is connected with the H. & St. Joe railway by a switch. 

Ventilation is produced by a 10 foot fan which was giving fair 
results at date of inspection (December 11), but in some parts of the 
mine we found that the air was not being properly conducted to the 
workmen. For instance, the boss was making a practice of turning 
rooms on entries inside of the last break-through, and of course ahead 
of the air-current. We Called the superintendent's attention to this 
fact, and notified him to discontinue the practice. 

The plant is well equipped with good machinery for hoisting, etc. 
Mine is a large one, furnishing employment to 150 to 180 men and boys. 
Drainage good. 

Mine No. 46 — Is also connected with the H. & St. Joe railway by a 
switch. It is located about IJ mile southeast of Bevier. The shaft 
was sunk last fall and struck the coal at a depth of 168 feet, and the 
company has since erected one of the most complete and elaborate 
plants in the State. The engines were built at Litchfield, Ills., and are 
18x36 inches in cylinders, connected to a 6-foot drum ; 4 large boilers 
are used in generating the steam. The tip-house is 97 feet long, 34 
feet wide and 35 feet above the surface. From the ground to top of 
sheave- wheels is 60 feet. 

A shaking or jolting screen has been put in, which is likely to 
revolutionize the method of screening and preparing coal for market 
in this State, as it absolutely takes every particle of fine slack and dust 
out of it. Other smaller screens having the same shaking motion, are 
under the large one, in order to separate the coal into the different 
grades. The screen is so arranged that the holes in the perforated 
steel plates can be closed in a few seconds' time by a lever. This is 
done when run of mine coal is to be loaded. 
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An air compressor having a capacity to run 15 Harrison mining 
machines, several of which are in use, has been pat in. An air and 
escapement shaft has also been sank, and a 12-foot fan erected. 

The entries were just being driven away from the bottom at date 
-of inspection, hence no permanent system of ventilation had been 
adopted, but the superintendent informed us that soon as practicable the 
air would be split into four separate currents. We are not yet advised 
whether this has been done. 

Mine No. Jt2 — On our visit to the mine we were informed that the 
miners were all employed drawing pillars, and that the shaft would 
soon be abandoned. Hence no inspection was made of the under- 
ground workings. 

The mine was abandoned April 15, and the miners put to workjn 
the company's other shafts. 

Bevier Black Diamond Coal company — W. S. Watson,* manager, 
:and L. Bradford, mine superintendent. Mine located about 1^ mile 
fiouthwest of Bevier, apd connected with the Hannibal & St. Joe E. E. 
by a switch. 

This mine is practically a new one, having been opened during the 
past two years. Shaft is 60 feet deep ; plant equipped with good hoist- 
ing machinery. 

We m^ide a careful examination of the mine December 10, also 
May II, and found the underground workings in good condition, and 
fairly well ventilated. On our first inspection, the two east entries wer^ 
the only ones in the mine in which there seemed to be a deficiency in 
-air, and this was caused by the entries having been driven too far ahead^ 
of the air-current. Break-throughs from one entry to the one follow- 
ing it should be made at intervals of not more than 60 feet, and the 
break-through behind securely filled with debris, so as to ke^p the air- 
current near -the working face. 

At dates of inspection, a furnace was being used to produce ven- 
tilation, but as it was located in the shaft, which was calculated to be 
used as an escapement shaft for the employes, we notified the ofiBcials 
to either sink a new shaft to be used as an escape, or erect a fan at the 
one in which the furnace was located and remove the furnace ; where- 
upon Mr. Watson stated that they would act on the latter suggestion, 
and erect a fan. They have since notified us that a 12-foot fan has been 
put in. y 

The coal is about 4} feet in thickness, and interrupted with but 
few faults[or slips. The double-entry pillar-and-room method of mining 
is followed. Pay for mining, 60 cents in winter, and 50 cents in summer 
for run of mine (unscreened coal). 
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Loomis Coal company — W. H. Loomis, president and general man- 
ager, and Thos. Francis, snp't. of mines. 

This company is a large producer of coal ; their mines are located 
at Bevier, and have connection with the Hannibal & St. Joe R. E. The 
coal in these mines varies from 3| to 5 feet in thickness and is overlaid 
with a shale roof, which is reasonably good as a general rale. How- 
ever, in places it is very rotten, and requires therefore to be carefully 
timbered. The double-entry pillar-and-room method of mining is fol- 
lowed at all these mines. Pay for mining, 60 cents in winter and 60 
cents per ton in summer for run of mine ( unscreened coal). 

The output is consumed in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. 

Following is a partial description of each plant, together with a 
statement as to the condition each was found in on dates of inspection t 

Mine N'o. 1 — Steam plant : shaft 60 feet deep. It is located just 
back of H. & S. Joe R. R. depot. There are several railroad chutes- 
for coaling engines, adjoining the plant. Ventilation is produced by a 
10-foot fan, which was removing about 16,000 cubic feet of, air per 
ipinute oh our first inspection ( measurement taken near the shaft bot- 
tom), but owing to several* narrow places in air-courses and leaks in 
doors, stoppings, etc., a large per cent of the air was lost before reach- 
ing the workmen. This was demonstrated by measurements, which 
we afterward took on entries several hundred feet from shaft bottom.. 
After making an investigation of the air-courses, we notified the pres- 
ident, Mr. Loomis, to have them cleaned out so as to permit the pass- 
age of the amount of air required by law. 

The roadway leading from this mine to No. 4 was in fair condition^ 
on date of inspection. 

Water from swollen creek broke into mine No. 2 about the 1st of 
April, and in a few days it commenced leaking through the old work- 
ings into this mine, and about the 1st of May it was running in so fast 
thai the employes had to be withdrawn. 

Mr. Loomis writes us that it was June 24 before the water wa» 
pumped out and work resumed. 

Mine No, S — Is also a steam plant and is located about three-fourth& 
of a mile west of Bevier. We made a careful examination of this mine 
on the 14th day of December. At that time there were about 40 minera 
and 18 other persons employed.. 

Ventilation was being produced by a 10-foot fan which was giving^ 
results, and roadway leading to the escapement shaft was also in good 
order. The mine was closed down early in the spring, due probably 
to the fact that the demand for the product had fallen off. 
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April 3, water from a creek which runs by the shaft broke into the 
workings of mine No. 2, owned by the Oakdale Coal Company, and 
located about one-fourth of a mile east of this one, and as the under- 
aground workings of the two mines are connected, the water soon 
:flooded both mines. 

We have recently received a letter from Mr. Loomis stating that 
the mine is still idle, the water not having been pumped out. 

Mine JSTo. 4 — This is by far the largest producer of any of the 
mines owned by the company. It is equipped with reasonably good 
machinery for hoisting the coal, ventilating and draining the mine. The 
plant is also equipped with machinery with which to mine the coal, the 
Harrison mining machine being used. Air is furnished by two Norwalk 
^ir-compressors. 

The underground workings are probably the most extensive of any 
mine in the county, some of the entries having been driven nearly three- 
fourths of a mile from the bottom bf hoisting shaft. 

We made a careful examination of the mine December 14, and 
found a fair current of air passing along most of the entries, but was 
not being properly distributed through the workings. The 15th and 16th 
•east entries on north side of shaft were being poorly ventilated, this 
defect being partially due to the imperfect canvas door, hung between 
the two entries, leaking the air. We instructed the mining boss, Ed* 
Opie, to have a good wooden door hung to take its place, and to make 
other necessary improvements, so as to better ventilate those parts of 
the mine which were not receiving their proportion of the air; and as 
no complaints have been received from the miners in regard to the 
matter, we have no reasons to doubt but that our instructions have 
received prompt attention. 

The mine is connected with 'So. 1, also with Watson Coal Com- 
pany's mine on the east, hence has two escapement shafts. 

Most of the roadways on the north side were in good condition, 
but some of them on the south side were very wet and muddy and 
needed to be corduroyed. 

Oakdale Coal company — J. W. Atwill, president. Mine is located 
at Bevier, and connected with the Hannibal & St. Joe railway by a 
«witch. 

We made a careful examination of the mine Dec. 11, and found it 
better ventLUated than on anyprevious inspection, but the roadways 
were being somewhat neglected by the ofBcials. 

In ISTovember the company leased 40 acres of coal land lying near 
the shaft-bottom from Mr. Jones, and was at date of inspection open- 
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ing it up, this doubtless being the principal cause of the ventilation 
being so much improved, as the air had several hundred feet less dis. 
tance to travel. 

On the 3d day of April, water broke into the mine from a creek 
which runs near the shaft, and flooded the workings, and the mine has 
been idle since. 

Watson Coal company— W. S. Watson, manager, and Wm. Eivers,,. 
mining boss. The plant is located at Bevier, and connected with the 
Hannibal & St. Joe railroad by a switch. 

We made two inspection of the underground workings and hoist- 
ing appliances during the past year. The first was made on December 
10, at which date the fan was removing 10,400 cubic feet of air per 
minute. Measurement was taken on the main entry several hundred 
feet from the shaft bottom, and this air was being forced and circulated 
around the mine reasonably well, except, however, in a few rooms in 
fifth east entry on the north side of shaft. We called the mining boss^ 
attention to the fact, and advised him to place a canvas door on entry 
to force the air-current around through these rooms, which he assured 
me would be done. With this exception, the mine was found in good 
condition. 

The second inspection was made March 1, more especially ta 
ascertain whether the escapement roadway through to mine No. 4 was- 
in proper condition for egress and ingress of employes, and found that 
the roof had fallen and partly blocked the passage in places. The 
mine-boss, who was with us, put men to work at once, cleaning up the- 
falls. We also found that the rope on the east cage was in bad condi- 
tion, and therefore notified Mr. Watson.to see that no one be permitted 
to go up or down on the cage until a new rope was put on,and we have 
since been notified that our instructions were strictly complied with^ 

The coal is from 3} to 5 feet in thickness and worked on the 
double-entry pillar-and-room plan. 

LINaO POSTOFFICE. 

Idtile Pittsburg Goal company — A. G. French, manager. Mine 
located at Lingo and connected with the Hannibal & St. Joe railway 
by[;a switch. 

Two inspections have been made of this mine during the past year.. 

The first inspection was made on December 16, and we found that 
the air was being split into two currents, at the head of main north,, 
entry, one part passing around the face to the left, and the other around 
the workings to the right, and returning through the air-course and 
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over the entry, through an over-cast to the main return air-course 
thence to the up-cast shaft. 

The splitting of the air into two currents had good effect, but the 
fan was only removing about 5750 cubic feet per minute, or about Q6 ' 
cubic feet per man per minute. We therefore notified the company of 
the deficiency in air, and at the same time suggested that they erect a 
larger fan to take the place of the one in use, which is only 6 feet in 
diameter. I am glad to state that a 12-foot fan has since been put in. 

The second inspection was brought about by a petition received 
from the miners stating that the escapement shaft was not in safe con- 
dition. On making an investigation, we found that several of the lad- 
ders were unsafe. . Hence instructions were given to the mining superin- 
tendent in charge to have these decaying ladders removed at once, and 
replaced with new oncfs, and men were put to work to carry out the 
recommendation. A few days prior to this inspection a cog-wheel was 
broken on the hoisting engine, leaving the employes down the shaft 
for several hours until another one could be put on, is what led to the 
escape-shaft investigation. ^ 

The mine is a very dry one, even dusty, except around shaft-bot- 
tom, where a small quantity of water collects and has to be pumped 
out. Coal is worked on the long-wall plan. 

The product is consumed in Missouri, Kansacrand Nebraska. 

MAOON POSTOFFIOE. 

Macon Coal company — W. G. Walker, sup't, and Wm. Massey, 
mine-boss. 

The plant is located about 1| mile west of Macon and connected 
with the Hannibal & St. Joe railroad by a switch. 

We made an inspection of the mine on the 9th of December and 
found a deficiency in air, caused by many small places in air-course 
through which it had to pass. The superintendent was notified to have 
the air-courses in question cleaned out, and to see that the amount of 
air be forced and circulated around the workings, as required by law. 
On our next visit to that part of the State we were informed that the 
mine was idle, having closed down April 1 ; hence no further inspec- 
tions have been made. 

A number of local mines are in operation in the vicinity of Matson 
City to supply local demand. Among the principal small operators 
are : George W. Batcheldor, W. J. Blanset, John Harold, Thos P. Hunt, 
Charles Lawrence, Peter F. Eowland, George E. Smith, L. Zollman, 
Robert Terrell, and others. Some of these mines have only produced 
a few tons of coal during the past year, but areinclu^e^Jj^Ojg^ij^Drl^ 
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as each ton reported helps to swell the grand total, and gives the pub- 
lic some idea of the mineral wealth of Missouri. 

Mining is also being carried on in a small way near College Mound 
by J. G. Bichmond and J. E. Pipps & Son, 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 

Production, 116,039 tons. 
Henry Whitehead — This mine is located about one mile south of 
Wellsville, shaft 40 feet deep ; horse-power ; mine operated in fall and 
winter to supply local trade. The coal is about 24 inches thick and 
worked on pillar-and-room plan. 

Yandalia Coal company — W. J. Hughes superintendent. The mine 
is located about three-fourths of a mile west of depot, and connected 
with the Wabash railway by a switch. 

The shaft is well equipped with an engine of sufficient capacity for 
a plant of this character. An 8-foot ventilating fan was erected last 
September, to take the place of the furnace, and it was giving good 
results at date of inspection. Goal is about 30 inches thick, and worked 
on the long- wall plan, the roof being suitable for the same. 

Slips and faults are frequently encountered, which adds to the 
cost of operation. Boadways good and mine well drained. Ten rail- 
road chutes have been erected for the purpose of furnishing coal to 
railroad engines. 



NODAWAY COUNTY-. 
Production, 1850 tons. 

Goal mining in this county is confined to a number of small banks 
in the vicinity of Quitman and along the Nodaway river in the western 
part of the county. A partial description of the principal mines is as 
follows : 

W. J, Oar den — Owns two mines, located about 1 mile south of 
Quitman — one a slope and the other a shaft about 20 feet deep ; coal 
in each about 16 inches thick. They are worked in a very small way, 
to supply local demand. 

E, Dixon — Mine located in the bluff on the west bank of Kodaw.ay 
river, a few miles south of Burlington Junction. 

The coal is reported as being from 10 to 16 inches in thickness, 
and worked on the long-wall plan. The output is used to supply local 

demand. Digitized by KJKJKJW IC 



STATE MINE INSPEOTOB, 89 

Job. M. Nicholas — Mine located about 2} miles southeast of Quit- 
man. Shaft 32 feet deep ; horse-4)ower. Coal about 1 foot in thick- 
ness, and worked on the pillar-and room plan. Only 2 or 3 men are 
employed. 

N. Roberts — Mine located near Quitman ; shaft 40 feet deep, ope- 
rated in fall and winter to supply local demand. The coal is reported 
:as being about 18 inches thick and worked on the pillar-and-roomplan. 
Mr. Roberts has recently notified us that he is now out of the coal 
business, hence the mine is idle. 

There are a number of other small local operators in the vicinity 
of Quitman, who mine a small amount of coal each year to supply local 
•demand. 



PUTNAM COUNTY. 
Production , 134 , 984 tons. 

Putnam county ranks among the large coal producing counties of 
the State. She comes seventh in order of production. Her principal 
mines are located in the vicinity of Mendota and on Blackbird creek 
near Unionville. During the past year the output was 134,984 tons, 
which was sold for $172,483, or an average of $1.27 per ton, while the 
report for the preceding year shows the output to have been 123,526 
tons, which was sold at an average of $1.16 per ton, or $143,554, an 
Increase of 11,458 tons. In producing this amount of coal there was 
an average of 327 persons employed in and about the mine, during the 
jear. 

A partial description of each mine is as follows : 

BLAOKBIED POSTOPFICB. 

William Adkins — Mine located near Blackbird. Shaft 27 feet 
deep; horsepower. Coal about 32 inches thick, and worked on the 
pillarand-room plan. 

The product is used to supply local demand. 

Blackbird Coal company — C. W. Lane, president, and Wm. Love, 
fluperintendent. Mine located at Blackbird, connected with C. B. & 
K. 0. E. R. by a switch. Steam-power ; shaft 53 feet deep. 

Since last inspection, the company has made considerable improve- 
ment in and about the mine by the erection of the hoisting engine to 
take the place of the horse-power, and the sinking of an escapement 
ahaft ; also by the erection of 18 dwelling-houses and a store building. 

The coal is about 33 inches in thickness, separated by a clay part- 
ing about 2 inches thick. The roof overlying the seam is good, requir- 
ing no extra amount of timbering. 
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Prior to the date of oar inspection, they were depending on natural 
ventilation, but at that time they comWenced the erection of a furnace^ 
which was completed a few days later. 

MEND(fl?A POSTOFFIOB. 

Mendota Coal cfe Mining company — P. B, Ketcham, president, Bj H. 
Johnston, superintendent. This company owns a large ttact of coal 
land lying in the vicinity of Mendota, upon which these mines are 
located. The coal is about 32 to 34 inches in thickness, overlaid with 
a good roof, which renders it well adapted for either the long- wall or 
pillar-and-room plan, both of which are being used, but the pillar-and- 
room method is preferred. It crops out in the hill-side and is worked 
by a drift and slope — the slope being made in order to elevate the tip- 
house above the railroad track. 

This is by far the largest coal company in the State north of Macon 
county. It furnishes employment to form 250 to 280 men and boys. 

Mining machines run by compressed air are being used in mine 
No. 1. The men who operate them are paid by the lineal foot for min- 
ing the coal. For instance, a machine runner receives 60 and the 
shoveler 35 cents per lineal foot for under-cutting a room which is 40 
feet wide, and for driving entries 8 feet wide, they are paid 20 and 14 
cents per lineal foot respectively. A force of men follows each ma- 
chine, wedging or shooting the coal down and loading it into cars, after 
which the room is timbered and made ready for the machine again. 

Pay for hand-mining, 70 cents in summer and ^^ cents per ton m 
winter. 

The product is consumed in Missouri, Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska* 

Mine JVo. 1 — E. 0. Smith, mining boss ; drift opening. The coal i& 
brought to the surface by machinery, what is known as the tail-rope 
system being used. 

We made a careful examination of the mine on the 7th day of 
March, and found about 18,190 cubic feet of air passing through the 
workings, which was produced by the two furnaces. The one on the 
north side was giving decidedly the best results — the only objection 
we could have to the ventilation on this (north) side being the long 
distance it had to travel before reaching the workmen. Mr. Johnston, 
superintendent, has since notified us that certain entries have been 
abandoned, and a '' header '' driven from one entry to another, through 
which the air is carried, thus shortening its travel 2500 feet, which, he 
adds, has much improved ventilation. The south side was not receiv- 
ing its proportion of the air at date of inspection, and we so informed 
the superintendent, who assured us that they would sink an air-shaft 
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near the working face, and make other necessary improvement to better 
the ventilation ; and in due time he notified us that the air-shaft in 
question was completed and an addition of 14 feet had been put on 
air-stack. 

He further stated that the sinking of the air-shaft (which is used 
as an in-take) lessened the distance the air had to travel about 6600 
feet. From our personal knowledge of the mine, we feel assured that 
these improvements have largely increased ventilation. 

Koadways good ; mine^ well drained. 

Mine No. 4 — ^Tiiis mine is located about three-fourths of a mile 
north of depot at Mendota. Is a slope ; steam-power. 

A great improvement was made in the ventilation of the mine by 
the sinking of the new air-shaft last year. This is the best ventilating 
shaft in the State. It is a circular shaft, 7 feet 8 inches in diameter, 
and 78 feet in depth, built with brick from bottom to top. The furnace, 
which is located near the bottom of shaft, is also well constructed. 

Mine well drained and in good condition at date of inspection. J. 
J. Ward is mining boss. 



RANDOLPH COUNTY. 

Production, 297,011 tons. 

Eandolph county is the fourth coal-producing county of the State, 
being exceeded only by Bates, Macon and Lafayette counties. Her 
principal mines are located in the vicinity of Higbee, Moberly, Hunts- 
ville and Benick, although coal is mined in a number of other parts of 
the county to supply local demand. 

A company under the name of the Oaffery Baker Coal Co. has 
recently been organized with a capital stock of $100,000, and has, we 
are informed, commenced opening mines in the vicinity of Huntsville, 
which will doubtless add to the production of the county during the 
coming year. 

The Missouri, Kansas & Texas, Chicago & Alton and the Wabash 
railways, passing through the county, farnish good shipping facilities 
for the . product. 

During the past year 297,011 tons of coal were produced, valued 
at $1.27 per ton, or $379,232.08. In producing tbis|amount of coal 758 
persons were employed in and about the mines in winter and 613 in 
summer. Following is a partial description of each mine, together 
with location of same : 
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the erection of stair- way in same, the splitting of the 
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air-current into four currents, the erection of a new boiler and the 
building of a number of miners' houses. 

The mine is one of the most complete and best equipped plants in 
the State, having a capacity of about 700 tons per day, and furnishings 
employment to about 275 to 280 men and boys. 

The accompanying drawing shows the method of working and ven- 
tilating the mine. 

We have been informed that the mine has been closed down owing 
to the loss of the contract to furiiish the M. K. & T. B. K. with coal. 

HtTNTSVlLLB POSTOFPIOB 

John Breckenridge — Mines located in the vicinity of Huntsvillc 
These are the mines reported under the name of the Randolph Oounty 
Goal Go. last year. 

Mine Ko. 1} — Is a shaft 98 feet deep, equipped with fair machinery 
for hoisting the coal and ventilating the mine. 

We made an inspection of the plant December 2, and found the 
mine being well ventilated and in fair condition. An escapement shaft 
had just been sunk, located about 175 feet north of hoisting shaft. 

The coal is from 3J to 4 feet in thickness, separated by a band of 
fire-clay, which varies from an inch or two to several inches in thick- 
ness, t 

Roof fairly good in most places, for this district, but it must be 
remembered that as a general thing but little good roof is found in thi& 
vicinity. 

Mine No. 3J — Is located within the city limits of Huntsville, and 
connected with the Wabash railway by a switch. 

This is also a steam plant ; shaft 65 feet deep. At date of inspec- 
tion a 10 foot fan was being used, which was located in the ventilating 
chamber at shaft landing. However, a 12-foot fan was being erected 
at the escapement shaft, which had just been sunk. 

This fan doubtless made a great improvement in the air* current 
when put in operation. 

Several measurements of air were taken at date of inspection 
(December 1). The first was taken near the bottom of hoisting-shaft, 
and showed 10,700 cubic feet to be passing per minute ; second near 
the head of xnain entry only showed 3690 cubic feet per minute, thus 
showing that nearly two-thirds of the air was leaking through doors, 
stoppings, etc., and returning to the fan without reaching the working 
face. From these figures it appears that the mining boss could utilize 
some of his time to good advantage by closing up some of these leaks, 
and cause more of the air-current to pass around the workings. 
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The coal is from 3^ to 4 feet in thickness, and worked on the pillar- 
and-room plan. 

Roof not good, therefore it requires careful timbering to keep it 
43ecure. 

Coal consumed in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. 

T. M, Elmore cfe Co, — Mike McHugh, mining boss y mine located at 
Huntsville ; connected with the Wabash railway by a 8\«itch. 

We made an inspection of the inside workings December 1, and 
found about 35 men employed. The work was confined to a block of 
<5oal consisting of several acres lying just east of the shaft. The old 
aibandoned workings which adjoin it were giving off considerable 
black damp (G. O.^), thus causing the operators and miners much annoy- 
ance. We also observed that the mining boss was neglecting to keep 
brattices and stoppings properly closed, hence the greater portion of 
the air-current was being lost before reaching the workmen. The 
attention of Mr. McHugh was called to these facts, and he was in- 
structed to have the matter attended to at once, and as we have had 
no complaint from any of the employes, we have no doubt but that our 
instructions were complied with. 

The seaim of coal is the same as that worked in the other mines in 
this vicinity. It is about 3^ to 4 feet thick and worked on the long- 
wall plan. 

Since the above was written, we have been advised that this pro- 
perty has changed hands, and is now operated by the Caffrey & Baker 
Coal Co. 

Emanuel Edwards-— Dnit ; located near Huntsville. Goal Si to 4 
feet thick, and worked on the pillar-and-room plan. 

The mine is operated to supply local trade. 

John Lowes — Mine is located in the city limits of Huntsville. The 
eoal is from 3} to 4 feet in thickness, and worked on the pillar-and- 
room plan. The product is used to supply local demand. 

Wm. E. Mitchell & Co. — Drift; located at Huntsville. The coal 
is from 3| to 4 feet in thickness, and worked on the pillar-and-room plan. 

The mine was only in operation during a part of the year. Most 
of the output is consumed in the vicinity of the mine. 

jB. L, Rutherford cfe Son — W. T. Eutherford, mining boss. This 
mine is located about one-half mile west of Huntsville, and was reported 
in last year's report as the Eureka Goal and Mining Go. 

The coal is from 3} to 4 feet in thickness, and worked on the pillar- 
and-room plan. The product being hauled in wagons to the railroad 
switch, and shipped to market. 
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Ourjnspection was made December 2, and we found that a saffi- 
■cient amount of air was not passing around the workings. This was 
attributed to two causes: first, an inadequate furnace; and, second, 
small air-course through which the ventilating current had to pass. 
The attention of the mining boss was called to the matter, and he 
stated that he would make the necessary improvements suggested at 
once. ]Sro complaint has been made to this office by the miners. 

Mike Strife — Mine located at Huntsville. Drift; mine operated 
to supply local demand. Coal reported as being about 3;} to 4 feet in 
thickness. 

This is the mine formerly operated by John Eodgers. 

MOBEBLY POSTOFFIOB. 

Moberly Mutual Coal company — P. J. Perkins secretary. Mine 
located about 2 miles west of Moberly. Horse-power ; shaft 106 feet 
deep. The coal is about 3 feet 8 inches in thickness and worked on 
the pillar-and-room plan. The product is consumed in Moberly mills, 
factories and domestic purposes. 

Harry Ward — Mine located about 2^ miles west of Moberly ; shaft 
about 88 feet deep. We made an inspection of this mine December 3, 
and found only about 7 or 8 men efmployed. The coal is the same as 
that worked in the above named mines; it is hauled to Moberly. in 
wagons. 

A number of small mines are in operation during the fall and 
winter, located from 3 to 4 miles west of Moberly. Among those report- 
ing are W. K. Eobuck, Young & Co., John Schneider, and J. B. Wil- 
liams & son. 

BENICK POSTOFFIOB. 

Beniek Coal company — B. L. Hubbard, sup't. Mine located at 
Renick, and connected with the Wabash railway by a switch. This 
property was reported in our last annual report under the head of the 
Enterprise Mining Co. The name of the company was changed about 
the 1st of January of this year. 

The plant is equipped with good machinery for hoisting the pro- 
duct. At date of inspection ( December ) 3, only a few men were em- 
ployed, and we have since been notified that but little work has been 
done during the entire year, on account of not having a market for the 
coal. 

The coal is the same seam as that worked at Higbee and Hunts- 
ville, but the roof does not appear to be as good as it is at either of 
the other places ; hence careful timbering is necessary. 

Ventilation was being produced by the exhaust from the steam- 
pump. 
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THOMAS HILL POSTOFFIOE 

Joseph Milhurn cfe Sons— Mine located near Thomas Hill ; shaft 50 
feet deep ; horse-power. Here the coal is reported to be over 4 feet 
in thickness, and is said to be the same seam as that worked at Hunts- 
ville, some 10 mile southeast. 

Mr. Milburn writes us that the decrease in the output during the 
past year is due to a break-down in his hoisting apparatus. 

The output is used to supply local demand. 

Small mines are being operated near Jacksonville by Harvey Dean 
and James Beed, and Mrs. Catherine Mathis is operating a mine near 
Eolling Home. Here the coal is reported to be over 4 feet in thick- 
ness. These mines are only operated in a small way to supply local 
demand. 



RAY COUNTY. 

Production, 272,948 tons. 

Eay county ranks among the large coal-producing counties of the 
State. Its principal mines are located in the vicinity of Eichmond^ 
Camden, Orrick, Fleming and Swan wick. Small mines are also in ope- 
ration in other parts of the county to supply local demand. This is 
the same seam of coal worked so extensively across the river in Lafay- 
ette county. It is found from 18 to 24 inches in thickness. The Wa- 
bash and Santa Fe railways pass through a portion of the coal fields 
in the county from east to west, and the St. Joe branch of the Santa 
Fe railway from northwest to southeast, furnishing good shipping facil- 
ities for the product. 

During the past year there has been 272,948 tons of coal mined,, 
valued at $1.54 per ton, or a total value of $421,631.61. In producing 
this amount of coal there was an average of 895 persons employed in 
and about the mines during the year. 

Following is a partial description of each mine, together with a 
statement as to the condition in which they were found on dates of 
inspection : 

OAMDBN POSTOFFIOE. 

Bovard-Brown Coal company — B. Lusk, manager, and G. W. 
Thomas, mine boss. The plant is located about 2 miles east of Cam- 
den and connected with the Santa Fe railway by a switch. 

Mine was not in operation at date of our inspection, although seve- 
ral miners were at work, preparing coal for the following day. The 
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mine mafces considerable water during the winter months, but is fairly 
well drained. 

From 60 to 60 men and boys are furnished employment in and 
about the shaft^r 

Oravins^ Coal company — Samuel Sevier, manager. Mine located 
about 1 mile east of Camden ; connected wi^h the Wabash R. R. by a 
switch. Since last inspection a new hoisting engine has been erected 
to take the place of the old horse hoister. The shaft is about 28 feet 
deep and the coal 20 inches thick ; worked on the long- wall plan. 

Two minesvowned by the Richmond Goal Company are located-just 
west of Camden, but as the company owns and is operating other mines 
in the county with general office at Richmond, these mines are reported 
under that postofflce. 

. FLEMING POSTOFFIOB. 

Kansas cfe Texas Goal company — B, F. Hobart president and Robert 
J. Paterson mining superintendent. Mine located at Fleming, and 
connected with the Wabash R. R. by a switch, but the general office 
of the company is in St. Louis. 

Steam-plant; shaft 73 feet deep. Yentilation is produced by a 12- 
foot fan, which was giving fair results at date of inspection : that is, a 
good current of air was passing around the face ; but as the whole vol- 
ume passed along the face in one current, it traveled with such velocity 
that it was annoying to the miner. If the speed of the fan be reduced 
so as to lessen the velocity, foul air would collect, caused by the breath- 
ing of men and animals, and combustion from miners, lamps etc — ^The 
former being uncomfortable and the latter unhealthy. 

In order to overcome this difficulty, the superintendent at our 
request split the air at head of main north entry into two currents, and 
notified us of the change, which we have no doubt has made a great 
improvement in ventilation. The superintendent has also notified us 
that he has cleaned out and put in a new ladder in the escapement 
shaft since our inspection, and has also repaired and put new ropes 
on cages. 

An attempt was made last fall to make a roadway high enough for 
the passage of mules, leading from the south side of shaft-bottom to the 
west coal face, but in shooting down the roof, seams or fissures were 
encountered, through which such large quanities of water came that it 
was thought best to abandon the enterprise. The entry is now being 
used as a return air-course. 

7— M 
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About 1800 feet of the east breast has been abandoned for the 
time being, on account of the coal dipping to the southeast, which 
required extra mule-power to bring the coal to the bottom. The coal 
is about 2 feet thick and overlaid with a good roof, which requires but 
little timbering, either at the working-face or along the roadways. 
Several inches of slate comes down with the coal, which, together with 
the mining-clay, is used to build pack-walls upon which the roof set- 
tles. 

The mine furnishes employment to from 110 to 150 men and boys. 

Product consumed in Missouri, Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska. 

HAEDIN POSTOFFICB. 

H. A Dickson cfe /Sow—Mine located about 3 J miles north of Hardin. 

Shaft 83 feet deep; horse-power. Coal about 18 to 20 inches 

, thick and worked on the long-wall plan. I have been notified by 

Mr. Dickson that the tip-house took fire last February 11, and burned 

down, since which time the mine has been idle. 

Fred. BucMinger — Drift; located 4 or 6 miles north of Hardin. 
Goal 18 inches thick and worked on the long-wall plan. 

Sartwelly Arnold & Co — J. W Turner, sup't. Mine located 4 or 6 
miles north of Hardin, but the superintendent's address is Korborne, 
Carroll Co. 

The coal is about 18 inches thick and is brought to the surface 
through a drift. 

Joseph Huston — Drift ; mine located 4i miles north of Hardin. The 
mine only employs a few men in fall and winter to supply local demand. 

Wm. Phillips — Mine located about 3i miles north of Hardin, but 
his postoffice address is l^orborne, Carroll Co. 

Coal is about 18 inches thick and worked on the long-wall plan. 
He writes us that he has just opened a new mine, and for that reason 
his output is small. 

Wm. Sickles — Mine located about ^ miles north of Hardin ; but 
his postoffice address is Norborne, Carroll Co. The coal is about 18 
inches thick and brought to the surface through a drift. It is used to 
supply local trade. 

OEETCK POSTOFFICE. 

Bissell Coal company — John Bissell, superintendent, and John 
Johnston, mining boss. Mine sunk last fall, striking coal at a depth of 
66 feet. It is located about 1 mile north of Orrick. 
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The shaft is equipped with a good hoisting engine off ample capacity 
for the work required of it. The head-house, engine-room, etc., are 
also well constructed for a plant of this character. 

The coal is the same seam as that worked so extensively around 
Richmond, Camden, and other places in the county. It is from 18 to 
24 ipches in thickness, overlaid with a good roof, such as overlies the 
<5oal in other parts of the county. But little fire-clay is found under 
the coal — in fact there is none in some places — which is very unfortunate 
for both miner and operator. The mine makes considerable water. 

From 17 to 36 men and boys are employed, according to the de- 
mand for the product. 

RICHMOND POSTOFFICE. 

Black Diamond Coal eompany — Wm. Pence superintendent. Mine 
located at Richmond. Shaft 80 feet deep ; horse-power. Mr. Pence 
informed us that he would soon sink a new shaft, after which he would 
4ibandon this one. The coal is about 24 inches thick and worked on 
the long-wall plan. 

M. Ohew {Gol.) — Mine located about 1^ "^il© northeast of Rich- 
mond, on James RandalPs land. Shaft 96 feet deep ; horse-power. 
Mine was put in operation last fall ; coal used to supply home trade. 

Darnell Coal eompany — John Hubbell manager, and John W. 
McOart mine superintendent. Mine located about one mile west of 
Richmond, and connected with the St. Joe branch of the Santa Fe R. 
R. by a switch. 

The coal is brought to the surface through a vertical shaft 108 feet 
deep, a horse hoister being in use. 

Ventilation is produced by a small furnace which was giving fair 
results at date of inspection (March 25), except along a portion of the 
extreme east breast — this deficency in' air being the result of not having 
a return air-course. The escapement road was in bad condition, hav- 
ing been neglected until the roof had settled down, leaving the passage 
not more than 18 inches high. The supeiintendent's attention was 
•called to this matter, and he gave orders to the mine-boss to put men 
to work at once to clean out the escapement roadway, and at the same 
time make a return air-course for the ventilating current on the east 
face. We are in receipt of a letter from the superintendent stating 
that the escapement road in question has been put in good condition. 

The mine is well drained, and, with the above exceptions, in good 
condition. 
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W. Buglass — Mine located about one mile east of Eichmond ; shaft 
69 feet deep ; horse-power. The mine was idle at date of our visit^ 
hence no inspection was made of the inside workings. This mine wa»^ 
formerly operated by Mosby & Allison. 

Huhbell Mining company— John Hubbell, manager, and John W.. 
McOart, mine superintendent. 

This is a steam plant ; shaft 110 feet deep. Mine connected with 
the St. Joe branch of the Santa Fe railroad by a switch. * 

We made a careful examination of the mine March 21, and found 
the underground workings reasonably well ventilated and in good con-^ 
dition, but the cages needed repair, and we so informed the superin- 
intendent, who promised that he would have them put in proper order 
at once, and on the 25th inst. he notified us that the east cage had been 
repaired and now being used in hoisting and lowering the employes^ 
no one being allowed upon the other cage. 

A roadway is kept open between this mine and No. 7, which affords 
a good escapement in case of an accident to the main hoisting shaft. 

The coal is from 24 to 26 inches thick, and overlaid with a beautiful 
rock roof, which renders it well adapted for the long- wall plan, which 
is used. Several inches of draw slate, which overlie the seam, comes- 
down with the coal, and is used in building walls along the roadways 
and working face. 

The mine was idle last summer, but in winter it furnishes employ- 
ment to about 70 or 80 men and boys. 

Most of the product is consumed in Kansas City and St. Joseph.. 

Huhbell, Hyatt and Hubbell Coal company — Mine located within the 
city limits of Richmond, and adjoins the Hubbell Mining Oo.'s mine on 
the northeast. The shaft is 114 feet deep, equipped with good machinery^ 
for hoisting, etc. 

Ventilation is produced by a furnace, located near the bottom of 
shaft. The air is carried down the hoisting shaft and along the main 
entry to face of coal, where it is split into two currents, one passing to 
the right and around the face to the furnace, and the other to the left 
and around to the furnace, in the same manner. 

The furnace was giving fair results at date of inspection (March 21)^ 
considering the number of men employed, but we are of opinion that it 
would be inadequate during the summer months to properly ventilate 
the mine unless the working forces are reduced. However, no com- 
plaints have been received from the employes since our inspection. 
*.^ The mine superintendent informed us that another opening would 
'jboijfii be made between this mine and Hubbell Mining Company's mine,. 
\tlras affording an additional escapement road. 
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Pay for mining, $1 per ton, summer and winter,. Coal from 24 to 
26 inches thick and worked on long-wall plan. 

The product is consumed in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. John 
JHubbell manager, and John W. McOart mine superintendent. 

Murray & James — Shaft 66 feet deep ; horse power. The mine was 
«unk last fall and is only operated to supply local trade. The coal is the 
«ame seam as that worked so extensively throughout the county. 

Joseph Pickering Coal company — Mine located about 1 mile west of 
JRichmond, and connected with the St. Joseph branch of the Santa Pe 
E. E. by a switch. 

Shaft 107 feet deep, equipped with good hoisting machinery for a 
plant of this character. Ventilation is produced by a furnace, which 
is located near the shaft-bottom, a part of which is bratticed off from 
the main shaft and used as a ventilating chamber. The furnace was 
giving good results at date of inspection (March 25). 

A connection was. made about a year ago with the Darneal Coal 
Oo'.s mine which is used as an escapement road, and was also in reason- 
cably good condition. 

We found a boy by the name of Bert Sneid working with his father, 
who said that he was only 11 years of age, so we sent him home and 
^ave instructions to the mine-boss, Wm. Main, to see that no boys be 
permitted in the future to enter the mine for the purpose of working, 
unless they had attained the age required by law. 

Goal about 24 inches thick and worked on the long-wall plan. 

The product is consumed in Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. 

W. D. EanTcin & Co. — W. D. Eankin, of Lexington, manager. 
The mine is located about 1 mile northwest of Lexington Junction, 
connected with the St. Joe branch of the Santa Pe E. E. by a switch. 

The coal is brought to the surface through a drift. The mine was 
idle at date of inspection, and had been for 2 or 3 weeks, and as the 
49uperintendent did not know when the mine would commence opera- 
tion again, we did not deem it necessary to make an investigation of 
the inside workings. 

Richmond Coal company-^J. S. Hughes, president, and John Gibson, 
«uperintendent. Mines located along the Wabash and Santa Pe railways. 
This is decidedly the largest coal producing company in the county; 
indeed, but very few in the State excel it. The company is operating 
6 mines, which furnish employment to from 360 to 500 men and boys, 
governed, of course, according to the demand for the coal. 

All the mines are worked on the long-wall plan, the roof and sur- 
roundings being well adapted for the same. The coaMs from 20 to 24 
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inches in thickness, overlaid with slate, which comes down with it, and 
is used in building pack-walls along the face and roadways to support 
the roof. 

Following is a partial description, together with statement sho wing^ 
location of each mine : 

Mines Nos, 1 and 2 — Are located about one mile west of Camden 
and connected with hoth the Wabash and Santa Fe railways. Both 
shafts are equipped with good machinery and tip-houses, and No. 1 
has 10 railroad chutes for coaling engines. 

Mine l^o. 2 was not in operation at date of inspection ( March 23 ),. 
having closed down for the summer, but a large force of men was em- 
ployed in No. 1. 

Ventilation is produced by two furnaces, one located in No. 1 and 
the other in No. 2. The air is carried down No. 1 shaft and along the 
main entry to the face ; here it is split into two currents, one passing^ 
around the coal face to the right and thence to the furnace in mine Nc 
1, and the other current pasfiing along the face to the left and to the 
furnace in No. 2. 

Mine fairly well drained and in good condition. 

The mines being connected, one furnishes an escape for the other^ 
Ohas. Cartwright is mining boss. 

Mine No, S — Located about two miles soath of Eichmond and con- 
nected with St. Joe branch of the Santa Fe railroad by a switch. 

Shaft 60 feet deep and equipped with fair machinery for hoisting- 
the product and draining the mine. 

The mine is connected by underground roadways with mines Nos^ 
4 and 6, thus furnishing good escape for the employes. 

Ventilation is produced by a 12-foot fan, which is located at No. 5.. 
and also used to ventilate No. 4. The fan was giving good results at 
date of inspection (March 22). 

The mine is in reasonably good condition, except some of the road- 
ways, which were very wet and muddy. However, some of them had 
been corduroyed and much improved since our last inspection. 

Mine No. i — Is located about 200 yards north of No. 3. It is also- 
a steam-plant, and furnishes employment to more men than any other 
one of the company's mines. Shaft 76 feet deep. Ventilation is pro- 
duced by a 12-foot fan, located at No. 6, which was giving good results^ 
at date of inspection. This plant, like Nos. 3 and 6, has been in opera- 
tion for a number of years, producing large quantities of coal, and is- 
therefore very extensive. Some of the roadways are wet and muddy> 
but the general condition of the mine is good. 
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Mine No. 5 — Is also a steam-plant and adjoins I^o. 4 on the north/- 
west. The shaft is 75 feet deep. 

We visited and made a careful examination of the mine March 22, 
and found that the safety catches on north cage were in poor condi- 
tion, nor woul^ the safety catches on the other cage work properly. 
On calling the attention of the superintendent to the matter, he assured 
us that the safety catches would receive prompt attention. After 
going all through the mine, we then went along the fiace of coal in ISo. 
4, thence around the working face into No. 3, to ascertain if the escape- 
ment roads were in proper condition to insure safety to the workmen. 
While the escapement roadway beteen Ko. 4 and 5 was very low in 
places, it was open and could be used if necessary. The road between- 
3 and 4 was in good condition. 

A 12-foot fan is used to ventilate the mine. It is located a short 
distance from the main shaft. 

It is also used to ventilate l^os. 3 and 4. Since its erection in the 
spring of 1891, not a word of complaint has been received from the 
employes in regard to ventilation, whereas prior to its erection several 
complaints were made, and we have been told by the officials of the 
company that they are well pleased with the fan and the improvement 
it has made. From this we can readily see the advantage to be gained 
by the erection of ventilating fans to take the place of furnaces, which 
predominate in this county. 

Many mine operators and ' managers do not seem to understand 
why it is the small furnace, which, as they say, "has been in use for the 
past six or eight years, should fail to continue to give proper results." 
They doubtless overlook the fact that the working face in the mine is 
extending each year, and necessarily increasing the distance the air- 
current has to travel, and which has the effect of adding that much 
more friction in the passage of the air. 

Eoof and roadways in good condition and mine fairly well drained. 

Mine No, 9 — Is a horse-power. It is located about \ mile west of 
Eichmond ; connected with the St. Joe branch of the Santa Fe railway 
by a switch. 

Mine not in operation on date of our visit, hence no inspection 
was made of the inside workings. 

SWANWICK POSTOFFICE. 

Williams Coal company — J. E. Williams, sup't, and F. M. Lamb, 
mining boss. Mine located at Swanwick and connected with the St. 
Joe branch of the Santa Fe railway by a switch. 
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Horse-power; shaft 95 feet deep. This is the same seam of coa. 
as that worked in the vicinity of Bichmond and other parts of the 
county; but the seam is more obstructed by faults in the roof. 

The mine has been in operation for a number of years, and is 
therefore very extensive. We visited and made an inspection of the 
mine in March last, and found the underground workings fairly well 
ventilated and in good condition. 

-HT. W. Safer & company — Is operating a mine located between 
George ville and Finney's Point, for local trade. 

The shaft is 156 feet deep ; horse-power. Goal about 22 inches 
thick, and said to be the same seam as that worked so extensively in 
the vicinity of Bichmond. 



SALINE COUNTY. 
Prodaction, 4440 tons. 
According to the report of the State Geologist, coal measure for- 
mation underlies nearly one-half of the county. But thus far mining 
has been pursued only in a limited manner to supply local trade. The 
principal mines now in operation are located in the vicinity of Sweet 
Springs, Slater and Mount Leonard. However, some local mining is 
being prosecuted at other points throughout the county. 

B. M. Oordell — Mine located at Mt. Leonard ; horse-power. The 
shaft was sunk last winter, striking th^ coal at a depth of 50 feet. Goal 
is reported to be 20 inches thick. 

S. H. Marmaduke — Mine located about 1^ mile southwest of Sweet 
Springs. Is a horsepower ; shaft 60 feet deep. Coal 18 to 24 inches 
thick, overlaid with a shale roof, several inches of which comes down 
with the coal, thus giving height for the workmen. Much trouble is 
given the operator by gob fires, caused by spontaneous combustion. 

Mr. Marmaduke informs us that work was discontinued in mine 
July 1, owing to limited demand for the product, but doubtless will re- 
sume operations this fall. 

Wilburn Coal company — Mine located about two miles north of 
Kapton. Shaft 65 feet deep. The coal is found here in a deposit 
which is said to be 22 feet thick. However, only about 8 feet is being 
worked. 

Mine was idle at date of our inspection, and had been for several 
weeks, on account of bad condition of the country roads over which 
the product had to be hauled to market. But we were informed that 
the mine would soon be put in operation again. 
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Wm. M. MeOinni8, near ret cher, Peter Durnil and Samuel White, 
:at Elmwood, BarneyJHDnter and Isaac Briggs, near Slater, Frank Alex- 
ander, near Arrow Eock, and others, are among the small operators 
which have contributed to the output of the county during the past 
year. 



SULLIVAN COUNTY. 
Production, 8800 tons. 

Milan Land and Coal Mining company — E. Eitz, superintendent. 
Mine located at Milan, and connected with the 0. B. & K. 0. railroad by 
a switch. Shaft 190 feet deep, equipped with good hoisting machinery. 

We visited the mine March 5, but could make no inspection of the 
inside on account of cage being broken, caused by over-winding. But 
we returned to the mine and made a thorough inspection of theunder- 
ground workings on the 9th inst., and found it in fair condition. The 
<5oal is from 38 to 42 inches in thickness, overlaid with a very poor roof, 
which slacks readily on being exposed to the air. In fact, the roof 
• «eems to fall more along the entries and in narrow work than in rooms. 
"The coal was being worked on the pillar-and-room plan at the time of 
our visit, but we are informed that the plan has been changed to the 
long-wall. 

Pay for mining, 66 cents in summer and 80 cents in winter. 



ST. CLAIR COUNTY. 
Production, 5405 tons. 
Mining is being done in the vicinity of Osceola, Yista, Lowry City, 
Taberville and sooth of Appleton City, but only in a small way to 
43upply local trade, except at Yista, where the coal is mined more ex- 
tensively, the product being shipped by rail to market. 

W. A. Seymour — Mine located about 3} miles northwest of Osceola 
4Wid known as the Hoover bank. At date of inspection they were 
sinking a slope to the coal, which is 28 to SO inches thick. The pro- 
duct is hauled to Osceola in wagons. 

William Watkins — Mine located about 3} miles northwest of Os- 
<}eola. 

At date of inspection, the mine was idle. Slope. Coal reported 
28 to 32 inches thick. It is worked on the pillar-and-room plan. 

D. L. Douthat — Mine located at Yista. The shaft was sunk in 1890, 
striking the coal at a depth of 20 feet. At date of our visit the mine 
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was partly filled with water, caused by the heavy rains which had re- 
oently fallen ; hence no inspection of the inside workings could be 
made. The coal is reported as being three feet thick and overlaid 
with limestone. 

Q. A. Vannice — Mine lotated at Yista and connected with the K^ 
0., Ft. S. & M. railroad by a switch. The mine was formerly operated 
by the Owen coal company, but was closed down last fall and remained 
idle until January, at which time Mr. Yannice took charge and com- 
menced operations. Coal is from two to three feet thick, and is brought 
to the surface through a slope. Only a small force of men was em- 
ployed at date of our inspection. 

J. W. WhiUaker — Is operating a mine located a few miles north of 
Osceola for local trade. Shaft 24 feet deep ; horse-power. Goal two 
feet thick ; worked pillar-androom plan. 



VERNON COUNTY. 

Production, 119,036 tons. 

Nearly the whole of Yernon county is underlaid with the coal- 
measure formation and mining is or has been prosecuted in nearly 
every township within her borders. 

Mining was being carried on very extensively in the vicinity of 
Carbon Centre a few years ago, but the principal producing mines in 
this vicinity were abandoned about four or five years ago, which result- 
ed in a large decrease in the county's output. But a brighter future ia 
in store for the mining industry of the county, as several large coal 
companies are turning their attention to its coal fields, which will 
doubtless attract the attention of other capitalists. The indications- 
are now that the county will in a few years rank as one of the State'a 
largest producers ; in fact, her output is increasing very rapidly. Dur- 
ing the past year the output was 119,036 tons, against 64,303 for the 
preceding year, an increase of 54,733 tons. In producing this amount 
of coal an average of 262 men and boys were employed in and about 
the mines. 

The seams now being worked vary from 18 inches to 5 and 6 feet 
in thickness. The one attaining the greatest thickness is found in the 
vicinity of Carbon Centre and near Bedford. Several email mines and 
strip-pits are in operatio n in the vicinity of Walker, Moundville, Bel- 
lamy, Bronaugh, Schell City, Sheldon, Miio, Nevada and Ketterman. 

The Missouri Pacific E^y passes through the county from north to 
south, the M. K. & T. railroad from northeast to southwest, and a 
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branch of the K. 0. Ft. 8. & M. railway extends to Carbon Centre, one 
of the principal shipping points in the coanty, thus affording good 
shipping facilities for the product. 

Following is a partial description of eacli mine, together with a^ 
statement as to the condition they were found in on date of inspection t . 

CARBON OENTBB POSTOFFIOB. 

B. E. AZ/ew— Mine located near Carbon Centre, but postoffice ad- 
dress Eich Hill, Bates county. Mine was not in operation at date of 
our visit, but had been operated- during last fall by J. Street. Mr» 
Allen reports several thousand tons of coal as having been stripped 
and sent to market from this land during the past year. 

Salsman i& Scott — Have a lease on a portion of the E. A. Boughan 
tract, upon which this mine is located. 

The coal is obtained by stripping the dirt and clay from over itand^ 
quarrying it out. We are informed, however, that they have recently 
commenced opening up a slope. 

Wm. 0' Bryan cfe Co — Mine located near Carbon Centre. This com- 
pany did a large business. last fall and part of the winter, closing down- 
about the 1st of January. Coal was also mined by stripping, and 
shipped to Kansas City and west, over the K. C. Ft. 8. & G. E. E. 

Mr. O'Bryan informed us that the company would discontinue- 
business and remove their stock pf goods to some other point. 

J, N. Smith — Strip-pit was not being operated at date of inspec- 
tion. But is worked during fall and winter, while the demand is good- 

IVrOUNDVILLB POSTOFFICE. 

W. D. Eohinson — Mine located at Moundville. Shaft 32 feet deep ;, 
horse-power. The mine is being operated at this date by W. H. Coo- 
per. Coal about 30 inches thick and worked on the pillar-and-room 
plan.. Mine operated to supply local demand. 

Warner Powell — Mine was idle at date of our visit and had been 
for several months, hence no inspection was made. 

Philip Jones — Mine located near Moundville, and was being ope-^ 
rated at date of inspection by John Stout. The shaft is about 30 feet 
deep ; horse-power. Coal 30 inches thick and .worked on the pillar- 
and-room plan. The product is used for home consumption. 

Wm Hill — Mine idle and had been for several months, therefore no 
inspection was made. 
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SOHELL CITY POSTOFFIOB. 

S. 0. Moaher — Mine located about two miles south of Schell City. 
It was opened last March by D. E. McOarty, who reports the coal as 
being 26 inches thick. The mine will be worked on the pillar-and-room 
plan, and the output used to supply local trade. 

Mr. McOarty also reports several other small mines in the vicinity 
of Harwood that are operated in fell and winter. 

RICH HILL POSTOPFICB 

C Bates County). 

Keith & Perry Goal company-^ John Perry general manager, David 
Mackie general superintendent, and George D. Manville agent. This 
is one of the large coal companies of the State, with general office at 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Mine No. 7 — Is practically a new mine, having been opened a little 
x)ver one year ago, therefore the underground workings are not very 
extensive. The shaft is located about 3 miles south of Eich Hill, just 
within the border of Vernon county, and connected with the Missouri 
Pacific E. E. by a switch. 

Several inspections were made of this mine during the past year, 
«ome of which were brought about by accidents at the mine, requiring 
our attention. 

( A report on these accidents will be found elsewhere under the 
head of explosions. ) 

An escapement road was completed to the escapement shaft in 
November, and a good stairway erected in the shaft, and in January 
the company erected a 14-foot fan at the air-shaft, to take the place of 
the 10-foot fan, which was situated at the hoisting khaft. 

Air measurements which we made on the 6th of February showed 
20j380 cubic feet per minute to be passing, with the fan making about 
54 revolutions per minute. But when it was increased to the speed 
usually run while shots are being fired, the amount of air was increased 
to 33,430 cubic feet in the same time. 

The coal averages about 4 feet in thickness and is worked on the 
pillarand-room plan. 

Shot-firers are employed to fire all shots after the miners and other 
workmen have retired from the mine ; and no miner in allowed to take 
more than 12| pounds of powder into the mine at any one time, and 
that in a closed vessel. These are good rules and are heartily indorsed 
by us. 
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The mine is practically dry, but little water being found in it, 
except at the shaft-bottom, and head of main north entry. At these 
places small quantities of water collect, a large percent of which is 
used to sprinkle roadways, etc. 

Mr. Williams is mining boss, having succeeded Pat, Harding. 

The company has recently sunk a new mine known as No. 8, a 
short distance south of Bedford, and a switch is being laid connecting 
the mine with the Missouri Pacific railway also. The plant will be 
equipped with good machinery, as the company has quite a large terri- 
tory to work out. 

The output from mine No. 7 alone during the past year is more 
than the total production of Vernon county for the year ending June 
30, 1891. This fact goes to show that the county is rapidly coming to 
the front as one of the large coal producers. ' 

Ohaney & Burch — Are operating the strip-pit near Bedford, for- 
merly operated by Mr. Harris, and also stripping coal on G. A. Dolser's 
land located about 1 mile west of Carbon Centre. Two beds of coal 
are found at the latter place, one 16 and the other from 36 to 38 inches- 
thick, separated by from 3 to 5 feet of fire-clay and shale. The small 
seam overlies the larger one^ 

The product is hauled to the railroad in wagons and shipped. 

Franlc Williams cfe Co — Capt. Wm. Hudson, manager, and Frank 
Williams, mine sup't. 

This is a new mine, having been put into operation during the past 
year. It is located about 1} mile northeast of Arthur and about 1 
mile east^^of the Mo. P. railway. A tram-road coiinecting the mine with 
the switch from the railroad has been built. The coal was struck near 
the surface, hence worked to considerable extent by strip-pit, but at 
date of inspection ( Feb. 12 ), a drift was being driven in to the coal 
under the hill. The vein is from 4J to 6 feet in thickness, overlaid 
with a good shale roof. 

Pay for mining, 60 to 60 cents per ton. Product is consumed in 
Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. 
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EEMARKS ON TABLE YI. 



The followiDg tables are descriptive of the details of coal mine 
operations in the State. 

The table shows the number of mines, kind of power nsed, plant, 
•employes, mules, tonnage, prices paid for mining, prices received for coal, 
total output and total amount received for same, in each county from 
which mining is reported ; also the number of fatal and non-fatal acci- 
dents occurring. The tables following after the above represent each 
county in alphabetical order, and its mining operations in detail. 

In connection with these tables, we desire to call attention to some 
features which, if not explained, may prove misleading or be misunder- 
stood; the first of which is the apparently small product of some 
mines, compared with the number of men employed. This may be 
explained by the fact, that at a number of mines the force reported 
represents the true number employed, but they can not be said to be 
regularly employed, as in many cases work is performed only a few 
months in the year. Then again, there are many small or thin veins of 
€oal, and when this is the case, more men are required to mine a given 
number of tons th^^n would be necessary in thicker veins. 

We have used every effort to get operators to report the number 
of days worked during the year, but with such indifferent success as 
to prove discouraging. There are many pleasing exceptions, but in 
many other instances there appears to have been no attempt to keep a 
record of this, to us at least, very important matter. There are no 
means by which this information could be obtained by this department 
except through personal effort, and this is simply out of the question 
when considered in connection with the duties required in other and 
more important directions, with no assistant and the very limited means 
at my disposal. Still another feature may be noticed, and that is the 
wide difference in the prices received for the product by different 
mines. Mines reporting extra large prices received for coal are to be 
found mostly in isolated places, where competition and transportation 
facilities are lacking. And again there are others known as country 
banks, the trade of which is confined to the immediate neighborhood, 
and the mines operated at such times only as the season and the de- 
mand insure good prices. Then there Ure many large operators in 
reporting the average price received for the output of their respective 
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mines, who furnish a figure the result of the average from the sale of 
lump, nut and slack combined. Prices of this kind may look as much 
too small as others look to be too large. 

It may be noticed that prices are not given for mining done in 
strip-pits. In explanation of this, we would state that as a rule this 
kinrf of work is performed by ordinary labor, in the majority of cases. 

The professional miner is not in demand at prices which would 
obtain in underground work. The prices paid for strip-pit mining are 
so varied and so unsteady as to make the record useless for all prac- 
tical purposes. 

No record of mules employed in strip-pits has been attempted, for 
reasons somewhat similar to those given for the failure to notice prices 
paid for strip-pit work. The work done by a strip-pit mule bears no 
resemblance to that required of a mule in underground work. Some 
very small strip-pits work a number of mules, for a few months, in 
scraping the earth and 'other material overlying the coal from off the 
aame, and in reporting to us, give a number of mules as being worked 
in excess of the number used by our largest shafts. 
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ANNUAL BEPOBT OF THE 



TABLE VTII— SHOWING COAL PRODUCT BY COUNTIES, 

According to [tonnage, with price per ton^ and amount received for the output, together- 
tovth the number of large and small mines in each. 
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Pettis 

Ralls 

Miller. 

Totals.. 



685,335 

659,924 

347,600 

297,011 

272,948 

137,258 

134,934 

119,036 

108,784 

38,333 

35,588 

29,792 

28,670 

21,058 

16,561 

16,039 

14,820 

10,486 

8,800 

6,881 

5,405 

4,440 

4,181 

3,666 

2,312 

1,850 

1,548 

1,380 

1,000 

766 

433 

280 

127 



$104 
1 06 
1 53 
1 27 
1 64 
1 45 
1 27 
1 08 
1 18 
1 98 
1 58 

1 68 

2 40 
1 64 
1 58 
1 35 
1 65 
1 76 
1 54 
1 53 
1 73 
1 99 
1 48 
1 96 

1 94 

2 65 
2 00 
2 76 
2 25 

1 25 

2 15 

1 75 

2 60 



$717,173 02 

699;927 35 

536,092 96 

379,232 08 

421,631 61 

199,735 00 

172,483 20 

129,126 17 

128,869 60 

76,097 16 

66,214 96 

50,164 85 

68,983 00 

32,590 25 

26,179 35 

21,706 66 

24,365 00 

18,441 42 

13,600 00 

10,620 00 

9,362 50 

8,873 25 

6,230 00 

7,152 80 

4,503 00 

4,720 00 

3,096 00 

3,810 00 

2.250 00 

957 50 

932 50 

490 00 

317 50 



19 
24 
31 
9 
17 
16 
3 
6 
4 
4 
4 
2 
2 
4 
2 
1 
2 
4 
1 
2 
3 
1 



1^ 
28 
20 

m 

21 
27 



1 
& 

11 
1 
6 
9^ 

10 
8 
4 

14 
4 
^ 
& 
1 

a 

4 

1 
1 



3,017,285 



1 26 



3,825,828 57 



166 



289- 
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ACCIDENTS m COAL MINES. 



During the past year there have occurred 41 non-fatal and 20 fatal 
accidents. As compared with the previous year, there has been an 
increase of two fatal and nine non-fatal ones. For this year, however, 
there is an increase of 367,267 tons coal mined, with a gain over the 
preceding year of 3641 more tons mined for each life lost. Eeference 
to the table on coal-mine accidents will show that out of a total of 61 
accidents — fatal and non-fatal — 40 accidents, or 66 i per cent of all, re- 
sulted from falls of roof and coal ; five resulting from windy shots, 
four from explosions, four from cages, four from mine cars, two from 
• flying coal from shots, one from gas, and one from an earth slide in a 
strip-pit. Macon county has proved to be the most unfortunate in the 
number of fatal accidents, eight men having been killed from falls of 
roof and coal. This is due largely, we think, to the character of roof 
encountered in the mines of this county, and also to the large amount 
of powder used. 

Of the 61 accidents in the coal mines of the State, 77 per cent 
of employes were miners ; 13 per cent were laborers, and 10 per cent 
shot-firers. 

Upon an examination of the fatal accidents it may be noticed from 
the testimony before, and the verdict of the coroner's jury, that six 
accidents were due to neglect of the parties themselves ; six were pro- 
nounced accidental; three are classed as unavoidable; three from 
windy shots resulting in explosions, and two from too great a delay in 
properly timbering rooms. While the per centage of accidents from 
falls of roof and coal appears large, yet it is about on a par with the 
country at large. 
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RECAPITULATION OF COAL-MINE ACCIDENTS. 



Number of non-fatal accidents. 
Number of fatal accidentB 



Total number of accidents.. 
Number of single men killed. . . 
Number of married men killed. 



Total number men killed 

Number of wives made widows 

Number of children made fatherless 

Number of men insured 

Amount of insurance 



41 
20 



7 
13 



13 

46 

1 

«2,000 



61 



20 



Catise of Accidents and Number Injured, 



From falls of roof : 

From falls of coal 

From flames of windy shots 

From explosions 

From cages 

From mine cars 

From flying coal from shots flred. 

From being burned with gas 

From earth slide in strip-pit 



Total. 



31 
9 
5 
4 
4 
4 
2 
1 
1 



61 



How the Injured Men were Employed. 



Miners 

Shot-firers. 
Laborers. . . 
Drivers .... 
Mine-boss. . 
Cager 



Total. 



47 
6 
4 
2 

1 
1 



61 



Digitized by 



Googk 



STATE MINE INSPECTOR. 139 



MINE EXPLOSIONS. 



A little before 9 o'clock on the night of December 29, 1891, a 
serious explosion occurred in mine Ko. 7, located about three miles 
south of Eich Hill, and owned and operated by the Keith & Perry Goal 
Go., a corporation owning a number of mines in Southeastern Kansas 
and Southwestern Missouri, with general office at Kansas Gity, Mo» 
This explosion resulted in the death of Lincoln White and Eobert 
Brown (both colored), the two shot-firers, besides killing eight mulea 
irhich were in the mine at the time, and doing a great deal of damage 
to the property. 

This is the third explosion which has occurred in this mine during 
the past year. The first explosion took place on the night of October 
7, and resulted in the death of W. E. Metz and serious injury to Amos 
Algier, who were employed to fire shots, besides killing eight mules 
and completely wrecking the hoisting shaft. After making a careful 
examination of the mine, I made a special report to the Labor Gom- 
missioner, in which I stated that in my opinion the disaster was caused 
by the firing of several heavy shots in quick succession in the rooms 
on first and second west entry, on north side of shaft, one or more of 
which were windy, or what the miners term "cyclone" shots, the fire 
from which ignited the powder contained in a box near the mouth of 
one of these rooms. This carried the fire to other powder which was 
contained in boxes in an east entry near shaft>bottom, which in turn 
exploded five or six kegs contained in boxes situated in a cross-cut 
connecting the mule stable with the first east entry on south side of 
shaft. (Mr. Sweeney, sup't, has since informed me that the company 
gave 10 kegs of powder to miners whose powder was lost in the ex- 
plosion. ) I furthermore stated that I had no doubt but that the fine 
coal-dust suspended in the air, which had been set in motion by the 
firing of previous shots, played quite, an important part in the disaster 
by adding fuel to the flames. 

In order to guard against a repetition of this accident in the future ^ 
I recommended that each miner be prohibited from taking any more 
powder into the mine than was absolutely necessary for present use, 
and that a sufficient interval between the firing of each shot be given, 
in order to allow the dust raised by the previous shots to subside or 
be carried away by the ventilating current. The recommendation as 
to the amount of powder each miner should be allowed to take into 
the mine was strictly enforced, according to the sgrcj^rg^ tf ^^:^5\^i^^ 
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several witnesses ; but it seems from the evidence produced that a 
sufBlcient interval was not allowed by the shot-firers between the firing 
of each shot, as should have been done had our instructions been com- 
plied with. 

The second explosion was a slight one. It occurred on October 
22, while the shots were being fired, and blew out a part of the brattice- 
work between hoisting shaft and ventilating chamber, but doing no 
further harm. Probably the most violelit explosion that ever occurred 
in the mines of Missouri was the one which took place December 29. 
The effect of it was perceptible for some distance around — people in 
Eich Hill, three miles away, claiming to have felt it. The west cage 
which was standing on the bottom, was shot up through the top of tip- . 
house, a distance of 180 feet, breaking the 12 X 12-inch timbers which 
supported the sheave- wheel, and blowing a part of the sheave, together 
with a part of one of the timbers, over the top of the engine-house, 
while other timbers were blown in all directions, one large piece falling 
through the roof of the engine-house. The cage was found lying 
-against the slate-dump completely wrecked. These cages are made of 
heavy oak timber and iron, and are estimated to weigh not less than 
2,500 pounds each. An escapement shaft had just been sunk, located 
about 700 feet southeast of hoisting shaft, and equipped with a good 
stairway consisting of 27 flights of stairs made of two-inch lumber, and 
spiked with 20 penny nails. The force of the explosion blew every 
piece of the stair-case out and scattered ii about over the prairie. 
These facts are sufficient to show the terrific force of the explosion. 

Immediately after the explosion occurred, the people flocked to 
the shaft and a rescuing party was Ibwered into the mine, bnt it was 
found the mine was on fire, and the flames were making such progress 
that the rescuing party had to be with-drawn, and the mine sealed up 
in order to extinguish the fire. 

I arrived at the mine on the morning of the 31st inst. thirty-six 
hours after the explosion, and found] John Perry, general manager, 
David Mackie, general sup't, and Pat Harding, mine-boss, and a num- 
ber of miners opening up the escapement shaft, preparatory to enter, 
ing the mine. After the covering had been removed from the escape- 
ment and hoisting shaft, a strong wind which was blowing from the 
south sent a fair current of air through the mine, this being accom- 
plished by erecting a sail cloth on north side of shaft. As soon as 
Tentilation had been sufficiently restored, Pat Harding, mine-boss, 
William Brun, myself, and a miner whose name I cannot recall, entered 
the mine by being lowered down the escapement shaft in a tub. We^ 
followed the air-current down the third east entry to the main south 
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entry, and along the south in the direction of the bottom of hoisting 
shaft, until we arrived at the mouth of the first and second west entries* 
Here we encountered such quantities of black damp (0. O.^), that we 
could not go any further, so we returned to fresh air and waited nearly 
an hour before the foul air was sufficiently removed to permit us to 
move on to the botto^m. 

On our return, and after reaching the roadway leading to the mule 
stable, we found the fire still burning in the stable and throwing oflT 
large volumes of smoke. As soon as possible, a rubber hose was let 
down the shaft, and a stream of water turned on the fire. In the mean 
time we put up a brattice- cloth across the main entry to force the air 
current through the stable, so as to carry the smoke and foul gases 
away. A continuous stream of water played upon the fire until about 
4 o'clock in the afternoon, when, discovering that the coal north of the 
mule stable was also on fire, it was decided to withdraw the men and 
again seal up the mine. « 

Monday, the 4th of January, the mine was again opened and the 
fan started. This time the men entered the mine at the hoisting shaft,, 
carrying the air by bratticing between the hoisting shaft and ventilat- 
ing chamber. The sealing up of the mine had not entirely extinguished 
ed the fire, so a stream of water was again turned on and the fire was 
finally put out. On the following day about 1 o'clock, we fo^nd the 
body of Robert Brown, half buried beneath a fall of slate. He was 
found about 15 feet north of second west entry, lying on his face with 
his head toward the north, doubtless in the same position he was left 
in after the explosion. While the burns on his body did not seem 
sufficient to cause immediate death, the after-damp, which is always* 
found in mines after an explosion, rendered him unconscious in a few 
seconds, from which cause he probably died. 

Lincoln White's body was found at 5 o'clock on main entry, and 
about 48 feet north of second west entry. He was also lying on his 
face, but with his head toward the bottom of the shaft, two or three 
feet of slate having fallen upon him. Keither did he seem to have been 
burned sufficiently to cause death. 

On the following day we made a careful examination of the mine, 
in which we were kindly assisted by Prof. Arthur Winslow, State 
Geologist of Missouri, and John T. Stewart, Mine Inspector of Kansas, 
being also accompanied by the following offiers of the Keith & Perry 
Goal Company : John Perry, general manager ; G. R. Sweeney, superin- 
tendent ; John Mackie, general superintendent ; and Pat Harding, mine- 
boss. We entered the mine at the main hoisting shaft, and followed 
the main north entry up to the second west entry, and up the west 
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to the head. Here we found evidence of shots having been fired in 
the mouth of a room which was being turned by Stephen Winkle. 
We were undecided at the time whether one or two shots had been 
:flred, but according to the sworn statement of Mr. Winkle, which I 
afterward took, there were two shots fired, one five and the other six 
feet in depth. These shots had the appearance of having been over- 
<5harged and capable of throwing off a large flame. We also found that 
two shots had been fired in the second room east of Mr. Winkle's room, 
both of which seemed to have been over-charged, judging from the dis- 
tance fragments of coal were blown. ( See accompanying drawing. ) 

The shot-hole on the right hand side of the room had been drilled 
about five or six feet deep on solid at point of hole, as shown by two feet 
of shot-hole which was left standing, and the one on left of room was also 
a very heavy shot, having been drilled about 6| feet on solid. About 
three feet of hole was left standing, 

» In our opinion, either of these shots, owing to their location, was 
liable to throw ofiF large volumes of flame, resulting in what the niiners 
term a "windy" or "cyclone" shot. The four shots described above 
were, in our opinion, the last fired in the mine, one or more of which 
caused the explosion, as the shots in the adjoining rooms were standing 
ready tamped but unfired. The fact that all shots had been fired in 
back or first west entry, on the return air-course is evidence that these 
four shots were the last fired, as we would naturally suppose that the 
the shot-firers would commence firing on the last of the air nearest the 
up-cast, and fire in reverse order to the air-current, in order that the 
powder-smoke might be carried away by the ventilating current. We 
<5ontinued our examination to all parts of the mine in which fire-damp 
was suspected to exist, but no trace of it was found that could be 
detected with an open light. 

There was but little charred coal or coke observed along the road- 
ways. However, the standing timbers along the same were covered 
with soot, and a deposit of the same, nearly one-half inch thick, was 
found upon the floor of the tip-house. 

Yentilation was being produced by a 10-foot ventilating fan which 
sets in the up-cast air- way at the shaft-landing,* and is designed to run 
up to 150 revolutions, furnishing about 40,000 cubic feet of air per 
minute. 

The coal is brought to the surface through a main vertical hoisting 
«haft 130 feet deep, divided by partitions into cage- ways. The up-cast 
or ventilating shaft is bratticed off from the main hoisting shaft by 

*Siiice explosion a 14-foot ventilating fan has been erected at the escapement shaft, which is 
now being nsed to ventilate the mine. 
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wooden brattice-work, and has an area of about 28 square feet, with 
wooden chimney extending 36 feet above the landing. The air was 
being carried down the main hoisting shaft. At the bottom it was 
divided into two parts, one passing to the south and the other to the 
north. There was also sufficient air being taken in at the escapement 
shaft to ventilate a portion of that part of the mine. 

The air-current passing to the north was carried to the head of 
main north entry, returning through the air-course to the second west 
entry, thence up the^west entry and around through the workings, and 
returning through the first west or back entry to the return air-course, 
thence to the up-cast shaft. Prior to this we had made a careful examina- 
tion of the mine on the 12th of October, and found 23,160 cubic feet of 
air passing as shown by the air-meter, measurements being taken on 
the return air-course near the up-cast shaft. 

The accompanying drawing shows the method of working and ven- 
tilating the mine at the time of the explosion. The large arrows show 
the direction of air-current and the small ones the direction the ex- 
plosion traveled. It will also be seen that in some instances the small 
arrows are pointing through the stoppings between entries, this being 
done in order to show the direction that stoppings were blown. It 
will also be observed that most of the stoppings were blown from the 
return air-course and first west or back entry into the main north and 
second west entries, notwithstanding the explosion having originated in 
the second west. This may be attributed to the fact that the return 
air-course leading to the first west or back entry contained a large 
amount of fine, dry coal-dust, due perhaps to not having been sprinkled, 
there being no communicating track to convey the water-car through 
the same. 

There is more powder used in getting the coal, not only in Ko. 7 
but in most of the mines in the vicinity of Rich Hill, than used in any 
other mine in the State. The books of the company show that during 
the month of December, 446 kegs of powder were used in producing 
7810 tons of coal, or only about 17.5 tons for each keg used. When 
we consider the great amount of powder used in producing such a com- 
paratively small amount of coal, we are led to believe that it is han- 
clled in a very reckless manner, and windy or cyclone shots are to be 
expected. 

Some of the witnesses testified that they use as much as 10 or 12^ 
pounds of powder each day. The officials of the company are to be 
commended for restricting the amount of powder taken into the mine 
by each miner to 12^ pounds, and for requiring them to carry the same 
in a closed vessel. Since the explosion, this company has caused pipes 
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to be laid leading from the pnmp at the bottom of shaft along the re- 
turn air-course to the first west entry, through which water is forced 
and used to thoroughly wet, not only the entries, but the rooms as 
well. A 14-foot ventilating fan has also been erected at the escape- 
ment shaft to take the place of the 10-foot fan, since which time no 
windy or cyclone shots have been reported to us as having occurred. 

In our report on the first explosion, which occurred October 7, 
we did not hesitate to state that in our opinion the gun-powder played 
the greatest part. But as there was no powder in the mine at the time 
of this disaster, except that which was in the shots, we are compelled 
to look for the cause elsewhere ; nor can we charge it to fire-damp, as 
all the evidence goes to show that no fire-damp existed in the mine — 
that is, not in sufiScient quantities to detect with an open light — but it 
must be remembered that less than two or three per cent of fire damp 
( 0. H.* ) cannot be detected with an ordinary safety-lamp. In other 
words, after a thorough examination of a mine is made, and reported 
entirely free from gas, there may yet be from two to three per cent in 
the air'; but this small per cent of gas, even if it existed, could do no 
harm within itself. It does seem to us that this presents good reasons 
for further considering the coal-dust theory, and to demonstrate that 
fine inflammable coal-dust really plays quite an important part in many 
coal-mine explosions. 

As early as the commencement of the Nineteenth century, coal- 
dust in collieries was considered an element of danger by a few scien- 
tists in Europe : but the first series of practical observations of the 
action of coal-dust in explosions was made by Messrs. Faraday and 
Lyell at the Haswell colliery, England, in September, 1844, after a dis- 
astrous explosion had occurred, in which they arrived at the conclusion 
that coal-dust may be instrumental in greatly extending and increasing 
the disastrous effect of explosions in coal mines.* 

More recently a systematic series of experiments upon a very 
extensive scale has been carried out in Germany, by the Prussian fire- 
damp commission, and the results obtained have furnished conclusive 
evidence of the possibility of certan kinds of coal-dust being the sole 
inflammable agent instrumental in the production of coal-mine explo- 
sions. It is also the opinion of scientists of Europe who have given 
attention to mine explosions in which coal-dust was believed to be a 
factor, that explosions occurring as they do more frequently in winter 
than in summer months, give, as a cause for the same, the fact that 
cold air passing into the mine in winter is thus made warm and there, 
fore absorbs moisture from the road-ways, leaving the fine coal-dust 

« ♦*See Mine Accidents afld their Prevention, ' ' by Sir Frederick Abel, pages 55 and 56. 
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along the same in a very dry condition ; whereas in summer months the 
warm air passing into the mine cools and precipitates its moisture, 
which has a tendency to dampen the roadways. 

When our attention is called to the fact that all the most disas- 
trous explosions which have occurred in Missouri, Kansas and Indian 
Territory, in which coal-dust is thoaght to have been a factor,* have 
taken place daring the winter months, and while the shots were being 
fired, gives in our opinion, great weight to the theory above advanced. 
The principal explosions in this section of the country of recent date 
occurred as follows : 

Western Coal & MiniDg Co., Fleming, Kansas, Dec. 17, 1887. 

Keith & Perry Coal Co. , Rich Hill, Mo. , March 29, 1888. 

Cherokee & Pittsburg Coal & Mining Co., Frontenac, Kansas. , Nov. 9, 1888. 

Keith & Ferry Coal Co. ( Mine No. 7), Rich Hill, Mo. Oct. 7, 1891. 

Keith & Perry Coal Co. { Mine No. 7), Rich Hill, Mo. , Dec. 29, 1891. 

Osage Coal & Mining Co., McAllister, Ind. Ter. Jan. 7, 1892. 

The above named explosions, all occurring in the winter season, 
goes far to show that the conditions are not the same in our mines at all 
times of the year. If they were, it appears to us that explosions would 
be as likely to occur in summer as in winter. 

The evidence taken before both the coroner and myself relative to 
the explosion at mine No. 7, goes to show that the mine was in good 
condition, well ventilated and free from fire-damp, prior to and subse- 
quent to the explosion. The fact that no old, abandoned workings 
existed in the mine where the fire-damp could collect, and that all the 
miners and other workmen used open lights, is evidence that fire-damp 
was not the prime caase of the disaster. 

This may be considered.a dry mine, as but little water is found in 
it except that which collects at shaft-bottom and at head of main north 
entry. Eoadways are dry and dusty unless kept sprinkled, but accord- 
ing to the sworn statement of Frank Sample, all'the roadways in the 
mine were sprinkled on Sunday (two days before the explosion^, except 
the air-shaft entry, while other witnesses testified that some of the 
roadways were in a damp condition. The sides and roofs of roadways 
were not sprinkled, which in our opinion is of as much importance to 
keep dampened as the floors as the finest and most inflammable coal- 
dust is most likely to be found on timbers and projecting shelves along 

*It is the opioion of Bome mine managers and miners, that coal-dast played bnt little, if any 
part in some of the explosions referred to ; bat as not sufficient flre-damp seemed to exist in either 
of them to cause an explosion within itselt, we would natnrally suppose that they were assisted by 
some other agent. Large quantities of powder were being used in the mines at the time, and all 
the exploaions occurred while shots were being flred. 

10— M 
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the same. However, this is a precaution not practiced in this State* 
bat is considered of much ii;nportance by mining men in other parts of 
the country. » 

Having been unable to secure an analysis of the coal in mine !No. 
7, we submit herewith the analysis made by Prof. William B. Potter of 
St. Louis, of the coal taken from Keith & Perry Goal Co.'s mine No. 
6, after the explosion in 1888. Mine No. 6 is also located near Rich 
Hill, Mo., and the coal is of the same general character as that in mine 
No. 7. A few remarks on the subject by Prof. Potter are also sub- 
mitted : 

In order to obtain some knowledge of the combustiblles involved in the case 
under consideration, I have had analyses made in the laboratory of the St. Lonis 
Sampling and Testing works, of average samples of the lump, nut and pea coal 
produced at Mine No. 6 ; also of the dust taken from the floor of the entry in which 
the three heavy shots were flred previous to the explosion. Analyses were made 
of the dust as taken from the floor, and of that portion of it passing a 40 -mesh 
screen. The proportion of the latter to the whole sample was 23} per cent. 
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It will be seen from these analyses that the proportion of volatile matter, 
even in the lump coal, is quite large, while the small coal, and especially the tine 
dust, which is especially concerned in the explosion, has a larger amount of volatile 
matter than of fixed carbon, forming nearly one-third of the weight of the whole 
material, notwithstanding the large increase in the proportion of the incombusti- 
ble mineral matter or ash. Indeed, such results are to be expected from the nature 
of the coal. The bright pitch-like layers of the coal are richer in volatile hydro- 
carbons than the dull black layers alternating with these, and are at the same time 
much more brittle and likely to yield a larger amount of fine powder when roughly 
handled . 

It will be seen by reference to the testimony of the night fireman, 
W. H. Yan Dusin, that the shot-firers came to the bottom of the shaft 
about 8 o'clock and notified him that they were going north, and from 
15 to 30 minutes afterward came back to the bottom and wanted to be 
hoisted out, stating that they had fired a bad windy shot which had 
nearly caught them. 
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The shot-firers doubtless lighted up and fired all the shots in the 
:first west or back entry on north side together — regardless of the 
rales or danger — -one or more of which were over-charged, causing an 
•elongation of jaame,N resulting in what is known as a " cyclone " or 
windy shot. , 

It is probable that the heavy shot referred to broke down a door 
or two and otherwise disarranged the ventilating current. This re- 
sulted in allowing the gas, generated from the heated coal-dust and 
also the fire-damp the shots may have liberated, to accumulate. 

The shot-firers, returning a half hour later, evidently unaware or 
paying no attention to the damage which the former shots had done, 
fired the four shots in second west entry, and these also being over- 
charged, caused a large^flame to pass through the cross-cut into the 
back or first west entry, and it igniting the gas, liberated and accumu- 
lated as above stated, and feeding upon the fine coal-dust suspended 
in the air, combined with the other agents to cause the disaster. 

This fine coal-dust, claimed to be so fruitful in assisting explosions, 
is doubtless responsible for the same having been carried over 
«uch a large portion of the mine. The explosion developed in- 
t^reased power as it traversed the entries, as shown by the effect on 
the stoppings. Those near where it originated were not molested, while 
those between air-course and entry near the shaft were blown out, and 
the steam-pump, located in the air-course near the shaft-bottom, was 
blown into the sump and broken. The fact that the explosion con- 
tinued under and across the main shaft and on to the escapement 
ehaft, 700 feet beyond, doing great damage by blowing stairs out of 
same, is evidence that some additional force was added to the explo- 
sion, besides the small per cent of gas which may have been in the 
mine, and the 12 or 14 pounds of gun-powder which was in the four 
ehot-holes. 

If some other agent had not contributed to the explosion as it 
passed along the entry, it does seem to us that it would have lost 
force from its starting point instead of gaining power. Now the ques- 
tion arises : What was that other agent ? 

It certainly was not fire-damp, as there was no perceptible gas in 
the mine before or after the disaster, as substantiated by the evidence 
of all the witnesses, and powder could not have been the cause as, there 
was no loose powder in the mine at the time. After reviewing all the 
evidence concerning the explosion, together with a personal knowledge 
of the condition of the mine before and after it occurred, and governed 
by experience and observation here and elsewhere, and by the experi- 
ence of others in similar disasters, we do not hesitate to give it as our 
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judgment that coal-dust played a very important part in this explo- 
sion. Indeed, we are so impressed with the correctness of this theory^ 
th,at we would recommend all mine operators and managers to use^ 
every possible precaution to guard against the accumulation of fine dry 
coal-dust along the roadways, especially in mines generating fire-damp^ 
and where gun-powder is used. 

We would furthermore suggest that all shot-holes be drilled in 
such a manner as td take fair advantage of the mass of coal to be bio wik 
down, and under no circumstances should a shot be fired that in the 
opinion of the shot-firers is likely to prove a blown-out shot, l^or 
should more than one shot be fired in any working place less than 20 
feet wide, at any one time, and sufficient interval should be given 
between the firing of each shot to permit the dust raised and gases, 
that may be liberated by the same to be carried away by the ventilat- 
ing current. 

We submit herewith a letter from Mr. David Mackie, general super- 
intendent Keith & Perry Goal Company, a gentleman who has had large 
mining experience both in this country and in Europe : 

ScAMMON, Kansas, Jan. 22, 1892. 
C. C. Woodson, Inspector: 

Dear Sir— After a careful examination of the Keith & Perry mine, No. 7, at 
Rich Hill, and carefully considering all the testimony produced at the coroner's, 
inquest, also that taken by you and Prof. Wlnslow, I can find nothing in the con- 
dltions of the mine or testimony that would justify me to think the mine was not 
In good condition. The mine, as proven by all the testimony, was well ventilated at 
all times, and was on the 29th, when the explosion occurred, or at least when the 
shot-firers went on duty. ,The mine is comparatively new, and worked on the 
room-and-pillar plan, with double entries and good large air-wayslfree of gas, and» 
as stated by you ( on our examination previous to the explosion ), in good condition. 

On Dec. 29, while the shot-firers were lighting the shots, there was an explo- 
sion. The question is, what was the cause of it ? I believe it was caused by the 
shot-firers violating the company's rules and lighting up and firing off the shots in 
a careless and reckless way — evidently lighting up as many as eleven at one time^ 
having no regard for life or property. This has all been proven by the testimony 
produced, also that they had seen the fan reversed by the concussion of the shots. 

I will now give you my opinion of what I think caused the explosion (as proven 
by two witnessess ). The shot-firers had, on the night of the 29th, about 8 p. m.» 
what is known as a windy shot. This caused a fiame of fire to travel over a large 
portion of the north side of the mine, at the same time deranging the ventilation 
by breaking the ventilating doors, stoppings, etc., cutting off ventilation from the 
working faces of rooms. 

After shot-firers had been out of the mine about thirty minutes they returned, 
evidently paying no attention to the damage that had been done to the air- ways or 
air-currents, but started to fire off the other shots. Owing to the windy shot having 
caused a disturbance in the mine, at the same time having ( while the fiame was 
passing over that part of the mine ) burned up some fine coal-dust that was in the 
air, there was left in the mine carbonic oxide gas. This gas is produced from the 
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t>la8ting of powder, burning of coal or wood ; is easily lighted and an explosive 
when mixed with two of gas to five of air. So, on the shot-firers' return, when 
they started to fire, the fiame from the shots first fired came in contact with the 
-carbonic oxide gas, which caused the explosion. The expansion of said explosion 
•disturbed and raised more fine coal-dust, which would increase the fiame; all of 
this was caused .by the excesive use of powder handled in a reckless way. 

I believe that such an explosion can be made where excessive blasting is done. 
I will here give you what confirms me in believing this. While opening up a new 
mine, having main entries in about 120 feet from bottom of shaft, 12-feet wide, air- 
way 6-feet wide, each 4-feet high (this was before having the brushing done), we 
had two shots drilled in the solid about 4 feet, with 2} to 3 lbs. of powder in each 
iiole ; fired them off with a battery from surface, no one being in thfi mine ; we had 
a light explosion that burst the plank we had as an up-cast on the air-chamber at 
the surface. We then fired one shot, the same as the aforesaid, and there was no 
-explosion, but as often as we fired two or more shots, with the battery, had bad 
results. I may state just here that we had ^ater aU over the fioor of the entry; 
there was no coal-dust, only what might be made from the coal when the shots 
went oft; so [ cannot see that coal-dust cut much of a figure in this case. 

Now what I want to get at is the safest and best way to run our mines, and 
I am satisfied before we can do that, we must have a law restricting the amount of 
powder to be used in the mine ; also that no hole shall be drilled or fired that in the 
Judgment of the fire-boss has not been properly liberated bj cutting or otherwise, 
80 as to give the powder a chance to lift out« the coal. If this was done, and not 
more than one shot to be fired ofi at one time, 1 do not think we would have any 
explosion. 

Keturning again to the dust question : I cannot think it cuts as much of a 
figure as claimed by some. For when the shot-firers had the first windy shot which 
caused them to come out of the mine, which they said was a bad one, yet it did not 
make the explosion, and as the greater part of the shots had been fired off at that 
time, it is reasonable to assume that the coal-dust in the mine would be stirred up 
and in a fit condition to burn (and I believe some of it did), yet there was no explo- 
sion such as followed after that. 

There must have been some conditions when they returned to the mine that 

^id not exist when the former shots were fired— coal-dust was in the mine before 

the first windy shot or shots were fired at that time, also after the explosion, so I 

•cannot see that I have any reasonable ground to say that coal-dust cut much, if any, 

figure in the explosion. 

While with you making an examination of the mine, you said that you would 
have an analysis made of the fine coal-di^st ; I wish you would have one also made 
of the powder; I think it is our duty to get all the information we can, and see if 
we cannot get at some safe way of having coal mined. I do think by using good 
powder and restricting the amount to be taken in the mine, also that not more than 
one shot be put off at one time, starting on the return of the air lighting the second 
shot, after the smoke was carried off, so that no second shot was fired until all smoke 
was out of that room—if this was done, I have all confidence in saying we would 
have no explosions. 

Since the law was passed in Kansas for shot-firers to be employed to do the 
firing, while it is one of the best laws ever passed, and one I tried to enforce for 
the safety of mining before it became a law. Still there is one feature in it that 
htiSto be closely watched, and that is the miners drilling their hole? too much on the 
«olid, as they know that they have not got said bad shots to fire. So to give the 
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shot-firers a chance to judge for themselves what shots are unsafe to light, the oniy^ 
way is fpr the needle hole to be clear, so they run in the needle they have and find 
the depth of said hole and angle, and fire with squibs. 

P. 8. I have read this to Mr. Stewart, our State Mine Inspector, and he said* 
it was also his views of what caused the explosion* 

Will be glad to hear flrom you, and have your opinion also^s we want to get 
as near the cause as we possibly can, so as to know what remedy to apply. 

Yours respectfully. 

D. Mackie. 

The evidence submitted before the coroner's jury and myself is 
as follows : — 

Pat Harding, pit-boss, being sworn, says as follows: 

1 am pit-boss ; they were shot-firers; it occurred about 9 o'clock on Tuesday 
evening, the 29th of December 1891. They were down at 6 p. m. to fire shots;, 
they are shot-firers. I told them not to fire more than two rooms at one time ; 
they did not fire more than two rooms that 1 know of. There are from one to three 
shots in a room ; if there are over three, their orders were to fire only one room. 
If there were over three shots in a room they were not allowe to fire them. Their 
orders were tbat every shot was to be examined before firing ; they were not to 
fire any shots that were not safe, deeper than the thickness of the coal or gripping 
shots ; no following shots allowed ;* if there were any, they were to be fired in 
succession. Three shots were the limit at any one time in one room. Robert 
Brown has been firing for the company two and one-half years and was an expert ;. 
they were hired for that special purppse, nothing else. They were instructed to** 
fire no shots where danger existed. We have had over a dozen quit because these 
men refused to fire shots, as they were dangerous. We had about 65 miners em- 
ployed at the time. These men were all practical men as far as possible. A man 
who is not a practical miner cannot mine this coal. Sometimes it took them ( tbe- 
shot-firers ) till 2 o'clock to fire the shots. The fao takes the smoke immediately. 
Sometimes they get out sooner than 2 o'clock. All I can say about the cause is a- 
windy shot. It was not from impure air. I do not have the mine inspected in the 
morning, as it is not necessary. I have never found any gas in the mine at all. 

I was in the mine on the 29th of December at 5 o'clock ; its condition waa 
good. There was no powder in the mine. It is against the rules to have powder 
in the mine. About 12} pounds was all the powder a man could take into the- 
mlae ; all that was left had to be taken back to the magazine under penalty of dis- 
charge. There has never been a man burned in this mine except at the times 
of explosion. The Keith & Perry Coal Company have always given all the instruc- 
tions necessary for the safety of the men, and furnished everything asked for. 
There is no law in Missouri about the amount of powder allowed in a mine. We- 
had to discharge men for not complying with this law. [Evidently intended to- 
say for not complying with company's rules.] 

Pat Hbading. 

'Following shots are those preceded Iby a shot intended to open ap or break away sufficient- 
coal to permit the shot following thereafter to do good execution. What is probably intended by^ 
''no following shots allowed'' is that the two shots Above mentioned shall not be fired slmnltane— 
bnsly. 
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G. R. Sweeney, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I am superintendent of the Keith & Perry Coal Co. Have charge of Mine 
No. 7. The names of the parties 1i:illed were Robert Brown and Lincoln White. 
Their duties were to fire the shots loaded by the miners, nothing else. They got 
pay for full time. They were supposed to be on duty the full length of a shift, if 
necessary. G. R. Swebnry. 

G. R. Sweeney, being re-called, says: 

I do not know what caused this explosion. Every precaution has be^en taken 
to prevent an explosion . The mine is well ventilated, our air-shaft is large enough ; 
we are required to furnish 100 cubic feet to the man, and we have furnished four 
times that amount. The fan is a 10-foot fan. The upcast is 7 feet by 4 feet 3 inches 
In the clear. The blades of the fan 4 by 3 feet. The capacity of the fan when 
speed is full, is 40,000 cubic feet per minute. The order of the fire bosses was not 
to fire more than three shots at any one time, and to fire no unsafe shots. I do not 
think the accident would have occurred had my instructions been faithfully carried 
out. My instructions were that the roadways were to be sprinkled and kept wet. 
We paid men to sprinkle the roads on Sunday. The north side of the mine is wet. 

G. R. SWBBNBY. 

John Dobner, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I am a miner for the Keith & Perry Coal Co. Have been for three months. I 
have been around the mines for twenty years. I was working in the northwest. 
The mine was well ventilated; my place was too well ventilated. I was working 
in the mine the day of the explosion. I do not use more than 6^ foot hole, 3} grip 
and about two or three pounds of powder to the hole. I take my powder down at 
noon. I take down a l^ pound can, and we use about all of it. The mine was 
sprinkled and the entries were all wet. The rooms were usually wet. I had some- 
times to leave my shots on account of water. 1 never saw any gas in the mine. I 
have tried to light gas but could not. 

^ tfOHN DOBiiBR. 

George Ellis, being duly sworn, said: 

I am a miner. 1 have been working for the Keith & Perry Coal Co. since the 
shaft started. I was in the mine on the 29th day of December at 5 o'clock ; 1 can 
not say what caused the explosion. I heard the shots going off at the time of the 
explosion; there were two shots in quick succession and one shot afterward. I 
thought Brown a good, competent man for that place. Bob drank some, but if he 
was under the influence of liquor he would have been prQhibited from going in . 
The mine was in splendid condition. 1 know of men whose shots were not fired 
and* who quit. I have known men discharged for putting in excessive shots. The 
roadways were all sprinkled on Sunday two days before the explosion. I take 12J 
pounds of powder into the mine. What I do not use I take back into the maga- 
zine. No fire gas in the mine. I am a practical miner. Have mined coal for 

twenty years. his 

Geobgb X Ellis. 
mark. 
William Breen, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I am a practical miner; have mined coal fqr thirty years. I work in the 
north. I was in the mine about eight days before the explosion. My place was 
in good condition;*; the ventilation was as good as 1 have seen in this country- 
better, I think. The roadways were kept sprinkled ; they were kept wet. There 
was no fire-damp. I worked there every night with an open light. Never saw 
a safety lamp in the mine until the explosion. I use usually 12} pounds of pow- 
der, sometimes not so much. 1 fired twice a day. (Probably working in entry 
where shots are more frequently fired.) Rooms only fire once a day. 
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George Smith, being sworn, says: 

I am a miner. Have mined for ten years. . I work on the south. 1 was work- 
ing in an entry. My entry was kept well ventilated. I came out at 5 o'clock on 
the evening of the explosion. I think it impossible for an explosion to occur with 
that veatllation. The explosion caused the fire. I was here but did not hear the 
shots, r take 12} pounds powder in the mine. Sometimes do not use it all. I 
have from two to three shots ready ; had loaded only two that evening. We were 
not allowed to fire any following shots. We had to put in a cutting for all narrow 
.work. The roads were wet. When I went to work Tuesday 1 walked through 
water. 

Brown was found 20 feet north of first west entry lying on face, head toward 
the north. From h{% position, I judged he had laid down . I think his hands were 
burned a little. Don't think burns caused his death. I think he died from the 
shock of the explosion. The mine was clear of fire-damp. L. White was lying 20 
or 25 feet further north than Brown, in the same entry. He was lying on his face 
with his head toward the south, his hands under his face. Don't think he was 
burned enough to cause death. That was Jbheir hiding place when they were firing 

the shots in the 1st west entry on the north. 

Gborgb Smith. 

W. H. Van Deuson, being duly sworn, testified as follows: 

I am night fireman ; have charge of the fan and machinery at night ; I had 

charge on the evening of Dec. 29. The fan was running at the same rate of speed 

as usual, very fast, on the night of the explosion. They came out from 10 to 2 

o'clock. When there was not much to do, they came out early. I do not know the 

speed of the fan. They went down about 6:30 p. m . They came out at 8. They 

had fired a windy shot and came out for smoke to get out. They said that was a 

bad shot, it was in the north. They staid out from 15 to 25 minutes. Explosion 

occurred within 15 or 20 minutes after they returned. All the warning I had was 

when I heard the noise, which jarred the engine-house. It sounded like distant 

thunder. W. H. Van Dbuson. 

Frank Sample, being dlily sworn, testified as follows: 

I am a driver. I watered the roads the Sunday before the explosion. Ben 
Powell was with me. We sprinkled all the north entries and all the south, except 
the air-shaft entries. They were thoroughly wet. We have two plugs in water- 
box. Frank Sample. 

The following is in sabstance the statement made under oath before 
Mine Inspector, by W. H, Van Dasin, who was night-fireman at the 
time of the explosion : 

"The shot-firers went down about 6:30 o'clock p.m. and the next thing I 
heard from them was about 8 o'clock, when they rang the bell and notified me that 
they were going north. 

The shot-firers always noti^ me when they are going from one side of the 
mine to the other, so if any accident should occur they could be found. 

About 8:15 or 8:30 o'clock they came to the bottom again and wanted to be 
hoisted out. I hoisted them out and they said, "we had a bad windy shot which 
nearly caught us." After waiting ten or fifteen minutes they went down, but did 
not exhibit any fear. The "explosion was the next thing I heard after they went 
down. I do not remember of hearing any shots before that. 

It was from ten to twenty-five minutes after they went down before the explo- 
sion occurred. 
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Jake Moody's (day-fireman ) testimony In substance is as follows : 

I came to the mine about 8 o'clock. Van Dusln, Robert Brown and Lincoln 
White were in the engine-room; the latter were preparing torches. I asked the 
«hot-firer8 what they were doing and Bob said, ^*had a windy and came near being 
t)lown out." I asked where it was, and he said the first shots fired on the north. 
The shot-firers did not say whose room it was in, nor did they seem especially 
frightened, but Bob said : " Buddy, I hope to God it wont catch us in there again." 
Mr. Moody says he went home a few minutes after shot-firers went down, and 
that he lived about one-eighth of a mile from the shaft ; he heard two shots fired 
first thing after shot-firers went down, in quick succession, but could not tell direc- 
tion ; the next thing he heard was the explosion ; was in house at the time. 

He further avers that since date of first explosion he has been about the shaft 
^ at nights, and remembers counting as many as eleven shots, within one-half min- 
utes time between first and last shots. 

The substance of G. R. Sweeney's evidence, taken before me, is as 
follows : 

I am superintendent of the Keith & Perry Coal Co. mines at Rich Hill, Mo. 
My instructions to miners are, that no shots be fired while hien are ii^ mine. We 
•employ shot-firers to fire shots at night ; they commence to fire any time after all 
the men are out of the mine ; their instructions were to fire no shots that they 
thought not safe, and to examine every one before firing, and to fire only one room 
or heading at a time, and not more than three shots in such headings, and not to 
fire following shots together, and only two such in any case— these to be fired suc- 
oesslvely and if first does not have the proper effect the second shot is not to be 
fired (emphasized this by frequent interviews), and miners were instructed that 
^ip of a hole shall not exceed the thickness of the coal, and firers are instructed 
to watch this ; also no miner is allowed to take inside more than 12} pounds of 
powder, which Is the limit of the capacity of a can. 

The Lafiin & Rand F. F. powder is used by the miners. 

Other evidence was taken, but we do not deem it necessary to 
publish it as most of it is simply a repetition of that included herewith. 
The verdict of coroner's jury is as follows: 

We, the jury, find from the evidence that Robert^Brown and Lincoln White, 
^hose dead .bodies were found In mine No. 7, owned by Keith & Perry Coal Co. 
came to their death by an accident, caused by an explosion occurring while on 
duty firing shots on December 29. We exonerate the company from all blame. 

B. F. McFarland, 

M. B. WiLLSBY, 
A. J. BOWYBR, 

Ed. Minnis, 
N. B. Gray. 
J, H. Moody (foreman). 

The following reference to accidents occurring in coal mines during 
the past year is confined to those of a serious nature only. 

BITES COUNTY. 

John Chapman, a miner working at shaft J^o. 13, Eich Hill Coal 
Mining Co., was killed by a fall of roof. The deceased was 38 years of 
age— married, and the father of 6 children. Digitized by vji^i^vic 
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The following is a copy of the verdict of the coroner's jury : 

State of MlsBourl, !«« 
County of Bates* / *"* 

We, the jury. ha\;ing been duly sworn and afSrmed by L. O'Rear, poroner of 

Bates county, Missouri, diligently to inquire and true presentment make, in what 

manner and by whom John Chapman, whose dead body was found at mining shaft 

No. 13, of the Rich Hill Coal and Mining Co., on the 5th day of August, 1891, came 

to his death, after haying heard the evidence, and upon full inquiry concerning 

the facts, and a careful examination of said body, do find that the deceased came 

to his death from stone falling on him accidentally. 

(Signed) John Hines, 

Morris White, 

^ Morris Clifford,. 

Gordon Davis, 

J. C. Stockton, 

John Jobson. 

From the evidence before the coroner^s jury and a personal exam- 
ination, we find that the deceased was working at the face of his room^ 
located on the back main entry on west side of shaft. The room had 
been driven in about 75 feet from entry and was well timbered ; props, 
within six feet of face. It appears that the accident occurred while 
the deceased was loading his car, the roof falling upon and crushing 
him. The cause of the fall was a slip at a point in the roof where the 
shale was running out and the white top making its appearance. We 
are of the impression that the accident was unforeseen and unavoidable. 

Lee Thompson, a laborer, was instantly killed at Sullivan & 
Otianey's strip-pit. Messrs. Rogers and Tipton, who witnessed the ac- 
cident, state that the deceased was loading his wagon when the slide 
of earth caught and crushed him against the wagon. 

Ralph Hall, a young man 16 years of age, employed as a mule 
driver, was run over by a car and killed in a mine of the J. M. Wise 
Goal Co. 

The following is the coroner^s verdict: 

I, L O'Rear, coroner of Bates county, Missouri, after viewing the dead body 
of Ralph Hall, which was found in the coal pit of the J. M. Wise Coal Co., in Osage 
township, and after investigating all the witnesses necessary and taking: their evi- 
dence down in writing, and after a post mortem examination, I declare that thfr 
said Ralph Hall came to his death by some Internal injury caused by being thrown 
or falling under one of the mining cars by a sudden jerk or start of the mule which 
was hitched to the car, which weij^hed about from two to three thousand pounds, 
and the deceased probably being made sick or dizzy by inhaling the powder smoke 
which had not cleared away sufficient before he entered the pit. 

(Signed), L. O'Rear, Coroner. 

November 24. 1891. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



pTATE MINE INSPECTOR. 165 

It appears from the evidence before the coroner that the deceased^ 
on the day of the accident, was driving a mule, and had made several 
trips back and forth through the mine daring the afternoon, and com- 
ing in contact with an unusual amount of powder smoke, it made him 
sick. Whether this had anything to do with the accident or not we 
are unable to state ; nor could we find any one who did knoMjr how the 
accident occurred. All tbat is known positively is thai the boy was 
found .under the car, about 3:30 p. m., dead. 

We examined the place where the accident happened, and found 
the road was in good condition — roof smooth, and nothing that would 
indicate that he had been thrown from the car. It is our opinion that 
for some reason, not entirely plain, the deceased fell from the front end 
of car, forward, and was caught and crushed by the cars following. 

Mention is made of the accident at mine Ifo. 15, of the Rich Hill 
Goal Mining Co., in which Samuel Pritchard and Thomas Davidson 
were burn.ed. The object in calling attention to this accident is not 
because of its serious nature, but that we may cite, an instance where 
an accident might have been avoided had our recommendation in the- 
matter of allowing an interval between the firing of shots been observed. 
Pritchard and Davidson were employed as shot-firers ; the room in 
which the shots were fired was about 13 yards from entry, and the 
shot-firers standing, when burned, about 130 feet from the shot-holes^ 
Two shots were fired simultaneously, the flame, being carried this dis- 
tance and burning the two men as a result. 

CALDWELL COUNTY. y 

James B. Tyndall, a miner, working at the Caldwell County Coal 
Co.'s mine, was caught by a cage and instantly killed. 
The following is the verdict of the coroner^s jury: 

After viewing the body and hearing the evidence, do find that the deceased^. 
James B. Tyndall, came to his death by being caught between the cage and tim- 
bers or curbing of the shaft of the Caldwell County Coal Mine, on the 3d day of 
December, 1891, and having his neck broken and causing instant death. We attach 
no blame to the Caldwell County Coal Co. or its management. 

(Signed) A. M. Brown, 

W. T. FiLSON, 

E. R. Whiie, 
E. E. Van Slykk, 
W. O. Dodge, 
E. W. Gilpin. 



Verdict approved. (Signed) 



W. J. Wyatt, J. P. 

Acting coroner. 
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From what we farther learn concerning this accident, it appears 
that the deceased, with others, after finishing the day's work, had come 
to the surface, and was heard to remark when in the blacksmith shop 
that he had left his dinner bucket. Eeturning, as is supposed, to the 
shaft, he stooped over to request someone in the bottom to bring up 
his dinner bucket, when the descending cage caught him. A snow- 
storm was raging at the time, and all the men seem to have sought 
shelter, and for this reason, likely, the accident was not witnessed -by 
anyone. The deceased was 42 ye^rs of age, married, and the father of 
^Ye children. Fortunately for his family, he carried an insurance of 
^2000. 

GRUNDY COUNTY. 

James Eobinson, a miner, was killed at the Grundy County Coal 
Company's mine, his neck being broken by the cage. 

The deceased, at the time of the accident, was engaged in timber- 
ing at the bottom of the shaft. The cage was on the bottom, when, 
needing something on the opposite side, the deceased started to cross 
over the cage and was warned that it was rung off. He stepped on 
cage, doubtless thinking he could jump, if necessary, but was caught 
before he could clear the same. 

Coroner deemed inquest unnecessary. 

HENRY COUNTY, 

Isaac Sarles, a miner working at the Tebo Coal Company's mine, 
was killed by a fall of coal. ^ 

Ko inquest was held. 

From the most reliable information obtained, it appears that the 
deceased was, at the time of the accident, engaged in undermining his 
coal, ^nd neglecting to sprag as he should have done, the coal fell on 
him. 

LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 

George Oppie, a miner, was killed by a fall of rock in his working 
place at the Waverly Coal and Mining Co.'s mine. We learn that at the 
time of the accident the deceased was driving an entry, and under- 
stand that the mining boss had suggested the necessity of additional 
timbering, but by request of deceased the timbering was to be delayed 
until the following day, he claiming that timbers would be in his way. 

Mr. Krass, who was caught by the same fall as deceased, though 
not injured much, informed me that at signal given he fired tw;o shots 
in a back entry and went to the deceased to assist him fire two shots 
in his entry; that they lighted the two shots and started to run; just 
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then the fall of roof occurred, the deceased being in advance. Mr. 
KrasB, not being seriously hurt, states that he returned to the shot- 
holes and pulled out the squibs. The fall was some eight feet from 
the face, and caused by a slip in the roof. 'No inquest was held. 

Alfred Sandquest, employed as a miner at the Lexington Goal Min- 
ing Oo.'s mine, was fatally injured by a fall of coal. Several hours 
after the accident occurred Mr. Sandquest stated that he alone waa 
responsible. We learned that Mr. S. had undermined his coal aud failed 
to sprag it, and at the time of the fall was leaning against the coaL 
Death resulted from his injuries on the following morning. 

MACON COUNTY. 

The number of serious accidents occurring in the mines of this 
county in the past year or two exceeds those of any previous experi- 
ence. The great number of accidents due to falling roof has occa- 
sioned us much thought on the subject. While it is evident that very 
many of the accidents could have been prevented by proper precau- 
tion on the part of the miners, yet in our opinion the great first cause 
to which this character of accidents is attributable is the largely 
increased, and we think, excessive use of powder employed of late as 
compared with previous years. The explosions of poVder in many 
instances blow the timbers out, cut and loosen the roof and hasten 
its fall. Some few years since nearly all the coal in this county was 
mined without the aid of powder, and accidents occasioned by falls of 
roof were of rare occurrence ; but, since the employment of so much 
powder in mining the coal has come into use, accidents are increasing 
to an alarming extent. Another source of danger in this field sftises 
from the use of mining machines. Although not many are in use^ 
several serious accidents have occurred to parties using them by falls 
of roof and coal in the past few yeard. The accidents which may be 
attributed indirectly to machines are those where the noise of the ma- 
chine prevents its operator and his assistant from hearing the warning 
sometimes given when a fall of coal or slate is about to occur. The 
assistant or shoveler, in the discharge of his duty, is required to work 
so near the face of the coal that when s^ fall occurs it is almost impos- 
sible for him to escape it. There is also found in this district what is 
known as a "bell rock," of a boulder-like formation, and when the coal 
is reAioved it is then and there ready for a fall. Great care should be 
exercised where such material exists. 

( Ko. 11 ) — Kick Pussa, employed as a miner at Mine Ko. 42, Kan- 
sas and Texas Goal Go., was killed by a fall of slate in his working 
place. 
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The following is a copy of the verdict of the coroner's jury : 

We, the jury, have decided that Nick Passa came to his death hy falling of a 
rock from the roof of Mine No. 42. 

(Signed) Thomas L. Miles, foreman. 

John A. Dall, coroner. 

From the evidence before the coroner's jury, it seems that the 
deceased neglected to prop his work sufficiently, although timber had 
been furnished him for that purpose. 

James Hines, a miner, was killed by a fall of roof at the Kansas 
and Texas Coal Go.'s mine at Ardmore. 

The following is a copy of the verdict of the coroner's jury : 

We, the jary, find from the evidence that James Hinescame to his death from 
a fall of rock, by his own negligence. 

( Signed) John A . Dall , coroner . 

Jambs M. Ferguson, 

F. W. DOOLEY, , 

John P. Temple, 
I. H. Stamper, 
D. A. Collins, 
Thos. Brl&rlt, 

Jury. 

From the evidence given before the coroner, it is quite clear that 
the deceased had been warned by several parties of his danger in 
working under the loose rock. At the time, the deceased was remov- 
ing a pillar of coal, and had fired a shot, and was removing loose coal 
when the rock fell. 

John J. Evans a miner, employed at the mine of the Black Diamond 
Coal Oo., was killed by a fall of roof in his working place. 

The following is a copy of the verdict of the coroner's jury : 

We, the jury, find from the evidence that the said John J. Evans came to his 

death by the fall of a rock through an accident, which was supposed to be safe by 

both parties. 

[(Signed) John A. Dall, coroner, 

Thos. Wardbll, foreman, 

W. C. Chitwood, 

I. E. Frame, 

Benj. Hughes, 

John Thomas, 

Jacob Buck. 

From the testimony of witnesses before the coroner, and especially 
that of John M. Evans, who was working with the deceased at the time 
of the accident, we find that both were aware of the bad condition 
of the roof, and in confirmation of this, Mr. John M. Evans states that 
other miners were called in and the situation discussed. All seemed to 
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bave agreed that additional propping was necessary. Only one addi- 
tional prop was put in, according to the testimony. 

W. T. Wallace, a miner working at J. Gt. Brock's contract mine, 
owned by the Kansas & Texas Coal Co., was killed by a fall of rock. 
The following is the verdict of the coroner's jury: 

We, the jury, find from the evidence In the case of inquest held on the body of 
W. T. Wallace, who was killed at J. G. Brock's coal-pit, operated by the Kansas 
<& Texas Coal Co., in Narrows township, in Macon county, and State of Missouri, 
«ame to his death by the fall of rock. 

(Signed) " W. R. Brown, 

Wm. Crockren, 
A. J. Summers, 

^ ' W. P. ASHLOCK, 

W. R. Hbrrinoton, 
I. &, Sbvibr» 

From the evidence before t\L& coroner's jury, we notice that W. R. 
Wallace, a son of the deceased, who was working with his father, testi- 
tied that the room was not regarded as a safe one. He also testified 
that his father was making a cutting at the time of the accident, and* 
that plenty of props were on hand. 

From all that we can gather from the evidence, it looks like the 
deceased was working at the face, with possibly not enough room to do 
his work conveniently and use additional props, and that the fall was 
due to a slip in the roof, close up to the face of the coal. 

George Shoemaker, a miner, killed by a fall of slate at mine 'So. 43, 
Kansas & Texas Coal Co. 

The following is a copy of the verdict of the coroner's jury: 

We, the jury, in the case of the Inquest held on the body of George W. Shoe- 
makei in Bevier, in Bevier township, Macon county, Missouri, on tlie 24th day of 
February, 1892, find that the deceased came to his death by a fall of slate while 
loading a car in his room at Kansas & Texas Coal Co.^s mine No. 43, said room be- 
ing room No. 2, on third west entry on north side of shaft, 

(Signed) D. J. Hughes, foreman. 
John J. Brommbr, 
G. W. Bull, 
D. P. Burris, 
Wm. Weeks. 

We farther find from the evidence before the coroner's jury that 
the , deceased was loading a box of coal when a piece of slate fell 
and caught his head on the edge of the box, killing him instantly. It 
is claimed that the room was well propped and plenty of timber on hand. 

John Eobinson, a miner working at Mine No. 4, Loomis & Snively 
Ooal Company, was killed by a fall of rock. 
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The following is a copy of the coroner's verdict : 

We, the jury, find that John L. Robinson came to hi& death by his own neglect 
in Mine No. 4. 

[Signed] W. C. Chitwood, Foreman, 

Jno. T. Mitchell, 
D. It. Jambs, 
B. C. Dknnky, 

S. J. HORRISTKR, 
J. D. JOEMBER. 

From the evidence before the coroner's jury, it is evident that 
there were not enough props in position under the dangerous portion 
of the roof, though a sufficient number of props were at hand that 
could have been used. The father of the deceased and the deceased 
were working together, and both were covered by the fall of rock ; the- 
father was also injured by the fall. 

John Miller, a laborer, was killed ,by a fall of coal in Mine 4 ope- 
rated by Loomis & Snively. 

The following is a copy of the verdict of the coroner's jury : 

We, the undersigned jurors, summoned in the case of John Miller, killed in 
mine No. 4,owned and operated by Loomis Coal Co,, by falling coal, do find by the- 
testimony that the deceased came to his death through no fault of any one, being 
purely accidental no one to blame. 

(Signed) W. M. Hardesty, 

J. W. Whitakbr, 

L. G. GiLSTRAP, 

J. N. Denney, 

J. W. SCHANK, 
H. ECELES. 

It appears from the evidence before the jury that the deceased 
was shoveling coal at the time of the accident, being associated with 
E. L. Sids, who was using a mining machine. Mr. Sids states that the 
deceased, in attempting to evade the fall of coal, ran against a prop 
which probably prevented his escape. 

M. F. Garrett, a miner working at mine !N"o. 26, Kansas & Texas 
Coal Co., was caught by a fall of rock at the face of his room on the 
28th of Sept. 1891, and died from the effects of his injuries in Decem- 
ber 1891. 

RANDOLPH COUNTY. 

Brown Seed, a colored man, and a miner working at Mine N"o. 1}, 
owned and operated by John Breckenridge, was seriously injured Dec. 
15, 1891, by a fall of rock in his working place. He died Jan. 6, 1892, 
after the amputation of one of his legs. It is claimed that the deceased 
was warned of his danger but a few minutes before the accident- 
occurred. 
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VERNON COUNTY. 

W. R. Metz, shot-firer at Mine No. 7, Keith & Perry Coal Co., was 
killed by an explosion Oct. 7, 1891. 

Eobt. Brown, shot-firer at Mine Ko. 7, Keith & Perry Coal Co., 
was killed by an explosion Dec. 29, 1891. 

Lincoln White, shot-firer at Mine Ko. 7, Keith & Perry Ooal Co., 
was killed by an explosion Dec. 29, 1891. Details concerning all three 
of the fatal accidents in this county may be seen by some reference to 
the following report on explosions. 

After the numerous investigations which we have made of the 
character and cause of these accidents, and a careful study of the 
49ame, we have arrived at the conclusion that a large percentage of 
them occur just after a shot has been fired and the return of the miner 
to his room. The anxiety of the miner, as a rule, to take advantage of 
a* good fall of coal to load his cars ( and as many of them ) as soon as 
possible, often causes him to overlook the possibility of his roof 
having been made dangerous by the last shot, or that a prop or two 
lias been knocked out. Then there is a tendency, though observation 
may have discerned a dangerous place, to postpone the needed prop- 
ping uniil his room or place is cleared up. In no instance can we find 
s, more suitable place or condition for the application of the old 
proverb : "An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure." 
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LIST OF COAL-MINE OPEEATOES. 
ADAIB OOTTNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 


Postoffice. 


Mine located near 


Ford« A 


Stahl 


Stahl 


Harriott Bros 


( k 


fc i 


Liedford. Jacob 


i i 


t ( 


♦Pennsylvania CJoal Co 

Sanks, Robt. B 


Kirksvilie 


Danforthan(' Stahl.. 
Kirksvilie 


Soott, D. C 


Greencastle(8ul'van Co) 


i i 


Stanley. S H 


Greencast-c 


• 





AUDBAIN COUNTY. 



* Audrain Mfg. & Coal Mining Co. 

Detiennee, Omer 

Eastham, C. P 

Howarth, John 

Lynch, Owen : 

Martinsburg Coal Co 

Montague, James D 

Bobbins & Mathews 

Sherman & Bethel 

*Vandalia Coal Co 

Wiley, Frank 



Vandalia 

Mount Carmel 

Laddonia 

Mount Carmel. 

Laddonia 

Martinsburg.. . 

Laddonia 

Worcester .... 

Farber 

Vandalia 

Centralia 



Vandalia 

Mount Carmel.. 

Laddonia 

•j-Mount Carmel. 

Laddonia 

t Martinsburg... 

Laddonia 

Worcester 

Farber 

Vandalia 

Centralia 



*Employing more than 10 men. tNew mine . 
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BARTON COUNTY. 



N^ame of operator or company. 


Postoffice. 


Mine located near 


Bacon. W. S 


Boston 


Lamar 


Betz. John. 


Liberal 


Liberal 


Blacker, 0. C 


Esrom 


Esrom.. 


Boulware & Co 


Liberal 


Liberal 


Oamobell, John .^. 


lantha 


lantha ..... 


■Clark, Wilson 


Lamar 


Lamar 


Clark & Berker 


ik 


« ( / 


Clark, W. C 


k k 


( ( 


Cole, M 


k 6 

Nashville. .'.'.'.*.*. . V/.V.. 


4( 


Ferguson, John C * 

-Qilmore. James W 


Nashville 


Verdella 


Verdella 


"Glaze & Getz 


Lamar 


Lamar 


Hatfield, H . C 


Liberal 

Lamar.. , 


Liberal 


Hays, Basil D ." 


Lamar 


•Jones, Wm 


Verdella 


Verdella 


Kimball, Dan'i 


Lamar 

Pedro 


Lamar • . , 


KinfiT, J. M., & Bicknell 


Pedro 


*Lanyon, S. H. & Bro .... 


Pittsburar, Kas 


Minden 


Jjaws, J. E 


Boston 


Boston 


^Liberal Coal Co 


Liberal 


Liberal 


Lucas, M . H 


Pedro 


Pedro 


Moran, M 


Boston 


Boston 


Perkins, John 


Liberal 


Liberal 


Kyan, G. C 


Milford 


Milford 


Spear, D. M 


Lamar •..., 


Lamar 


Spring, Mattie B 


( ( 


4 ( 


Stukey, E. M 


Boston 

Lamar 


Boston 


Bturdevant, J. C 


Lamar 


Sumpter Mine 


Liberal 


Liberal 


-*The Wear Coal Co 

Waite, C. G 


Minden Mine 

Pittsbure, Kas 


Minden Mines 


-* Whitsell, H.J 


Liberal 


Liberal . . . 









•Employing more than 10 men. 
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BATES COUNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 



PoBtoffice. 



Mine located near 



Baldwin, L 

* Bates County Co-operative. . . 
*Blue Lick Coal and Mining Co 

Bright, J 

*Bruce, Wallace^ , 

Caton, H. F 

Cooper, Benjamin 

*Deerins:. Robert 

Pord, John A 

Harris Bros y 

fllghley, J. B 

Hines Bros 

♦Hocker Bros 

Hopkins, S. W 

Hunt Bros. (Reese pits) 

♦Johnson, W R 

*Kincaid&Co 

March, John J 

Mascot Coal and Mining Co 

Miller, Dennis 

♦Morgan, J. C 

Morgan, Samuel 

Newberry, John B 

Pearson, Peter 

*Peeler,D. D 

Raney, F. A * 

*Rich Hill Coal and Mining Co 

* " P.M.Martin 

* » * Sim. Jav 

* " T.Graham 

* «• WlseBros 

♦Russell & McBride 

*Seawell, J. M 

Sklllman, A 

Spencer, O 

Springer & Enterman 

Springer & Gardner 

Standish,S. L 

Sullivan, W. M 

♦Thompson Coal Fuel Co 

Thurman, E. H 

Vance. J . A. & McNalley 

Vaughn,N. R 

♦Western Coal & Mining Co. . . 

Wilbor, W. W.&Co 

♦Wise, J.M 

Woodson & Woodson , 



Worland 

Amoret , 

C k 

Worland 

Rich Hill 

Worland 

Amoret 

Hume 

Rockville 

Worland 

Appleton City 

Rich Hill 

Amoret 

Rich Hill 

Worland ..... 

Hume 

Worland 

Reavley 

Amoret 

Foster , 

Worland .... 

Hume 

Spruce 

Rich Hill 

Rockville 

Worland 

Rich Hill 

(( 
« ( 

4( 

Amoret 

Kansas City . . 

Foster 

Rich Hill 

Worland 

Hume 

Rich Hill 

Kansas City.. 

Hume , 

Amoret 

Worland 

Foster 

Amoret 

Rich Hill 



Worland. 
Amoret.. 



Worland 

Shobe 

Worland. 

Amoret 

Hume . 

Kockville 

Worland 

Appleton City , 

Rich Hill 

Amoret 

Rich Hill 

Worland 

Hume 

Worland 

Reavley 

Amoret 

Foster 

Worland 

Hume 

Spruce 

Rich Hill 

Rockville 

Worland 

Rich Hill 



Amoret . . . 
Rich Hill. 

Foster 

Rich Hill. 
Worland.. 



Hume. ... 
Rich HUl. 
Amoret... 

Hume 

Amoret . . . 
Worland.. 



Amoret... 
Rich Hill. 



«EmplojiDg more than 10 men. fNew ehaft. 
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BOONE COUNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 


Postoffice. 


Mine located near 


*Benefleld, B, S 


Columbia 

Centralia 

Columbia 


Columbia 


Centralia Coal Co 

♦Columbia Coal & M. Co 


Centralia 

Columbia . 


Davis, Isaac 

Galther, James W 

*Goodimr, W. A. & Co 


Krown's Station 

Columbia 


Brown's Station 

Columbia 


GossetL John F 


Switzler Station 

Columbia 


Switzler Station 


Jones. Walter 


Columbia 


Petro. M. G 


k fc 


i 4 


Oldbam, H 


Centralia 


Centralia 


Stidham. W . A 


Harrisburg 


Harrisburg 

Perche 


Stone. J. W 


Perche 


*Wald, Andrews &Co 


Sturgeon- 


Sturgeon 

Brown's Station 


Wlnterholter, John 


Brown's Station 







CALDWELL COUNTY. 



♦Caldwell Coal Co .. 
*Cowglll Mining Co 
♦Hamilton Coal Co.. 
♦Kingston Coal Co . . 



Hamilton 
Cowgill . . 
Hamilton 
Kingston 



Hamilton. 
Cowgill... 
Hamilton . 
Kingston . 



CALLAWAY COUNTY. 



Castle, Wm 

Crlswell.A. W 

♦Fulton Fire-brick and Mining Co 

Guy, W. M..... 

Harris, John 

♦Harris Bros 

Henderson, I. 8 

Marsenkoff, John 

Smith, James 

Tharp & James 



Fulton 

Guthrie 

Fulton , 

Stephens' Store 
Fulton 

McCredie 

Fulton 



Fulton 

Guthrie 

Fulton 

Stephens' Store. 
Fulton 

McCredie 

Fulton 



CARROLL COUNTY. 



Brooks; Henry 

Christmas, Leander. 

Farr, Ralph 

Jenkins, David 

Wallace, Thomas J. 



Carrollton 

Little Compton 
Carrollton 



Carrollton 

Little Compton , 
Carrollton 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



OEDAR COUNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 




Nine located near 



Ashenfelter, F. G 

Cole, John 8 

Daniels, Lee , 

Davis, A. B 

Duncan, J. C 

Long, D. J 

Packard. Wm 

Poage, G. M 



Jerico . 



* Employing more Irhan 10 men. 



CHARITON COUNTY. 



Bruce, W. B 

Cowser, John D , 
Fa ller, Joseph .. 
HoUoway, Z T. 
Huenten, John.. 

Isle, J. A 

Isle, J. Wesley.. 
Einzle, Thomas . 
Muckey,Geo. W. 
Prather, M. B.., 
Riddle, E. E .... 
Subletts, T. C .. 
Sweat man, A. G 
Williams, 0. M,. 



Brunswick 

Mike 

Indian Grove 

Rothville 

Gathridge Mills.... 

Brunswick 

Indian Grove 

Muscle Fork , 

Newcomer " 

Salisbury « 

Trlplett 

Mendon 

Salisbury 

Marceline (Linn Go.) 



Brunswick 

Mike 

Indian Grove 

Rothville 

Gathridge Mills 

Brunswick 

Indian Grove 

Muscle Fork 

Newcomer 

Salisbury 

Triplett 

Mendon 

Salisbury 

Marceline (Linn Co.). 



COLE COUNTY. 



Caspari, F 

Elston Coal Mining Co 
Leach, Geo. H , <fc Co 




fElston . 



COOPER COUNTY. 



Hazell, Chas. W 

Jenkins, H. W 

^Missouri Valley Coal and Mining Co 

Palmberg, A 

Smith, J icsley 



Boonville 

( 4 

Bunceton 
Boonville 



Boonville 

Bunceton . 
Boonville 



♦Employing more than 10 men. tNew mine . 
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DADE COUNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 


, Postoffice. 


Mine located near 


Glavton. W R 


Sylvanla 


Sylvania 


L.eon&rd. Andrew 




*McCluev. Robt 






McQ-arvGv'a Mine 






Kamsey & Evans 

Sharn. R M 




Cedarvllle 




Shoemaker. J. K 


Cedarville.. 


*Zook, Ell 


Sylvania 


Sylvania 







(JEUNDY COUNTY. 



*Grundy County Coal Co 




Trenton < 



HENRY COUNTY. 



♦Baldwin & Fonda 

-"^Beaman &Harbit 

Boyles, Geo 

Carpenter, Henry 

♦Co-operative Coal Co 

♦Dunham, R . G 

♦Dunlap Coal Co 

England, Wm... 

Evans, C. W 

Gerhart, Theo . . 

Gibbs, Henry 

♦Hayward & Eaton 

*Hobb8,H. B 

Humbrick, Chas 

♦Hurst, J. W 

♦Kay Coal Co 

♦Keith & Perry Coal Co 

Keller, J. fl 

Kinney, J. B 

Legg,J. P 

♦McFadden & Co 

Munday, H. T 

Otto, Wm 

Owen, B. L 

Phillips, Dr. R. S 

♦Pigg, D. B., Coal & Mining Co. . . . 

Pri ce , B 

Rhodes, John 

Rivier, W. G 

Rusk, Wm 

♦ rebo Coal Co 

♦Thompson, John & Co 

Trent, Henry 

Tyree, Joseph 

Wells, T.J 

♦Woods & North (Burst Coal Co. ). 
Young, L . P 



Calhoun 

Windsor 

Garland 

Clinton 

Lewis' Station 

Deep water 

Brownington 

Clinton . . . : 

Lewis Station 

Clinton 

Montrose 

Deepwater 

Clinton '.*.*.*.".*.*.' .' ! 

Deepwater 

Kansas City 

Montrose .,. . . 

Clinton 

Calhoun 

Deepwater 

Calhoun 

Appleton City (St. CI.) 

Clinton 

LowryCity(St.Cl.Co.) 

Lewis Station 

Lucas 

Montrose 

Clinton 

Deepwater 

Lewis Station 

Brownington 

Urich 

Montrose 

Windsor 

North 

Garland 



Calhoun 

Windsor 

Garland 

Clinton 

Lewis Station 
Deepwater.... 
Brownington . 

Clinton 

Lewis Station 

(Jlinton 

Montrose . 

Deepwater 

i 4 

Clinton V.'. 

Deepwater ... 

(( / * ** 

Montrose 

Clinton 

Calhoun 

Deepwater...., 
Calhoun 

Clinton!!!!!!.* 

Garland 

Lewis Station. 

Lucas 

Montrose 

Clinton 

Deepwater. . . . 
Lewis Station. 
Brownington . 

Urich 

Montrose 

Windsor 

North 

Garland 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



JACKSON COUNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 


Pofltofflce. 


Mine located near 


Kansas Citv Glav A Coal Co 


Kansas Citv 


Kansas City 









JOHNSON COUNTY. 



*Boyd, Thos. H. A Sons 

BuUook, D. A 

Pitcb, P. D 

Herrington, Louis M 

House. John F 

Mack & W. F. Marten . . 

*Melley,M.B 

Murley, Joseph 

Murry, Mat 

Queener, E. H 

Konemans, W . L 

Shaeffer, David 

*Staley,M. R 

Strickland, Geo. W 

The Park bank 

Wood, B. F 



Knob Noster. 
Warrensburg: 
Monteerrat . . 
Warrensburg 
Knob Noster. 
Montserrat . . 
Warrensburg 
Montserrat. . . 
Warrensburg, 

Warrensburg 

i ( 

4 i 
( i 

Dunksburg . . 
Warrensburg 



Knob Noster . 
Warrensburg. 
Montserrat. . . . 
Warrensburg. 
Knob Noster. . 
Montserrat.... 
Warrensburg , 
Montserrat — 
Warrensburg . 
Warrensburg. 

4 (P 
44 
« ( 

Dunksburg . . . 

4 4 

Warsensburg . 
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LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 



Postoffice. 



Mine located near 



Bell, W.R 

* Bell & Greene , 

^Bonanza Coal Co 

*Brace & Knoble 

Carter, Andrew 

*Clark, Thomas 

*Corder Coal and Coke Co 

Crumpley, E. P 

DeBolt, J. e 

*DoverCoalCo 

♦Excelsior Coal and Coke Co ... . 
♦Farmers' Coal and Mining Co . . . 

Fox,N. F 

♦Francisco Coal Co 

*Gunn & Co 

♦Hagood Coal Co 

♦Hartman, Chas. H 

Hoffman, E 

Kelley Coal Co j. 

Keist, Joseph 

Krampf, Robert 

Kresse, A. F 

♦Lafayette Coal Co 

Leffman, Frederick 

♦Lexington Coal and Mining Co . 

♦McGrew, J.C 

♦Macey, Henry 

♦Mayview Coal Co 

fMeinerhagon, Frederick 

♦Missouri River Coal and Mining Co 

Morrison Bros 

♦Napoleon Coal and Mining Co 

O'Malley, Andrew 

Powell, E. B. (John Longess). 

RlelyifcCo 

♦Rocky Branch Coal Co 

♦Seawell, J. M. & Co 

Sprull, T. F 



Stelnman, H. (R. Krampf) 

Summers, M. W 

St. Clair, Harry 

♦Stealey & Fowler Coal Co 

Tate, Geo. W. 

♦Waverly Coal and Mining Co 

♦Walton Thomas 

♦Wellington Coal Co 

♦Wilkes, J. E. (Hawkins & Smith, 



Corder 

Lexington . . . 
Hlgglnsvllle. 
Kansas City. 
Wellington.. 
Lexington.... 

Corder 

AuUvUle 

Corder 

Lexington . . . 
Hlgglnsvllle. 

Dover 

Lexington . . . 
Hlgglnsvllle. 

Kansas City . 
HigginsvlUe . 
Lexington ... 



Concordia . 



Lexington.. 

Corder 

Lexington . 



Mayview. . , 
Lexington . 



I 



♦WlnsorCoalCo. 
Wright, James J., 



Napoleon 

Lexington 

Hlgglnsvllle 

Lexington 

HigginsvlUe 

Kansas City 

Norborne (Carroll Co.). 

Concordia 

Alma. . 

Greenton 

HigginsvlUe 

Waverly 

Lexington 

Wellington , 

HigginsvlUe 

Lexington 

Hlgglnsvllle 



Corder. 

Lexington. .. 
Hlgglnsvllle . 

WeUlngton . ! 
Lexington. .. 

Corder 

AullvlUe 

Corder 

Dover 

Hlgglnsvllle , 



Dover 

Waverly 

HigginsvlUe.. 



Waterloo 

Hlgglnsvllle . 
Lexington . . . 



Concordia . 



Lexington . 

Corder 

Lexington.. 



Mayview 



Napoleon 

Lexington .... 

Napoleon 

Lexington 

HigglngsvlUe . 

Lexington 

HigginsvlUe... 
Wellington . . . , 

Dover.. 

Concordia .... 

Alma 

Greenton 

HigginsvlUe . 

Waverly 

Lexington .... 
Wellington... . 



HigginsvlUe. 
Lexington... 
HlgginsvVlle. 



* Employing 10 or more men. t New mine. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 



LINN COUNTY. 



Name of operator company. 


Postoffice. 


Mine located near 


Blacklock, Jacob , 


Forker 


Forker 


Bottomly, J. C. (Morris mine.) 

*Clark'8 Coal Mines (Geo.) 


Brookfield 


Brookfield 


( ( 


(& 


*Hause. Peabodv & Co 


( ( 


« ( 


^Kansas & Texas Coal Co 


St. Louis 


Marceline 


Landreth, R. F & Son 


Marceline 


b ( 


*SchaefFer. Bernard 


Brookfield 


Brookfield... 









LIVINGSTON COUNTY. 




MACON COUNTY. 



Bachelder, Geo. W 

*Bevier Black Diamond Coal Co 

Blams^t, W.J 

Brennan. Pat 

Frede, Wm 

Fischer, Wenzel 

Harrold, John 

Havard, Wm 

Hunt, Thos. B 

^Kansas & Texas Coal Co 

♦Little Pittsburg Coal Co 

*Loomis Coal Co 

*Macon Coal Co 

*Oakdale Coal and Mining Co. .. , 

Phipps, J. R. &Son 

Richmond. I. G 

Rowland, Peter F 

Smith, Geo. E 

Summers, Jack 

Terrell, Robt 

*Wat8on Coal Co , 

ZoUman, Louis , 



Macon City... 

Bevier 

Macon City — 

Excello 

Macon City 

' * 

New Cambria. 
Macon City . . . , 

St . Louis 

Lingo 

Bevier , 

Macon City 

St. Joseph 

College Mound 

Macon City .... 

Bevier 

Macon City 



Macon City 

Bevier 

Macon City 

Excello 

Macon City 

New Cambria 

Macon City 

Ardmore and Bevier. 

Lingo '.. 

Bevier 

Macon City 

Bevier 

College Mound 

Macon City 

t 4 

( k 

Bevier 

Macon City 



MILLER COUNTY. 


Rusk. Louis 


Eldon '. .... 


Eldoa 








MONROE COUNTY. 


Huffhes. Lad 


Victor 


Victor 
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MORGAN COUNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 


Postofflces. 


Mine located near. 


Davidson, Neilson & Lawton. ...... 


Versailles 


Versailles 








MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 


* Vandalia Coal Co 

Whitehead, Henry , 


WellsviUe 

( 4 


Wellsville 

14 








NODAWAY COUNTY, 



Garden, W.J 

Dixon, E 

Holtz, W. B., & Garden. 

Nichols, Joseph M 

Pearson & Co 

EHerson Mine 

Roberts, N 



Qaitman 

Burlington Junction . 
Quitman 



Quitman 

Burlington Junction . 
Quitman 



PUTNAM COUNTY. 



Adkins, Wm 

Arnold, A . , & Tippett 

♦Blackbird Goal Co 

♦Mendota Coal and Mining Go . 

Pharigo, Martin 

*Smitb, Joseph (Secord mine). 



Blackbird.. 
Unionville . 
Blackbird . 
Mendota ... 

Elko 

Unionville. 



Blackbird.. 
Unionville . 
Blackbird . 
Mendota... 

Elko 

Unionville. 



» Employing 10 or more men. 



PETTIS COUNTY. 



Brooks & Shea . . . 
Drummood. R. J.. 
Thatcher, P. A.... 
Sear an, Thos 



LaMonte 

Green Ridge;. 
Dunksburg. . . 



fLaMonte 



Green Rridge. 
Dunksburg. . . . 



RALLS COUNTY. 



Boulware, E. S. 



Perry. 



Perry. 
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ANNUAL BEPOET OF THE 



RANDOLPH COUNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 


PoBtofflce. 


Mine located near 


''^Breckenridge, John 


Huntsville 


Huntsville 


Brennan, Wm 


Moberly 


Moberly 

Huntsville 

Jacksonville 


*Caffery & Baker Coal mines 

Dean. Harvey 


Huntsville 

Jacksonville 


Edwards, Emanuel 


Huntsville 


Huntsville 


^Higbee Coal and Mining Co 


"Higbee 


Higbee 

Moberly 

Higbee 

Huntsville 


Hoover, Jacob 


Moberly 

Higbee . 

Huntsville 


^Interstate Coal and Mining Co 

Lowes, John 


Mathers, Mrs. Catharine 


Rolling Home 

Thomas Hill 


Rolling Home 

Thomas Hill 1. 


Milbarn, Joseph & Sons 


Mitchell, W.E.&Co 


Huntsville 


Huntsville 


* Moberly Mutual Coal Co 


Moberly 


Moberly — 

Rolling Home 

HenicK 


Reed, James 


RollinfiT Home 


*RenickCoal Co 


Renick 

Moberly 


Robuck, W. K 


Moberly 

Huntsville 


*Rutherford, H. L- & Son 


Huntsville 


Schoider, John 


Moberly 


Moberly 

Huntsville /. . . . 


Streiff, Mike 


Huntsville 


*Ward, Harry 


Moberly 


Moberly 


Williams, J. B • 


"^ 


Young & Co .... 


(« 


<( 









♦Employing 10 or more men. f^^w mine. 



BAY COUNTY. 



*Bissell Coal Co 

*Black Diamond Coal Co. . . 
*Bovard; Brown Coal Co . . . 

Buchlinger« Fred 

Chew, Mandry 

♦Darneal Coal Co 

Dickinson, H. A. & Son ..., 
♦Douglas, W. S. & Moore . 
♦Hartwell, Arnold & Co ... . 

Hensley, Wm 

*Hubbell Mining Co 

*Hubbell, Hyatt & Hubbell 

Huston, Joseph , 

♦Kansas & Texas Coal Co. . . 

McCorkendale, John . . ; 

Murray & James 

Phillips' Bank (Wm.) 

♦Pickering, Joseph 

♦Rankin, W. D 

♦Richmond Coal Co 

Sater, W 

Scrivens, W. W 

Sickles, Wm 

Williams Coal Co 



Hardin.... 

Richmond 

J^orborne (Carroll Co.). 

Camden 

Richmond 



Orrick 

Richmond . 
Camden.. .. 
Hardin . . . . 
Richmond . 



Norborne (Carroll Co.). 

St. Louis 

Hardin 

Richmond 

Norborne (Carroll Co.). 

Richmond 

liCxington , 

Richmond 

Georgeville 

Norborne (Carroll Co.) . 

Swanwick 



Orrick 

Richmond . 
Camden ... 
Hardin .... 
Richmond 



Hardin — 
Richmond 



Camden. . . . 
Richmond. 



Fleming . . . 

Hardin 

Richmond . 
Hardin .... 
Richmond , 



Richmond <& Camden 

Georgeville 

Hardin " 



Swanwick . 
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SALINE COUNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 


Postoffice. 


Mine located near 


Alexander. Frank 


Arrow Rock 


Arrow Kock 


BriiriTB. Isaac 


Slater 

Mt. Leonard 


Slater 


Cordell. K. M 


Mt. Leonard 


Dickinson. Tlios.. <fc Son 


Sweet Sorlnfirs 


Sweet Springs 

Elmwood 


Durnil. Peter 


Elmwood 


HedireB. W. S 


Slater 


Slater 


Hunter. Barnev 


* « 


(( 


McGlnnls, Wm. Bi 


Cretcher ;. 


Cretcher 


*Marmaduke. H, H 


Sweet Springs 


Sweet Springs 

Napton 

Elmwood 


Wilburn Coal Co 


Marshall 


White, Sam'l 


Elmwood 









SOHUYLEE COUNTY. 



Gorman, Pat . . 
James, W. F... 
Mock & Bro., A 



Dean, Iowa. 
Coatesville . 



Coatesville 



SULLIVAN COUNTY. 



Kint Coal Mine 

*Milan Land and Coal Mining Co. . . 



Green City 
Milan... 



Green City 
Milan 



ST. OLAIB COUNTY. 



Alexander, J. W 

Browning, W. G 

Cook, Hiram 

♦Douthat, D. T 1 

Johnson, J. M 

Merryfleld, S. O 

Reed Bank 

*8eymour, W. A 

♦Vannice, G. A 

Watkins, Wm 

Whitaker. J. W 

Wilson, R.B 



Appleton City 
Lowry City — 
Appleton City 

Vista 

Taberville .... 
Johnson City. 

Osceola , 

Vista 

Osceola , 

Grinnell, Iowa. 



Appleton City. 
Lowry City.... 
Appleton City . 

Vista 

Taberrille..... 
Johnson City.. 

Osceola 

Vista 

Osceola 

TaberviilV !!..'. 



12_M 
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ANNUAL EEPORT OF THE 



VERNON COUNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 



Postoffice. 



Mine located near 



»Allen, R. E 

Brown, John 

Burks, C. M 

Burton, vv. C 

Chaney & Burch 

Crawford, C. B 

Devore, J. M 

Every, Milton 

Ferry Coal Bank 

Pinley, A. O 

Prank, A. H 

Gill, J. F 

Gonterman, W. G 

Greene, E 

Hlghtower, J. H 

Hunter Bros 

* Keith & Perry Coal Co. 

Kincaid, John 

Larkin, W.E 

Lucas, J. C 

Mosher, H. G 

Meadlin & Porter 

Moore, John 

Nelson, Dr. E. L 

Prewltt, W, H 

*0'Bryan, W. M 

^Robinson, W. D 

* Salsman & Scott 

Smith, J.N 

Smith, Peter 

* Williams, Frank & Co. . 

Witcher, James 

Wright, I. D 



Rich Hill... 
Monndville . 

Walker 

Bronaugh . . . 
Rich Hill... 

Walker 

Mound ville.. 

Walker 

Milo. 

Kecterman. . 
Moundville . 



Sheldon . 
Bellamy. , 
Walker.. 



Kansas City. 

Walker 

Bronaugh..., 



Schell City. . 

Walker 

Moundville . 
Walker 



Carbon Center. 

Moundville 

Carbon Center. 



Bronaugh c 
Kich Hill. 
Walker . . . 



Carbon Center 

Moundville 

Walker 

Bronaugh 

Rich Hill (Bates Co.). 

Walker 

Moundville 

Walker 

Milo.' 

Ketterman 

Moundville 

Sheldon 

Bellamy.. 

Walker 

Rich Hill (Bates* Co.)! 

Walker 

Bronaugh 

Schell Ciiy.'.'.'/V/.y. 

Walker 

Moundville 

Walker 

Carbon Center 

Moundville 

Carbon Center 

Bronaugh 

Arthur. 

Walker 



♦ Employing 10 or more men. 
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GLOSSARY 



OF MININQ TERMS USED IN MISSOVRI. 



Affcer-daxnp— The mixture of gases remain- 
ing in a mine after an explosion of flie-damp. 

JVir— The cnrrent of atmospheric air circnlating 
through and ventilating the workings of a 
mine. 

Air- shaft— A shaft used expressly for ventila- 
tion. 

Air-stckck— A ventilating chimney. 

Air- way— Any passage in a mine through which 
air for ventilating purposes is passed. 

Anemometer— An instrument used for meas- 
uring the velocity of a ventilating current. 

Bearing: in— Undermining. 

Black damp— Carbonic acid gas=C02 . It will 
not. support combustiouior life. 

Blower— A strong discharge of gas flrom a As- 
sure. 

Blown-out shot— A shot that has blown out 
the tamping without bringing down the coal. 

Bonnet— A shield or covering over a cage to 
protect it and the miners firom anything fall- 
ing down the shaft. 

Bottom— The landing at the bottom of the 
shaft or slope; the floor, bottom rock or 
stratum underlying a coal seam. 

Brattice— A division or partition in a shaft, 
slope, heading, gangway or other underground 
working places for providing ventilation. 

Brattice-cloth— A heavy cloth or canvas, often 
covered with water- proof material, used in the 
construction of doors and brattices instead of 
plank. 

Bridle-chains— Short chains by which the rope 
is attached to the cage. 

Bontons- Timbers placed horizontally across 
a shaft to carry the cage guides, also to 
strengthen the shaft timbers. 

Butty— A partner in a contract for driving or 
mining; comilAde, crony. 

Oafire- A platform on which the mine cars are 
raised and lowered in mine. 

Oar— mine car— Any car used for the convey- 
ance of coal or mineral in a mine. 

Cap- A piece of plank used on the top of a prop. 

Oartridfire -Paper or water-proof cylindrical 
cases filled with gun-powder, forming the 
charge for blasting. 

Catches, latches or keeps— Catches or rests, 
to hold the cage when it is brought to rest at 
the top, bottom or any intermediate landing; 
also, stops fitted on a cage to prevent cars 
from rumilng off. 



Oave-in— A caving-in of the surface over mine 
workings. 

C. H4— The chemical symbol for fire-damp. 

pharere— The amount of powder or other explo- 
sive used in one blast, or shot. 

Ohoke-damp— (See black damp). 

Ohute (also spelled Shute)— Any passage 
through which the coal descends by gravity. 

Clanney lamp— A safety-lamp invented by Dr. 
Clanney. 

Clod— A layer of soft shale or slate, forming a 
very bad roof over a seam of coal. 

Coal measures— The carboniferous formation. 

Colliery— The whole plant, including the mine 
and all adjuncts. 

Colum pipe— The pipe through which the water 
is conveyed from the mine pumps to the sur- 
face. 

Creep, or squeeze— The gradual upheaval of 
the floor of a mine, due to the weight of the 
overlying strata. 

Crib— A structure composed of horizontal 
frames of timber laid upon one another, or a 
frame- work built like a log cabin. 

Cribbing:— Timbering a shaft with crib- work, 
commonly extending firom surface to the bot- 
tom. 

Cropping: out— Coming to the surface; out- 
cropping. 

Cross-cut— A small passage-way driven at 
right angles to the main heading or entry to 
connect it with a parallel gangway or air- 
course. . 

Davy lamp— A safety-lamp invented by Sir 
Humphry Davy. 

Dead- work— Work which at the time it is done 
and of itself produces little or no profit. 

Digrgrine:- Mining operations in coal or other 
mines. 

Dip— To slope downward from the surface. The 
inclination of a stratum of a coal seam. 

Ditch— The drainage gutter. 

Doors— Wooden doors fixed in underground 
roads to prevent the ventilating current ftrom 
taking a short cut to the up- cast air- way. 

Down-oast— The opening through which the 
f^esh air is drawn or forced into the mine— 
the in -take. 

Drift— A water-level gang-way or entry driven 
into the seam f^om the surface. 

Drum— The revolving cylinder around which 
the winding rope is coiled. 
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Dump— 1. A pile or heap of ore, coal, Biate or 
rock. (2.) The tipple by which the cars are 
damped. (3 ) To unload a car by tippiog it 
up. 

Entry— Main haulage roads or gangways. 

Face, or workinfir face— The place at which 
the coal is actually being worked away, either 
in a breast or heading. 

Fall— 1 A mass of roof or side which has 
fallen in any part of a mine. (2 ) To blast or 
wedge down coal. 

Fan— Centrifagal mechanical ventilator. 

Fault— A ftacture or disturbance of the stratum 
breaking the continuity of the seam. 

Fire— A word shouted by miners to warn one 
another when a shot is fired. 

Fire-boss— A man whose duty it is to examine 
the workings for accumulations of explosive 
gas, etc 

Fire-damp— The explofiive gas of coal mines- 
light carburretted hydrogen; the chemical 
formula is C H4 . 

Fumaoe— A large coal fire at or near the bot- 
tom of an up-cast shaft for producing a cur- 
rent of aljr for ventilating the mine. 

Gas— Fire-damp . 

Qoaf or g-ob- 1. A space ftom which the coal 
has been worked away and the space more or 
less filled up. (2.) Ths refuse or waste left 
in the mine. 

Ck>b-flre — Spontanious combustion under<^ 
ground. 

Guides— Vertical timbers fastened to the bun- 
tons to steady and guide the cage. 

Head-grear— The pulley frame erected over a 
shaft. 

Head-house— When the head-ftame is housed 

in, the structure is known by this name. 

Heading:- A gang- way or entry. 

Horse-back— Natural channels, cut or washed 
away by water, in a coal seam, and filled up 
with shale and sandstone. Sometimes a bank 
or ridge of foreign matter in a coal seam. 

Incline— A slope, any Inclined plane, whether 
above or below the surface. 

Indicator— Any InstrumenT; or device for indi- 
cating the position of the cage in the shaft. 

In -take— The passage through which the fresh 
air is drawn or forced in a mine. 

Keeps— See Catches. 

liaergringr— Small round timber, slabs or planks, 
driven in behind the legs and over the collar 
to prevent pieces of the roof from falling 
through . 

Iiandiner— The top or bottom of a slope, shaft 
or inclined plane. 

Latches— A synonym of switch, applied to the 
split rail and hinged switches. 

Ijong-wall— A system of working a seam of 
coal in which the whole of the seam is taken 
out, leaving no ;pillar8, except sometimes a 
pillar to support the bottom of shaft. 

lioader— One who fills the mine cars at the 
working place. 

Manasrer— An official who has the daily control 
and supervision of a mine, both above and 
below ground. 



Manway— A small passage used as a traveling 

way for the miner. 
Motive colunm— The Length of column of air 
in the down-cast shaft which would be equal 
in weight to the difference in weight of the air 
in down-c^st and up-cast shaft. The power 
obtained by furnace ventilation is measured by 
the difference of the weight of the air in the 
twoshaits. 
Mouth— The surface end of a shaft or drift. 
Narrow work— Headings, air-courses, gang- 
ways, entries, etc. 
Natural ventilation — Ventilating a mine- 
without furnace or other artificial means. 
Needle— A sharp-pointed metal rod, placed ii^ 
a bore- hole dhring the tamping of the charge,, 
to leave on its withdrawal an opening through 
which the charge can be fired. 
Nut coal— Coal that passes through an inch or 
an inch and one- half screen, and over a half- 
inch scieen. 
Out crop— That portion of a vein, bed or any 
stratum appearing at ^e surface or occuning^ 
immediately beneath the soil. 
Out-put— The total product of a mine. 
Over- cast— A passage through which the ven- 
tilating current is conveyed over an entry or 
air-course. 
Partiner— Any thin inter-stratified bed of earthy 

material. 
Pillar— A solid block of coal left to support the 

roof. 
Pillar-and-room— A system of working coal by 
which solid blocks of coal are left on either 
side of rooms, entries, etc., to support the 
roof until the rooms are driven up, after which 
they are drawn out. 
Pitch— Dip or rise of a seam. 
Plan— The system on which a mine is worked,. 

as * ' long-wair, ' ' " pill ar-and-room , " et c . 
Proppingr— The timbering of a mine. 
Prospectiner— Examining a tract of country in 

search of minerals. 
Pulley— The wheel over which a winding rope 

passes at the top of the head-g» ar. 
Begrulator— A frame with a slide door to regu- 
late the amount of air passing into any part of 
the workings. 
Return air— Air that has passed through the 

workings . 
Rib— The side of a pillar. 
Roof— The rock lying above a coal bed or ore 

vein. 
Safety oagre- A cage provided with an auto- 
matic safety catch. 
Safety lamp— A miner's lamp, in which the 
flame is protected in such a manner that an 
explosive mixture of air and fire-damp can be 
detected b^ the mixture burning inside of the 
gauze. This warns the miner to extinguish 
his light, as the mixture ict dangerous. 
Safety catches— Appliances fitted to cages to 

make theoa safety cages. 
Screen— (1) A mechanical apparatus for sepa- 
rating small from large coals. (2) A cloth 
brattice or curtain hung across a road in a 
mine to direct the ventilation. 
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^Eteaxn— (1) A bed of coal. (2) A fissure or 
joint, either empty or filled with foreign mat- 
ter. 
Bhaft^A vertical pit or hole made through 
strata, through which the product of the mine 
is brought to the surface, and through which 
the ventilation is passed either into or out of 
the mine. 
43heave— A wheel with a grooved drcumfer- 
ence, over which a rope is turned, either for 
the transmission of power or for winding or 
hauling. 
43hot-(l) A blast. (2) The firing of a blast. 

(8) Injured by a blast. 
•Sliot-ligrhter or Shot-firer— A man specially 
appointed by the manager of the mine to fire 
off shots. 
Sink— To excavate, to bore or put down a bore- 
hole. 
-Siphon— A simple, very effective and economi- 
cal mode of conveying water in a mine over a 
hill. It takes the form of an iron pipe, bent 
like an inverted U ; the vertical hight between 
the water and top of hill must not exceed 28 
or 80 feet, and the discharge end must be 
lower than the suction end. 
Slack— Small coal which will pass through a 

small screen. 
431ip— (1) A fault. (2) Asmooth joint or crack 

in seam. 
Slope— The main engine plane or inclined road- 
way driven in the seam of coal; worked from 
the out-crop, up which the whole of the pro- 
duct of the mine is raised by the winding en- 
gine. 
Spragr— (1) A short billet of wood used to lock 
tbe wheels of a mine-car in place of a brake. 
(2) A short wooden prop, set in a slanting po- 
sition for keeping up the coal while it is being 
undermined. 
Squeeze— See Creep. 
Steam coal— A hard, free-burning, non- caking 

COEl. 



Steam jet— A system of ventilat ng a mine by 
means of a number of jets of steam' at high 
pressure kept constantly blowing off from a 
series of pipes in the bottom of the up- cast 
shaft. 

Stopping:— An air-tight wall, built across any 
passage-way in a mine. / 

Strip— To remove the overlying strata of a bed 
of mineral and take it out by open work. 

Sump— A receptacle into which the drainage of 
a mine flows and from which it is pumped to 
the surface. 

Sulphur— Iron pyrites. 

Tamp— To fill up a bore-hole above the charge 
with some strongly resistant substance, 
rammed hard upon the powder. 

Timber— (1) Prop, bars, collars, laggins, etc. , 
(2) To set or place timbers in a mine. 

Tram-road— A mine track or railroad. 

Trapper— A small boy employed underground 
to open and shut doors during the passage of 
trips. 

Trouble— A dislocation or fault; any irregu- 
larity in the bed . 

TJp-cast— The shaft through which the return 
air ascends and is got rid of. 

Vein— A seam of coal or other mineral. 

Vexitilation— The atmospheric air circulating 
in a mine. 

"Waste- See goaf. 

Water-eraugre- An instrument for measuring 
the drag or friction of air in mine. 

Water-level- An entry or gangway driven 
very nearly level, for the purpose of draining. 

White damp— Carbonic oxide, a gas occasion- 
ally found in coal mines, generally a product 
of combustion. Although it will support 
combustion, and under certain conditions it 
is inflanamable, it quickly destroys life. 

Workings- The openings of a colliery, includ- 
ing all roads, rooms, headings, entries, etc. 
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LEAD AND ZINC. 



The year just closed (June 30, 1892) has been fruitful in both good 
and bad results in the lead and zinc-ore field of operations. On the 
one hand ,the good results are noticeable in the largely increased pro- 
duction over the previous year; while on the other hand, the evil 
results occasioned by the extraordinary rainfall have not only cut off 
many thousand tons of ore that would otherwise add so largely to an 
already heavy increase, but it worked damage to the great majority of 
operating mines, and greatly interfered with and delayed prospecting 
as well. Especially has this been the case in Southwest Missouri, 
where the mines universally suffered from high water and its effects. 
Numerous instances (as late as October 1892) are reported to us of 
mines still lying idle from this cause. However, from our statistics 
and other information gathered since July 1, we find about all the 
more important mines again at work, with eleven hundred and sixty- one 
men prospecting, thus indicating the life and activity existing in the 
lead and zincore camps of the State. 

When these enforced delays, necessarily brought about from the 
cause mentioned, are considered, it is with some astonishment that we 
are enabled to record an increased production amounting to $330^458 
over the preceding year; with a total product from which Vas realized 
the handsome sum of $5,066,506, which amount represents the value of 
the lead ore and zinc ore product only, as we have this year elimi- 
nated from our tables and estimates the value of the pig-lead product, 
for reasons heretofore given in this report. 

The prevailing customs which obtain in the ownership, lease and 
operation of lead and zinc-mining properties, may be of interest to 
some, and for this reason we will briefly outline some of the methods 
in vogue. Usually the mineral lands which are known or believed to 
be valuable are owned outright or are leased by companies or individ- 
uals. The tendency of late year«i to consolidation is prevalent in all 
directions and in all industries, and lead and zinc-mining is no excep- 
tion. Many large companies are in existence owning or controlling 
immense bodies (in many instances) of mineral lands, with a seeming 
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tendency to- absorb still more, as the promise of good fields present 
themselves. Yet there are new companies continually being formed. 
The companies owning large tracts of land oftentimes set apart or 
reserve a certain portion of their tracts, and usually supposed to be 
the most productive, to be used by the company in mining on its own 
account, while the other portions are leased to still smaller concerns 
in from ten-acre to forty or more acre tracts ; and these in turn lease 
to miners or individual operators, small pieces of ground or lots, usu- 
ally 200x200 feet. The small operator securing one of these lotsi& 
said to have been given a mining privilege, as it is sometimes called. 
Sub-operaftors are charged a royalty of from 10% to 25% of the pro- 
duct mined, usually dependent upon the location of mine, character of 
the mineral, or other considerations which influence prices. 

In a majority of cases the operator owns the plant which is neces- 
sary to drain his mine, hoist his ore and clean the same, while others- 
not possessing the plant have their ore cleaned at a neighboring con- 
centrating plant, and yet others, not being able to drain their mines, 
pay what is known as a pump rent. This pump rent is often a part of 
the consideration in the amount of royalty charged, which, we under- 
stand, is usually equivalent to an extra charge of 5%. The conditions 
made by some of the companies, and which the small operator is 
required to sign before he can secure the privilege to mine upon the 
land, appear hard and severe unless the reasons for the same are thor- 
oughly understood. In the majority of cases the small operator is poor 
with no responsibility at stake beyond his personal welfare and good 
character. Should the elements be lacking which constitute the latter 
qualification, he could occasion a company no end of trouble and annoy- 
ance. It is because of the numerous latter individuals encountered 
which makes necessary the strict requirements and conditions before 
a privilege to mine can be secured. For a copy of the rules and 
requirements referred to, see "Mining Eules'' of the*St. Louis- Aurora 
Mining Company in this report. 

By reference to table No. 12, following this, may be found a sum- 
mary of general results of lead and zinc-mining during the past year. 

It will be found that there are 677 mines, employing 5915 men, pro- 
ducing lead ore to the amount of 49,626 tons, and zinc ore to the 
amount of 131,488 tons, with total value for lead ore of $2,194,029.54, 
and total value for zinc ore of $2,862,475. 08, and a total value for lead 
and zinc ore of $5,056,504 . 62. The average price of lead ore has been 
$44.21 per ton, against $49.10 per ton for preceding year. Zinc ore 
has averaged $21.76, against $21.60 per ton for the preceding year. 
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TABLE XII— Summary of General Results for the year ending June 30^ 
, pared with the year 1891, m Lead and Zinc Mines of the State, 



3891. 



1892. 



IncreaBe 
over 1891. 



Number of conntiea in which lead and zinc are mined . 

Number of mines in operation 

Nnmber of tots zinc ore mined 

Nnmber of tons lead ore mined 

•Number of tons pig lead 

Average valne of zinc ore per ton at mines 

Average value of lead ore per ton at mines 

•Average valne of pig lead per ton at mines 

•Total value of zinc ore, lead ore and pig lead 

Total number of all employes 

Total number of miners 

Total number of other employes 

Total number of men killed. 

Total number of wives made widows 

Total number of children made fatherless 

Total number of non- fatal accidents '. 

Total number of employes for each life lost 

Total number of pumps in use 

Total number of crushers in use 

Total number of steam-jigs in use 



17 

610 

125,762 

16,926 

19,968 

$21 60 

49 10 

79 18 

5,084,463 

6,066 

2,897 

2,668 

12 

6 

12 

18 

422 

404 

147 

278 



14 

677 

181,488 

49,626 



$21 76 
44 21 



5,056,605 

5,916 

8.296 

2,619 

18 

8 

21 

11 

828 

826 

172 

820 



67 
7,786 



850 



25 

47 



* Pig lead has not been included in our estimates for this year; only lead ore and zinc ore are 
estimated on. To make a just and fair comparison between the two years, $868,416 should be added 
to the sum total of $6,056,606, the value of the product of lead ore and zinc ore for this year, mak- 
ing the total $5,il4,921, and showing increase over preceding year from the product of the two 
minerals of $330,458. The sum of $368,416 is the difference between the value of the lead* ore pro- 
duct and that of the pig-lead product, as reported to us by the companies producing both. 
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BARRY COUNT r. 

Production, 84 tons lead ore, 192.50 tons zinc ore. 
Mining is being prosecuted in a limited way along Shoal creek in 
the vicinity of Pioneer and Pardy. Ore was struck at the latter place 
about one year ago, since which time several thousand pounds of both 
galena and zinc ores have been produced, and we are informed that the 
prospect for an increased production during the coming year is good. 

PURDY POSTOFFICB. 

X Columbia Mining company — This property lies about 4 miles east of 
Purdy. The mine was formerly operated by the Drake Mining Co. 
But little mining has been done during the past year, l)ut we are 
informed that the company is now sinking a prospect shaft, which is 
down 85 feet, calculating to strike a deeper run of ore. 

PIONEER POSTOFFICE. 

Allen, Stark <fc Oo. — L. L. Allen, of Peirce City, manager. These 
mines were put in operation about one year ago. They are located on 
Shoal Creek near Pioneer. Several prospect shafts have been sunk 
and one drift driven into the hill, but owing to large quantities of 
water encountered, prospecting has been discontinued. Mr. Stark 
informs us, however, that the work is only temporarily idle. Zinc 
blend and silicate are both found. 

Ft. Smith Mining and Smelting company — Jos.eph Jerrick, manager. 
Mines are located near Pioneer, upon the property of M. E. Northcutt. 
They were opened about one year ago, but at date of our visit to that 
section of the State only a few men were employed. 

Both lead and silicate of zinc ores are produced ; they are found 
near the surface, none of the shafts exceeding 35 feet in depth. 

The machinery for treating the ores consists of crushers, rolls and 
hand-jigs. 



CHRISTIAN COUNTY. 

Christian county is among the ore-bearing counties of the State 
although but little ores, thus far, have been produced in her borders, 
and that which has been mined was found in the vicinity of Ozark, and 
worked in a very small way by local operators. 

Two companies have been recently organized, backed by English 
capialists, and are doing considerable prospecting in the vicinity of 
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Ghadwick. Mr. J. A. Hammond, of Springfield, is manager of both 
companies. 

We made an inspection of the Merino Mining Company's property 
June 29, 1892, located about 5 milfes southeast of Ghadwick, in section 8, 
township 26, range 19, west, and found they were*erecting a concentrat- 
ing plant consisting of crusher, rolls and jigs, and a steam-drill was* 
also in operdtion. Some lead ore was observed in the bottom of the 
prospect shaft, but mixed through the rock in such a manner as to 
require crushing. A short distance up the hill from this plant a pros- 
pect shaft was being sunk, which was down 80 feet, and equipped with 
good hoisting machinery. 

Armstrong Mining Company's property is located about 7 miles 
west of Ghadwick ; upon which complete dressing works are being 
erected. We were informed by Mr. Hammond, the manager, that they 
had struck both lead and zinc ores in paying quantities. The plant 
was not visited by the writer. 



COLE COUNT r. 

Production, 35 tons lead ore. 

J. D. Woodward— Is operating a small air-furnace for smelting lead 
ores produced in the surrounding country. It is located about li mile 
east of Enon Station. The principal ore produced during the past year 
was mined by A. M. Farmer of Hickory Hill, and F. Fielder of Eussell- 
ville; although ore has been mined in past years, in a great many dif- 
ferent places throughout, not only this county, but Moniteau and Miller 
counties as well, and the product smelted here. 

Ko deep mining has so far been prosecuted, but the ore is generally 
found in the clay near the surface, and is usually very rich. Mr. 
Woodward informed me that he realizes about 72^ of pig-lead out of 
the ore, even at his crude furnace. 



DADE COUNTY. 

Production, 97} tons lead ore, 103} tons zinc ore. 
Oorry Mining company — F. M. Shoemaker, manager. These mines 
are located about 10 miles northeast of Greenfield, and were locally 
noted a few years ago as large producers. The ore was usually found 
in the clay near the surface, but few shafts were sunk exceeding 35 feet 
in depth. At date of our visit (July 1892) to this section of the State, 
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we were notified that the mines were idle, and had been since March ; 
hence, no inspection was necessary. 

Pemberton Mines — Operated by Allen & Hughes. This property 
is located about 8 miles northwest of Greenfield. The ore is found in 
the clay near the surface. The mines have only been operated in a 
'limited way during the past year, caused by the depression in the 
market for this class of ore — silicate of zinc — but we were informed 
that during the spring considerable quantities of this class of ore had 
been shipped to Wisconsin. The opening of this new market has some- 
what increased the value of the product. 

The principal part of the ore is mined by farmers and farm laborers 
when not employed in the fields ; hence, at date of our visit (July 1892), 
only a limited force was at work at the mines. E. R. Hughes is man- 
ager. 

Southwest Mining company— A. F. Nixon, manager. This company 
has leases on several hundred acres of laud lying from 6 to 8 miles 
northeast of Everton Station. The ore, like other mines in the county, 
is found near the surface, and is worked by farmers and farm-hands 
during fall and winter. But little mining has been done during the 
past year. 



FRANKLIN COUNT r. 

Production, 150 tons lead ore. 

J. H. Bartle — Is operating an air-furnace for the purpose of smelt- 
ing the lead ore produced in the vicinity of St. Clair, at which place 
the furnace is located. The ore was mined by so many different parties 
and in such small quantities, that it would have been a very hard matter 
to have secured the output from the producers ; therefore, we thought 
best to get the product through Mr. Bartle, who has kindly fur- 
nished it. 

The more important operators are as follows: ' John Harmon, 
Clark & Martin, of Eed Hill ; John Crow, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Moselle 
and O. Thurman. The ore is found in cubes, and is a good grade of 
galena, worth about $21 per thousand pounds. 
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GREENE COUNTY. 
Product, 406.11 tons lead ore ; 898.60 toDS zino ore. 

BROOKLINE STATION. 

Nixon & Holman — Are operating mines located at Brookllne Sta- 
tion, on the Frisco railway. The ores are found near the surface, the 
principal part of which is silicate of zinc, although some galena is pro- 
duced. At this date two shafts are in operation, each of which is 
about 15 feet in depth. 

In 1876 a small smelter was erected here and consid.erable surface 
mineral (lead ore) smelted, but after a few years' operation it was 
abandoned, and the mines have been idle ever since, until these gen- 
tlemen took charge a little over a year ago. 

Mr. A. F. Nixon, the manager, informs us that the price olf silicate 
of zinc has been increased during the spring and summer, due to addi- 
tional markets bein|: opened in Wisconsin. 

4 

ASH GEOVE POSTOFFIOE. 

Bay State Lead and 2lino company — Allen Hardy, of Webb City, 
manager. Mine located about two miles south of Ash Grove, on the 
McCord land. The mines were operated last year under the name of 
Dunlap & Co. 

A steam hoister has been erected at the only shaft in operation 
upon the property. The shaft is 5x7 feet in the clear and about 200 
feet north of the old Dunlap mine, which was such a large producer in 
1889. The output during the past year has been light. 

J. K. P. Duncan — Mine has not been in operation during the past 
year. 

Ooetz Mining company — Eobert Bray, superintendent. This pro- 
perty is located about 1^ mile southeast of Ash Grove. The galena, 
which is the principal product, is found in the clay near the surface. 
8o far, no deep mining has been done, and the output during the past 
year has been small. 

Murray & North — Mines are located about It miles south of Ash 
Grove. The Simmons & Gillian shaft is the only one producing ore 
upon the property at date of inspection (July 2, 1892). Several others 
have contributed to the output during the past year, but are idle at 
this date, due to the recent heavy rains. 

Both lead ore and silicate of zinc are found, the lead largely pre- 
dominating. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



192 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 

The ore now being worked is found at a depth of 80 feet, although 
much of the ores produced during the past few years were found in the 
clay near the surface. 

A company known as the Pennsylvania Mining Company sunk a 
shaft on the Maurerland, adjoining Ash Grove on the east, to a depth 
of 235 feet, and Mr. Hurt, superintendent, informed us that galena was 
encountered, in small quantities at 125 and 175 feet, and that the shaft 
was in ore when it was stopped. He also stated that a steam-pump 
would be erected in order to beat the water, and enable them to resume 
operation as soon as practicable. 

A number of local operators and farmers in Greene, Lawrence and 
Dade counties have mined small quantities of lead ore in this vicinity^ 
and sold the same to Mr. E. A. Hurt, to whom we are under obligations 
for the report of same. Not knowing the names of all the parties nor 
the amount each produced, we have reported the output in the statisti- 
cal table under the name of Mr. Hurt. 

MUMFORD POSTOFPICB. 

Ananias Mining company — Mines are located at Mumford, on the 
James river. These are the mines that were operated by J. A. Eaton 
& Oo. last year. They were being operated by Messrs. Plank and Tut- 
hill at date of our visit. The ore is good, commanding the top market 
price. 

Oumbo Mining company — Mines located about 8 miles southeast of 
Springfield, on Pearson creek. This is by far the largest producer in 
the county — both lead and zinc ore being found, and each regarded 
as a high grade ore. 

The shaft is sunk on the creek bank and tunnels have been driven 
out under the creek bed ; and as the shaft is only about 34 feet deep^ 
the water findes it way. through the overlying strata into the mine, 
which causes a great deal of trouble. 

The report of the output from the mines during the past year 
shows 600 tons of zinc ore, valued at $26.00 per ton, and 145 tons of 
lead ore valued at $47.00 per ton, making a total value of $21,815 for 
both lead and zinc. 



JASPER COUNTY. 

This county although more generally affected by the heavy rains- 
of the spring than that of any other section of the State comes to the 
front at the end of another year with most surprising results, produc- 
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lug as may be seen from this report 23% of the entire output of lead 
ore mined in the State and over 80% of the entire zinc ore product. 
There are in the county 437 mines producing, of 



Jjead ore, tons 

Zino ore, tons 

Employing men 

Value of its lead ore. 

Value of zinc ore 

Grand total 



11,501 

106,014 

3,6124 



$530,093 
2,416,383 



$2,946,477 



The average price received per ton for lead ore has been $46.09 as 
«fcgainst $48.93 for the preceding year, while the average price received 
for zinc per ton has been $22.79 as against $23.28 for the preceeding 
year. From which it will be seen that there has been a decrease this 
jear from that of the preceding in lead ore of $1.84 per ton and in 
-zinc ore of 49 cents per ton. 

Following may be found a brief account of the numerous mines of 
the county with reference to location of mines, equipments, employes, 
output of same, etc , etc. : 

ALBA POSTOFFICE. 

Alba company — The property of this company is located three- 
fourths of a mile west of Alba. It has a strip-pit 58 feet deep, 30 feet 
wide at the bottom, 82 feet wide at the top and 209 feet long. There 
is one prospecting shaft, with a depth of 150 feet, and eleven others 
varying in depth from 20 to 100 feet. The plant for cleaning the ore is 
constructed after the German principle, costing about $18,000. At 
date of our, inspection, October 13, 1892, the mines were idle, but we 
understood operations would be resumed shortly. 

Alba Mining company — W. M. Stealey, superintendent. Mines are 
located at Alba. At date of our inspection, October 13, 1892, we found 
45 men employed, and learned that about 70 tons per week of zinc ore 
w^ere being produced. The superintendent informed me that only four 
shafts had been sunk, and that in each good ore had been found at a 
depth of 150 feet. The plant is as follows : 

Three boilers, aggregating 180 horse-power ; 3 steam pumps ; 1 set 
of steam jigs, crushers and rolls. The shaft is connected with a second 
opening, which is also equipped with a steam bolster. The mines make 
considerable water, which is hoisted to a large tank by two lift-pumps, 
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from which it is again pumped to the surface by a large Worthington 
pump, having a 9-inch discharge. 

OARL JUNCTION POSTOFPICB. 

A. Knight, proprietor and operator — mine located at Carl June* 
tion, on a tract of land embracing 340 acres. We understand that a. 
shaft has been sunk to a depth of 120 feet, striking good ore, which 
was worked, some four months, then closed down to await further 
developments in .other directions. 

Wauchusetts Mining company — Mine located near Carl Junction, 
with shaft 110 feet in depth. Only prospecting, so far, has been carried 
on, the company claiming the same to be very promising. At the timO' 
of our visit no sales of ore had been made. 

CAETHAaE POSTOFFIOB. 

Carthage Mining company — H. N. Cornell, manager. Mine located 
at Edwin Station. The mine was flooded with water last Junfe, and 
was idle October 12, 1892, at the time our information was obtained 
concerning it. The manager informed us that it was the intention of 
the company to resume operations in the near future. 

Myers & Jemmison — Mine located near the Missouri Pacific depot 
at Carthage. Shaft 150 feet in depth, producing zinc ore only, and 
employing 30 men. At the time of our visit, we learned that shaft had 
been sunk deeper, and a much larger body of ore struck than hereto- 
fore encountered. 

Pacific Mining company — Wm. B. Myers, superintendent. Mines 
located near the Missouri Pacific depot at Carthage. Shafts average 
160 feet in depth, producing zinc ore only. Fifteen men are employed. 
The mines produce a high grade of zinc ore, the price averaging $26^ 
per ton during the past year. 

Porter Mining company — J. W. Kerr, agent. Mines located near 
the Missouri Pacific depot at Carthage. Mines were idle at the date of 
our visit, and had been for some time prior thereto. Our information 
is limited, due to the above. 

For output, etc., see accompanying tables. 

JOPLIN POSTOFFICE. 

American Bull Pup Mining company— The property of this com- 
pany embraces a 40-acre lease of the Phelps land, north of Jopliu and 
adjoining the Granby land. Two mines are in operation, with shafts of 
an average depth of 112 feet. Two boilers, two pumps andtwenty-one 
men are employed. The prospect Is said to be promising. 
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Barbee Mining company — This mine is located 2 miles southeast of 
Joplin on the 80-acre tract of Barbee, Briggs i& Connor land. It is a 
new shaft with a new pumping plant. Ko ore was produced up to 
June 30, 1892, but at date of collecting our statistics the prospects 
were very encouraging. 

Byers, Murphy & Conner — Mines are located northwest of the city 
limits of Joplin. Two mines have been operated on this property. 
Shafts have an average depth of 100 feet. The plant consists of two 
boilers and four pumps. So far the product of the mines has been 
quite small. At the time of our visit the mines were idle. 

Oave Springs Mining company — Mr. Brinkerhoff is president, P. 
Phenning superintendent. This company owns 80 acres of land 1} 
mile from Galena oil the State line between Missouri and Kansas. 
Tnere are seven producing mines on the property, employing 30 men. 
New steam-boiler, sheds and engine-houses have been erected ; also 
three steam-pumps and one crusher recently rebuilt. Shafts have an 
average depth of 60 feet. Thirty miners are employed. Phenning & 
Bloker have a sub-lease of seven lots and a plant capacity of 75 tons 
per shift. Mines shut down since December on account of high water. 

Cora Latta Land and Mining company — George B. Paxton agent. 
The two mines now being operated are on property adjoining College 
Hill on the south, in the eastern part of the city of Joplin. The shafts 
have an average depth of 83 feet. These mines were formerly worked 
by Spring, Moore and Davis. The improvements during the past year 
have been the erection of pump and steam bolster and installation of 
steam engine and boiler. 

Engineers' Mining company — The two mines now operated are 
located on the old Baker land between Joplin and Webb City. Shafts 
55 and 180 feet deep respectively. Heavy rains in the spring caused 
a suspension of work for some time, but operations are now resumed. 

Empire Zinc company — W. 0. Wetherell general manager, Pope 
Yeatman superintendent. The property of this company is located in 
the vicinity of Joplin, the larger portion of which however is within 
the city limits. This company ranks fourth in Jasper county in amount 
of production. The land is divided into three minning camps, the 
first of which, and known as the Eagle mines is located in sections 15, 
and 16,|T 27, E 33, and contains 200 acres. This tract is]the most pro- 
ductive piece of land belonging to the company. Located here is 
one of the largest concentrating plants in this section of the State, con 
sisting of crushers rolls, steam-jigs etc. It is said that the work here 
is so thorough that not a particle of ore is lost. 
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The pumping is done principally by the string system, the engines 
at the main plant running the strings. There is also an engine at the 
main plant which drives the rope transmission, by which most of the 
ore in the company's mines is hoisted. The company does most of the 
mining on this land. Among the principal sub-operators in this camp 
we mention The Little Daisy, or Electric Mining Oo, of St. Louis; Capt. 
Hennessey, general manager, the plant of which consists of a boiler, 
engine, one complete set of steam-jigs, with three electric motors run- 
ning the hoisters and some of the machinery. Thirteen men are em- 
ployed on each shift. 

E. O. Chase has a plant consisting of boiler, engine, pump, etc., 
and a very good mine. 

J. H. Brundridge is operating a mine in this camp. 

Koh-i-noor tract or camp lies in the city limits of Joplin, and the 
.zinc smelter of the company is located on the land adjoining. It has 
four pumps, one complete concentrating plant, hrstclass in every 
respect. The ore on this tract is pronounced very fine, and is found at 
depths varying from 140 to 170 feet. 

The Or ay Land or Oamp — This is a small strip of land adjoining 
the Koh-i noor on the east, and leased from a Mr. Gray of St. Louis. 
This portion of the company's property is leased in 200-feet lots to 
miners. Belas & Go. have the principal mine in this camp. 

The Empire Zinc Co. has made the following improvements dur- 
ing the past year, and which is somewhat of an innovation : It has 
introduced electric motors for hoisting, pumping and the crushing of 
ores, also electric lights for underground work. 

This company gives employment to 170 men, and at date of our 
inspection 65 men were prospecting on its property. 

Euclid Mining company — Thomas Ward, president, M. M. Oviatt, 
superintendent. The mines are located east of the Kansas and Mis- 
souri State line, and is a lease of the Ferguson land. 

There are 4 shafts on the property with an average depth of 75 
feet, two of which are producing ore, while the remaining two were at 
the time of our visit as yet prospect. The mines shut down February 
1, 1892. The plant is first-class and in good condition. The machinery 
is of the latest and most inproved pattern. 

Oranby Mining and Smelting company — J. H. Stephens, superin- 
tendent. The mines of this company are located northwest of Joplin, 
and partly within the city limits of the same. There are 30 mines, 10 
steam boilers, five steam pumps and 140 men employed. And in addi- 
tion to this there were, at the time our information was gathered, 20 
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men prospecting. MiniDg privileges are granted to miners who ope- 
rate the greatest number of the mines. The principal ore-producing 
mines are located in what are known as " Opossum Hollow " and 
"Poor Man's Gulch." Among the largest producers we mention G. 
B. Webster & Co., Gentry & Co., Blue Eibbon, S. J. Frye & Co., 0. W. 
Lyon & Co., Bridges & Co., Phillips & Co. and Lowery & Co. 

Great Western Mining company — Eoberfc Eees, superintendent. 
Mine located three miles east of Joplin. One mine with a shaft 90 
feet in depth is operated, employing 11 men. The plant consists of 
one boiler, one pump and one crusher. For output and other infor- 
matioD, see tables accompanying this report. 

Ouengerich, Kelley & Gregg — These mines are located in what is 
known "Cottonwood Hollow," northwest of Joplin, and midway 
between the latter and Zincite. There are at present three mines 
producing ore, with average depth of shaft of 140 feet. Hand-jigs are 
used, and 17 men employed. 

Guinn & Loyd — E. C. Friend superintendent. Mines located about 
one mile south of Joplin on the O'Keefe lands. These mines are some- 
times called the Loyd & Logan mines. When running, two mines are 
operated, employing about 18 men. Two steam boilers, two steam 
pumps, crushers and steam-jigs make up the plant. The mines pro- 
duce a large amount of both lead and zinc ores. The showing for the 
past year, which is very good, would have been largely increased but 
for the heavy spring rains ; then following this occurred the death of 
Mr. Loyd. At date of inspection the mines were still idle. 

Hicks iS) Co. — Operate two mines, located on town lots in the 
Mitchell addition to South Joplin. The shafts have an average depth 
of 60 feet. A new shaft was sunk and pump put in during the past 
year. 

Home Mining company — S. H. Claycomb superintendent. The 
mines of this company, two in number, are located on a 40-acre lease 
of the O'Keefe lands, in the southern city limits of Joplin. Average 
depth of the shaft is 60 feet. The spring rains caused great delay ; 
but at the time of our visit work was resumed and progressing satis- 
factorily. 

Jasper <fc LaReine Lead and Zinc company — H. Tucher, superin- 
tendent. There are five producing mines on this property, located at 
Joplin on North Turkey creek. Sixty men are employed in and about 
the mines, while some 16 others are engaged prospecting. The follow- 
ing companies or operators are at work on this land : BigEun Mining 
Co. (Williams & Hamill), and the Little Nellie Mining Co., operating 
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three mines. The milling company famishes the power, running the 
hoiftters by rope transmission and the pumps by the string system. 
Knowles & Hay and Warren Bros. & Co. also operate mines on this 
property. The most important improvement made daring the past year 
has been the erection, by English capital, of a new milling plant, and 
known as the Joplin Milling Co., limited. It is a custom mill of a 
capacity of 100 tons per day, or 60 tons for each shift — having a 
complete steam-jig concentrating plant. It is said to be doing good 
work in saving a high percentage of ore and the extraction of mundic 
from the blende. The combined power of its two engines equals 120 
horse-power, with three boilers of 70 horse-power each. The mill is 
supplying power for pumping and hoisting by rope transmission to the 
adjacent mines. It is conveniently located for shipping the mineral. 

Joplin Syndicate, Limited — 0. O. Frye, superintendent. One mine 
is being operated. It is located in Cotton wood Hollow, and employs 
26 men. The shaft is 90 feet deep. This is a new mine ; operations 
commenced in February last, and the prospect is said to be good. 

McCoy & company — Grant McCoy, superintendent. The mines are 
located in the northwest city limits of Joplin, and embraced in 40-acre 
lease of the W. H. Phelps land. Four mines are producing ore, and 
68 men are employed; shafts have an average depth of 110 feet. The 
principal operators on the property are Brewer Bros. & Co., employing 
20 men; J. M. Lee & Co., employing 18 men. Freeman & Baker have 
just opened a mine. The prospect at each of the above named is said 
to be very good. 

Mahaska Mines — Eice & James, proprietors. Mines are located 
partly within the city limits of Joplin. This firm has a lease of 160 acres 
of land owned by Dr. Carter, of Carthage. Five years ago Messrs. 
Eice & James secured a lease of this property, and have steadily 
developed it to its present good standing. Privileges (as they are 
sometimes called) are granted to miners, who pay a royalty of 20% of 
the ore produced. At the time of our inspection many of the mines 
were idle on account of water preventing work. There are 23 produc- 
ing mines on this property, employing, when running, 103 men. When 
our statistics were gathered, 62 men were prospecting. Steam jigs and 
building, also one set of rolls, were added to the plant during the past 
year. The pumping and hoisting at some of the mines is done by elec- 
tric motors, the latter being furnished by the Electric Light and Power 
Co. The force is generated at Grand Falls, three miles distant from 
the mines. 
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Midland Mining company — W. H. Highman, president, John Waken- 
€ha^, superintendent. The mines are located east of the Kansas line 
on a 36-acre lease of the Ferguson land. When running, seven shafts 
are operated, having an average depth of 36 feet, pnd employing 26 
men, producing zinc ore only. At the time of our visit the mines were 
4Bhut down on account of inadequate ventilation. The company ex- 
pected, however, to resume operations in a few d^iys with a full force. 

Monkey Hill — J. S. Casey, proprietor. The mines are located 3^ 
miles southyest of Joplin, on property leased from the Eoaring Springs 
Land Co. Three mines, with shafts of an average depth of 75 feet» 
produce zinc ore. Since the water has been gotten rid of, the mines 
;are again doing well. The opening up of a new shaft, the building of 
s, trestle to the concentrating plants, and the putting in of a large 
49team-pump for draining, constitute the improvements for the past 
j^ear. 

Moonshine Mining company — W. S. Paul, secretary. The mines of 
this company are located in the east city limits of Joplin. Ten mines, 
with shafts of an average depth of 70 feet, produce both lead and zinc 
ores, and employ when running 50 men. At the time of our visit to 
the mines we found them being opened up again, after having been 
idle for some time. The pumps are on the string system, and operated 
by an engine located. at the main plant. During the year a new jig- 
plant has been erected, and several new mines opened up. 

Nellie Ely Zinc Mining company — The mine is located just south of 
the city limits of Joplin, and is the mine formerly operated by and 
^nder the name of the Modoc Mining Co. During the past year one 
pump for draining purposes and one steam bolster had been erected ; 
'but at the time of our visit the mine was shut down and the machinery 
was being removed. 

North Joplin Land company — The mines of this company adjoin 
the city of Joplin on the north. At the time of our inspection but lit 
tie work was being done aside from the prospecting above the water. 

North Heights Mining company — The two mines of this company 
are located in the city limits of Joplin. The property was purchased 
from the Granby Land Co. Two shafts of an average depth of 65 feet 
:are operated, and 14 men employed. 

Oswego Mining company — S. C. Cooke general manager. The mines 
of the company are now principally within the city limits of Joplin. 
The comjiany owns several hundred acres of land, and its mines have 
been very productive. It is claimed that the spar formation in which 
the ore on this land is found reduces the cost of cleaning. There are 
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eight producing mines on the property, furnishing employment to 65 
men ; and there were, at the time of our visit, 20 men prospecting. A 
large amount of both lead and zinc ores are produced. When we^ 
visited the mines we found that the company was just recovering from 
the effects of the spring rains, and as a result its complement of men 
was not employed. The pumps are worked partly on the string system 
and partly by steam direct — the string pumps being operated by one 
main plant. One full steam plant and two pumps have been added ta 
the equipment during the past year. 

Pincard Mines — These mines are located 2} miles east of Joplitt 
on the Wm. Leckie land. Two mines, when operated, produce both 
lead and zinc ores, giving employment to 11 men. At the time of our 
visit very little work was being done. 

U. 2>. Porter Land — The mines on this land are located within the^ 
city limits of Joplin. From 8 to 10 mines have been operated, giving: 
employment to 32 men when running. At the time of our inspection 
no other work than that of scrappng in the shallow ground was beings 
performed, and the plant was being torn down and removed. 

Rex Mining and Smelting company — E. D. Porter, general manager. 
This company is operating a tract of land lying IJ mile southeast of 
the city limits of Joplin, and heretofore known as the ''1000-acre 
tract.'' The present company commenced work on this tract a little 
over one year ago, and it is now considered by some parties as the- 
most promising property in the district, as new strikes are of frequent 
occurrence, with, it is claimed, 25 paying mines in operation and 30- 
shafts additional in process of sinking to the ore level. The leadings 
operators or companies upon this land are: Grossman & Go., working: 
three shafts and employing 27 men. The ore from the three shafts ia 
run on elevated tracks to the crusher room, thence through this plant 
into the clean ore bin, where it is ready for market. Two pumps are 
used to drain the mine. Gonnection with the K. G., Ft. S. & G. E. E.^ 
is made by a branch road. 

There are also operating on the 20-acre sub-lease of Grossman & 
Go., Messrs. Mclntyre & McKee, who work two shafts and employ 37 
men ; the Axtell Mining Go., employing 16 men ; the Bell Boy Go., usu- 
ally employing about 16 men, but at present operations temporarily 
suspended while putting in -a new concentrating plant ; the Eodgers. 
Mining Go., operating a mine employing six men ; the Lucretia Mining^ 
Go., operating a mine on a lot in the " Eex Eeserve," and employing 12: 
men. 
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The Eex Eeserve is a portion of the tract set apart for the exclu- 
sive operation by the Eex Oo. proper, although a few small lots have 
been leased to individual miners. 

Stilwell & Gregory have a 40 acre lease from the Eex Mining Co. 
The principal operators on this lease are Stilwell, Gregory & Porter, 
who have a shaft 80 feet in depth, and employ 26 men. On this same 
lot is a custom crusher with rolls, etc. 

Eandall & Co. operate a mine, and employ 7 men. 

Moore & Oo. employ 6 men. 

Eush & Son employ 7 men. 

Bishop & Co. employ 9 men. 

A branch of the K. C, Ft. S. & G. E. E. runs through the lease^ 
furnishing good shipping facilities. 

The American Mining. Co., F. M. Sharp, proprietor and general 
manager, has a iOacre lease from the Eex Mining Co., and operates 
four mines, having shafts 52, 75,106 and 120 feet in depth, respectively, 
with all the necessary plant for operating and draining the mines, and 
a first-class concentrating plant, embracing crushers, rolls, revolving^ 
screens, etc., with a branch road of the K. C, Ft. S. & G. E. E. running^ 
up to the works. 

Kellar & Co. have a mine on this lease. 

The Columbia Mining Co. has a lease of 40 acres from the Eex Co.,. 
and a good pumping plant for draining. It was driving away for the 
main ore body at the time of our visit. 

Tl^e remaining companies having leases from the Eex are as fol* 
lows : ^ 



The Ohio Mining Co 

Rich HiU Mining Co 

Continental Mining Co 

Fresh Water Mining Co. . . . 

Boga Mining Co 

Gotham Mining Co 

D. C. McConey Mining Co; 
World's Fair Mining Co. . . 

Miami Mining Co 

Bishop Mining Co 



40 


acres 


20 




40 




40 




40 




20 




40 




40 




40 




20 





Ruby Lead and Zinc company — J. B. McGraw, superintendent. 
Mines located due south of Joplin, near the county line. The corn- 
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pany has an extra good plant, but the mines have been idle for some 
time. Ko ore was produced during the past year; yet at the time of 
our inspection, work was resumed and a good face of ore developed 
\ in three shafts. 

J. B. 8ergent—M.ine& located in the west city limits of Joplin, on 
the Gray land. 

There are two shafts at present producing lead and zinc ores, with 
an ^average depth of 75 feet. Clemens & Pack are operating one 
«haft and Capt. Barnes the other. Yery little was accomplished in the 
year just closed. 

Schrader & Doherty Lead and Zinc Mining company — Mines located 
near Blendville in the Joplin district. This company succeeds the 
Diamond Lead and Zinc Mining Company, which operated the mines 
during the past year, and to it is due the output as shown in our tables. 
The present company took control about July 1, and had up to the time 
of our collecting statistics for the past yearns business, spent several 
thousand dollars in improvements. The present owners feel satisfied 
the property wDl in a short time develop as good results as heretofore 
attained. 

King & Co are mining on one lot employing 6 men. 

A. Hudson has a fraction of two lots on which he is at work with 
«ix men. Several new shafts are being sunk, with favorable 
prospects. 

Snyder Bros. Mining and Smelting company — The mines of this 
oompany are located two miles south of Joplin proper, with five shafts 
in operation of an average depth of 75 feet, employing 45 men and 
producing both lead and zinc ores. The company proper has 
been doing during the past year most of the work, as some of its 
«ub-leased mines are in litigation. This property consists of a 20-acre 
lease, which adjoins the Empire Mining Company, equipped with good 
fiteam plant, and produces a large amount of mineral, as may be seen 
from the tables showing output of mines. 

Sophie L Mining company — S. E. Locke, Secretary. These mines 
were formerly operated by the Thacker Co., and are located on the 
Whacker land about 1 mile north of Joplin. At the time of our visit 
five mines were being operated, with shafts of an average depth of 70 
feet, and employing 18 men. The equipment is good and the pumps 
operated on the string system, by an engine located at the main plant. 
Both lead and zinc ores are produced. 

South Joplin Lead and Zinc company — The mines of this company 
are located in the southern city limits of Joplin. At the time of our 

Digitized by ^<JKJKJW IC 



STATE MINE INSPECTOR. 203 

Tisit, three shafts of an average depth of 140 feet were being operated, 
22 men employed, and both lead and zinc ores being, produced. The 
plant embraces 5 boilers, 5 pamps, 2 crashers and 2 sets of jigs. 
TThe two concentrating plants are temporarily shut down to allow 
for improvements in new shaft from which the ore is to be run to the 
<5rushers. A new pump has been placed in the new shaft, and drifting 
was to be commenced as soon as the necessary preparations would per- 
mit. 

W. B. Jeffries & Co. have a lease on four lots in the south part of 
this property ; they have one shaft down to ore and the necessary plant 
to drain and operate the mine. 

Sterling Lead and Zinc company — ^Its mines are located in the north- 
west city limits of Joplin. Four shafts of an average depth of 10,0 feet 
liave been operated, employing 35 men. At the time of our visit the 
mines were shut down, and the only work being done was by scappers 
on the waste- dumps. 

8warland Mining company — P. L. Swaf tz, proprietor and manager. 
The mines are located on Turkey creek, north of the Sophie I. Mining 
Oo. There are four producing mines when operated, employing 32 
men. At the time of our visit work was resumed, after having been 
idle on account of overflow from the creek. 

Tuckahoe Mining company — Joseph Peel, superintendent. The mines 
:are located about 3 miles north of Joplin, on an 80-acre lease of the 
lioyd & Spencer land. The present company, during the past year, 
has added a complete new plant, consisting of boilers, engines, crush- 
ers and rolls. Eleven mines, with shafts having an average depth of 
110 feet, employ on an average the year round 26 men. 

The following parties are operating mines on this land : 
Donan & Loyd, employing 16 men; Isabel & Co., employing 8 men; 
Iiawrence & Co., employing 3 men. Considerable prospecting was 
being done at the time of our visit. The water from the spring rains, 
which had greatly retarded work here, was being pumped out, and it is. 
expected that the ^nes will shortly reach the old-time output. The 
ore from this mine, it is said, brings the highest market price. 

Turkey Oreeh Mining company—These mines were leased to E. R. 
Moffet't, jr., last January, since which time they have been operated by 
him. They are located on Turkey creek, north of the city limits of Jop- 
lin. Both lead and zinc ores are produced, and 84 men employed when 
running full force, the average depth of shafts being about 94 feet. At 
the time of our visit but little work was being done, on account of high 
water. Farnham & Holmes and Mo£fett & Co., who are operating on 
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this property, were getting ready to resume work. The plant of the 
Turkey Creek Co. consists of eight boilers, nine pumps, six crushers and 
four jig plants. 

Viroqua Mines — Mine is located four miles east of Joplin. The^ 
shaft is 110 feet deep, and when operated employs about 10 men. At 
the time of our visit the mine was shut down, and only scrapping waa 
being done. 

Windsor Mining company — The mines of this company are located 
within the city limits of Joplin. The following are the principal opera- 
tors on this land : Little Jersey Mine has a lease of four lots, one 
shaft in operation, with plant necessary to operate the mine and clean 
the ore, and employing four men. 

lianover Mining company has a lease on 4 lots, operate one shafts 
with equipments necessary to drain, hoist and clean the ore, and employa 
6 men. 

Enterprise Mining Co. has a lease of four lots ; it operate two shafts 
employing 12 men, and equipped with machinery necessary to operate 
the mines and clean the ore. 

Zinc Hill Mining company — W. B. GofiF, general manager. These 
mines are located 2J miles north of Joplin. Five mines, with shafts of 
an average depth of 128 feet, are operated, employing 25 men, and 
producing both lead and zinc ores. During the past year four new 
shafts have been sunk. A sale and transfer was made August 6, 1892.. 
of the lease of this company, comprising 20 acres, to an English syndi- 
cate, represented by W. B. Jeffrey ; since which time there has been 
added a lease of 40 acres, and extensive pumps and machinery, it ia 
claimed, will at once be added. 

LEHIGH POSTOFPICE. 

Franklin Zinc company — Mines located at Lehigh, on Center creek* 
There are 15 mines on the property, 10 steam boilers, 9 steam pumps, 
2 crushers and 2 sets of steam-jigs, employing about 100 men when 
running, and producing zinc ore exclusively. At the time of our visit 
water was being pumped from the mines, which had been flooded by the 
spring rains. The company estimates that only about 6 months' work: 
was performed during the past year. 

OBONOGO POSTOFFIOE. 

Oranhy Mining and Smelting company — Mines located at Oronogo* 
There are 20 mines on this property, with shafts having an average 
depth of 60 feet, employing about 100 men, and producing both lead 
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and zinc ores in considerable quantity. This company owns a large 
body of land, and leases are made to companies and individual opera- 
tors. 

The Myers Mining company operates what was known as the 

^ *^ Needmore land " on this tract. It has 8 producing mines and employs 

about 40 men. Other leases have been made to the following: Kerr 

& Spencer, Dillendender & Oo., James Gammon, Stultz & Go. and H 

Ayers. 

The Circle Mining Go. operates what is known on this land as the 
*' Gircle." It has a complete plant and employs about 30 men. There 
are a number of men working on other parts of the property who make 
amaU " turn ins.'' 

Margerum Mining company — G. Ashcraft, superintendent. The 
mines of this company are located within the city limits of Oronogo. 
Mining operations on this property commenced during the month of 
September, 1891. The spring rains greatly interfere with and retard ope- 
ations; bat at the time of our visit work was again progressing in a 
satisfactory manner. This property has been considered a good lead 
producer. There are about 60 lessees' shafts on this land, some of 
which are as yet prospecting, ranging in depth from 18 to 60 feet. It 
is hoped by parties interested that a good body of zinc ore may be 
developed under the lead run now being operated, which often occurs 
in this part of the State. 

Messrs. Ashcraft, Hendrickson & Go. are operating the mine at 
present, producing ore. 

WEBB CITY AND OABTERVILLE POSTOFFICE. 

All Oall Mining company — Samuel B. Wills, superintendent. Mine 
located on a town lot in Webb Gity. Shaft 100 feet in depth, produc- 
ing both lead and zinc ores, and employing about six men. During the 
year hand-jigs, horse-hoister, tracks, etc., have been added. 

Ashoraftj Reynolds <& company — Mines located just north of the 
limits of Webb Gity. When running four mines are operated, employ- 
ing about 15 men. The mines have been idle for some time, and were 
so found when we visited them. 

Center Creek Mining company — ^The mines of this company are 
located in Webb Gity, and produce a larger amount of ore [than any 
company in the county. It controls a large body of very fine mineral 
land, and its plant is most complete, especially that of the pumping 
department. Two large engines, either of which is capable of running 
the 10 pumps, constitute a part of its equipment ; however, only one of 
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them is employed at any one time — the object being to have one in re- 
serve in the event of an engine getting out of order, and thus avoiding- 
delay, which would otherwise result. This company has also' a very 
complete concentrating plant, which is run in connection with the 
mines. The principal sub-operators are as follows : 

Ford & Owen employ 15 men and have a complete plant. 

Arnold & Co. empoy 12 men and have a complete plant. 

Beasley & Co. employ 15 men and have a complete plant. 

Hood & Pyle employ 12 men and have a complete plant. 

Haynes & Go, employ 12 men and have one plant of crashers, rolls and jigs* 

Allen & Co. employ 12 men and have one plant. ^ 

Columbia & White have a complete plant and, employ 13 men. 

The mines known as "Quick Work" adjoin Webb City on tbe 
south, and are operated by the Center Creek Co., employing 45 men. 
The large output of this company, as may be seen by reference to our 
tables, would doubtless have been very much larger had not the heavy 
spring rains so seriously interrupted the work in its mines. 

Cherokee Mines — Fred Herold proprietor. This is a new mine 
located at Carterville, on the Connor 40 acres; one mine having a- 
shaft 214 feet in depth, is being operated ,and employs thirty men. The 
plant is considered a fine one The first sale of ore was made in July 
of this year. 

Chatham Mining company— Successors to the Tracy Lead and 
Zinc Mining Company. The change of ownership and in the name of 
the company occurred April 1 1892.' 

The mines are located at Webb City and Carterville. This com- 
pany is one of the largest producers in the county, ranking third in 
the value of output. At date of our inspection there were 27 mines, 
in operation, with shafts averaging 150 feet in depth, employing 313 
men. In addition to this, there were 66 men prospecting upon the 
company's land. There has been added during the year in the way of 
improvement, one new pumping plant. 

The principal operators on this property are as follows : 

The Morning Star Mining Company operates one mine with shaft 
200 feet deep, employing 18 men per shift. It has one engine, twa 
boilers and a complete concentrating plant. 

The Tracy plant operates one mine with shaft 185 feet in depth,, 
employing 15 hands per shift. It has a complete concentrating plant. 

Dayton Mining Co. operates a mine with shaft 185 feet deep,, 
employing 20 men per shift. It- has a complete plant also. 

Delph & Dogan have an engine, boiler and crusher, and empl(^y 14 
men. Shaft 185 feet in depth. 
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Martin & Oo. have a complete plant and employ 14 men per shift*^ 

Blanton & Wyatt have a complete plant and employ 12 men per 
shift. 

Strong & Connor, shaft 145 feet deep, employ 24 men (two shifts y 
and have a complete plant. 

Leary & Oann have an engine, boiler and steam hoister ; shaft 18& 
feet deep and employ 12 men. 

Price & Co. (Bunco Mine) have an engine, boiler, steam hoister,. 
and employ 11 men ; shaft 175 feet deep. 

Black well & Rudy operate mine with shaft 186 feet deep, employ- 
ing 10 men. They have an engine, boiler and steam hoister. 

Lichliter & Co. have a concentrating plant, and employ 13 men. 

Daugherty cfc Davey — Mines located on the Ealer land at Oarterville* 
The cbmpany has at its main plant one pump for drainage, pumping 
water from a depth of 224 feet, and 3 for pumping water used in wash- 
ing ore. It has also a string system extending to the Cornfield mines,. ^ 
to run pumps on that property. There is at present only one plant of 
steam-jigs running on this land, as the large plant of the Oasis 
burned down and has not as yet been rebuilt. The Oasis Co. have 4 
mines on this property, employing 10 men. Bach shaft it is claimed is 
in good ore. But one shaft will be operated until its plant is rebuilt. 

Hardin & Henderson are operating a mine, and employ 10 men. 

Spencer & Co have a mine on this land, but at present are doing^ 
nothing. They, however, expect to resume operations in a short time. 

Daugherty, Davey cfc Daugherty — This firm operates what is known 
as the " Cornfield mines," located at Carterville. The mines are steadily 
producing ore, and are drained principally by string pumps operated 
at the main plant of Daugherty & Davey, located on the Ealer land 
adjoining this property. There are two complete plants on this pro- 
perty, each consisting of crushers, rolls and steam jigs, one of which 
is owned by the Elliott company, of Zanesville, Ohio, at which 20 men 
are employed, and the other one is owned by J. W. Freeman, of Joplin, 
with 20 men employed. 

The other operators on this land are : Luke & Burlingame, employ- 
ing 10 men ; Zetner & Lutz, employing 10 men ; Daugherty, Davis & 
Co., employing 9 men ; Zogg & Co., employing 6 men. 

The average depth of shafts is about 150 feet. 

Davey, Tower <& Co. — Mines are located at Carterville, and were 
formerly known as the South Carterville Mining Co. At date of our 
visit, the mines were not entirely free from the effects of the spring 
rains. Work was not attempted in the deeper ore, which has- greatly 
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lessened the amoant of mineral, which would otherwise have been 
prodaced on this property. 

There are two plants on this land doing custom work and cleaning 
tailings. 

J. M. Stamp has a custom crusher which prepares the rough stuff 
from the mines for the jigs. 

Boydson & Johnson have a plant consisting of crusher, rolls and 
jigs, which was at the time we visited the mines running on tailings 
that had \)een left from hand-jigs, with fair results. 

Poundstone & Sons have a complete plant, consisting of crusher, 
rolls and steam-jigs. 

HafPord & Go. operate a mine, have a steam hoister and employ 
11 men. 

Eleventh Hour Mining company — ^H. H. Ayler, secretary. The mines 
of this company are located at Carterville. The increased production 
of this company during the past year reaches astonishing proportions. 
For the year ending June 30, 1891, the total production of the mines 
amounted to $82,561, while the product for the past year amounts to 
^343,359, showing an increase in one year of nearly 316^^. It is now 
the second largest producer in Jasper county. When one considers 
the increased expense attending the sinking of a shaft on this property, 
as compared with other property, owing to the depth a shaft has to be 
flunk before the paying ore is reached, it is a little surprising to 
understand why 76 men should be prospecting, unless great promise of 
continued increase and prosperity possessed them. There are 18 mines 
producing ore with an average depth of shafts of 150 feet, and 206 men 
employed. The following are the principal sub-operators on this pro- 
perty : 

Ayler Bros., Stewart & Son, Hay den & Rowe, Stevenson & Co., 
Stewart, Rule & Co., Harden, Smith & Co., and Shoenberger & Zogg. 
All of the above named have concentrating and cleaning works, nearly 
all of which have been erected during the past year. The equipment 
on this property is not excelled in the district. ' 

Garrison Lead and Zinc company — O. F. Garrison, president. 
Mines located in Webb City. The company has eight producing mines 
with shafts averaging 160 feet, and employing 40 men. Twenty other 
men are prospecting on this property. The improvements during the 
year has been the addition of another engine, crusher and rolls. At 
date of our visit water was being pumped from the mines about the 
main plant, while the mines at Sucker Flat an^ other portions of the 
property were producing considerable ore. 
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Houghton & Son — This mine is located on a town lot in Sucker 
Flat, within the city limits of Webb ^ City. They have one mine pro- 
ducing ore, with shaft 130 feet in depth, and employing 18 men. 

Keller Mining company — The mines are located southwest of and 
near the city limits of Webb City. Three mines are producing, with 
shafts varying in depth from 155 to 180 feet, and employing 15 men. 
New shafts have been sunk and new pumps put in during the past year. 

J. F. Lewis — This mine is located on a town lot in Sucker Flat in 
the city limits of Webb City. One mine, with a shaft 150 feet deep, is 
producing ore, and employs 15 men. It has a steam-plant. 

Minneapolis and Wehh City Mining company — J. S. Thombs, mana- 
ger. This is a new company. iSo report of ore for past year is made : 
prospecting was being carried on only. At the time of our visit, June 
1892, two shafts were well down. Since that, and under date of July 
23, 1892, we have report from the company^ which states that a good 
body of zinc ore had been opened up. 

Motley Mining company — George Warne, superintendent. Mines 
located within the city limits of Carterville. Two mines are being 
operated, with shafts of an average depth of 150 feet. At the time of 
our visit 36 men were employed at the mines and 10 men prospecting* 
Both lead and zinc ores are mined, with the zinc ore largely in excess 
of the other ore. The plant of the company is very complete. 

Mound City Mining company -^JjoniB Helm, superintendent. Mines 
located near Carterville. The company has a 40-acre lease of the Con- 
nor land. The pumping and hoisting plant is very good, and a new 
concentrating plant will be erected, we are informed, as soon as the 
ore body, is suflBciently opened up. The ore is said to be of good 
quality, and the prospect encouraging. This property adjoins the 
Cherokee and but a short distance from the Victor mine. Good ore 
has been struck in shaft No. 1, and is now producing regularly. 

Nevada Mining company — W. H. Keeler, superintendent. The 
mines are located at Webb City. When running, two mines are ope- 
rated, employing 26 men. At the time of our visit but little work other 
than scrapping in the old and caved ground was engaged in, as the 
water was up and the company waiting for ground to be drained. 

Noble Mining company — The mines of this company are located in 
Sucker Flat, within the city limits of Webb City. The property belongs 
to General Noble, of St. Louis. Three mines are producing, 25 men 
being employed, and both lead and zinc ores mined, the first of which 
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is fotind at a depth of 40 feet, while the zinc is mined at a depth of 180 
feet. It has a very good plant, consisting of steam-jigs, pumps, etc. 

W, B. Perry land — W. B. Perry, proprietor and superintendent. 
The mines of the above are located at Carterville, adjoining the Elev- 
enth Hour Mining Co.'s lands. Operations were commenced this year, 
or about January, 1892. The plant and buildings are new. The ^S^orth 
Star Mine on this land is operated by Kirk, Terry & Co. and is produc- 
ing steadily. 

Richland Mining company — J. M. Waugh, superintendent. This 
is a new company, with its mine located at Carterville. The plant was 
erected and operations commenced about August 1, 1891, It has a 
very good jig plant, and runs two shifts. The hoisting plant is one of 
the most complete to be found in the district, using single cages, similar 
to those used at coal mines, and operated by a good engine. One shaft 
of 145 feet in depth is being worked, with 50 men employed in and 
about the mines. There are 15 men prospecting upon the property. 

Rising Sun Mining company — A. B. McKee, superintendent. Mine 
located near Carterville, on the Connor land. This is a new mine, and 
has been operated but a short time. It has a complete plant, and 21 
men are employed. One shaft is operated, producing zinc ore only, 
which is said to be of good quality. 

A. T. Steelman cfc Oo. — Mine located on a town lot, in Sucker Flat, 
in the city limits of Webb City. One mine is being operated, produc- 
ing both lead and zinc, with 12 men employed. 

Tiffin Mining company — This company has a 10-acre lease of the 
Connor land near Carterville. The mine is a new one, no ore having 
been sold during the past year. The shaft is in a good body of min- 
eral at a depth of 200 feet. 

Tower, JDavey cfc Co, — The mines are located at Carterville, and are 
what was formerly known as the North Carterville Mining Co. When 
running, seven mines with shafts of an average depth of 130 feet are 
operated, employing 50 men, and produce both lead and zinc ores. 
These mines have been good producers, although at the time of our 
visit but little work was being done, due principally to the water cov- 
ering the lower ground and some cave-ins. The few men fonnd at 
work were scrapping. 

Troup Mining company — S. H. Cobb, general manager. Mines 
located at the town of Prosperity, in the Carterville district. Six 
mines, having shafts of an average depth of 186^ feet, are operated, 
employing 132 men. The plant is a very good one. The company has 
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tnade a large increase iA its production over the preceding year, 
amounting to 57%, which likely would have shown very muc*h greater 
iiad it not been for a serious accident occurring last spring, in Vhich 
one of its mines was ruined by a cave-in, and the burning of its con- 
centrating works at the same time. A further notice of this accident 
may be seen by referring to accidents in lead and zinc mines. After 
the necessary cleaning up and the rebuilding of its plant, still greater 
increase for the coming year is confidently expected. 

Victor Mining company — Thomas R. Oobb, secretary. Mines are 
located on a 40-acre lease of what is known as the Connor land, situ- 
ated near the two cities of Oarterville and Webb City. Two mines, 
with shafts averaging 195 feet in depth, are operated, giving employ- 
ment to 57 men, and producing zinc ore only. It has a' complete steam- 
jig plant at each shaft. A new shaft is being sunk midway between 
the two now operated. Mining has been confined to but two lots, and 
•considering the small number of shafts operated, it is one of the larg- 
est producers in the district. We understand that a three-fourths 
interest in the company was sold a short time since to some parties 
from Ohio for $75,000. The increase of the production for the past 
year over the one preceding amounts to 75%. 

J. N, Wilson & Bro, — Own a large tract of land adjoining Webb 
Oity on the northwest, upon which a deposit of bituminous coal occurs. 
It was opened during the past year, first by shaft, then by stripping 
the overlying clay and quarrying out the coal. The deposit is said 
to extend over about 4 acres and is reported to be 5 J feet in thickness. 

During the past year 2123 tons of coal were produced, valued at 
#4246. 

The report from this mine was not received at the office until after 
our statii^tical tables on coal mines had been closed, and for that rea- 
son it was not included in the table. 

SCOTLAND POSTOFFICB. 

Burch Mining company — Mines located at Scotland, 6^ miles east 
of Joplin. Three mines, with shafts averaging 140 feet in depth, are 
operated, employing 19 men. The equipment is good, consisting of 
■engines, boilers, pumps, crushers, rolls and steam-jigs. At date of our 
inspection very little was being done except pumping water prepara- 
tory to a fresh start. Speed Bros, are the principal operators on this 
property. 
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ZINOITE POS'ioFFIOB. 

eA Copley Mines — Mines located at West Hollow, soath of Zineite^ 
and embraced in a 13-acre lease of the Lewellyn land. Two mines^ 
with shafts averaging 95 feet in depth, are being operated. 

The plant consists of engines, boilers, pumps, crashers, steam* 
jigs and hoisters. Twenty-one men are employed. 

Oretchen Lead and Zinc company — Mines located at Bast Hollow^ 
near Zincite. Two mines, with shafts having an average depts of 125' 
feet, are operated^ employing 22 men, and equipped with a steam plant. 
At the time of our visit the mines were not running, and but little 
other than prospecting had been done during the spring. 

Hoff Mining company — Mine located at Zincite. We found at the 
time of our visit to the mine that but little had been done since the 
spring rains. One mine with shaft 80 feet deep, when running gives, 
employment to 14 men. The mine is equipped with a complete steam 
plant. 

Knohle Mining company — Mines located at Zincite. Three mines^ 
with shafts averaging 90 feet in depth, are operated, and employ 21 
men, and equipped with a good steam plant. During the past year two 
new shafts have been put down and a new steam bolster put in. The 
company has not fully recovered from the effects of afire, which caused 
considerable delay. In addition to the mines operated by the company^ 
Messrs. DeGraff & Watkins are also operating a mine. 

Mineral OreeJc Lead and Mining company — Mines located at Sher- 
wood, near Zincite. One mine, having a shaft 150 feet deep, has been 
operated. During the year the shaft has been sunk deeper and new 
pumps put in. The mines are now under new management. 

Pat Murphy Land — Mines are located at Zincite. Two mines hav- 
ing shafts averaging 75 feet in depth have been operated, and employed 
18 men. Very little has been done of late except prospecting. 

St Charles Lead and Zinc company — N. G. Douglas, superintendent. 
This company owns 80 acres of land near Zincite. Quite a number of 
mines have been opened on this property, but for the past three years- 
have been idle. 

The company is now engaged remodeling and overhauling all 
machinery, etc., and intend putting in new tram-ways at once, as well 
as making other improvements. 

Standard Lead and Zinc Mining company — Mr. Dangerfield, super- 
intendent. Mines located near Bell ville, in Zincite dii^trict, on a 67-acre 



Digitized by 



Googk 



STATE MINE INSPECTOR. 213 

tract owned by the company. There are 5 mines, having shafts of an 
average depth of 150 feet, being operated, producing zinc ore, and 
-employing 70 men. It has a steam plant, consisting of 2 engines, 2 
boilers, 2 pumps and 2 sets steam-jigs. D. 0. McConey is operating 
two lots on this property. 

West Hollow Mining company — Mines located on the Brooks land 
near Zincite. The plant consists of 6 boilers, 4 pumps, 2 crushers and 
2 steam-jig plants. Shafts average 100 feet in depth, and zinc ore 
only is produced. Forty-five men are employed. This company claims 
to be the original West Hollow Mining Co. At the time of our visit, 
but little work was being done on account of water. 

West Hollow Lead and Zino Mining company — Mines located near 
Zincite. There are 6 mines having shafts of an average depth of 105 
feet, and when running employ 60 men, producing both lead and zinc 
ores. The plant consists of 4 boilers, 4 pumps, 2 crushers and 1 plant 
of steam-jigs. At the time of our visit, the mines were not being 
operated. 



JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

Production, 412 tons lea<i, 2075 tons zinc ores. 
The output of both lead and zinc ores has shown a slight de- 
crease in this county during the past year, as compared with the 
report of the preceding year. That report showed the output to have 
been 497 tons of lead orie and 2116 tons of silicate of zinc, while this 
report gives the product at 412 tons lead ore and 2075 tons of silicate 
of zinc. 

VALLE MINES POSTOFFIOE. 

Valle Mining company — L. J. Bozier, manager, and J. M. Appel- 
berry, mining superintendent. 

This company owns a very large tract of mineral land lying in 
Jefferson and St. Francois counties, upon which a great many small 
mines have been or are being worked. Both lead ore and silicate of 
zinc are fonnd. Two Scotch hearths and one calcine furnace are located 
upon the propert;^ near the mines, where the lead ore is smelted into 
pigs before shipping to market. The silicate is first roasted in the cal- 
•cine furnace, then shipped to the Glendale zinc works at Carondeletto 
be smelted. 

A rich deposit of galena was struck last fall, about one-fourth of 
a mile southwest of Yalle mines station, and known as the "Cornstalk 
^&gg\Tig8J^ Indications of the ore were found in a railroad cut at the 
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time the road was being built, which led to the development of the 
deposit. The ore here is found from the surface to a depth of 50 feet,. 
and the ore runs are sometimes found 15 to 18 inches in thickness 
although 6 or 8 inches is probably the average. 

The " Garratee " diggings are located about three miles southwest 
of Yalle Mine postoffice. They consist of eight shafts, five or six of 
which were in operation at date of inspection { May 25, '92). Shaft No^r 
6 is the principal producer ; it is 135 feet deep and has penetrated three 
runs of mineral, the first at a depth of 60, the second at 95, and the 
third at 135 feet. The fissures or openings which contain the ore are 
found running in every direction, sometimes crossing each other, or 
one may branch off into two or three leads, and often it occurs that a 
round perpendicular opening is found ^hich throws the run of ore up- 
or down as the case may be. These round '' chimneys," as they are 
called by the miners, often contain a large amount of galena. 

About 2} miles southeast of these mines, and probably 2 miles- 
southwest of the lead furnace, are located the " zinc mines,'' as they 
are locally called, owing to the fact that they produce all the silicate of 
zinc mined upon the company's property. 

These mines are situated in St. Francois county, but as the com- 
pany's oflftce and other mines are in Jefferson county they are reported 
under the latter. Several of these mines were in operation at the time 
of our visit, employing from 2 to 4 men in each shaft. The depth at 
which the ore is found below the surface depends largely upon the 
point of the hill at which the shaft is sunk. Some ore has been found 
near the surface, while further up the hill it was necessary to sink 180 
and 190 feet to reach it. 

The company does not employ miners, but it gives them permission 
to mine upon th^ property, purchasing their output and paying the 
market value of 400 pounds of lead at St. Louis for 1000 pounds ot 
lead ore at mines, and $6 per ton for silicate of zinc. 

About 125 to 130 men and boys are employed in and about the 25 
shafts which are in operation. 



LAWRENCE COUNTY. 
Production , 5720.9D tons lead ore ; 13, 861 .28 in zinc ore. 
Lawrence county is a very important mineral-producing county.. 
It now ranks second in the production of zinc ore and third in lead^ 
The oatput for the year just closed compares favorably with the report 
for the preceding year; while the output of zinc ore has shown a de- 
crease, the production of lead ore has exceeded largely any previouft 
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year in the history of the county, being 5720.90 tons against 4461.61 
tons for the preceding year, showing an increase of 1259.29 tons, and 
for the same period in 1891, the zinc production was 15,352.62 tons, 
while this report shows the output to have been 13,861.28 tons, a de- 
crease of 491.34 tons. The average value of zinc ore in the report of 
1891 was given at $15.28 per ton, while lead ore was reported at $51.78. 
This report shows the average value of zinc ore to have been $16.11, 
and $46.17 for lead ore. 

It will be observed that zinc ore is reported at a much less figure 
than in some other counties of the State. This is due to the large per 
cent of silicate of zinc produced, an ore worth only a little more than 
half that of zinc blende. We give below a partial description and loca- 
tion of each important company. 

AURORA. POSTOFFIOE. 

Aurora Zino company — The property of this company is located 
about 1 mile east of Aurora. The ore-producing mines located upon 
it are operated by the following named companies: 

Big Bonanza — Shaft equipped with fair hoisting machinery, and a 
complete concentrating plant is in use. It furnishes employment to 
about 22 men. 

The Idttle Bonanza — Is also equipped with a good concentrating 
plant and hoisting machinery. It gives employment to about 18 men. 

The Independent Mining company and Hoffard cfc Pedke — Each 
employ about 28 to 30 men. Both mines are equipped with steam 
bolsters. The ore is obtained at a depth of about 70 feet below the 
surface. 

Frank Berry — Mines are located near Aurora. At date of our 
visit four mines were in operation, furnishing employment to about 20 
men. Both silicate and lead ores are found at an average depth of 35 
feet. 

Black Land Mining company — Jacob Thielen, superintendent. This 
company's property adjoins the city of Aurora on the northeast. At 
date of inspection 12 ore-producing mines were in operation, the aver- 
age depths of which are about 65 feet. 

These 12 mines furnish employment to about 91 men and boys, and 
during the past year the property has produced $75,474 worth of min- 
eral, being the second largest ore-producing company in the county. 

Both lead and zinc ores are produced, with lead ore largely pre- 
dominating. 
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The principal ore-producing mines are operated by Plumb & Wil- 
liams, A. D. Johnson, Hall & Frvy, Baker & Co,, App^e & Son. 

Brinkerhoff Mining companj^—F. H. BrinkerhofiF, president. Mines 
are located about 1 miles east of Aurora station, upon a 7acre tract of 
land. At date ol inspection 5 ore-producing shafts were being operated ; 
the average depths of these shafts are about 90 feet. The Nickel Plate 
and^the Summit City companies, which are located upon the land, each 
have a complete cqncentrating plant, consisting of crusher, rolls and 
steam-jigs; and the little Summet mine is equipped with a crusher, but 
employs hand-jigs to clean the ore. A large concentrating plant is being 
erected upon the land by Messrs. Merrill & Winslow. 

There are about 75 men employed in and about the ore-producing 
mines and 10 employed prospecting. 

Cleveland and Aurora Mineral Land company — Mining property 
is located near Aurora. It consists of the mines formerly operated by 
the Missouri Mining Co., Stewart Mining Co. and Yance Mining Co., 
and is by far the largest ore-producing property in the county. At 
date of inspection (August 1892), about 17 ore- producing shafts were 
in operation, furnishing employment to 99 men and boys. The prin- 
cipal ore-producing mines are operated by John Wilson, Irby & Bu- 
chanan, Valley Queen, Wilson & Paynor, Ruby & Co., Reynolds & Co., 
Johnson & Son, Johnson Bros. & Co., Wallace & Co., France & See- 
born and Stone & Ramsey. 

We are informed by the oflBcials of the company that from the 
present indications, the output for the coming year will exceed that of 
the one just past. 

0. M. Dayton — Mines located about one-half mile west of Aurora. 
The principal ore produced upon this property is found near the sur- 
face — the average depth of the shafts not exceeding 35 feet. Silicate 
of zinc, dry bone and galena ores are found, but that of silicate in the 
largest quantities. 

At the date our statistics were collected, 7 ore-producing shafts 
were in operation, furnishing employment to 31 men. 

Decatur Lead and Zinc company — Geo. Van Riper, superintendent. 
The property of this company adjoins the city of Aurora on the north- 
east. Some of the most valuable shafts upon the land have been flooded 
with water a portion of the past year, which greatly retarded the work- 
ings. The five ore-producing mines which are in operation furnish 
employment to 23 men. These mines are operated by W. J. Singer, 
Equitable Mining Co., John Schnure, Welton & Co. and L. Monday. 
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•8. 0. Elliott — Property adjoins Aurora on the west. Ore was 
struck upon this land about one year ago, and at this date, August, 
1892, 4 ore-producing shafts are in operation. The mineral is found 
from 20 to 60 feet below the surface. 

Kentucky Mining company. — Geo. Van Riper, superintendent. The 
property of this company is located about 1 mile east of Aurora station, 
«nd is the third largest ore-producing property in the county. During 
the past year considerable prospecting was done and zinc ore found at 
^ depth of 160 feet, while the shafts producing the bulk of the output 
do not exceed 90 to 105 feet in depth. 

At date of inspection 9 shafts were in operation, famishing employ- 
ment to 73 men. The more important mines upon the land are ope- 
rated by The Little Rustler Co., Line Shaft Co., Campbell & Co., 
Hoosier Mining Co., Oarlin & Co., Stratton & Co., Young & Co. and 
Wickwire & Co. The Little Rustler Co.'s plant is equipped with a good 
concentrating plant, consisting of crusher, rolls and steam-jigs. 

T. J. Liles — Mining property is located at Aurora, and is the fourth 
in order of production in the county. But the output during the past 
few months has been comparatively small, owing to the heavy rains 
last spring flooding the mines. Only one mine, Williams & Co., was in 
operation at date of inspection. It famishes employment to 10 men. 

Louisville Zinc and Lead Mining and Smelting company — The 
property of the company adjoins the city of Aurora on the east. At 
date of inspection 7 shafts were in operation, furnishing employment 
to about 21 men. These mines, like many others in the vicinity, suf- 
fered greatly from the heavy rains daring the spring, which retarded 
the work and from which cause the mine operators have not fully 
recovered. But we are informed that the company hopes to have the 
ground thoroughly drained in a short time and mining operations pros- 
ecuted as before. 

Midland Mining company — Geo. Yan Riper, superintendent. Mines 
located in the vicinity of Aurora. This company also report that the 
spring rains have greatly hindered the operations of their mines, but 
49tate that the present indications point to a more prosperous year for 
1892 and 1893. 

The principal ore-producing mines are operated by J. A. Byers 
and Ray & Co. 

Both silicate of zinc and lead ores are foand, but the silicate is 
in the largest quantity. 

Nevada Oem Mining company — E. Emmons, superintendent. This 
property adjoins Aurora on the southeast. 
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Dry bone (lead ore) is the only ore thus far produced. It m 
found in the clay near the surface — none of the shafts exceeding '3S 
feet in depth. From 10 to 15 men are employed. 

Ifew YorJc Land and Mining company— Geo. Van Riper, superin- 
tendent. Mines located at Aurora. At date of inspection no actual 
mining was being done, but there were 8 men prospecting, and we are^ 
informed by the superintendent that prospect shafts will be sunk ta 
the depth of "200 feet during the coming year. 

OzarJc Range Mining company-^G. F. Johnston, superintendent* 
The property is located about J of a mile east of Aurora. At date of 
inspection two mines were in operation upon the land, one operated by 
the company and the other by Hays City Mining Oo. These mines 
are equipped with a good concentrating plant, consisting of crushers^ 
rolls and jigs. These two shafts, together with the concentrating plant,, 
furnish employment to 18 men and boys. 

Binker Lead and Zinc company— J, L. Binker superintendent. This 
company's property adjoins the city of Aurora on the east, and ia 
classed as one of the county's large producers. At the time theee 
statistics were collected, 15 shafts were reported as producing ore^ 
the average depth of which is about 50 feet Silicate of zinc, dry-bone 
and galena ores are found, but the silicate largely predominates^ 
There are 75 men employed in and about the 15 shafts. 

SehmooJc Mining company, — O. Schmook superintendent. These^ 
mines are located upon a 40-acre tract of land, Ijing one and one fourth 
mile northeast of Aurora. 

Ore was first struck upon the land in January 189i, since which 
time $20,779 worth of mineral has been produced. At date of our 
visit, 8 ore-producing shafts were in operation, furnishing employment 
to about 75 men. 

Zinc blende, silicate of zinc, and galena ores are found. 

The names of the parties operating the mines are as follows : 

Costs & Co., Furby & Co., Apple and Tate, Cook and Nathan, 
Yan Frank & Co., Span & Co., Spell & Scott, and Monogue & Oo. 

8t Louis-Aurora Mining company — L. 0. Hubbell superintendent. 
Property is located about H naile east of Aurora. Ore was struck 
upon the land about one year ago, since which time the mines have 
developed into and are classed as large ore-producers of the county. 
The product is hoisted from two shafjs, each of which is equipped 
with good hoisting machinery. We made a careful examination of the 
inside workings and hoisting appliances October 18, 1892, and found 
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the mines well ventilated, and in reasonably good condition. Thirty 
men are employed. 

Seamore Mining company — Chas. A. Eeed, superintendent. Mines 
located about 1} mile north of the Aurora railway station. At date 
of inspection five shafts were producing ore, the depth of the shafts, 
varying from 40 to 60 feet; both lead and zinc ores are fouhd, and we 
are informed by the superintendent that a small coal pocket has alsa 
been encountered, at a depth of 80 feet. 

Harry Wood Mining company — Mines are now idle and have been 
during the past year, but the company continues to operate its concen- 
trating plant. 

PEIRCB CITY. 

Peirce Mining company — Mr. Mark Patton, manager. Mine located 
three-fourthfS of a mile northeast of Wentworth. Steam plant; shaft 
110 feet deep. The mine is equipped with a good concentrating plants 
consisting of crushers, rolls and steam-jigs. We made an examination 
of the machinery and inside workings October 14, 1892, and found the 
mine well drained and in good condition. Silicate of zinc and zinc 
blende are the only ores obtained. Seventeen men and boys are em- 
ployed. 

A number of other ore-producing mines have recently been opened 
in this vicinity, and from the present outlook Wentworth will become a^ 
very important ore-producing camp in a few years. 

Mines have recently been opened about eight miles west of Mt, 
Vernon, on the Statts estate. The property is known as the Statts City 
Mines. One shaft is in operation ; it is 115 feet deep, equipped with 
steam hoister, crushers, rolls and hand-jigs. Seventy tons of zinc 
ore have been produced during the past year, valued at $22.50 per ton. 
Wm. Eobinson is superintendent. 



MADISON COUNTY. 

Production, 4403 tons lead ore. 
Rowland Hazard — J. D. Sanders, superintendent. Mine located 
at Mine LaMotte, about 4 miles northeast of Fredericktown. This 
gentleman owns a very large tract of mineral land in this vicinity, upon 
which this plant is located, and the mines are among the oldest, if not 
the oldest, in the State. Three mines are in operation, varying in depth 
from 100 to 150 feet. The ore now being worked is found disseminated 
in magnesian limestone, although, in formeryears, a great deal of very 
high-grade galena ore was obtained in the clay near the surface^ 
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After the ore-bearing rock has been mined, it is hoisted and con- 
yeyed to the concentrating works and crushed, then passed through 
the rolls, thence to the jigs. Here the ore is separated from the waste 
rock by jigging in water, and the tailings or waste rock are hauled off 
and dumped, while the ore is taken to the calcining furnaces and 
roasted in order to drive off the sulphur and other impurities contained 
in it. From here it is conveyed to the smelting furnaces and smelted 
into pig lead, after which it is ready for market. 

This plant, including dressing-works, machine-shop, furnaces and 
mines, furnishes employment to about 292 men and boys, 120 of whom 
are employed at the mines, and whose wages vary from $1.16 to $1.75 
per day. 

We made an inspection of these mines May 30, 1892, from which 
the following report is made : 

Mine Nos. 1 and 2 — Are both in operation, but all the ore is hoisted 
out of No. 1, which is equipped with fair machinery for hoisting the 
product. 

A good ladder is erected in !N^o. 2, which affords an escape for the 
workmen in case of an accident to the main shaft or machinery. 

The ore is worked on two levels, one 45 and the other 100 feet 
below the surface. 

The roof is of a hard limestone formation, which is supported by 
pillars, which are left for that purpose as the situation demands. 

From 80 to 90 men and two mules are employed. The mines are 
well ventilated and in good condition. 

Mine JTo. 4 — Shaft is 137 feet deep andequipped with good machin- 
ery for hoisting the ore, and the cage is constructed with safety catches 
and cover over same as the law requires. 

An escapement shaft has been sunk and equipped with a good 
ladder. The overlying roof, like that in Nos. 1 and 2, is good, and the 
mine is well ventilated and in good condition. 

Mine No, 5 — Is a steam plant also, and is the deepest shaft ope- 
rated by the company, being 150 feet deep. All the work being done 
at date of inspection was confined to the drawing of pillars, and for 
that reason no inspection was made of the inside workings. 
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MILLER COUNTY. 



Production, 25.10 tons lead ore. 

Miller County Mining and Smelting company — P; F. Hauenstein, 
of Tascambia, secretary. This company owns a small lead furnace, 
located about 7 miles north of Tuscumbia, where all the ore produced 
in the county is smelted. The ore is mined by so many different par- 
ties, and in such small quantities, that we thought best to secure the 
output through the Smelting Company, the secretary of which has 
kindly furnished the information. 

The ore is usually found in the clay, near the surface, or in shallow 
shafts, and is a high-grade galena, which we are told produces from 70 
to 72% pig-lead, even in their crude furnace. 

The principal ore-producers are : L. E. Milton, David Albertson, 
John Shackles, Jas. Melton, A. M. Buster, and Bennett Roberts, all of 
Tuscumbia; Ed. Spalding, Spring Garden, and Robert Pinkston, Plea- 
sant Mount. 



MORGAN COUNXr. 
Two or three years ago, considerable prospecting for lead and zinc 
ore was being done 6 or 7 miles southwest of Versailles, but the enter- 
prise seems to have been abandoned, as no ores have been reported 
from the county during the past year, and^we understand that no min- 
ing is now being prosecuted in that vicinity. We are informed that 
the old Bluff Springs mines, located near Akinsville, have been sold to 
Thos. A. Russell and others, of St. Louis, who have erected a 65 horse- 
power boiler, Oook pump, new hoister, and are now sinking a shaft 
which is down 130 feet, passing through paying ore. The zinc blende 
which is found at these mines is rich, therefore commands a good price 
in market. It is said that about $15,000 worth of zinc ore has been 
produced at these mines, but none during the past year. 



NEWTON COUNTY. 

Production, 1249.63 tons lead ore, 8342.75 tons zinc ore. 

This county stands fourth in the order of ore-production. Her 

principal mines are located near Joplin, along the northern border of the 

county ; Seneca and Racine, in the western part of the county, and at 
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Oranby. More than one-half of its entire mineral output was pro- 
duced at the latter place by the Granby Mining and Smelting Co. 

Prospecting is continually going on at different places thoughout 
the county. At Wentworth, several paying shafts have rcently been 
flunk and are now being opened up, and we are informed that consid- 
erable prospecting and some fair developments have been made in the 
vicinity of Newtonia. 

During the past year 1249.63 tons of lead ore and 8342.75 tons of 
zinc ore were produced, aggregating a valuation of $227,587.96. 

The average price per ton received for the lead ore was $44.06, 
while the zinc ore was sold at an average of $20.68 per ton. 

The report for the preceding year shows the output to have been 
1504.60 tons lead ore and 7900.70 tons zinc ore, the aggregate value of 
which was $210,723.70 — thus showing an increase of 442.05 tons of 
zinc ore, while the lead ore has shown a decrease of 254.97 tons. 

GEANBY POSTOPPICE. 

Oranhy Mining and Smelting company — Mr. John Kingston, super- 
intendent. This company owns large tracts of mineral lands lying in 
Newton and Jasper counties, the product from which adds largely to 
the output of lead and zinc ores, each year, from Southwest Missouri. 

The tract upon which the mines of this company are located is 
situated at Granby. 

This property has been producing large quantities of ore for many 
years, and from the present outlook will continue to do so for some 
time to come. Mining is conducted on the same general principle here 
as at Joplin and other places throughout the southwestern part of the 
State, in this, that the land-owner gives mining privileges or a lease to 
those desiring to mine upon the property, and charges a certain fixed 
per cent as royalty on all ores produced. Mr. Kingston, the superin- 
tendent, often takes an interest in mining lots with the miners in order 
to encourage them and to develop ^the property. At date of inspec- 
tion about 40 shafts were being operated, varying from 50 to 100 
feet in depth. 

These shafts furnish employment to about 164 men and boys; 
besides, there are probably that many more prospecting upon the land. 

Both lead and zinc ores are found, with the zinc ore predominat- 
ing. All ores are cleaned at the company's concentrating plant, and 
the lead ore reduced at the mines by two Scotch hearth furnaces, but 
the zinc ore is shipped to Pittsburg, Kansas, to be smelted. 
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The principal mines which were in actual operation at date of 
inspection ( September 1892 ) are as follows : 



Name of operator or compaay. 



Men 
employed 



Mach'ry in use 



Boilers. 



Pumps 



Adkins& Co 

Adkins & Brewer ♦. . 

Amott & Chester 

Bailey &Co 

Burney<fc Co 

Carlyon & Co 

Enery & Co 

Oreen & Brewer , 

Hyde & Co 

Johnson & Mesplay 

Kincannon & BeU 

LittenA Co 

Meddows & Co 

Parker& Co 

Rambeau & Co 

Richardson & Co 

Seathers & Co 

Spangle & Skaggs 

Thomas* Wood..^ 

Trent & Hood 

Trout & Co 

Woodcock & Turner 

Walker & Co 

Winchester & Johnson 

Woodcock & Patterson — 



4 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4 

5 

5 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4 

3 



1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



JOPLIN POSTOFFIOE ( JASPER COUNTY). 

JEmilie Zinc company — A. A. Sewall general manager. This prop- 
erty adjoins the Empire zinc company's land on the south. At date 
of inspection, two shafts were producing ore, both of which are 
equipped with steam bolsters. The two mines furnish employment to 
about 17 men. 
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FairbanJc's Mine — Located about 3 miles southwest of Joplin, and 
just south of the Jasper county line. 

Two shafts were producing ore at the time our information was 
collected, furnishing employment to 14 men. We are informed that 
the company is now putting in a new steam pump, and preparing to 
sink deeper. The ore now being, worked is found at a depth of 60 
feet. 

McClelland and Maupin — Prospecting about 3 miles southwest of 
Joplin. They have mined some lead ore, which was found at a depth, 
of about 60 feet. 

Norton Land cfe Mining company — Mines located in Newton county^ 
just soth of the Jasper county line. 

The mines were closed down last spring, and have been idle ever 
since. Zinc is the only ore reported as having been produced ; it was 
found at a depth of about 110 feet. 

Roaring Springs Land and Mining company — E. Hedburg, super- 
intendent. Mines located about 4 miles southwest of Joplin, in what 
is known as Gordon hollow. The report of these mines shows a large 
increase in the production over the preceding year, and more activity 
has been manifested in tlie development of new mines than heretofore,, 
aud we are advised that the prospects are good for the coming year. 

Two concentrating plants are in operation upon the land, consisting^ 
of crushers, rolls and jigs. 

The principal lease-holders who were operating mines upon the 
land at date of inspection (August 1892) are as follows : 



cr 

80 






o 



Machinery. 



Boilers. 



Pamps. 



Davison & Brown. . 

Crane & Co 

Graham & Malony . 
E. Hedburg <!k Co.. 
Joplin Herald Co.. 

Lacky & Sons 

Lee & Alegar 

Maxfleld<& Miller.. 
Stewart & Murphy 
Wheeler & Co 



60 
36 
75 
70 
30 
60 
75 
70 
60 
75 



8 
10 

6 
10 

8 
15 
10 

8 

9 
12 
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From the foregoing table, it will be seen that the ore is obtained 
in shafts varying from 30 to 75 feet in depth ; from which we infer that 
a comparatively small amount of capital is necessary to sink and equip 
a shaft for operation upon this property. 

Both lead and zinc ores are found, but the zinc is found in the 
greatest quantities. 

Scotia Mining compang — Col. H. H. Gregg manager. This prop- 
erty is located about 4 miles southwest of Joplin. Mines were opened 
upon this land last November, and at date of inspection (August 1892) ^ 
five shafts were producing ore, and furnishing employment to about 
37 men. l!he ores are found at a depth of about 50 feet below the 
surface. ^ 

The names of the parties operating these mines are as follows : 
Oaney & Co., Cowan & Stewart, 0. 0. Kidder and Frye & Jac- 
cayd. ^ All these companies use horse bolsters, except 0. 0. Kidder, 
who uses a windlass, and Frye and Jaccard who employ steam power. 
The mines produce both lead and zinc ores, but the zinc largely pre- 
dominates. 

Tan-yard Hollow — Murphy & McOracken, proprietors and man- 
agers. Mines located a few miles southwest of Joplin. At date of 
inspection, three shafts were in operation, furnishing employment to 
about 19 men. Ore is found at a depth of about 60 feet. 

This report has been erroneously tabulated in the statistical table 
under Jasper county, in place of Newton county, and the mistake was 
not observed until it was too late to make the correction. 

NBWTONIA POSTOFFIOB. 

K. D. F. Mining company — We are in receipt of a letter from Mr. 
David Kilgore, manager of the above named company, stating that 
their company has one shaft, which is producing considerable silicate 
of zinc and lead ore ; he also reports other ore- producing mines upon 
the land which are now idle. 

Considerable prospecting is being carried on in section 1, town- 
ship 25, range 30, by The Ritchey Ranch Mining Company, and several 
prospect shafts have been sunk in section 15, by the Newtonia Yalley 
Mining Company. 

BAOINB POSTOFFICE. 

Henderson Mining company — R. I. Henderson, superintendent. 
Mine located in section 1, township 26, and range 33. Only one mine 
is reported as being in operation. It is 50 feet deep, and furnishes 

16— M 
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employment to 6 or 8 men. Mr. Henderson writes us that they have 
sunk a shaft to a depth of 90 feet, and encountered good ore at that 
depth, but states that before extensive mining can be carried on, 
heavy pumping machinery will have to be employed to drain the ground. 
Both l^ad and zinc ores are found. 

SA.aiNAW POSTOFFIOE. 

Saginaw Lead and Zinc company — John Eeinmiller, manager. This 
property is located at Saginaw postoffice. 

The output has been small during the past year, owing to the heavy 
rains during the spring flooding the mines ; but we are informed that 
the company will soon erect more pumping machinery, after which, it 
is thought, mining will progress more satisfactorily. Two shafts are 
now in operation, each of which is about 30 feet in depth. 

SENECA POSTOFFIOE. 

Seneca Lead and Zinc company — Charles Huber, manager. Mines 
located about IJ mile east of Seneca. 

Two shafts are in operation, each of which is 120 feet in depth. 
Both lead ore and silicate of zinc are being mined, but the silicate is 
found in the greatest quantities. The plant is equipped with a complete 
concentrating plant, hoisting engine, steam pumps etc. It furnishes 
employment to about 10 men. 

C A Po<mn— Mine is still idle, owing to the land being in litiga- 
tion. 

WENTWORTH POSTOFFICE. 

Considerable prospecting is being done in the vicinity of Went- 
worth, by Putdy and Jones, Mollie Gibson Mining Co., Pittsburg 
mining Co. Smith & Gilbert and Gobbler mining Co. Good paying 
mines are reported as having been opened by each of these companies, 
but none pf them had produced any ore prior to the 30 th of June, 
1892, at which date our fiscal year ends, hence they are not reported 
upon in this report. 

From the present outlook, this will be an important mining camp 
in the near future. The ore is struck at a depth of from 60 to 115 feet 
below the surface. Both lead and zinc ores are found in this vicinity. 
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ST. FRANCOIS COUNTY. 

Production, 23,740 tons lead oie. 

It is not generally known that St Francois county mines nearly 
one-half of all the lead produced in the State. So far, but little has 
been said of her mineral resources, although these rich deposits of ore 
lie within a few hours' ride of the city of St. Louis 

The ore developements which have recently been made on Flat 
river promise to contribute still further to the magnificent output 
which is reported each year from this county, and from the present 
outlook we are of the ophiion that, unless depression in prices occurs 
in the lead market, the production will be doubled in a few years. 

By an examination of the statiscial table of this county it will be 
seen that in this report the output is given in tons of lead ore in place 
of pig-lead, as in former reports. This was done in order to enable us 
to make a more complete showing of the actual operations of our 
mines each year. Piglead may accumulate at a furnace for months 
at a time before a sale and shipment is made, and in this way we may 
get a report otie year showing large sales, or in other words more than 
a year's business, while the report for the following year's operation 
may be small ; which would be misleading to the public, and do the 
company and county in which the mine may be located an injustice. 

It was for the above reason, and to enable us to make comparisons 
with other states, that the change was made. 

This report, for the year ending June 30, 1892, shows an output of 
23,740 tons of lead ore, valued at $43 per ton, or a total value of $1,- 
020,798, while the report for 1891 shows the product to have been 16,- 
537.5 tons of pig-lead, valued at $79.33 per ton, or a total of $1,311,961. 
If the lead ore produced during the past year was reduced to pig-lead 
and the value changed from $43 to $79.33 per ton, doubtless the value 
of the output would be as great, if not greater, than that shown in our 
last report. 

Boe Run Lead company — J. Wyman Jones, president, and F. P. 
Graves, assistant superintendent. 

This plant is located at Doe Eun, but a large percent of the ore is 
now being produced at the company's mines, at Flat river, which have 
been opened up and put into operation during the past year. 

The concentrating plant is the second largest in the State, being 
excelled only by the St. Joe Lead Company, of Bonne Terre. 

The main building is 196 feet long and 72 feet wide, well construc- 
ted for economy and convenience. Machinery for treating the ore is 
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driven by a 300-horse-power engine. It consists of 4 Blake crnshere, 
each of which is 9X15 inches, 4 sets of 14 X 30-inch cornish rolls, 4 
revolving screens, 20 sets rougher jigs, 6 sets plunger jigs for treating 
fine ores, and 12 percussion tables for treating slime. We are told 
that the mill has a capacity of about 300 tons of ore per day of 24 
hours. 

Five calcining furnaces, 1 slag and 1 refining furnace are run in 
connection with the mill. The furnaces are not in operation at all 
times, however, but are run at intervals, as the business demands. 

The Mississippi Eiver & Bonne Terre railway, which was extended 
from Bonne Terre to Doe Eun during the past year, furnishes good 
shipping facilities for the product. 

There are about 270 men and boys employed in and about the mines, 
dressing- works and at furnaces, whpse wages vary from $1.20 to $2.25 
per shift of 8 hours — miners receiving from $1.20 to $1.60 per shift. 

The Doe Eun shaft has been in operation about five years. It is 
equipped with good hoisting machinery. The ore is worked at two 
levels, the first 63, and the second 108 feet below the surface. It is 
found disseminated in magnesian limestone, which is said to carry from 
4 to 7% of lead. Great pillars are left at intervals of from 30 to 50 
feet to support the overlying roof. In mining out the ore the operator 
drives a header in the top of the ore-bearing stratum, taking down all 
loose rocks, etc., after which the underlying ore is stopped out. 

All drills and pumpp are run by compressed air, which adds much 
to ventilation, and keeps the underground workings in a healthy condi- 
tion. Ladders are located in both hoisting shaft and escapement shaft, 
thus affording good means of egress and ingress to all employes in the 
mine. No one is permitted to go up or down on the cage. J. H. Dace 
is mining superintendent. 

Flat Eiver mine shaft was sunk during the past year. It is 380 
feet deep, being the deepest lead or zinc mine in the State. 

A good steam-hoisting plant has been erected, and two Eand air- 
compressors put in to supply air with which to run the drilling ma- 
chines. The shaft is well timbered and cages and safety catches in 
good condition. 

At date of inspection (May 26, 1892) they were just getting the 
headings started off from the bottom. The ore, like that found at 
Bonne Terre and Doe Eun, is disseminated in magnesian limestone. 

An attempt was made to sink J8b shaft about 200 yards south of 
this mine last year, but a body of water was encountered at a depth of 
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96 feet, which proved too much for their pumps and of course stopped 
operations. 

All the ore produced is shipped to Doe Eun to be treated. John 
F. Flowers is mining superintendent. 

BONNE TERBE POSTOPFIOE. 

8t. Joe Lead company — J. Wyman Jones, president, 0. B. Parsons, 
superintendent, and Gust. Setz, assistant superintendent. This plant 
is located at Bonne Terre, but general office of company is in New 
York. 

The work in and about the^ihines, concentrating plant and furnaces 
is carried on in a systematic manner, each department being under the 
control of an assistant superintendent. Captain Thos. Porter has 
charge of all underground work, L. A. Thomner looks after the dress- 
ing works and machinery, while Mr. Glockner and Mr. Kobele have 
control of the calcining and smelting furnaces . 

The concentrating plant is well arranged and equipped for con- 
venience and economy. The machinery consists ip part of 3 large 
Corliss engines, although only 2 of these are in use at any one time, 
the other being held in reserve in case of an accident to one of the 
other engines. Machinery for cleaning the ore consists of 10^ large 
crushers, 10 sets of rolls, 64 sets double jigs and a great number of 
percussion tables for cleaning slime. 

The plant actually handles about 800 tons of ore-bearing rock 
every 24 hours. In handling this enormous amount of ore, about 400 
gallons of water per minute are used in separating the mineral from the 
waste roc^. Improvements are continually being made at this plant. 
At date of inspection 3 Heine safety-boilers were being put in, aggre- 
gating a capacity of about 1125 horse-power, and the smelting furnaces 
removed and located^ at^Herculaneum, about 30 miles north of Bonne 
Terre, 

About 600 men are employed in and about the mines, dressing- 
works and at furnaces, whose wages vary from $1.25 to $2,25 per shift 
of 8 hours. Miners are paid from $1.25 to $1.60 for 8 hours' work, 
and all employes are paid in full every two weeks. 

Mine No. i— Steam plant ; shaft 206 feet deep. This mine has 
been in -operation for several years, and is the main producer. The 
underground workings have been driven nearly a mile in a northeast- 
<ern direction, connecting with the old "Pen diggings." Near these 
diggings their richest ore rs now being found. At this place an exca- 
Tation has been made which is no less than 80 feet in height, and prob- 
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ably 160 or 200 feet wide and nearly as long — the roof being supported 
by large columns or pillars left at intervals as the situation demands. 

The work is divided into three 8-hour shifts, each shift, or crew of 
men, being under a careful foreman. 

All drilling is done by compressed air, 10 drills being in use at date 
of our inspection ; mine is well drained and jEairly well ventilated. 

There are about 180 men and 24 mules employed in each 24 hours* 

Mine XTo. 4 — Is a new opening, having only been in operation about 
one year. It is about 140 feet deep ; equipped with good machinery for* 
hoisting the product and draining the mine. A part of the hoisting- 
shaft is bratticed off by wooden brattice' work, in which a good ladder 
is erected, thus affording an ingress and egress for the employes with- 
out their being obliged to go up or down on the cage. Ventilation 
produced by the exhaust from the pump and drilling machines. 

Mine JVo. 5 — Is also practically a new shaft, having been put in 
operation about 2 years ago. It is 250 feet (deep ; divided into two- 
compartments, one being used as a cage- way, and the other equipped 
with ladders, and used as a place of ingress and egress for th& 
workmen. 

Ventilation is produced by the exhaust from the pump and air- 
drills, but as the main gangway has been advanced quite a distance 
from the bottom, the pump seems to be doing but little good as a ven- 
tilator, and in our opinion the air from the drills is inadequate to fur- 
nish the amount of ventilation necessary to keep the mine in a healthy 
condition. Miners claim, however, that the inadequate ventilation does 
not affect them unless they return to work immediately after firing a 
round of shots, not waiting for the smoke to clear away. In this case 
they state that the smoke gives them the headache. In order to clear 
the smoke out, a hose is detached from a drill and the air turned on. 

With the above exception, we found the mine well driained and in 
fair condition. 

FLAT BIVEB POSTOFFICB. 

Central Mining company— Ga>pi. Eodgers president, and H. S. 
Shaw superintendent. Mine located about 1 mile south of Flat river 
station^ 

The property is now in process of development, no ore as yet 
having been shipped. One shaft has been sunk to a depth of 242 feet,, 
and a body of desseminated ore encountered upon which they were 
drifting at date of inspection (May 26 1892). We are informed that 
considerable surface mineral has been mined upon the property in 
former years. The company is now building a number of dwellings 
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houses, and making other improvement. From 18 to 20 men are em- 
ployed. 

Desloge Oonsolidated Lead company — John Desloge superintendent. 
Property located in township 36 & 37 N. R. 4 east, and consists of 
about 2100 acres of mineral land. Prospecting has been going on 
upon the tract, for the past two or three years, and several deposits 
of ore encountered. A shaft has been sunk to a depth of 220 feet, and 
several drifts or headings driven, out of whifeh a large quantity of 
desseminated ore has been taken,, iand is now lying in stock at the 
mine. At date of inspection (May 1*6, 1892), an other shaft was being 
sunk, located about 800 feet southeast of the old one; It will be sunk 
to a depth of about 300 feet, where it will intersect with a drift from 
the old shaft. 

About 60 men are employed upon the property. 

Farmington Mining and Prospecting company — Robert Tutley, pres- 
ident, and Albert Woolem, superintendent. This property is located 
about 5 miles northwest of Farmington and 2 miles southeast of Flat 
River station. The mine, like others in the vicinity of Flat river, is 
just being developed. A rich body of disseminated ore was encoun- 
tered in shaft at a depth of 175 feet, upon which they were drifting at 
date of inspection (May 26, 1892), and stocking the ore at the mine. 

We .were informed that the company contemplates getting a branch 
road connecting the mines with the M. R. & B. T. railroad in the near 
future. 

Judge W. B. Taylorh property lies about three-fourths of a mile 
north of Flat River station, in townships 36 and 37 north, range 5 east, 
and consists of 1135.15 acres of land. A shaft has been sunk to a 
depth of 221 feet, and we were informed by the superintendent, John 
Dryden, that they would continue sinking until a depth of 370 feet is 
reached, where a second ore body is reported to occur. A stratum of 
ore was penetrated in the shaft at a depth of 207 feet, and some drift- 
ing done. 

A number of prospect; diamond-drill holes have been put down 
upon the property, which we are informed show flattering results. The 
M. R. & B. T. railroad passes through the tract of land, thus furnishing 
^ood shipping facilities. 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY. 
Production, 1793.68 tons lead ore. 

The lead industry of Washington county has long been a source 
of revenue to its people. Its hjstory dates back prior to the introduc- 
tion of the State into the Union, The output during the past decade 
has not been as large as in former years, due probably to the depres- 
sion in prices of piff-lead a few years ago, since which time it has not 
fully revived. 

A large per cent of the galena is found in the clay near the surface, 
although some shafts at Palmer are being operated at a depth of 125 to 
130 feet, and a few shafts have been sunk and ore worked at a depth 
of 80 to 100 feet in the vicinity of Potosi, Richwood, Cadet and other 
places throughout the county, but the average depth of the mines will 
probably not exceed 20 or 30 feet. The galena is found in cubes, and 
is very rich — the actual yield in piglead, we are informed, being from 
65 to 72 per cent. 

Eleven small furnaces are located at different places throughout 
the county, at which points the entire output is smelted, and it was 
through the kindness of the parties operating them that we obtained 
the mineral production. It would have been a matter of almost an 
impossibility to have secured the information otherwise, as the ore is 
mined in such small quantities and by so many individual operators and 
farmers, who keep no record of the amount produced. 

Considerable zinc ore has been mined in the county during past 
years, but none recently. Barytes, however, is being mined very exten- 
sively, and is of nearly as much importance as the lead industry. Mr. 
James Long, of Potosi, a gentleman who is well versed upon the sub- 
ject, informs us that no less than 10,000 or 12,000 tons of barytes are 
produced annually. 

During the year ending June 30, 1892, 1793.63 tons of lead ore were 
produced, against 1850.25 tons for the same period last year, thus show- 
ing a slight decrease in the product during the past year. 

The amount of ore reported by each of the smelters will be found 
b^ an examination of the statistical table of this county elsewhere in 
this report. 

CADET POSTOFFICE. 

Shibboleth Lead Mining company — J. B. Lathy, secretary and mana- 
ger. This company owns a small lead furnace, located about 1} mile 
west of Cadet. No ore is mined by the company, but they purchase 
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that which is produced in the vicinity of the smelter, paying the market 
price for the sarhe. The output shows a decrease as compared with 
our last report. 

FERTILE POSTOFFIOK. 

Z. F. Higginhotham — Mines and smelting furnace located near 
Fertile. The property has been producing ore for a number of years, 
during which tim^ a large amount of mineral has been produced. The 
land-owner does no mining himself, but gives those who do permission 
to mine, and he purchases their product, paying the market value for 
the ore, deducting a certain per cent as royalty. The ore is found from 
^ few feet to 80 feet below the surface, but we are informed that the 
^.verage depth of the shafts is about 30 feet. 

During the past year the output has been nearly double that of 
the preceding year. 

OLD MINE POSTOFFIOB. 

Union Mining and Smelting company — O. B. Burnham, president, 
:and Alex. Harrison, superintendent. This company owns a large tract 
of land in this county, upon which a number of mines are located. 
They also operate a lead furnace at Old Mine, where all their ore is 
smelted. 

The company employs no men, but gives them permission to mine 
upon the land, paying them for the ore produced, deducting, of course, 
a certain per cent as royalty. 

During the past year 295.8 tons of lead ore were smelted by the 
<5ompany, 155.9 tons of which were produced on their land, the other 
from adjoining properties. A great deal of barytes is also produced by 
this company each year. 

Mrs. L. «/. White — Owns a small lead furnace at Old Mine, which 
is leased to Thos. S. White & Co., who are operating it. During the 
past year 115 tons of lead ore, produced upon the property and adjoin- 
ing lands, have been smelted at this furnace. This shows a blight 
increase over the preceding year's business. 

PALMER POSTOFFIOE. 

Falmer Lead company — This company owns a large tract of mineral 
land in the vicinity of Palmer upon which these mines are located. 
"The ore is found from near the surface to a depth of 130 feet. The 
depth at which the minerals are found depends largely upon the point 
at which the shaft was sunk : for instance, a shaft located low down on 
the hill would strike the ore much sooner than it would if located near 
the top of the hill. The openings, or fissures carrying the or^, usually 
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run about level, but in all directions forming in places a perfect net^ 
work. 

The company also run smelting works in connection with their- 
mines, where all the product is smelted before shipping to markets 
The output during the past year was 600 tons, and for the preceding^ 
year 517 tons, showing an increase of 83 tons. 

From 65 to 70 men are employed in and about the mines and at the^ 
furnaces. 

POTOSI POSTOFFICB. 

J. p. i& B. M. ^w^^— Operating a lead furnace, situated about li 
mile west of Potosi. The mineral was mined on the McArthur Bros.^ 
land by farmers and farm laborers at odd times, when not employed 
upon the farm. The galena is generally found near the surface, and is- 
very rich. Even with the old-fashioned furnace which is in use, over 
70% of pig lead was realized out of the ore last year. 

James Long — Owns and is operating a small lead furnace near 
Potosi, where a large portion of the mineral produced in that vicinity- 
is smelted. We are informed that most of the product is mined on 
the McArthur Bros.' land. Mr. Long also owns about 960 acres of land 
in the vicinity of Potosi, but it has produced only a few thousand 
pounds of ore during the past year. 

Wm. Long — Is operating a small smelter about 7 miles northwest 
of Potosi. It has done but very little during the past year on accounts 
of the small production of mineral, which is mined by the farmers ii> 
the neighborhood. The ore is generally found in the clay near the 
surface and is very rich. 

BlOHVrOOD POSTOFFIOE. 

Moran, Charles — This property is located about 3 miles east or 
Eichwood, and is operated by Charles A. Stocking, agent. A small 
furnace is located upon the land, where all the ore produced in the^ 
vicinity is smelted, and as the mineral is found near the surface but 
little capital is necessary to obtain it ; hence it is worked by a great 
many different parties when not employed at other vocations . 

Flynn^ John — This gentleman is operating a small lead furnace near 
Eichwood, at which all the mineral produced in the neighborhood ia 
smelted. No miners are employed by him, but he purchases the ore 
produced by them, and if the mineral is obtained on his land, 10% i» 
deducted from the value as royalty. The galena is found from the 
surface to a depth of 100 feet and is very rich, about 67% of pig-lead 
being the average yield for the past year. 
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SULLIVAN POSTOFFIOE ( FBANKLIN COUNTY ). 

Ahhyville Mining and Smelting company — John S. Carter, manager^ 
This company owns a small lead furnace located in the northwestern 
part of Washington county, and about 7 miles southeast of Sullivan,. 
Franklin county. ^The smelter was only erected a little more than one 
year ago, and we are informed that but little ore has been smelted 
by it since its erection. 

At date of inspection ( June 22, 1892 ) it, as well as the mines^ 
was idle and had been since the 1st of January. The ore obtained is 
found in cubes, and is very rich in lead. 
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ACCIDENTS m LEAD AND ZINC MINES, 
For the year ending June 30, 1891. 



No feature of tlie table on accidents in lead and zinc mines stands 
out more prominently than the small and unreasonable number of non- 
fatal, as compared with fatal accidents accounted for in this table. 
That this will so appear to all who are familiar with the mining business 
is expected ; for the usual proportion of fatal and non-fatal accidents 
is in this table reversed. We would not have it understood that we 
regard the figures given as to the number of non-fatal accidents as 
<5orrect, for in fact we are decidedly of the opinion that the number 
falls far short of the actual number injured. We have to offer in ex- 
cuse for this seeming discrepancy the fact that in the great majority 
of the cases herein reported, no report was sent us, as is required of 
mine operators under the laws of the State. The fact is that in most 
instances we have been compelled to seek our information from out- 
ride sources, and from careful scrutiny of the newspapers of certain 
6ections of the State, with a view of discovering mine accidents. 

" When we find an accident has occurred at a mine — if the time and 
opportunity permits — me make it a point to visit the scene of the ac- 
cident ; if not, we always mail a blank to the mine operator, requesting 
that the same be filled out and mailed to us. This blank contains 
questions which, if properly answered, give us a fair account of the 
cause of accident, and other information necessary concerning the 
injured party. In some cases, we are sorry to state, mine operators 
ignore our request ; we are then compelled to resort to newspaper ac- 
counts, and such information as we can obtain from parties who may 
be familiar with the accident, to obtain the data we do get. 

If our report on non-fatal accidents may be regarded by some as 
incomplete, the cause of it must be chargeable to those whose duty it 
is to furnish us the information, not only as to fatal but non-fatal acci- 
dents as well. It is impossible for us, with our limited facilities and 
the time at our disposal, to visit the scene of each accident. Could 
we induce operators to give this matter that attention which the law 
demands of them, our record will prove as correct as the data furnished 
will allow of. 
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From the table referred to, it will be found that during the year 
ending June 30, 1892, there were 11 nonfatal and 18 fatal, or a total of 
29 accidents. 

31% of the accidents was due to men falling down shafts. (.We have already 
referred to the necessity of greater protection around shafts and in hoisting 
facilities. What better argument can we offer than these figures ?) 

27% of the accidents is due to falls of roof. 

14% from machinery. 

10% from blasts. 

10% from thawing or warming dynamite. 

This thawing of dynamite is a serious business, and miners should 
take warning. It has been demonstrated beyond the question of 
doubt, that dynamite is much more easily exploded when warmed than 
otherwise. And again, there are very many instances, aside from those 
shown in our table, where dynamite has exploded while undergoing 
the warming process, with no apparent cause therefor other than the 
simple fact of its being warmed. 
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TABLE XVI— RECAPITULATION OF LEAD AND ZINC-MINE ACCIDENTS. 



Knmber of non-fatal accidents. 
Namber of fatal accidents 



Total number of aoddents . 



Number of single men killed . . 
Number of married men killed. 



Total number killed. 



Number of wives made widows 

Number of children made fatherless 

Number of men fatally injured that were infcnred 

Amonnt of insurance $8000 00 

Cause of accidents and number injured— 

From falling down shaft 

From falls of rock 

From machinery 

From thawing out dynamite 

From blasts 

♦From cave- in 

From being knocked ofi platform 

From breaking of rope hook 



Total number injured. 



How the injured men were employed— 

Miners . . . y 

Laborers 

Prospectors 

Spectators 

Superintendents 

Proprietor of mine , 

Mine boss 

Hoisting engineer 



Total. 



IS 



20 



• Cave- in properly belongs under head of **Fall of Roof;*' but the interest attaching to this 
accident, due to the burying alive of three men and the extra and expensive effort to recover the 
bodies, is our excuse for leaving the accident under same heading as reported to us. 
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FATAL ACCIDENTS m LEAD AND ZINC MINES, 
For the year ending June 30, 1892. 



JASPER COUNTY. 

J. B. Barrington and John T. Crain, miners employed at D. M* 
Rose's prospect shaft on the Cornfield lands, were suddenly killed 
Dec. 21, 1891. 

The following is a copy of the coroner's verdict : 

We, the jury, in the inquest over the bodies of J. T. Crain and J. E. Barring- 
ton, find that the deceased came to their death by suffbcation in the Johns shaft 
on the Cornfield land at Carterville, Mo., caused by the explosion of giant powder 
placed about the stove in the derrick-house by J. E. Barrington, and the burning 
of said house. Jambs Pbtbrs, 

Thos. Brown, 
L. M. Baldwin, 
n.n. burkhardt, 
Jas. Dunlap, 
J. H. Caldwell. 

It appears that the two men were working in the bottom of a 
shaft 120 feet deep, over which was erected a derrick-house and board 
shanty 10x10 feet in size. Prior to descending the shaft, one of these 
men left some frozen dynamite near the stove in this derrick-house to 
thaw out, with the understanding that at a given signal it was to be 
lowered to them by the hoisterman. The dynamite exploded in the 
thawing process (as is often the case), and, knocking over the stove, 
set fire to the derrick-house and resulted in suffocating the unfortunate 
men in bottom of shaft. 

A. J. Clark, a miner and contractor at the mines of Chapman & 
Co., lot 91, Cornfield land. 

Mr. Clark and his brother were sitting on a log waiting for some 
dynamite to thaw out which had been placed near a fire some little 
distance from where they vere sitting. The dynamite exploded, and 
the log upon which the brothers were sitting, it is claimed, was blown 
a distance of 30 feet and broken in two. Mr. A. J. Clark had his left 
leg blown off at the thigh and died directly after the explosion. His 
brother escaped without serious injury. 

Frank Clark, a miner, was killed at the pump-shaft of the Illinois 
and Missouri Zinc Co. March 11,- 1892. The miners were at work 
releathering the pump, and Frank Clark, one of them, was standing on 
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a platform in the shaft working on a plunger which had been drawn up 
and held above him with a chain. The men above were just in the act 
of lowering the plunger when the chain broke, and a heavy iron wheel 
from the cross-head fell into the shaft. Clark was knocked off the 
platform and fell to the bottom of the shaft. He was instantly killed. 
The coroner's jury rendered a verdict of "death by accident." 

John Eaton, a hoisting engineer employed by the Motley Mining 
Co., was killed by falling down the shaft. The verdict of the coroner's 
jury was, '* death from his own carelessness.'^ 

From further information obtained, it would appear that the engi- 
neer, supposing the cage was at the landing (he having forgotten to run 
the^ cage to the landing), run a loaded car into the shaft and was pulled 
in after it. We wrote the Motley Co., recommending that guard-rails 
be placed around the shaft, and that automatic gates be put up. It 
was with pleasure we noted the company's prompt compliance with 
our recommendation. Just here, we respectfully call the attention of 
mine operators to this most important matter. It is a fact, that the 
majority of shafts in this county are without any protection whatever 
in preventing accidents of the above nature. Had the Motley Co.'s 
shaft been provided earlier with its present guard-rail and gates, this 
accident would more than likely not have to be recorded. 

The cost of providing these safeguards is small, when compared 
with the delay and inconvenience occasioned by an accident, aside 
from the far more important question of human life, widows and 
orphans. 

Harry D. Roach, Cbas. Eulitt and James Hamlin, were all hurled 
to death by a cave-in at the Troup Mines on 18th of May, 1892. 

Mr. Eoach was superintendent of Troup Mining Co., Messrs. 
Eulitt and Hamlin were spectators. Some two years ago this part 
of the mine where the cave-in occurred was abandoned because of the 
bad roof encountered. This roof began to fall, and continued to fall 
until it reached the surface. It was while Mr. Eoach was superintend- 
ing the filling up of the hole made by this cave-in, and at the time in 
conversation with the two unfortunate spectators, that all three were 
carried, by a slide of a large slab of earth, suddenly and without warn- 
ing, to a bench some 75 or 80 feet below. This break was soon followed 
by another slab of enormous size, burying the unfortunate men be- 
neath at least 35 feet of earth. Numerous parties witnessed the sad 
affair, but owing to the treacherous surroundings, none dared venture 
near the brink. The bodies of these three men, up to this writing, have 
not been recovered, though every effort has been put forth to this end. 
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We understand that a contract has been made with Mr. Leckie, of 
JopUn, to hoist the material out of this cave-in until the bodies are 
reached. 

John Leise, a miner working for Clark & Ivey, was instantly killed 
by an explosion of 11 sticks of dynamite. Mr. Leise had prepared a 
shot and lighted the fuse, but it failing to fire, he went back and put in 
another stick of dynamite and fired it, but only this last stick exploded; 
he again returned to see what was the trouble, and just as he reached 
the shot-hole the entire load fired, fiUing his body with rock. 

Thomas Leggitt, a laborer, was at work for Mr. John Johnson on 
the Cook farm. He was engaged in putting in some timbering in a 
shaft, and from some cause unknown to any one, he fell 60 feet to the 
rock below, killing him instantly. 

Henry McKinney, a colored man about 60 years of age, fell into a 
shaft on the Bay State land. He was engaged in sinking a shaft, and 
in some unexplained manner fell to the bottom of shaft. He did not 
regain consciousness, and as no vne witnessed the accident, further 
particular^ could not be had. 

Albert G. McDowell, a miner employed at mine No. 7 of the Em- 
pire Zinc Co., was killed by a fall of rock. 

Messrs. McDowell, Ashcraf t andDeems were at work stopping in 
a drift which had been driven from the top of a chamber reached by 
an incline from the shaft. Ashcraft was cutting at the head of the 
drift, McDowell was shoveling the dirt to the platform in the chamber, 
and Deems, the ground-boss, was shoveling it down into the lower 
drift, when a huge slab of rock 6 feet long, 3 feet wide and 2 feet 
thick, fell from top of the drift, crushing McDowell to the platform. 
A verdict of "accidental death" was rendered by the coroner^s jury. 

Andrew Stewart, a miner employed at Phillips & Co.'s mines was 
killed by falling down a shaft. 

Stewart, it appears, was being lowered down the shaft to his work 
when the rope-hook broke, causing him to fall a distance of 70 feet, 
and killing him instantly. It is claimed by the company that the hook 
was made of f-inch Norway iron, and hadbeen used only a short time. 
Other parties, however, claim that the hook had an old break in it, 
plainly visible. 

The coroner's jury returned a verdict of " unavoidable accident." 

J. W. Snodgrass, a miner working for the Centre Creek Mining: 
Co., was killed by falling down a shaft. 
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The substance of the information obtained goes to show that 
Snodgrass, accompanied by a man whose name we failed to get, got 
into the tub at the same time to be hoisted to the top, and that when 
about 100 feet or more from the bottom, from some cause not definitely 
known, Snodgrass fell from the tub, receiving injuries that proved 
fatal — as he lived only a few hours after the accident. 

John Theiss, a miner working for Theiss & Escott, was killed by a 
blast. 

Mr. Theiss had loaded and set fire to a mine-shot. It failing to go 
off in what he evidently considered reasonable time, he went back to 
reload, when the shot exploded. 

No inquest was held. 



LAWRENCE COUNTY. 

F. M. Cook, a miner and operator at work on the Brinkerhooff 
Mining Co.'s land, was ^killed by being caught in the machinery. Mr. 
Cook was caught by a set-screw on line shaft which runs crusher, 
pulled around the shaft and thrown to the ground. Shafting moved 
about 2i feet above the ground, and one of the braces at each revolu- 
tion struck him. 

No inquest was held. 

John Dougherty, mine operator at the Watson mines, was killed 
by a blast March 12, 1892. It was quitting time for the miners. Daugh- 
erty was standing at the mouth of shaft in conversation with his part- 
ner, and waiting for the men at work below to come to the top, when 
one of the men below cried out: "We are going to set off some 
shots." Dougherty remarked to his partner : " I believe I will go 
down and see the result of the shots." He started down the shaft, and 
when he reached the bottom the first shot went off with great force, 
and flying pieces of rock struck him full on the right side of his head, 
killing him instantly. 

ST. FRANCOIS COUNTY. 

Charles Libby, a mining boss of the Doe Run Lead Co., fell a dis - 
tance of 140 feet in a shaft located on Flat river. Mr. Libby had been 
to the top of shaft to bring down some timber, and he had descended 
in a tub to a platform constructed in the shaft where some repairs were 
being made. As he stepped out of the tub he missed the platform and 
fell through a hole which had been left in same, to the bottom. Death 
was in stantaneous. 
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John Link, a car loader employed by the St. Joseph Lead Co., was 
struck by a rock falling from the bluff and killed. 

The coroner thought under the circumstances an inquest was 
unnecessary, 

BABBY COUNTY. 



Name of operator or 


company. 


Postofflce. 


Mine located near 


Allen Starke & Co 


Pelrce City (Law'ceCo) 


Peirce City 






COLE COUNTY. 


Woodworth, J. D 


Knon 


Enon 








DADE COUNTY. 


Corrv MlniDcr Co 


.... 




Greenfield. 


G-reenfield 


Pem1)ert0D Mines .... 


t ( 


( ( 


Southwestern Minincr C)c% . . 


Everton. 


Everton 
















FBANKLIN COUNTY. 




Bartle, J. H 


St. Clair 


St. Clair 








GBEENE COUNTY. 



American Mining Co.. . 
Bay State Mining Co.. . 

Goetz Mining Co 

Gumbo Mining Co .... 
Hart, J. A. (ore-buyer) 

Murray & North 

Nixon & Holmes 



Springfield 
Ash Grove. 



Springfield. 
Ash Grove. 



Everton (Dade county) 



Mumford .. 
Ash Grove. 



Mumford 



Ash Grove. 



JASPBB COUNTY. 



Alba Comoanv 


Alba 


Alba 


Alba Mining Co 


1 ( 

webb'city.. !!!!!!!!!!! 


( ( 


All Gall Mining Co 

American Bull Pup Mining Co 

Ashcraft, Reynolds A Co 

Barbee Minlnfir Co 


Webb City 


JoDlin ^. , 


Joplin 

Webb City 

Jopiin 

WebbClty 


Webb City 


Joplin 

Webb City 


Bradley, E. E 


Burch Mining Co 

Bvers. Murohv & Connor 


Scotland 


Scotland 


Joplin 


Joplin 


Cartha&re Mininar Co 


Carthage 


Edwin Station 


Cave Springs Mining Co 


Joplin 

WebbClty 


State line Mo. and Kas 


Center Creek Mining Co 


WebbClty 


Chatham Mining Co 


' ' and Carterv. 


Cherokee Mines 


Joplin 


CartervUle 
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JASPER COUNTY— Continued. 



Name of operator or company. 


PoetoflBce. 


Mine located near 


Copley, J 


Zlncite 


Zlncite 


Cora Latta Land and Mining Co . . . . 

Daugherty & Davey 

Daugberty* Davey & Daugherty . . . 

Davey, Tower & Co 

Eleventh Hour Mining Co 


Joplin 


Joplin <.. . . 


CartervlUe 


CartervlUe 


( ( 


44 


( ( 


i 4 


Webb City 

Joplin 


Webb City 


Engineers' Mining Co 

Empire Zinc Co 

Euclid Mining Co 


Bet. Joplin & Webb C. 


ik 


Joplin 


Galena, Kas 


State Une (Jasper Co.) 
Lehigh 


Franklin Zinc Co 


Lehigh 


Oarrlson Lead and Zinc Co 


Webb City 


Webb City 


Oranby Mining and Smelting Co — 


Joplin 


Joplin 


Oronogo 


Oronogo 


Great Western Minlncr Co 


Joplin 


Joplin 


Gnengerich, Kelley & Gregg 

Guinn <& LoTd 


» ( 


4fc 


n 


fc4 


Gretchen Lead and Zinc Co 


44 


Zlncite 


Hicks & Co 


4 « 


tloplin 


Home Mininfir Co 


4 4 


Houfirhton & Son 


Webb City 


Webb City 


Hoff Mining Co 


Joplin 


Zlncite 


Jasper & LaReine Lead and Zinc Co. 

Joplin Syndicate (limited) 

Keller M ining Co 


Joplin 


(( 


\ 4 


CartervlUe 


Webb City 


Knight, A 


Carl Junction 


Carl Junction 


Knoble M ining Co 


Zlncite 


Zlncite 


Lewis, J. F 


Webb City 


Webb City 


McCoy & Co 


Joplin 


Joplin .., 


Mahaska Minin g Co 




4 4 


Margerum Mining Co 


Webb City 


WebbC. & Oronogo. 
State line, Jasper Co. 
Sherwood 


Mid and Mining Co 


Galena (Kas.) 

Joplin 


Mineral Creek Lead and Mining Co . 
Minneapolis and Webb City M. Co, 


Webb City 


Webb City 


Monkey Hill (J. S. Casey, prop'r.). . 

Moonshine Mining Co 

Motlev Mining Co 


Joplin 


Joplin 


fc ( 


44 


CartervlUe 


CartervlUe 


Mound Citv Mininsr Co 


WebbCltv 


44 


Mvers & Jemmison 


Carthage 


Carthage 

Joplin 


Nellie Blv Zinc Mining Co 


St. Louis 


Nevada Mining Co 


Webb City 


♦Webb City 


Noble Mining Co 


(i (t 


fc 4 k ( 


North Joplin Land Co 


Joplin 

4 « 


Joplin 


North Heights Mining Co 


k 4 


Oswearo Mlnlncr Co 


( ( 


44 


Pat Murphy Land 


( ( 


Zlncite 


Pacific Mining Co 


Carthage 


Carthage 

CartervlUe 


Perry, W. B 


Joplin 


Pincard Mines 


k 4 


Joplin 


Porter, E. D 


( ( 


Porter Mining Co 


Carthage 


Carthage 

Joplin 


Rex Mining and Smelting Co 

Richland Mining Co 


Joplin 


Webb City 


CartervlUe 


Rising Sun Mining Co 


Joplin 


1 * * 


Ruby Lead and Zinc Co 


(( 


Joplin 


St. Charles Lead and Zinc Co 


Zlncite 


Zinclte. 


Sargent, J. B 


Joplin 


Joplin 


Schrader & Doherty L. and Z. Co.. . 
Snyder Bros. Mining & Smelting Co. 
Sophie I. Mining Co 


44 
44 


BlendevlUe 

Joplin 


4 4 


^4 


South Joplin Lead <fc Z. M. Co 




4 k 


Standard Lead & Zinc Co 


Joplin 


Zlncite 


Steelman, A. T. & Co , 


Webb Cltv 


Webb City 

Joplin 

4 ( 


Sterling Lead & Zinc Co 


JoDlln 


Swarland Mining Co 


*;4 ;;;;;;;;;;;; ;; 
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JASPER COUNTY-Continued. 



Name of operator or company. 


Postoffice. 


Mine located near 


Tan-yard Hollow 




( ( 


Tiffin MinlngCo 

Towdt, Davey <fc Co 


Webb City 


Webb City 


Carterville 


Carterville 


Troup Mining Co 


Webb City 


( ( 


Tuckahoe Mlninizr Co 


Jonlin 


Joplin 


Turkey Creek Mining Co. 


fc k 


Victor Minin&r Co 


Webb Citv.. 


Webb City ACarterv. 

Joplin 

Carl Junction 


Vlroqua Mines 


Joplin 


Wauchusetts Mining Co 


Carl Junction 


West Hollow Mining Co 


Zlnclte 

Joplin 


Zincite 


West Hollow Lead db Z. M. Co 


( ( 


Windsor Mining Co 

Zinc Hill Mines (W. E. Goff) 


Kansas Citr 


Joplin 


Joplin 



JEFFERSON COUNTY. 



ValleMinlDgCo Valle Mines 



Valle Mines. 



LAWRENCE COUNTY. 



Aurora Zinc Co 

Berry, Frank 

Black Land Mining Co 

Brinkerhoflf Mining Co 

Cleveland & Aurora Mineral Land 
Dayton, C. M., Lead and Zinc Mines 

Decatur Lead and Zinc Co 

Elliott, S.G 

Kentucky Mining Co 

Liles', T. J., Land 

Louisville Lead and Zinc Mining Co. 

Midland Mining Co 

Nevada Gem Mining Co 

New York Land and Mining Co ... . 

Ozark Range Mining Co 

Peirce Mining Co 

Rinker Lead and Zinc Co 

Schmook Mining Co 

Seamon Mining Co 

St. Louis <fc Aurora Mining Co 

Stotts City Mining Co 

Wood, Harry, Mining Co 




Aurora 



Wen t wor tb (Newton Co) 
Aurora 



Mt. Vernon. 
Aurora 



Wentw'th(Newt.Co.) 
Aurora 



Mt. Vernon. 
Aurora 



MADISON COUNTY. 


Rowland, Hazard 


Mine LaMotte 


Mine LaMotte 








MILLER COUNTY. 


Miller County Mining and Smelt. Co. 


Tuscumbia 


Tuscumbia • • 
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NEWTON COUNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 



FoBtoffice. 



Mine located near 



EmilieZincCo , . 

Fairbank'g mine 

XJranby Mining and Smelting Co. 

Henderson Mining Co 

K. D. F. MiniDK Co 

McClelland & Maupin 

Newtonia Valley Mining Co 

l^orton Land and Mining Co 

Purdy & Jones 

Koaring Springs Land and M. Co 

Saginaw Lead and Zinc Co 

Scotia Mining Co 

Seneca Lead and Zinc Co 

The Ritchey Ranch Mining Co . . 



Joplin (Jasper county) 

St. Louis 

Racine 

Newtonia 

Joplin (Jasper county) 

Newtonia 

Joplin (Jasper county) 

Wentworth 

Joplin (Jasper county) 

Saginaw 

Joplin (Jasper county) 

Seneca * 

Newtonia 



Joplin 

Granby 

Racine 

Newtonia... 

Joplin 

Newtonia . . 

Joplin 

Wentworth. 

Joplin 

Saginaw . . . . 

.Joplin 

Seneca 

Newtonia . . . 



PERRY COUNTY. 


Tucker & Co 


Silver Lake 


Silver Lake 






ST. FRANCOIS OOtjNTY. 


Doe Run Lead Co. ... 


Doe Run 


Doe Run & Flat river. 


St. Joseph Lead Co. . . . 


^ 


Bonne Terre 


Bonne Terre 






WASHINGTON COUNTY. 



Abby ville Mining and Smelting Co. 

Bugg, J. P. <fc R. M 

Flynn, John 

Higginbotham, Z. F 

Long, James 

Long, Wm 

Moran, Chas 

Palmer Lead Co 

Shibboleth Lead and Mining Co . . . 
Union Mining and Smelting Co. . . . 
White, Mrs. L.J 



Sullivan (Franklin Co.). 

Potosi 

Rich woods 


Sullivan 

Potosi 

Richwoods 


Fertile 


Fertile 


Potosi 


Potosi 


«« 


t % 


Richwoods 


Richwoods 


Palmer 


Palmer 


Cadet 


Cadet 


Old Mines 


Old Mines 


ft ( 


(( 



17— M 
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MINING RULES OF THE ST, LOUIS-AURORA MINING CO. 
OF AURORA, MISSOURI. 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter No. 115 
of the Revised Statutes of the State of Missouri, of 1889, on "Mines and Mining,'* 
that the undersigned, St. Louis- Aurora Mining Co., **a corporation organized 
under the laws of the State of Missouri," has made and does hereby make and 
publish the following statement of the terms, conditions and requirements upon 
which the following mininglands, "owned, leased or controlled by said company, 
may be prospected and mined, said lands being the east i of the west i of the 
southwest J of section 8, township 26, range 25, and the following described landt 
Beginning at the northwest corner of the northeast quarter of the southwest 
quarter of section 8, in township 26, range 25, thence south one hundred and sixty 
rods, thence east fifty rods, thence north one hundred and sixty rods, thence west 
fifty rods to place of begining, containing 50 acres, and such other tracts of land as 
may hereafter be acquired by the St. Louis- Aurora Mining company. 

Rule 1. Any person desiring to mine on said land shall first obtain the con- 
sent of the superintendent, which being obtained, he shall sign his name to the 
company's register, opposite the number of lot on which he proposes to mine, 
which willsubject him to the rules herein obtained. The right to mine upon any^ 
lot shall commence from the date of such signature. 

Rule 2. Parties mining on any lot or lots agree to work the same faithfully 
and continuously in good workmanlike manner, and be guided by the instructions 
of the superintendent, and agree that a shaft shall be sunk on each lo^ held by them 
under lease ; and should they fail to work the same three days in each calendar week^ 
or violate any of the provisions of these rules, without written permission from 
this company, the same shall work a forfeiture of any and all rights and claims to 
said lot or lots, and the company may enter and take possession without any pre- 
vious demand, notice or legal proceedings whatsoever, and may use all necessary 
force to do so It is agreed that neither the company, its officers, agents nor em- 
ployes shall in any manner be liable to any damages for such force used. 

Rule 3. No sub-leasing or renting of lots will be allowed without written 
consent of the company. No transfer of lots or mining claims or rights will be 
recognized by the company unless the parties purchasing or acquiring such lots,^ 
claims or rights have received permission from said St. Louis-Aurora Mining Co. 
to mine such lots or claims. 

Rule 4. All shafts or drifts must be held up in good shape, and where timbers 
are required they must be put in in good workmanlike manner, and extraordinary 
sized driits must not be cut until approved by the superintendent of the company, 
who will have the right to enter at any time and inspect any mine on the company's 
land, and to stop the work of any parties who are not mining in a safe and work- 
manlike manner, and are not keeping their ground in a safe condition for the proper 
holding up of the land. 

Rule 5. All ores must be cleaned in first-class order, and they must be cleaned 
and made ready for market on the lands of the company. 

Rule 6. The company reserves the right to use the surface of the lands in 
erecting wash places, tramways, spouting, or machinery of any kind, or for any 
purpose that will not interfere with the working of such lands. No parties, other 
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than the company, or parties authorized by it, are to use such surface for other 
than mining purposes. 

Rule 7. The royalty paid the company on all minerals taken from their 
lands shall be 25% ; but until there is a pump or pumps in operation on such tracts 
by the company, or some one authorized by the company, a rebate of 5% will be 
allowed from the above royalty. 

Rule 8. Miners will be allowed to receive bids for ore from responsible , 
buyers that are authorized to purchase ore on the company's ; land— the company 
reserving the right to keep the ore at the highest bid : provided, in all cases all ores 
must be weighed on the company's scale, or scales designated by the company, and 
payment made to the company, who shall settle with the miners, first deducting 
the royalty as above provided, and any claims the company has for advances made 
or supplies furnished. 

^RuLB 9. Water in a shaft will hold a lot only at the option of the company. 

Rule 10. No property right shall be acquired by any miner to any ore on or 
in said land, except the price or value of mining and cleaning the same. 

Rule 11. No rock, sand, gravel, chats or wash-dirt shall be removed from 
these lands without permission of the company. 

Rule 12. All leases under these rules expire April 1, 1895. 

H. G. Noel, H. H. Wbbnse, 

Secretary. President. 

1 hereby select lot No , subject to the above rules and regulations. 
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GLOSSARY 



OF MINING TERMS USED IN MISSOURI IN MINING AND SMELTING LEAD 

AND ZINC ORES. 



Air-famace~A rev^erberatory farnace need 
to smelt lead in. 

Air-pipe— A pipe made of canvas, or a wooden 
box, nsed in conveying ventilation to the 
workmen. 

Air-way— Any passage nsed for the passage of 
the air current. 

Belgrian zinc farnace— A fomace for the pro- 
dnstion of zinc in which the calcined ore is 
distilled in tnbnlar retorts. 

Black damp— Choxe damp; carbonic acid gas 
(C02) , often found in the bottom of shafts and 
old nnventilated workings . It will not sup- 
port combustion. 

Black-jack— Zinc blende. 

Blow-fan— A small centrifugal fan used to 
force air* through canvass pipes or wooden 
boxes to the workmen . 

Blown-out shot— When a blast blows out the 
tamping without bringing down the ore, it is 
said to be a blown-out shot. 

Bottom— The landing at the bottom of the shaft 
or slope; the floor; the bottom rock or stratum 
underlying the ore deposit. 

Breast— The heading from which the ore is 
being mined. 

Bucking- ore— Hand process of crushing ores 
which do not occur free. 

Oalamine— Zinc silicate— carrying 62 per cent 
of zinc when pure. 

Oaloine furnace— A ftirnace used for roasting 
ore in order to drive off certain impurities. 

Gave, or cave-in— After the ore has been ex- 
cavated the overlying roof gives way and falls 
and is called a cave-in. 

Chats— 1. The gvavel-like tailings derived from 
the concentration of ores; 2. A low-grade ore, 
of tea too poor to handle; the refuse from con- 
centration works. 

Ohargre— The amount of materials added to the 
furnace at one time. 

Chert— A silicions rock— often the gangue of 
lead and zinc. 

Oribbingr— Timbering 'a shaft with crib-work, 
commonly extends ftom surface down to the 
bedrock. 

Concentrating: plant— A complete plant for 
cleaning and preparing the ore for market, 
consisting of crushers, rolls and jigs. 

Crop, or out-crop— Indications of an ore de- 
posit sometimes observed upon the surface. 

Crusher— A machine used for crushing ores 
and rock. 



Cotton rock— 1. Decomposed chert. 2. A 
variety of earthy limestone. 

Derrick— The structure erected to sink a drill 
hole, and the frame work above shafts are 
sometimes called by this name. 

Difirgingr— Mining operations, excavating the 
ore or earth. 

Dip— The angle of inclination of a mineral bed 
or vein measured from a horizontal line. 

Drill— Any tbol used for boring or drilling 
holes in rock or mineral. 

Dry bone— Carbonate of lead. 

Dump— A pile or heap of ore or waste, rock etc. 
2. The tipple by which the cars or ore buckets 
are dumped. 

Bntry or drift— A water-level heading driven 
from the surface or bottom of shaft , through 
which the pr >duot is conveyed. 

Face, or working face— The place at which 
work is being done; the ore-bearing stratum. 

Flint- Chert rock. 

Flintshire furnace— A kind of reverberatory 
furnace uged for smelting lead ores. 

Float ore— A term applied by miners to ore 
found loose In the clay or soil. 

FI1UC- Iron ore, limestone and sand which are 
added in various proportions to the charge in 
a furnace to make the gauge melt up and blow 
off easily, 

G^ena— Led sulphide, an ore carrying 86 per 
cent of lead, when pure. 

Hard lead— Lead containing certain impurities, 
mainly nickel, cobalt, antimony, etc. 

Hoister— A machine used in hoisting the pro- 
duct. It may be operated by steam or horse- 
power. 

Jack- Zinc blende. 

Jig— A machine used for separating ores from 
worthless rock by means of their difference in 
specific gravity. 

Lagging— Small round timbers, slabs or planks 
driven in behind the legs and over the col- 
lars to prevent peices of the roof or sides ftom 
falling through. 

Legs— Props on which collars in gangways rest. 

Mill cinder— The slag from the puddling fur- 
nace of a rolling mill, used as a flux in lead 
smelting. 

Mill run— The test of a given quantity ^of ore 
by actual treatment in a mill. 

Matte— A compound of iron and other metals 
with sulphur, formed .during lead smelting, 
in the slag furnace. 
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Mine— Any excavation made for the extraction 
of minerals. 

Miner— Tliis term is nsed to denote the work- 
men who mine the ore- . 

Mineral— A local term for galena or lead ore. 

Mundic— Iron pyrites; bisulphide of iron. 

Open cut— Any eurface excavation. 

Opening— A flssure or cave is often encountered 
in mining in the southwestern part of the 
State, and is locally known by this name. 

Output— The mineral product of a mine 

Pebble jack— Zinc blende in small crystals or 
pebble-like forms that is not attached to rock, 
but is found in clay openings in the rock. 

Percussion table— A kind of jolting table used 
in separating very fine ore from slimes. 

Pillar— A portion eg ore left to support the roof 

Plat or map— A map of the surface and under- 
j^round workings, or of either; to draw such, 
a map from surveys. 

Poling— The process of purifying lead by stir- 

Uring it while melted with green poles, and 

skimming off the dross that rises to the surface. 

,Post or prop— Any upright timber: applied 

particularly to the timbers used for propping 

the roof. 

Prospect hole— Any shaft or drill hole put 
down for the purpose of prospecting the 
ground. 

Bolls— Machinery for reducing disseminated 
ores, so the minerals can be separated from 
the waste. 

Boof— The rock or stratum overlying the ore 
deposit or vein. 

Seam— A Assure or joint, either empty or filled 
with foreign matter. 2 A stratafled bed of 
mineral . 

Screen— Any sieve, whether coarse or fine mesh 
or bars, or perforated sheet metal , used for sep- 
arating minerals into different grades, accord- 
ing to size. 

Scrapper— A local name given to parties who 
pick up the ore left on dumps. 

Sheave— A wheel with grooved circumference, 
over which a rope is turned, either for the 
transmission ot power or for hoisting. 

Shot— A drill-hole charged and fired; injured 
by a shot. 



Silicate— An ore containing about 60 per cent 
of zinc when pure. 

Slime— Silt con^rainiug very fine ore, ^hicb 
passes off in the water from the jigs. 

Slasr— The gangue of the ore with the fiuxes 
which are added in the furnace, ard which 
combine to make a mass that is easily melted, 
which blow» off, leaving the lead or other 
metal in a free state in the furnace. 

Smittem— Fine gravel-like ore, occurring free 
in mud openings, or derived from the .break- 

'^ ing of the ore in blasting. ; ^_ 

Smithsonite— Zinc carbonate, carrying 66 per 
cent of zinc when pure. 

Speiss— A compound of arsenic, iron and sul- 
phur added to the charge sometimes to extract 
the nickel and cobalt in the ore. 

Stuff- A common expression among lead and 
zinc miners when referring to minerals. 

String:- pump— A system of pumping whereby 
the motipn of the engines is transmitted to 
the pumps by timbers or stringers bolted to- 
gether 

Stopping— After a heading has been driven, the 
underlying ore Is mined out by stopping. 

Tailing-s— Waste rock, dirt, etc. , left alter the 
minerals have been extracted. 

Trolley— A small four-wheeled truck used for 
carrying the ore bucket underground. 

Tiff— Calcite, or carbonate of lime. 

Tuyere— The tubes through which air is forced 
into a furnace. 

Tub— Ore bucket used in hoisting. 

Wash place— A place where the ores are 
washed and separated from the waste, usually 
applied to places where hand-jigs are used. 

Zinc ores— The various ores of zinc may be di- 
vided into: 1st, the sulphide ores, or zinc 
blende— these are termed "black jack," "rosin 
jack," "steel jack," etc., ftom the color. 
The ore, when pure, carries 67 per cent zinc. 
2. The oxidized ores, "calamine," or the 
silicates of zinc known as "silicate," and 
"smichsonite," the carbonate of zinc also 
generally called as silicate. These ores carry 
about 60 per cent of zinc. 
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REPORT. 



The iron induBtry of the State is decreasing each year, to such an. 
extent as to cause a depressed feeling among those interested. 

During the past year 126,521 tons of ore were produced, against 
138,356 tons for the preceding year, showing a decrease of 11,835 tons. 
The decrease is attributed to the low prices and limited demand for the 
ore. Owing to the depression, some companies « have been compelled 
to reduce their working force. 

The Iron Mountain Gompany in St. Francois county produced 
more than 62 per cent of the State's entire output. The other more 
important companies are : Meramec Iron Gompany, of Grawford county, 
Midland Blast Furnace Gompany, with mines in Dent county, Mis- 
souri, Iron Gompany and Sligo Furnace Gompany, also of Dent county, 
and St. Louis Ore and Steel Gompany, of Iron county. 

Some of the above-named companies have a large quantity of ore 
in stock at the mines, which can be put upon the market on short 
notice. Pilot Eaiob mines, which have been large producers for several 
years past, have done but little during the past two or three years, 
owing to the main body of ore having been exhausted. 

Several ore banks are being operated in Phelps, Grawford and 
Howell counties, and the product used in the manufacturing of paints. 
But as the demand for the ore for this purpose is limited, the mining 
operations are necessarily small. 

The following table will show the names of operators or companies, 
location of mines by counties, number of mines in operation, men and 
machinery employed, together with the product and the average price 
received per ton for the ore ; and following the table we give, by coun- 
ties, a partial description of each mine, and a statement as to the 
condition in which they were found on dates of inspection : 
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CRAWFORD COUNTT. 



Production, 13,790 tons. 

Meramec Iron Mining company — E. T. Herndon, general manager* 
This mine is located at Cherry Valley, about 6 miles northeast of Mid- 
land ; connected with the Salem branch of the Frisco railroad by a 
switch. 

This deposit of ore was, encountered near the surface and has 
been followed to a d^pth of more than 100 feet. Inspection of the 
mine was made June 23 and we found about 45 or 50 men employed^ 
and most of the output was being stocked owing to the limited demand 
for the ore. 

A new incline plane had recently been made, extending from near 
the engine-house to bottom of pit, which has greatly improved the 
hoisting facilities. 

Wages of employes are from $L.10to $1.50perday; houses fur- 
nished to married men free of rent. 

During the past year there have been 13,790 tons of ore of 2000 
pounds produced, against an output of 40,065 tons for the preceding 
year. 

Wm. J. Sanlcey — A deposit of bituminous coal was opened up by 
this gentleman a year or two ago, located about two miles east of 
Slago station on the branch road leading to Slago furnace. Two shafts 
have been sunk upon the deposit and considerable coal taken out to 
supply local trade. 

It dips from about 30° to perpendicular, and has been followed for 
about 55 yards. One peculiar feature of the deposit is an abrupt change 
in its course. It was struck near Flat branch and followed 120 feet 
northwest ; here it changed its course to due west, and has been fol- 
lowed about 50 feet in that direction. The coal contains considerable 
sulphur and slakes very readily on being exposed to the weather. It 
is not supposed that the deposit extends over any great amount of 
territory. 



DENT COUNTY. 

Production, 24,794 tons. 

Midland Blast Furnace company — Mr. B. B. Reagan, manager. 
Mine located at Oondray, and connected with the Salem branch of the 
Frisco railway by a switch. 

The mine has been in operation several years, during which time 
it has produced about 95,000 tons of ore, but not more than one half 

Digitized by KjKJKJ\1 IC 



STATE MINE INSPBOTOB. 269 

of the product has been marketed, the remainder being in stock at the 
mine. The ore here, like many of the other banks in the county, was 
struck near the surface, therefore worked by an open cut, to a depth 
of 80 feet. Some little drifting, however, has been done during the 
past year or two. 

The ore is shipped to Midland, and smelted at the company's blast 
furnace. 

From 25 to 30 men are employed, whose wages are from $1.00 to 
$1.26 per day of 10 hours. 

Missouri Iron company — E. B. Sankey manager. Mine located 
about one mile south of Salem, and conpected with the Salem branch 
of the Frisco railroad by a switch. 

Work had been suspended inside, prior to our inspection, and the 
workmen were employed sinking a new slope under the old one. This 
was necessary on account of a squeeze which had occurred in the old 
slope, partially closing it in. 

The ore was struck near the surface several years ago, and the 
mine put into actual operation in 1873, since which time probably 
245,000 tons of ore have been produced. 

About 25 men are employed, whose wages are from $1.00 to $1.50 
per day. * 

The Jamison bank, located about 3 miles southwest of Salem, is 
also owned by this company, but only a small amount of ore has been 
produced by it during the past year, owing to the limited demand for 
the product. 

Slago Furnace company — H. A. Crawford, president, and E. L. 
Foot, manager. This company owns and is operating what is known 
as the "Oraig" bank, in Crawford county, and Plank bank, in Dent 
county. 

The Craig bank is located near Slago station. It has been ope- 
rated for several years, but only in a limited manner. At date of 
inspection (June 25), only a few men were employed. The deposit now 
being worked seems to dip to the southwest, and runs very irregular. 

The Plank bank is located about 7 miles west of Howe's station, 
and is connected with the Salem branch of the Frisco railroad by a 
switch. 

, Mine was idle at date of our visit, caused by the recent heavy 
rains flooding it; therefore no inspection could be made of the inside 
workings. However, an effort was being made to drain the mine so 
as to resume operation again. The company was sinking another shaft, 
which was down 172 feet below the surface, Mr. Needier, mine super- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



270 ANNUAL BEPOBT OP THE 

intendent, informed us that this shaft woald be sunk to a second level 
40 feet below the level worked in the old shaft. These shafts were 
sunk to work out a body of ore which extends back under the embank- 
ment from the main deposit. 

The output is shipped to Sligo, and smelted at the company^s 
smelter. The two mines together furnish employment to about 35 or 
40 men ; wages of employes are from $1.00 to $1.50 per day. 



HOVTBLL COUNTY. 
Prod act ion, 320 tons. 
D. Carson Iron company— Mine known as the "Lemons bank.^' 
It is located about 3*miles southwest of West Plains, and connected 
with the Kansas City, Ft. Scott & Memphis railroad by a switch. 

Mr. D. Carson, manager, writes us that the mine has been idle 
most of the past year on account of small demand for the ore. This 
is the only ore* producing min^ in the county. 



FEANKLIN COUNTY. 
Production, 333 tons. 

Several iron^deposits are known to exist in this county, some of 
which are now or have been operated in a small manner. A company 
under the name of Anaconda Copper and Iron company, with C. J. 
Kostaba, president, and Charles Schultz, superintendent, has been 
organized and opening is up a mine about 4 miles east of Dry Branch 
station. At date of inspection ( June 21 ) they were erecting a con- 
centrating plant for treating the copper ore, which they claim exists in 
paying quantities. The shaft was partially filled with water at date of 
our visit, therefore we did not see much of the ore body. Ko ore has 
been shipped from the mine during the past year. 

Julian Pickles and others are operating a mine about 3 miles south 
of Dry branch, but only in a small way — most of the product being 
used in the manufacturing of paints. Copper is also found in this 
mine, but we are not advised as to its merchantable value or the extent 
of the deposit. 
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IRON COUNT r. 
Production, 7049 tons. 

8t. Louis Ore & Steel company — Mine located at Pilot Knob, but 
general office of company at St. Louis. The property went into the 
ha^nds of a receiver in 1890, E. A. Hitchcock being appointed. 

At date of inspection (June 1, 1892), work was coniined to an open 
cut on the north slope of the mountain and about half way up the same, 
the old mine near the top of the mountain having been worked out and 
abandoned in 1890. 

The ore is of the specularhematite variety and runs from 48 to 60^ 
metallic iron, and contains but little phosphorus. For this reason it 
has long been noted as a good ore for the manufacturing of Bessemer 
steel. 

Work was suspended last September, and the mine was idle unti 
about the 1st of May, hence the output has not been near so large as it 
was for the preceding year. 

About 25 to 30 men are employed at the mine, whose wages are 
from $1.25 to $1.60 per day for ten hours' work. 



PHELPS COUNTY. 

Production, 1266 tons. 
E. W. James — Is operating the Eeed bank, located about 7 miles 
west of St. James, in section 31, township 37, range 6, west. The mine 
has only been operated in a small way during the past year, and we 
are advised that all the ore that has been mined has been utilized in 
the manufacturing of paints. 

William James — Mine located several miles southeast of St. James, 
in section 2, township 37, and range 6, west. The output during the 
past few years has been smaU, owing to depreciation in price. We are 
informed that most of the ore during the past Ave years has been used 
in making paints. 

Several other ore deposits occur in this county, but owing to the 
limited demand for the product, they are not being operated. 
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^ ST. FRANCOIS COUNTY. 

Production, 78,969 tons. 

Iron Mountain company — Ghas. 0. Maflfitt, president, and Ohas. A. 
Pilley, secretary and manager. 

Mine located at Iron Mountain, in section 3L, township 35 north, 
and range 4 east. 

These mines have been in operation for a number of years, during 
which time about 3,000,000 tons of ore have been produced, but the 
output has been gradually decreasing during the past few years, due to 
the limited demand for the ore. 

We were informed at date of inspection that no less than 171,000 
tons of ore were in stock at the mines, as the result of an over-produc- 
tion, and for this reason all the night- work in the mines was suspended 
about one year ago, throwing 60 men out of employment. 

The plant is well equipped with good machinery of ample capacity 
to do the work required. A machine shop and foundry is run in con- 
nection with the mines, where all their fools are repaired and castings 
made. 

About 210 men and boys are employed in and about the mines, 
whose wages are from $1.15 to $1.80 per day — underground men receiv- 
ing from $1.36 to $1.80 i>er day, while the outside workmen are paid 
from $1.15 to $1.35 for same time. 

The following named mines and openings were in operation during 
the past year : 

Shaft No. 1 — This is probably the largest producing mine owned 
by the company. It is equipped with good hoisting machinery, which 
was in good condition at date of inspection (May 31). The ore dips to 
the south from the bottom of shaft at an angle of 10° to 14°, therefore 
a slope was driven from a point near the bottom of shaft, following the 
ore body. This slope has been driven for a distance of more than 1400 
feet. Ore is brought up the hill by two stationary engines, one located 
at the top of slope and the other at a point about one-half way down. 
Near where the slope intersects the main level (or the level upon which 
the shaft was sunk), the ore body was 26 to 40 feet in thickness, but is 
thinning out as it is followed down the slope. The mine is dry and 
fairly well ventilated ; the exhaust from the mining machines, hoisting 
engines and pumps, which are run by compressed air, greatly assists 
ventilation. The mine furnishes employment to about 40 men. 

Shaft No. 2 — Is also a steam plant ; shaft 180 feet deep. The prin- 
cipal part of the ore is mined in an open cut, which lies just north of 
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the shaft, and brought through a tunnel from the cut to shaft botton 
and hoisted out. The ore in the open cut has been followed from the 
surface. Mine was idle at date of Inspection, caused by the heavy 
rains which had fallen a few days before. 

Incline No. 2 — Most of the ore produced was being mined in Ko. 3 
slope, but hoisted out of this mine. The roof overlying the ore is not 
good. This may be attributed to the ore body lying so near the sur- 
face. About 25 men were employed at date of inspection. 

Ore was also being worked in two or three open cuts, and several 
men were employed digging surface ore at different places. 



18— M 
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LIST OP IRO^f MINE OPEBATORS. 

Operating during the past year^ with location of mine and postoffice address, 
CEAWFOBD COUNTY. 



Name of operator or company. 


PoBtofflce. 


Mine located near 


Meramec Iron Minin&r Co 


Midland 


Midland 








DENT COUNTY. 


Midland Blast Furnace Co 


• 


Midland (Crawford Co.) 
Salem 


Condray 

Salem 


Missouri Iron Co 




Sligo Furnace Co 


Sligo 


Sligo 




FBANKTiTN COUNTY. 


Julian Pickles 


Dry Branch Station .... 


Dry Branch Station . . 




HOWELL COUNTY. 


D . Carson Iron Co 


West Plains 


West Plains 








IBON COUNTY. 


St Louis Ore and Steel Co. . . . , 


St . Louis 


Pilot Knob 








PHELPS COUNTY. 


E. W". James ..... 


St. James 


St. James 


William James 


t < 


( k 








ST. FEANCOIS COUNTY. 


Iron Mountain Co 


Iron Mountain 


Iron Mountain 
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MINING LAWS OF MISSOURI. 



CHAPTER 115. 

Abticlb I— Mines and mining. 

II— Safety and inspection of mines. 

AETIOLB I. 
MINES AND MINING. 



Section 
7031. Bights of miners and owners of mining 
lands— condition of permits. 
Forfeiture. 
Tender of payment. 
Notice to owner or lessee. 
Sale of ore. 

Injunction or restraining orders— notice 
of application to dissolve. 
7040. Affidavit of course of drift and order to 
be made. 
Order to be read. 

Befasal to obey order a misdemeanor. 
Owner or lessee shall drain mine, etc. 
Scrapping for ore prohibited, etc —pen- 
alty. 

7045. Indemnity bond required to mine in cer- 
. tain cities etc.— violation a misde- 
meanor—penalty . 

7046. Notice of intention to mine, publication 
required. 

Petiiion to circuit court— court to flz and 
approve bond. 



7085. 
7036. 
7087. 
7038. 
7039. 



7041. 
7042. 
7048. 
7044. 



7047. 



Section 

7048. Testimony on application- bond, etc.— 
time granted. 

Bond required. 

Written permission of property owner 
— violation , misdemeanor— penalty, 
fines, etc 

Costs attending notice. 

Diagram of mines, etc., to be filed in 
court. 

Application of article to mining compa- 
nies. 

Screening coal before weighing pro- 
hibited. 

Weighman shall take an oath, etc.— pen- 
alty. 

Penalty for using false scales. 

Shall apply to loaders in certain mines. 

Checks redeemable in money or goods, 
etc. 

Employes to be paid monthly, etc. 

Kefusal to redeem orders— penalty. 



7049. 
7050. 



7051. 
7062. 

7058. 

7054. 

7055. 

7056. 
7057. 
7058. 

7059. 
7060. 



Sec. 7034. Biigkts of miners and owners of mineral lands — condition of permits » — 
When any person owning real estate in this state, or any person having a leasehold 
interest in such real estate for mining purposes by lease from the owner thereof, 
duly acknowledged and recorded in the county wherein the land lies, shall permit 
any person or persons, other than their servants, agents or employes, to enter and 
dig or mine thereon for lead ore or other minerals, with the consent of such owner 
t>r owners or lessee, he or they shall keep a printed statement of the terms, condi- 
tions and requirements upon which such lands may be mined or prospected, and 
the time during which the right to mine or prospect thereunder shall continue, 
posted or hung up in a conspicuous place, in plain, legible characters, in the prin- 
cipal office or place of business of such person or company in the county in which 
said lands are situated, or in a county contiguous thereto, and shall deliver to any 
person mining or prospecting, or about to mine or prospect on said lands, and 
requesting it, a printed copy of such statement. All persons digging or mining on 
said lands, after the posting up of such statement, shall be deemed to have agreed 
to and accepted the terms thereof, and shall, together with such owner or lessee, 
be bound thereby, and upon failure or refusal to comply with the terms, conditions 
and requirements of such statement, he or they shall forfeit all right thereunder, 
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and the owner or lessee, as aforesaid, of such lands, may re-enter thereon and take 
possession of the same ; nor shall the receipt of any ore or mineral by any sucb 
owner or lessee, after any such forfeiture has been incurred, be deemed or taken a» 
a waiver of such forfeiture. (R. 8. 1879, J 6441— a.) 

Sec. 7035. Forfeiture.— Whenever any such owner or lessee of real estate shall 
permit any person or persons, other than their servants, agents or employes, to- 
enter and dig for lead ore or other minerals on such real estate, with his consent,, 
but without such owner or lessee complying with the provieions of section 7034^ 
and such person or persons having so entered upon said lands by the permission or 
consent of such owner or lessee as aforesaid, and having in good faith dug or 
opened any shaft, mine, quarry, prospect or deposit of mineral, or extended or 
opened from any shaft or mine any room, drift, entry or other excavation, he or 
they shall have the exclusive right as against such owner or lessee giving such 
permit or consent, and against any person claiming by, through or under such 
owner or lessee, to continue to work, mine and dig such shaft, mine, prospect or 
deposit of mineral so dug or opened by him or them as aforesaid, in said real 
estate, with a right of way over such lands for the purpose of such mining, for the 
term of three years from the date of the giving of such consent or permit : Pro- 
vided^ however, that if such person or persons, in each case so mining as aforesaid, 
shall fail or neglect to work or cause to be worked such shaft, mine, quarry, pros- 
pect or deposit of mineral for ten days, not including Sundays, in any one calendar 
month, after commencing said work, he or they shall forfeit all rights to work, mine 
or hold the same as against such owner or lessee, unless such failure or neglect was 
caused by unavoidable circumstances, or by the act of such owner or lessee or hla 
agent, or unless such owner or lessee consent thereto : Provided further, that such 
person or persons, so mining as aforesaid, shall pay to the owner or lessee of said 
lands giving such permit or consent the royalty for mining thereon, at least once 
every month, if demanded by such owner or lessee, by delivering the same to him 
at or near the mouth or opening of such mice, shaft or quarry, or at the nearest 
usual place of business of such owner or lessee, or at any other place that may be 
agreed upon by such miner and owner or lessee ; which said royalty, unless other- 
wise agreed upon by them, shall be the same in kind and proportionate amount as 
Is paid by others mining the same kind of ore or mineral on said lands to f^uch 
owner or lessee, or the value of such royalty In cash; and If there be no otber 
person mining on said lands on terms prescribed by such owner or lessee, then he 
or they shall pay to such owner or lessee the same rate and kind of royalty on lead 
ore or minerals taken out by him or them as Is paid by miners on lands nearest 
thereto belonging to other persons, or the value of such royalty In cash. Such 
owner or lessee of any real estate shall have a lien on all minerals taken or dug 
therefrom for the royalty due thereon until the same Is paid ; and If any such per- 
son or persons so mining shall refuse or fall to pay such royalty to such owner or 
lessee, or his agent, when demanded as aforesaid, he or they shall thereby forfeit 
the right to work such mine, shaft, quarry, prospect or deposit of mineral, and the 
said owner or lessee may thereupon enter and take possession of the same. (R. S» 
1879, § 6442.) 

Skc. 7036. Tender of payment— Any such person or persons who, by the per- 
mission or consent of the owner or lessee of any real estate, and having the right 
to mine thereon, and having entered and dug or mined thereon any lead ore or 
other mineral, shall have the right to the exclusive possession of such ore or mio- 

(a) The statement in this Bection amounts to a license, revocable npon cone ition broken, and 
when forfeited proprietor may re-enter and take possession. 74 Mo. 173. 



Digitized'by 



Googk 



STATB MINE INSPBCTOE. 277 

«ral, except the royalty thereon, which shall be paid as hereinbefore provided, until 
lie or they shall be paid or tendered by such owner or lessee of such real estate the 
then highest market price in cash paid by such owner or lessee for the same kind of 
ore or mineral dug or mined on said lands, and it no other such ores or minerals 
are at the time being dug or mined on said lands and sold to such owner or lessee, 
then the highest price paid for such ore or mineral dug on lands nearest thereto 
shall be paid or tendered by such owner or lessee in such case ; and upon such pay- 
ment or tender, the absolute right to the possession of such lead ore or other min- 
eral so dug out and mined under the provisions of the next preceding section, and 
for which such payment or tender shall have been made, shall vest in such owner 
or lessee. (R S. 1879, i 6443.} 

Skc. 7037. Notice to owner or leasee. -r-lf any person or persons having dug or 
mined lead ore or other mineral, and having the same in his or their possession, and 
having oflfered to deliver such mineral according to contract, or paid or tendered 
the royalty, if any, due thereon, or the value of such royalty in cash, to such owner 
or lessee of said real estate, or to his agent, shall serve or cause to be served a no- 
tlcd in writing upon such owner or lessee or his agent, by delivering td him a copy 
thereof, or by leaving a copy thereof at the usual place of abode of such owner, 
lessee or agent, with some member of the family over the age of fifteen years, stat- 
ing In such notice the amount of lead ore or other mineral he or they have ready for 
•delivery, and requiring such owner, lessee or agent to receive and pay for the same, 
the said owner or lessee shall, within five days after the service of such notice, 
receive and pay for such lead ore or other mineral which the said person or persons 
-digging or mining the same may deliver to him, not exceeding the amount named 
in the notice ; and In such case. If such owner or lessee fall or refuse within the 
time aforesaid to pay for such lead ore or mineral delivered or offered to be dellv- 
-ered to him as aforesaid at the said price, then in that event the said person or per- 
sons who dug and mined the same shall thereupon acquire an absolute title to such 
lead ore or mineral, and may thereupon dispose of the same to any person or In any 
manner he or they may chooae. (R. S. 1879, § 6444.) 

Skc. 7038. Sale of ore.— A.11 lead ore or other mineral, dug or mined in or upon 
the lands of any person in this state, shall be deemed and held to be the absolute 
property of the owner or lessee of such lands, except in cases it is modified, changed 
or transferred by express contract ; and any person who shall unlawfully sell or con- 
vert to his own use, or remove or dispose of, or in any manner make away with or 
oonceal any such ore or mineral, so as to deprive the owner thereof of the same, shall 
be deemed guilty of grand or petit larceny, according to the value of such ore or 
mineral. (R. S. 1879, J 6445.) 

8bo. 7039. Injunction or restraining orders — notice of application to dissolve. — No 
injunction or restraining order shall be granted by any court or by any judge thereof 
to enjoin or restrain the working of any mine or mines, or in any manner to inter- 
fere with the same, except upon notice first being given to the person working 
or operating said mine or mines, and sought to be enjoined or restrained, which 
notice shall be served by delivering to such person a copy thereof, or by leaving a 
-copy thereof at his usual place of abode with a member of the family over the age 
of fifteen years, at least Ave days before the day set for the hearing of the applica- 
tion for the injunction ; and the court or judge granting such injunction or restrain- 
ing order shall have the power, upon good cause being shown, to dissolve, vacate 
or modify any such Injunction or restraining order at any time after the same shall 
have been granted, whether in term time or vacation : Provided^ that the party 
applying to such court or judge to dissolve, vacate or modify any such injunction 
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or restraining order shall give due notice to the opposite party of such intended 
application. (R. S. 1879, i 6446.) 

Skc. 7040. Affidavit of course of drift and order to he made, — When any owner, 
tenant or sub-tenant of a lot or lots or tract of land shall file with any justice of 
the peace within the county in which said lot or lots or tract of land may be situated 
his or her affidavit, or the affidavit of any other creditable person for them, stating^ 
that from knowledge, information or belief, the party or parties owning, controling^ 
or working the adjoining lot or lots or tract of land, and upon which said party or 
parties are sinking shafts, mining, excavating and running drifts, and that said 
drifts in which said p&rties are digging, mining and excavating mineral ore or veins- 
of coal extend beyond the lines and boundaries of said lot or lots or tract of land, 
owned, controlled or worked by them, and have entered in and upon the premises^ 
of the party or parties making said affidavit, or for whom said affidavit is made, 
the justice of the peace, after first being tendered his lawful fees, shall issue hi»^ 
written order and deliver or cause the same to be delivered to the county surveyor 
or his deputy, commanding him, after his reasonable fees have been tendered, to- 
proceed without delay to survey said drift by entering any and all shafts upon said 
lot or lots or tract of land that he (the surveyor) may see fit, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the course and distance of said drift or drifts, and to locate the same 
upon the surface. (R. S. 1879, J 6447.) 

Sec . 7041 . Order to he r«arf.— The surveyor shall, before entering upon said duty, 
read said order to the party or parties owning, controlling or working any shaft or 
shafts on said lot or lots or tract of land. (R. S. 1879, J 6448.) 

Sec. 7042. Refusal to ohey order a misdemeanor, — If said party or parties owning,, 
controlling or working said shaft or shafts on said lot or lots or tract of land shall 
refuse, hinder or prevent said county surveyor or his deputy and his assistant from 
entering said shaft or shafts or drifts, to make the survey so ordered by the justice 
of the peace, and every person so offending shall, on convictloa, be adjudged guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and punished by imprisonment in the county jail for a term of 
not exceeding one year, or by fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, or by both 
said fine and imprisonment. (R. S. 1879, J 6449.) 

Sec. 7043. Owner or lessee shall drain mine, etc* — When any person owning any 
real estate in this state, or any person or persons having a leasehold therein for the 
purpose of mining for lead or zinc ore thereon by lease from such owner, shall open 
such real estate for mining purposes, and shall permit any person or persons other 
than their agents, servants or employes to enter and dig or mine for lead or zine 
ores thereon, and shall make any rule or contract whereby any pump-rent or royalty^ 
is reserved unto said land owner or lessee for the drainage of the land so mined, 
and shall fail or refuse to drain any such land or mining lot to the full depth to 
which the laborers are working or seeking to work, but prevented by water, then 
and in such event, such owner or lessee thereof shall not be entitled to collect or 
retain any pump-rent or royalty so reserved as aforesaid for any ores taken from 
said mine or lot, below the depth of the water level in said mine or lot, so long a» 
said owner or lessee shall fail or refuse to drain said mine, nor shall such land owner 
or lessee be entitled to forfeit any right to hold and mine said lot so long as work 
jS prevented therein by reason of water accumulated therein, on account of any 
failure to drain said mine by such land owner or lessee, any rule, contract or agree* 
ment to the contrary notwithstanding. (New section.) 

Sec. 7044. Scrapping for ore prohihUed, etc. — penalty, — It shall be unlawful for 
any person to take or in any manner receive or obtain any lead or zinc ore by- 
means of gleaning or culling, commonly called '* scrapping," without first having^ 
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obtained the written consent of the person having possession and control of the 
mine from which said ores are to be taken ; and it shall be unlawful for any person 
or company of persons to purchase, or in any manner to receive any lead or zinc 
ore which may have been stolen or taken by means of culling or gleaning, com- 
monly called "scrapping," without such written consent as aforesaid, knowing 
that said ores have been so stolen or taken without written consent, as herein pro- 
vided. Any person violating the provisions of this section, on conviction, shall be 
punished by fine of not more than one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the 
county jail not more than one yeai, or by both Such fine and imprisonment ; and the 
inadequacy of the price paid for such ore, the quantity purchased, or received, and 
the fact that the person from whom such ores may have been purchased or received 
is not regularly engaged in running or operating mines for such ores, may be shown, 
and shall be received as jyrima facie evidence of guilty knowledge of the person so 
purchasing or receiving such ores : Provided, haweoer, that nothing herein contained 
shall be so construed as to prevent any person from gleaming, culling or scrapping 
for ores about his own mine, nor to prevent any person from purchasihg such ores 
when the same have been obtained in such manner by the owner or operator of any 
such mine. (New section . ) 

Hbo. 7045. Indemnity bond required to mine in certain cities^ etc — violation a misde-' 
meanor— penalty.— "So person, company or corporation shall hereafter sink a shaft, 
mine, tunnel, excavate or drift for coal, or take out any coal of any kind within the 
corporate limits or designated boundaries of any city, town or village in this state 
containing one thousand inhabitants or more, without having first applied and filed, 
and have approved, an indemnity bond as hereinafter provided for; and any per- 
son or persons violating the provisions of this section, and any member or stock- 
holder or officer of any company or corporation who shall violate the provisions of 
this section, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof, 
shall be punished by fine of not less than ^ve hundred dollars, or imprisonment in 
the county Jail for not less than six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
(R. S. 1879,2 6450.) 

Skc. 7046. Notice of intention to mine — pitblication required, — Every person, com- 
pany or corporation desiring to carry on any of the mining operations provided 
for in the preceding section shall give at least thirty days' notice of such intention 
by notice printed and published in some newspaper printed in such town, city or 
village wherein such mining operations are proposed to be carried on, or if no 
newspaper be printed in such city, town or village, then in some newspaper 
printed in said county, or if no newspaper be printed in such county, then by 
written or printed hand -bills posted up in six public places in the city, town or 
village wherein such mining operations are proposed to be carried on. Such notice 
shall contain an accurate description of the locality where such mining operations 
are to be carried on, giving the number of lot and block, and shall also state the 
nature of such mining operations, and name 8ome day of the term of the next 
circuit court in said county, thereafter to be holden, when such person, company 
or corporation will ofier for filing and approval the indemnity bond hereinafter 
provided for. (R. S. 1879, J 6451.) 

Skc. 7047. Petition to circuit court — couH to fix and approve bond. — On the day men- 
tioned in such notice, the persons, company or corporation proposing to carry on 
such mining operations shall present their petition to said circuit court, setting out 
the locality of the proposed mines and the nature and extent of the proposed min- 
ing operations, and shall also file with such petition the title papers of such person 
or company or corporation to the lands on which such mining operations are pro- 
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posed to be carried on, showing either the fee simple title of such land in sucb 
company, or the right to mine beneath or in such land, and shall also contain the 
names of all persons to be offered as security upon the mining bond of such per- 
sons, company or corporation, and shall pray the court to fix and approve the 
' minii^ bond of such persons or corporation. (R. S. 1879, § 6452.) 

Sec. 7048. Testimony on application — bond, etc. — time granted, — The court may, 
upon such application, hear testimony upon all the matters involved in such appli- 
cation, including testimony upon the solvency and responsibility of the sureties 
offered, and may hear testimony from any parties interested in the lots and lands 
in the neighborhood of such proposed mining operations, and if the court is satis- 
fied that the proposers own the land or mining privileges under the land described 
in their petition, the court* shall fix the amount of the bond to be given by such 
proposers, such bond to be in no case for less than one thousand dollars ; and upon 
the giving and approval of such bond so fixed by the court, the court shall enter its 
order authorizing the mining operations specified in said petition, and upon the 
localities therein named, and not elsewhere, for the space of two years, unless in 
the meanwhile revoked. (R. S. 1879, J 6453.) 

Sec. 7019. Bond required.Snch bond shall be signed by the proposers, and by 
not less than two sureties, to be approved by said court, residents of the county 
wherein such mining is to be carried on, and shall be made payable to the state of 
Missouri, and conditioned thai the principal in said bond shall carry on the mining 
operations proposed in the petition in a careful manner, and the said parties shall 
not mine, dig, excavate nor take coal nor earth from nor under any land or lots 
than that described in the said bond, and ehall pay all damages that may be sus- 
tained by any and all persons by reason of the violation of any of the conditions of 
said bond, and any and all charges, fines and penalties that may be levied, assessed 
against or imposed upon the said proposers, their agents, servants, stockholders, 
officers or employes, by reason of any violation of the conditions of said bond or 
any of the provisions of this law. (R. S. 1879, J 6454 ) 

Sec. 7050. Written permission of property otoner^violation^ misdemeanor — penalty y 
fines, etc.— Any person or persons who shall in person or by their servant, agent 
or employe, dig, excavate, mine, tunnel or drift upon or under the lands or lots of 
another, within the incorporate limits or designated boundaries of any city, town 
or village in this state, and every officer and stockholder that shall either authorize 
or permit its servants, agents or employes to dig, excavate, mine, tunnel or drift 
upon or under the lands or lots of another within such limits or boundaries of such 
city, town or village, without the written permission of the owner or owners of such 
land or lots, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished, on 
conviction, for every such offense, by fine of not less than five hundred dollars, with 
costs, which fine and costs, if not paid within five days after conviction, may be 
sued for and recovered against the parties and sureties on the mining bond of such 
per&onS) company or corporation liable for such acts, in a suit upon such bond, in 
the name of the state of Missouri, to the use of the county in which such offense 
is committed ; such fine, when collected, shall be paid, one-half to the owner of the 
property injured by such offense and the other half into the school fund of such 
county ; but no such conviction shall be a bar to the owner of such property prose- 
cuting a suit on said bond to his own use for the damages sustained by any such 
offense. Every such conviction, whether appealed from or not, shall work a for- 
feiture of the authority to mine granted such person, company or corporation 
liable, and they shall not proceed further with the operations, except by making 
application and giving a new bond as in the first instance. (R. S. 1879, J 6455.) 
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Sec. 7051, Costa attending notice, — Tbe costs attendiDg the giving notice, making 
application and receiying mining privileges shall all be paid by the person, com- 
pany or corporation mailing the same, and no such privilege shall take effect antil 
all such costs be paid. (R. S. 1879, J 6456.) 

Sec. 7052. Diagram of mines, etc, to he filed in court,— kt each term of the circuit 
court, during the continuance of any mining license, every person, company or 
corporation carrying on such mining operations shall, at their own expense, cause 
to be made* by the county surveyor of the county where such mines are located, and 
filed with the court, under oath of such surveyor, a complete and true diagram of 
€uch mines, showing with reference to the boundaries of such mines, and the lots 
and lands of neighboring owners, the extent of such mines, their drifts, tunnels and 
excavations, giving the length and breadth of each drift, bank and tunnel, so as to 
fully inform the court and parties in interest of the extent and character of such 
mining operations. Such plats and diagrams shall remain on file with the clerk of 
«uch court, and shaU not be removed by any one from the files of such court. Any 
failure to file the diagram and plat herein provided for, or to make such diagram 
«how all the particulars herein provided for, shall work a forfeiture of the mining 
privileges of such person, company or corporation, which forfeiture the court shall, 
on the motion of any party in interest, declare on three days' notice to the party 
holding such license or privilege. (R. S. 1879, J 6457 ) 

Sec. 7053. Application of article to mining companies, — In no case shall the eight 
preceding sections of this article be so construed as to apply to persons, companies 
•or corporations engaged in mining for lead, zinc or other ores of minerals, except 
<;oal. (R. S. 1879, J 6458, amended ) 

Sec. 7054. Screening coal before weighing prohibited. — It shall be unlawful for any 
mine owner, lessee or operator of coal mines in this state, employing miners at 
bushel or ton rates, or other quantity, to pass the output of coal mined by said 
miners over any screen or other device which shall take any part from the value 
thereof, before the same shall have been weighed and duly credited to the employe 
sending the same to the surface, and accounted for at the legal rate of weights as 
fixed by the laws of Missouri. (Laws 1885, p. 207.) 

Sec. 7055. Weighman shall take an oath, etc , penalty ,—T\iQ weigh man employed 
at any mine shall subscribe an oath or affirmation before a justice of the peace, or 
other officer authorized to administer oaths, to do justice between employer and 
omploye, and welgh^the output of coal from the mines as herein^rovided. The miners 
employed by or engaged in working for any mine owner, operator or lessee of any 
mine in this state shall have the privilege, if they desire, of employing at their own 
expense a check-weihgman, who shall have like rights, powers and privileges In the 
weighing of coal as the regular weighman, and be subject to the same oath and 
penalties as the regular weighman. Said oath or affirmation shall be kept conspic- 
uously posted In the weigh office, and any weigher of coal, or person so employed, 
who shall knowingly violate any of the provisions of this article, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be punished by fine of not less 
than twenty-five nor more than one hundred dollars for each offense, or by impris- 
onment in the county jail for a period not to exceed thirty days, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment, procedlngs to be instituted in any court having competent 
iurlsdlction, (Laws 1885, p. 208, amended. Laws 1887, p. 218, amended.) 

Sec. 7056. Penalty for using false scales, — Any person or persons having or using 
any scale or scales for the purpose of weighing the output of coal at mines, so ar- 
ranged or constructed that fraudulent weighing may be done thereby, or who shall 
knowingly resort to or employ any means whatsoever, by reason of which such 
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coal is not correctly weighed and reported in accordance with the provisions of 
this article, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall, upon conviction, 
for each such offense, be punished by a fine of not less than two hundred dollars nor 
more than five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period 
not to exceed sixty days, or by both such fine and imprisonment, proceedings to 
be instituted in any court of competent jurisdiction. (Laws 1885, p. 208.) 

8kc, 7057. Shall apply to loaders in certain miw««.— The manner of weighing, as 
hereinbefore provided for, shall apply to the class of workers in mines known a& 
loaders, engaged in mines wherein the mining is done by machinery, whenever the 
workmen are under contract to load coal by the bushel, ton, or any quantity the 
settlement of which is had by weight. (Laws of 1885. p. 208, amended.) 

Sec. 7058. Checks redeemable in money or goods, etc — It shall not be lawful for any 
corporation, person or firm engaged in manufacturing or mining in this state to- 
issue, pay out or circulate for payment of the wages of labor, any order, check,, 
memorandum, token or evidence of indebtedness, payable in whole or in part 
otherwise than in lawful money of the United Staces, unless the same is negotiable 
and redeemable at its face value, without discount, in cash or in goods, wares or 
merchandise or supplies, at the option of the holder, at the store or other place of 
business of such firm, person or corporation, or at the store of any other person on 
whom such paper may be drawn, where goods, wares or merchandise are kept for 
sale, sold or exchanged ; and the person who, or corporation, firm or company 
which, may issue any such order, check, memorandum, token or other evidence of 
indebtedness, shall, upon presentation and demand, within thirty days from date or 
delivery thereof, redeem the same in goods, wares, merchandise or supplies at the 
current cash market price for like goods, wares, merchandise or supplies, or in law- 
ful money of the United States, as may be demanded by the holder of any such 
order, memorandum, token or other evidence of indebtedness: Provided, that if 
said corporation, person or firm engaged as specified in this section have a regular 
pay-day once in every thirty days, then said corporation, person or firm shall not 
be required to redeem such token or evidence of indebtedness in cash until the 
first pay-day after the same become payable, as herein provided, and such token or 
evidence of indebtedness shall be presented for payment in cash only on such pay- 
days. (Laws 1881, p. 73, amended, Laws 1885, p. 83.) 

Sec. 7059. Employes to he paid monthly, e^c— The employes of operators of minea 
mentioned in this article shall be regularly paid at least once in every thirty days, 
and at no pay-day shall there be withheld of the earnings of any employe any sum 
to exceed the amount due him for his labor for the four days next preceding any 
such pay-day. And such operators shall, whenever demand therefor shall be 
made by any employe, issue to such employe a due-bill for the amount due him up 
to the day of the demand, which due-bill phall be negotiable, whatever the form 
thereof shall be, and shall be redeemed by such operator in cash or its equivalent, 
at the option of the holder, on any pay-day, if the same shall be presented for re- 
demption by any holder thereof; and any such operator failing or refusing to pay 
his employes, or to issue to them his dne-bills as in this section provided, shall be- 
come immediately liable to any such employe in double the sum due such employe 
at the time of such failure or refusal, to be recovered by civil action in the name of 
such employe in any court of competent jurisdiction of the state. And no employe 
within the meaning of this article shall be deemed to have waWed any right accru- 
ing to him under this section by any contract he may make contrary to the provi- 
sions hereof. (New section . ) 
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Sec. 7060. Refusal to redeem orders^ penalty. — Any officer or agent of any cor- 
poration, or any person, firm or company engaged in the business of manufactar- 
ing or mining in this state, who 'by themselves or agent shall issue or circulate in 
payment for wages of labor any order, check, memorandum, token or evidence of 
indebtedness, payable in whole or in part otherwise than in lawful money of the 
United States, without being negotiable and payable at the option of the holder in 
goods, wares, merchandise, supplies or lawful money of the United States, a& 
required by section 7058 of this article, or who shall fail to redeem the same when 
presented for payment within thirty days from date or delivery thereof, by said 
company or its agent at his or their oflSce or place of business, in lawful money of 
the United States, or who shall compel or attempt to coerce any employe of an y 
such corporation, person, firm or company to purchase goods, wares, merchandise 
or supplies from any particular person, firm or corporation, shall be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be fined not less than ten nor more than 
five hundred dollars for each and every such offense. (Laws 1885, p. 84.) 



ARTICLE II. 
SAFETY AND INSPECTION OF MINES. 



Section 
7061 . MapB of mines to be prepared , etc . 

Inspector to make maps if owner fails, 

etc. 
Escapement shafts, when and how con- 

stiucted, etc. 
Ventilation, Are- damp. 
Bore-holes. 
Signaling— hoisting— certain minors not 

to work, etc. 
Regulations for hoisting. 
Boilers — fencing entrances — signals , 

etc. 



7062. 

706S. 

7064. 
7065. 
7066. 

7067. 

7068. 



Section 

7069. Accidents— dnty and power of inspec- 

tor, etc. 

7070. Fines, how recovered. 

7071. Governor to appoint inspector, etc. 

7072 . Duties of inspector— reports . 

7078. Inspector may enter mines at any time, 

etc. 
7074. In case of injury or death, right of 

action . . 
7076 . Bnles of working mines— penalty . 

7076. Prop-timbers. 

7077. Explosives to be kept in strong box, etc. 



Sec. 7061. Maps of mines to be prepared^ e<c.— The owner, agent or operator of 
each and every mine in this state, employing ten or more men, shall make or cause 
to be made, at the discretion of the inspector or other person acting in that capacity » 
an accurate map or plan of the workings of such mine and each and every vein 
thereof, showing the general inclination of the strata, together with any material 
deflections in the said workings and the boundary lines of said mine, and deposit a 
true copy of said map or plan with the clerk of the county court of each county 
wherein may be located the said mine ; which said map or plan shall be so filed or 
deposited within three months after the time when this article shall take elfect, and 
a copy of such map or plan shall also be kept for inspection at the office of the said 
mine ; and during the month of January of each and every year after this article 
shall have taken efliect, the said owner, agent or operator shall furnish the inspector 
and the clerk of the county court as aforesaid with a statement, and a further map 
or plan of the progress of the workings of such mine, continued from the last report 
to the end of the month of December next preceding, and the inspector shall correct 
his map or plan of said workings in accordance with the statement and map or plan 
thus furnished ; and when any mine is worked out or abandoned, that fact shall be 
reported to the inspector, and the map or plan of such mine in the office of the clerk 
of the county court shall be careftiUy corrected and verified. (Laws 1887, p. 219.) 
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Skc . 7062 . Inspector to make map if owner fails — cost, — Whenever the owner, agent 
or operator of any mine shall neglect, fall or refuse to furnish the said inspector 
and clerk as aforesaid with a statement, the map or plan or addition thereto, as pro- 
vided in the first section of this article, at the times and in the manner therein 
provif'ed, the said inspector Is hereby authorized to cause an accurate map or plan 
of the workings of such mine to be made at the expense of the said owner, agent or 
operator, and the cost thereof may be recovered by law from said owner, agent or 
operator, in the same manner as other debts, by suit in the name of the inspector 
and for his use. (Laws 1887, p. 219.) 

Sec. 7063. Escapement shafts^ when and how constructed, etc — In all coal mines 
that are now or have been in operation prior to the first day of January, 1887, and 
which are worked by or through a shaft, slope or drift, and in which more than ten 
miners are employed in each twenty-four hours, if there is not already an escape- 
ment shaft to each and every said mine, or communication between each and every 
mine and some other contiguous mine, then there shall be an escapement shaft or 
other communication, such as shall be approved by the mine inspector, making at 
least two distinct means of ingress and egress for all persons employed or permitted 
to work in such mine, Such escapement shaft or other communication with a con- 
tiguous mine aforesaid shall be constructed in connection with every vein or stratum 
of coal worked in such mine, and the time to be allowed for such construction shall 
be one year when such mine is under one hundred feet in depth, two years when 
such mine is over one hundred feet and under three hundred feet, and three years 
when it is over three hundred feet and under four hundred feet, and four years 
when it is over four hundred feet in depth, and five years for all mines over five 
hundred feet, from the time this article goes into efi'ect; and in all cases where the 
working force of one mine has been driven up to or into the workings of another 
mine, the respective owners of such mine, while operating the same, shall keep 
open a roadway at least two and one-half feet high and four feet wide, thereby 
forming a communication as contemplated in this article, and for a failure to do so 
fihall be subject to the penalty provided for in section 7069 of this -article, for each 
and every day such roadway is unnecessarily closed. Each and every such escape- 
ment shaft shall be separated from the main shaft by such extent of natural strata 
as shall secure safety to the men employed in such mines — such distance to be left 
to the discretion and judgcnent of the mine jinspector or person acting in that 
capacity ; and in all coal mines that shall go into operation for the first time after 
the first day of January, 1888, such an escapement or other communication with a 
contiguous mine, as aforesaid, shall be constructed within one year after such 
mine shall have been put into operation. And it shall not be lawful for the owner, 
agent or operator of any such mine as aforesaid to employ any person to work 
therein, or permit any person to go therein for the purpose of working, except such 
persons as may be necessary to construct such an escapement shaft, unless the 
requirements of this section shall have first been complied with; and the term 
* 'owner" used in this article shall mean the immediate proprietor, lessee or occu- 
pant of any mine, or any part thereof, and the term *'agent " shall mean any person 
having, on behalf of the owner, the care or management of any mine, or any part 
thereof: Provided^ nothing in this section shall be construed to extend the time 
allowed by law for constructing escapement shaft. (Laws 1887, p. 219, amended.) 

Sec. 7064. Ventilation— fire-damp. — The owner, agent or operator of every mine, 
whether operated by shaft, slope or drift, shall provide and maintain for every such 
mine a suflBcient amount of ventilation, to be determined by the inspector, at the 
Tate of one hundred cubic feet of air per man per minute, measured at the foot of 
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the downcast, which shall be forced and circulated to the face of every working 
place throughout the mine, so that said mine shall be free from standing gas of 
whatsoever kind; and in all mines where fire-damp is generated, every working 
place where such fire-damp is known to exist shall be examined every morning 
with a safety lamp by a competent person, before any other persons are allowed to 
enter. The ventilation required by this section may be produced by any suitable 
appliances, but in case a furnace shall be used for ventilating purposes, it shall be 
built in such a manner as to prevent the communication of fire to any part of the 
works, by lining the upcast with incombustible material for a suflacient distance 
up from said furnace. (Laws 1887, p. 220.) 

Sec. 7065. Bore-holea,— The owner, agent or operator shall provide that bore- 
holes shall be kept twenty feet in advance of the face of each and every working 
place, and. If necessary, on both sides, when driving toward an abandoned mine 
and part of a mine suspected to contain inlfiammable gases or to be inundated with 
water. (Laws 1887, p. 220.) 

Sec. 7066. Signaling— hoisiing—eeriain minors not to work, etc. — The owner, agent 
or operator of every mine operated by shaft shall provide suitable means of signal- 
ing between the bottom and the top thereof, and shall also provide safe means of 
hoisting and lowering persons in a cage covered with boiler iron, so as to keep safe^ 
as far as possible, persons descending into and*a8cending out of said shaft; and such 
cage shall be furnished with guides to conduct it on slides through such shaft, with 
a sufficient break on every drum to prevent accident in case of the giving out or 
breaking of machinery; and such cage shall be furnished with spring catches, 
intended and provided, as far as possible, to prevent the consequences of cable 
breaking or the loosening or disconnecting of the machinery ; and no props or rails 
shall be lowered in a cage while men are descending into or ascending out of said 
mine : Provided, that the provisions of this section in relation to covering cages 
with boiler iron shall not apply to coal mines less than one hundred feet in depth, 
where the coal is raised by horse-power. No male person under the age of twelve 
years, or female of any age, shall be permitted to enter any mine to work therein ; 
nor shall any boy under the age of fourteen years, unless he can read or write, be 
allowed to work in any mine. Any party or person neglecting or refusing to per- 
form the duties required to be performed by the provisions of this article shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and punished by a fine in the discretion of the 
court trying the same, subject, however, to the limitations as provided by section 
7069 of this article. ( Laws 1887, p. 221, amended.) 

Sec. 7067. RegulaMom for hoisting,— ^o owner, agent or operator of any mine 
operated by shaft or slope shall place In charge of any engine whereby men are 
lowered into or hoisted out of the mines, any but an experienced, competent and 
sober person, not under eighteen years of age ; and no person shall be permitted 
to ride upon a loaded cage or wagon used for hoisting purposes in any shaft or 
slope, and in no case shall more than twelve persons ride on any cage or car at one 
time, nor shall any coal be hoisted out of any mine while persons are descending 
into such mine ; and the number of persons to ascend out of or descend into any 
mine on one cage shall be determined by the Inspector ; the maximum number so 
' fixed shall not be less than four nor more than twelve, nor shall be lowered or 
hoisted more rapidly than five hundred feet to the minute. ( Laws 1887, p. 221, 
amended.) 

Sec. 7068. Boilers— fencing entrances— signals, e^c— All boilers used in generating 
steam in and about coal mines shall be kept in good order, and the owner, agent or 
operator, as aforesaid, shall have the said boiler examined and inspected by 
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hydrostatic pressure and warm water, by a competent boiler-maker or other quali- 
fied person, as often as once every six months, and the result of every such exami- 
nation shall be certified in writing to the mine inspector ; and tbe top of each and 
«very shaft, and the entrance of each and every immediate working vein shall be 
securely fenced by gates properly covering and protecting such shaft and entrance 
thereto ; and the entrance to every abandoned slope, air or other shaft, shall be 
securely fenced off; and every steam boiler shall 'be provided with a proper steam 
gauge, water gauge and safety valve, and all under-ground self-acting or engine 
planes or gangways on which coal cars are drawn and persons travel, shall be pro- 
vided with some proper means of signaling between the stepping places and the 
end of said planes or gangways, and sufilcient places of refuge at the sides of such 
planes or gangways shall be provided at intervals of not more than twenty feet 
apart. (Laws 1887,. p. 221, amended.) 

Skc. 7069. Accidents-^ dviy and power of inspector^ etc. — Whenever loss of life or 
serious personal injury shall occur by reason of any explosion or of any accident 
whatsoever, in or about any mine, it shall be the duty of the person having charge 
of such mine to report the facts thereof without delay to the state mine inspector, 
and if any person is killed thereby, to notify the coroner of the county also, or in % 
his absence or inability to act, any justice of the peace of said county; and the 
said inspector shall, if he deem it necessary from the facts reported, immediately 
go to the scene of said accident and make suggestions and render such assistance 
as he may deem necessary for the safety of the men ; and the inspectot shall inves- 
tigate and ascertain the cause of such explosion or accident and make a report 
thereof, which he shall preserve with the other records of his office ; and to enable 
him to make such investigation, he shall have the power to take depositions, com- 
pel the attendance of witnesses and administer oaths or affirmations to them ; and 
the cost of such investigation shall be paid by the county court of the county in 
which such accident shall have occurred, in the same manner as costs of coroners' 
Inquests are now paid. And a failure on the part of the person having charge of 
any mine in which any such accident may have occurred to give notice to the 
inspector or coroner, as provided for in this section, shall subject such person to a 
fine of not less than one hundred nor more than three hundred dollars, to be recov- 
ered of him in the name of the state of Missouri, before any justice of the peace 
of such county wherein the mine is situate and the accident occurred ; and such 
fine, when collected, shall be paid into the county treasury for the use and benefit 
of said county. (Laws 1887, p. 222.) 

Sec. 7070. Fines^ how recovered, — In all cases in which punishment is not pro- 
vided for by fine under this article, for a breach of any of its provisions, the fine 
for the first offense shall not be less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars, 
and for the second offense not less than two hundred nor more than five hundred 
dollars, to be recovered in any court of the state having competent jurisdiction. 
(Laws 1887, p. 222.) 

Sec. 7071. Governor to appoint inspector^ etc— The governor shall appoint an 
inspector of mines, who shall serve for two years, and shall have a practical min- 
ing experience, but not be interasted in any mine, and shall receive a salary of 
$1500 per annum and his actual traveling expences. He shall have^is office in the 
office of the commissioner of labor statistics, and when not inspecting mines act as 
a clerk in said office, giving his whole time to the state. (Laws 1887, p. 222, 
amended. ) 

Sec. 7072. Duties of inspector-reports. — The inspector provided for in this 
article shall see that every necessary precaution is taken to insure the health and 
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safety of the workmen employed in any of th^ mines in this state, that the provi- 
Bions and requirements provided for in this article be faithfully observed and obeyed, 
and the penalties of the law enforced. He shall also collect and tabulate in his 
report, to be made to the bureau of labor statistics, on the 15th day of October of 
each year, the extent of workable mining lands in this state, by counties ; also, 
the manner of mining, whether by shaft, slope or drift, the number of mines in 
operation, the number of men employed therein, the amount of capital invested, 
and the amount of mineral, coal, etc., produced. (Laws 1887, p. 222.) 

Skc. 7073. Inspector may enter mines at any time, etc, — It shall be lawful for the 
inspector provided for in this article to enter, examine and inspect any and all 
mines and machinery belonging thereto, at all reasonable times, by day or by nighty 
but so as not to obstruct or hinder the necessary workings of such mine, and the 
owner, agent or operator of every* such mine is hereby required to fUrnish all nec- 
ossary facilities for such entering, examination and inspection ; and if the said 
owner, agent or operator aforesaid shall refuse to permit such inspection, or to 
furnish the necessary facilities for such entry, examination and inspection, the 
Inspector shall file his affidavit setting forth such refusal before the judge of the 
circuit court in said county in which said mine is situated, either during the term 
of the court or during vacation, and obtain an order on such owner, agent or ope- 
rator so refusing as aforesaid, commanding him to permit and fUrnish such facilities 
for the inspection of such mine, or to be adjudged to stand in contempt of court 
and punished accordingly ; and if the said inspector shall, after examination of any 
mine and the works and machinery pertaining thereto, find the same to be worked 
contrary to the provisions of this article, or unsafe far the workmen therein em- 
ployed, said inspector shall, through the circuit attorney of his county, or any 
at|;orney in ca^e of his fefueal to act, acting in the name and on behalf of the state, 
proceed against the owner, agent or operator of such mine, either separately or 
-collectively, by injunction, without bond, after giving at least two days* notice to 
«uch owner, agent or operator ; and said owner, agent or operator shall have the 
right to appear before the judge to whom application is made, who shall hear the 
«ame on affidavits and such (»ther testimony as may be offered in support as well as 
in opposition thereto; and if sufficient cause appear, the court, or judge in vaca- 
tion, by order, shall prohibit the further working of any such mine in which per- 
«ons may be unsafely employed contrary to the provisions of this article, until the 
«ame shall have been made safe and the requirements of this article shall have been 
oomplied with ; and the court shall award such costs in the matter of said injunc- 
tion as may be just ; but any such proceedings so commenced shall be without 
prejudice to any other remedy permitted bylaw for enforcing the provisions of this 
article. ( Laws 1887, p. 223.) 

Sec. 7074. In case of injury or death, right of action,— Wot any injury to persons, 
or property occasioned by any willful violation of this article, or willful failure to 
comply with any of its provisions, a right of action shall accrue to the party 
injured for any direct damages sustained thereby ; and in case of loss of life by 
reason of such willful violation or willful failure as aforesaid, a right of action 
«hall accrue to the widow of the person so killed, his lineal heirs or adopted child- 
ren, or to any person or persons who were, before such loss of life, dependent for 
support on the person or persons so killed, for a like recovery of damages sustained 
by reason of such loss of life or lives. ( Laws 1887, p. 223.) 

Skc. 7075. Rules of working mines— penalty,— Any miner, workmen or other per- 
son who shall knowingly injure any water gauge, barometer, air-course or brattice, 
or shall obstruct or throw open any air-ways, or carry any lighted lamps or 
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matchea into places that are worked by the light of safety lamps, or shall handle 
or disturb any part of the machinery of the hoisting engine, or open a door to a 
mine and not have the same closed again, whereby danger Is produced, either ta 
the mine or those at work therein, or who shall enter into any part of the mine 
against caution, or who shall disobey any order given in pursuance of this article, 
or who shall do any willful act whereby the lives and health of persons working 
in the mine, or the security of the mine or miners, or the machinery thereof, is 
endangered, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof » 
shall be punished by fine or imprisonment, at the discretion of the court. (Law& 
1887. p. 224.) 

Sbc. 7076. Prop iimdera — The owner, agent or operator of any mine shall keep 
a sufiflcient supply of timber, when required to be used as props, so that the work- 
men may at all times be able to properly secure the said workings from caving in , 
and it shall be the duty of the owner, agent or operator to send down all such prop* 
when required. ( Laws 1887, p. 224.) 

Sec. 7077. Explosives to he kept in strong box, etc.— All miners or other persona 
employed in or about a mine, using gun or blasting powder or other explosive , 
shall have and keep a strong bpz in which all surplus gun or blasting powder or 
other explosive in the mine shall be kept, excepting so much only as is necessary 
for immediate use. These boxes shall be kept locked, and not opened unless it be 
to put in or take out powder ; nor must these strong (or powder) boxes be nearer 
than one hundred feet to the place of blasting. And in all dry and dusty coal mines 
of* mines discharging light carbonated hydrogen gas, shot-firers must be employed 
to fire all shots after the employes and other persons have retired from the mine : 
Provided, however, that the above section shall refer only to mines working ten or 
more men. (New section.) 

WAGES OF LABOB. 

AN ACT to amend section 7059, of the Revised Statutes for the State of Missouri 
for 1889, concerning mines and mining. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, as follows : 

Section 1 . That section 7059, of chapter 115, article 1, of the Revised Statutes 
of Missouri of 1889, be amended by striking out the word ''thirty," between the 
words "every" and "days," in the third line of said section, and inserting in lieu 
thereof the word "^fteen;" so that said section, when amended, shall read as 
follows : 

Section 7059. Employes to be paid semi-monthly, e<c.— The employes of operators 
of mines mentioned in this article shall be regularly paid at least once in every fif- 
teen days, and at no pay-day shall there be withheld [any] of the earnings of any 
employe. And such operators shall, whenever demand therefor shall be made by 
any employe, issue to such employe a due-bill for the amount due him up to the day 
of the demand, which due-bill shall be negotiable, whatever the form thereof shall 
be, and shall be redeemed by such operator in cash or its equivalent, at the option 
of the holder, on demand, if the same shall be presented for redemption by any 
holder thereof; and any such operator failing or refusing to pay his employes, or 
to issue to them his due-bills, as in this section provided, shall become immediately 
liable to any such employe in double the sum due such employe at the time of such 
failure or refusal, to be recovered by civil action, in the name of such employe, in 
any court of competent jurisdiction of the state. And no employe, within the 
meaning of this article, shall be deemed to have waived any right accruing to him 
under this section by any contract he may make contrary to the provisions hereof. 

Approved April 20, 1891. 
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INSPECTION. 

AN ACT to amend section 7074, chapter 115, article 2, of the Revised Statutes of 
the state of Missouri, relating to the safety and inspection of mines. ^ 

Be it enacted hy the General Assembly of the State of Missouri^ as follows : 

Sbction 1. That section 7074, chapter 115, article 2, of the Revised Statutes 
of the state of Missouri, be and the same is hereby amended by striking out the 
word ' * willful " wherever the same occurs in said section — namely, after the word 
*'any," in line two, after the word '*or," inline three, and after the words "such" ' 
and ' ^or," in line five— so that said section, when amended, shall read as follows : 

Section 7074. For any injury to persons or property occasioned by any viola- 
tion of this article or failure to comply with any of its provisions, a right of action 
shall accrue to the party injured for any direct damages sustained thereby ; and in 
case of loss of life by reason of such violation or failure as aforesaid, a right of 
action shall accrue to the widow of the person so Icilled, his lineal heirs or adopted 
children, or to any person or persons who were, before such loss of life, dependent 
for support on the person or persons so killed, for a like recovery of damages sus- 
tained by reason of such loss of life or live? : Provided, that all suits brought un der 
this article shall be commenced within one year after any cause of action shall 
have accrued under this article, and not afterward ; and provided further, that any 
person entitled to sue under this section for loss of life or lives may recover any 
sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars. 

Approved April 23, 1891. 
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